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Religious Tolerance

"Then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may al l
call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him with one consent."

—Zephaniah 3 :9

T
HE possibility that a member
of the Roman Catholic Churc h

might be nominated and elected
to the presidency of the United
States has raised the issue of re-
ligious tolerance to a position o f
prominence in the minds of mil-
lions . Should a man otherwise
qualified to hold such a high of-
fice in his country's government
be barred from the position
simply because he is a Roman
Catholic? And, if elected thus t o
serve, would he use his high of-
fice to maintain religious liberty
for those of other faiths ?

As might be expected, conflict-
ing opinions are being expressed .
Prominent in these discussions is
the issue pertaining to the sep-
aration of church and state. The
Constitution of the United State s
forbids the union of church an d
state, and the claim is made tha t
historically the Catholic Churc h
has advocated this latter form o f
government, and therefore a
faithful member of the Catholic
Church could not be wholeheart-
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edly loyal to this part of th e
United States Constitution .

It was the Catholic Church that
originated church-state govern-
ments in Europe. It was a gradua l
development, beginning in A. D .
539, and reached its full stature
in A. D. 800 . Under this system
the Pope crowned and uncrowned
the kings of Europe, and Roman
Catholicism was the official re-
ligion throughout the Papal Ro-
man Empire. This situation was
brought to an end finally in 1799 ,
when Napoleon overthrew the au-
thority of the Pope .

The period during which Papal
Rome thus ruled essentially al l
of Europe is known as the Dark
Ages. There were many things
which contributed to the dark-
ness of that unhappy period i n
human experience, one of them
being the fact that, so far as pos-
sible, the Bible was kept from the
people .

Many cruel persecutions were
inflicted upon those who pre-
sumed to believe contrary to th e
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dogmas of Rome, the "Holy In-
quisition" being one of the meth-
ods of torturing "heretics." Since,
according to Catholicism, the dog-
mas of the church were infallible
and were the true expressions of
the will of God, it would be incon-
sistent to show tolerance toward
those who held and practiced
other concepts of truth. And ,
since those dogmas proclaimed
that God would torture all who
did not obey him, it was consis-
tent that those who enforced his
Iaws on earth, as Roman Catholi-
cism interpreted them, should d o
likewise .

Protestants Also

BUT a religious government of
this sort, regardless of its
strength, could not hold all the
people in subjection, and grad-
ually the Reformation began, un-
der the leadership of such men
as Huss, Luther, Calvin, and oth-
ers. But in the minds of most of
the Reformers, the issues were
not clear-cut . In many instances
they fostered church-state govern-
ments of their own. In Germany,
Lutheranism became the official
religion of the state, and in Swit-
zerland it was Calvinism .

Nor were these Protestants
more tolerant than the rulers o f
the Catholic Church . Take the
case of John Calvin, who had
Michael Servetus burned at the
stake . The principal "crime" of
this "heretic" was that he denie d
the doctrine of the trinity. Others

were burned at the stake, even
in Oxford, England, for translat-
ing the Bible into English.

All the cruel intoleranc e
against disagreeing religionists
throughout the Dark Ages an d
since, has been practiced in the
name of God . The persecutors
have had the false notion tha t
they were the only true repre-
sentatives of God, and were au-
thorized by him to stamp out all
opposition to what they had de-
cided to be the truth .

Generally speaking, Protestant
denominations no longer hold
these extreme views, although
some do. However, in countrie s
like the United States and Grea t
Britain, civil governments pro-
hibit the punishment of anyon e
simply on the grounds of religious
differences of opinion. Indeed, in
this country, there is no officia l
religious belief . In Great Britain,
of course, the Church of England
is the official church ; but, even
so, all other groups are given ful l
liberty to believe and teach a s
they desire or understand.

In this respect, however, it i s
doubtful if the Catholic Churc h
has changed its position officially .
This is evidenced by the situatio n
in Spain and in South America .
In these countries the overwhelm-
ing majority of the people ar e
Roman Catholics, and the church
wields much influence in govern-
mental affairs . The result is that
little tolerance is shown toward
Protestants, and Protestant mis-
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sionary work is almost complete-
ly prohibited. Protestant Bibles
are not permitted entry int o
Spain .

This attitude of the Catholic
Church in areas where Catholi-
cism has the upperhand is well
known to the general public i n
this country, hence the apprehen-
sion on the part of many concern-
ing the possibility of a Catholic
President. On the other hand, th e
claim of the Catholic Church is
that in America, where Catholic s
are in a minority, religious liber-
ty and tolerance should be prac-
ticed . But of course it is difficult
for some to understand how an
infallible viewpoint could be dif-
ferent in one country than in an -
other .

Some believe that a gradual
change is taking place in th e
Catholic viewpoint concerning in -
fallibility, that many high digni-
taries of the church no longer
hold so rigidly to the dogma that
the Catholic Church alone is th e
repository of all truth, and tha t
everything contrary to her dog-
mas must be suppressed as error.
The claimed liberalism of Pop e
John may be contributing some -
what to this change. It is a shrewd
organization, and it would not be
surprising if modifications o f
viewpoints were made to meet
the needs of a changing world .

The Basic Erro r

THE basic error responsible for
much of the religious intoleranc e

4

and persecution throughout the
centuries is that God commis-
sioned the church in the flesh to
convert and rule the world dur-
ing the present age . This erro r
led to the unholy union of churc h
and state, which is symbolically
described in the Bible as spiritual
"fornication ."—Rev. 17 :4- 6

This unholy union was called
"Christendom," meaning Christ's
kingdom. While church-state gov -
ernments are generally frowned
upon today, yet the idea still pre-
vails that all countries not openl y
heathen or atheistic are Christian.
On this basis, Protestant churches,
as well as the Catholic Church,
consider it a part of their "Chris-
tian" duty to do all they can t o
influence governments in th e
making of what they consider t o
be just and Christian laws. The
degree of success attained by on e
group or another does not chang e
the fact that they are all going
beyond the commission given by
Christ to his disciples to go int o
all the world and preach the Gos-
pel.

Can we imagine Jesus or the
apostles visiting high governmen t
officials of their day in an effor t
to have the tax burden on the
Jewish nation made lighter, or
removed altogether? There were
many social evils in the days o f
Jesus and the Early Church, but
neither the Master nor his follow-
ers campaigned against them .

Jesus said, "My kingdom is not
of this world [Greek, kosmos,
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meaning order] ." (John 18 :36) He
knew that his kingdom would no t
be the reformed governments of
this world . He knew that his king-
dom would be made up of indi-
viduals who responded to th e
Gospel, and were willing to lay
down their lives sacrificially as, .
he was doing, not in reforming
the kingdoms of this world, bu t
in proclaiming the Gospel of hi s
future kingdom .

He knew that when the "due
time" came for the establishmen t
of his kingdom, all his true dis-
ciples would be raised from th e
dead, as he expected to be, and
that together they would set up a
world government which would
rule all nations. Jesus knew that
through this government he
would establish peace and right-
eousness, and give health and ev-
erlasting life to all who would
obey its divine law .—Rev. 20 :4, 6 ;
Isa . 9:6, 7 ; Rev. 21 :1-5

Total Authorit y

THE authority of the kingdo m
of Christ will be absolute . It wil l
control every aspect of life . Un-
der the rulership of that kingdo m
there will be liberty only to obe y
its laws . However, the inflexibili-
ty of the messianic kingdom laws
will result in joy for all who
obey, and the people will have
learned of their reasonableness
and justice .

Our text suggests how this wil l
be brought about . It says that
the Lord will turn to the people

"a pure language," symbolic of
a pure message of truth, which
will enable all to call upon the
name of the Lord and to serve
him with "one consent." There
will be no need for religious con-
troversy due to lack of under-
standing, for then "the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of
the Lord, as the waters cover th e
sea ."—Isa . 11 : 9

Isaiah wrote that "then th e
eyes of the blind shall b e
opened." (Isa . 35:5) While we
know that in the coming "time s
of restitution" all physical dis-
abilities, including blindness, wil l
be removed, it is also true that
those who now lack discernment
of God and of his will are to hav e
their "eyes" opened to know him
and to recognize his glory.

Isaiah also wrote, "In that da y
shall the deaf hear the words of
the book, and the eyes of the
blind shall see out of obscurity ,
and out of darkness . The meek
also shall increase their joy i n
the Lord, and the poor among
men shall rejoice in the Holy On e
of Israel." (Isa. 29:18, 19) All the
misunderstandings of God and of
his will which now afflict the sin -
cursed and dying world are lik-
ened to a "veil" that is spread
over the faces of the people, an d
Isaiah assures us that this vei l
will be destroyed .—Isa . 25 : 7

In the messianic kingdom, no t
only will the people be fully en-
lightened concerning the divin e
will, but they will be ruled by
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those who will make no mistakes
in administering the kingdo m
laws. The resurrected and glori-
fied Jesus will be the "King of
kings" in that world government .
(Rev. 19 :16) Of him it is prophe-
sied, "The Spirit of the Lord shal l
rest upon him, the spirit of wis-
dom and understanding, the spir-
it of counsel and might, the spiri t
of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord; and shall make him of
quick understanding in the fear
of the Lord : and he shall no t
judge after the sight of his eyes ,
neither reprove after the hearing
of his ears ."—Isa . 11 :2, 3

The promises and prophecies o f
the Bible thus make it crystal
clear that the people of all na-
tions will, during the thousan d
years of Christ's kingdom, be en-
lightened concerning God and his
will, and that the just and right-
eous laws of the kingdom will be
enforced by those who will mak e
no mistakes of judgment. There
will be no confusion as to what
is right and what is wrong. Even-
tually, we are assured, the laws
of the Lord will be written in
the very hearts of the people, and
all will know and serve him . —
Jer. 31 :31-34

While the Catholic Church, and
other groups also, have, in their
erroneous efforts to enforce thei r
traditions and mistaken authori-
ty, inflicted tortures upon non-
conformists, this will not be th e
case in connection with the en-
forcement of the kingdom laws

during the Millennium. "The
wages of sin is death," not tor-
ment, and Peter informs us that
disobedience during the comin g
"times of restitution" will, if con-
tinued, lead to destruction . (Rom .
6 :23) "It shall come to pass," said
Peter, "that every soul, which
will not hear that prophet, shall
be destroyed from among the
people ."—Acts 3 :23

How thankful we should b e
that the administration of the
laws of Christ's kingdom have not
been given by God into the hand s
of fallen man! No one is now au-
thorized to impose his doctrines
and practices upon another unde r
threat of punishment . To falsely
assume this authority leads to un-
justifiable intolerance .

As Christians, we can an d
should be convinced that we hav e
the truth, and we should be will-
ing to die for our faith ; but w e
should be sympathetic and lovin g
toward those who disagree with
us . The time has not yet come t o
enlighten the whole world . Satan
is still deceiving the people, with
the result that the world is fille d
with religious confusion . (II Cor .
4 :4) In this situation it is wel l
that the spirit of tolerance is be-
ing urged upon the people .

Our commission is to continue
proclaiming the Gospel of the
kingdom as widely and as ener-
getically as possible . We do not
expect that great numbers will
heed the message, but some d o
pay attention, and in respondin g
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to the call of the Gospel are rich-
ly blessed. Jesus said, "Ye are
the light of the world"—the only
true light, indeed, that is in the
world. (Matt. 5:14-16) Let us be
faithful in letting our light shine !

As we keep ourselves employe d
in proclaiming the Gospel of the
coining kingdom of Christ we
need not be specially concerne d
with how the world is running its
affairs . Certainly Jesus and the
apostles were not so concerned .
Paul admonished believers to be
subject to the powers that be, and
this applies to us insofar a s
conscience will permit.

With the exception of commu-
nist-controlled countries, and
areas where the Roman or Greek
Catholic Church are in control,
there is little open persecution of
those who bear witness to the
truth . In the upheavals which take
place in a dying world, this situa-
tion could change. There is no
certainty of what tomorrow hold s
for the Lord's people. This has
always been true .

Nor do the followers of the
Master throughout the world nec-
essarily have the same experien-
ces. During the Nazi regime in
Germany the Lord's people in that
country suffered much . Later, in
various countries of Europe our
brethren suffered under commu-
nism. All the while in this coun-
try and in other places, the Lord' s
people were free to fellowship
with one another and to proclaim
the truth as they desired .

HIGHLIGHTS OF DAWN

Today the communist and non-
communist worlds are locked in a
win or die struggle. How the
Lord's people will be affected in
the various countries as this
struggle progresses is somethin g
which is well to leave in the
Lord's hands. As the battle against
the forces of enslavement contin-
ues, the desirability and advan-
tages of freedom and tolerance
are being stressed throughout th e
so-called "free world . "

In the countries where th e
people are riding the crest of
freedom's wave there is at th e
moment little likelihood of much
religious persecution. But in the
storm of human passions this, too ,
could change. However, whatever
the future holds, we need not b e
concerned, for we know that th e
Lord will give grace to help his
people in their every time of
need .

Our concern now should be tha t
we continue to be faithful in the
use of all the opportunities o f
service which we enjoy . And
what a glorious privilege we hav e
in serving as ambassadors for
Christ, and to be able to assure
the people that his glorious king-
dom of peace is soon to manifest
itself in power and great glory
for the blessing of all the families
of the earth! And as we labor,
let us continue to pray, "Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done
in earth, as it is in heaven."—
Matt. 6:10



BIBLE STUDY

LESSON FOR MAY 1

the pure in i.eart

GOLDEN TEXT: "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see
God ."—Matthew 5 : 8

MATTHEW 5:8, 27-37;
LUKE 9 :61, 62

3
ESUS stresses heart purity in
contrast with mere outwar d

professions of righteousness such
as were made by the scribes and
Pharisees of his day . Describing
their false professions Jesus said ,
"Woe unto you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! for ye mak e
clean the outside of the cup and
of the platter, but within they are
full of extortion and excess ."—
Matt . 23 :2 5

Because we are all members o f
a fallen and dying race, perfec-
tion of conduct is impossible ; but
heart purity is possible, for this
is purity of intention, an intens e
inward desire that one's every
thought, word, and deed be in
keeping with the perfect standard
of purity set forth in the Word
of God. Those whose hearts ar e
thus pure will be pained at any
and every failure of conduct t o
measure up to the perfect stand-
ard of God's righteousness .

"The pure in heart," Jesus said ,
"shall see God." So far as literal
vision is concerned the Scriptures
declare that no man can see Go d
and live. (Exod. 33:20) But it is
possible to see God by the vision
of faith. Faith's vision reveals
God through the Word of truth ,
that precious Word in which th e
divine plan for the recovery of
the human race from sin and
death is revealed .

By faith, and through the di-
vine plan of the ages, we "see"
the wisdom, justice, love an d
power of God, and these attri-
butes of his character combine to
reveal his glory . We see the jus-
tice of God in the death sentenc e
imposed upon man because of sin .
It is morally right that all intel-
ligent creatures who do not obey
the law of their Creator be de-
prived of the privilege of living .
On the other hand, God's love is
revealed in the gift of his only
begotten Son to redeem falle n
man from death .

The wisdom of God is seen i n

•
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the provision of salvation he ha s
made through Christ whereby he
can be just in imposing the sen-
tence of death, and at the same
time the justifier of all who come
to him through his appointe d
channel, Christ Jesus . (Rom . 3 :26)
Divine power is seen in this ar-
rangement in that it implements
his plan through the resurrection
of Jesus from the dead, and even-
tually brings about the resurrec-
tion, not only of the church, but
of all mankind, "the just and un-
just . "—Acts 24 :15

The pure in heart, who are fol-
lowers of the Master, are blessed
with this inspiring vision of the
Heavenly Father . Besides, if they
are faithful to this vision by car-
rying out the privileges assigned
to them in the divine plan, they
will, in the resurrection, them-
selves be exalted to the divin e
nature, and thus enabled to see
God face to face . This great joy
came to Jesus, and he has prom-
ised to share it with his true fol-
lowers .—Heb . 12 :2; I John 3 :1-3 ;
Rev. 3 :21 ; Col . 3 :1-3

The Scriptures declare that Je-
sus would magnify the Law . (Isa .
42 :21) We have an example of
this in today's lesson in his ref-
erence to adultery, which the Law
forbade . Jesus said, "Whosoever
looketh on a woman to lust after
her hath committed adultery with
her already in his heart."—vss.
27, 28

Jesus' reference to one's "right
eye" which might cause offense

is evidently symbolic of desire, o r
affection . If we find that we are
setting our affection on that
which is out of harmony wit h
God's will, and a hindrance to ou r
spiritual growth, drastic actio n
would be indicated, lest we be en -
ticed away from the Lord entire-
ly and be cut off from life in "the
second death," as symbolized by
Gehenna, here translated "hell . "
(vs . 29) See Psalm 19 :12-14 .

"Let your communication be ,
Yea, yea ; Nay, nay." The pure of
heart are honest and straightfor-
ward. Their word is true, an d
needs no supporting oaths . One
whose word was not trustworthy
would also violate an oath .—vss.
33-3 7

In Luke 9 :61, 62 Jesus suggest s
another element of heart purity,
which is full devotion to the Lord .
When that devotion is complete
all other considerations are se t
aside, and there is no turning
back .

QUESTION S

What is heart purity, and how do those
who possess it see God ?

How did Jesus magnify the Law? Give
illustrations .

What lesson did Jesus teach by his ref-
erence to the "eye" and "hand"?

What is the only scriptural ground for
divorce ?

Is it proper for a Christian to take a n
oath ?

How is impurity of heart indicated i n
Luke 9 :61, 62 ?

BIBLE STUDY



LESSON FOR MAY 8

the peacemakers
GOLDEN TEXT : "Blessed are the peacemakers : for they shall be

called the children of God. Matthew 5 :9

MATTHEW 5 :9, 21, 22, 38-48

HOSE who are humble, meek ,
merciful, and pure in hear t

will naturally radiate peace in
their associations with othe r
Christians and in the world . This
will be the outflow of the peace
of God which fills their hearts ,
that peace which they enjoy be-
cause of their confidence in Go d
and in his promises to care for
them, and to give them wisdo m
and strength in their every time
of need .

Followers of the Master are
peacemakers in still anothe r
sense, in that through their min-
istry of the Word of truth they
participate in the work of estab-
lishing peace between God and
men. The whole world of man-
kind is alienated from Go d
through wicked works . (Col. 1 :21)
Provision for reconciliation has
been made through the shed
blood of Jesus Christ. But for
this to be effective the "Word of
reconciliation" must be pro-
claimed, and those who hear mus t
accept ; and it is our privilege to
be heralds of the message.—Rom.
10 :13, 14; II Cor . 5 :18, 19
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Thus it is that we are "minis-
ters of reconciliation," or peace-
makers, participating in the work
of reconciling the world to God.
During the present age those wh o
are reconciled lay down their
lives in joint sacrifice with Jesus .
They are planted together in the
likeness of his death, and if faith-
ful even unto death will be exalt-
ed in the "first resurrection" t o
live and reign with Christ.
Through the kingdom reign al l
mankind will be enlightened, and
given a full opportunity to accept
the provision of life through
Christ and to be restored to at-
one-meat with God .-Rom. 6 :3-8;
Rev . 20 : 6

Jesus said that these peacemak-
ers in the divine plan shall b e
called "the children of God ." The
children, or sons, of God of th e
present age, constitute the ruling
house of God . Paul wrote, "I f
children, then heirs ; heirs of God ,
and joint-heirs with Christ. "
(Rom. 8:17) It is appropriate ,
therefore, for those who will
reign with Christ to establis h
peace on earth, and peace be-
tween God and men, to be calle d
the "children of God ."
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Those who have the peace of
God in their hearts will not hate
their fellows, even though there
might be provocation to do so .
Being merciful, they will not de-
mand "an eye for an eye, and a
tooth for a tooth." (vs . 38) When
"smitten," they will turn the other
cheek, rather than smite back .
Such an attitude is considered ab-
surd by the world, but not to the
"peacemakers" in Christ .

"Ye have heard," Jesus said ,
"that it hath been said, Thou shal t
love thy neighbor, and hate thine
enemy." This is not found in the
Law given to Israel by Moses . It
was one of the many human tra-
ditions which had become at-
tached to the Law. And Jesus
said that to his followers it shoul d
be considered wrong, for the y
were to love their enemies, and
to do good to those who hate d
them. Christians are to pray for
them who despitefully use them ,
and persecute them .—vss . 43, 44

Those who do this have th e
Heavenly Father's viewpoint, an d
are his children, for he cause s
"his sun to rise on the evil and
on the good, and sendeth rain on
the just and on the unjust ." (vs .
45) As Jesus further explained ,
if we merely love those who love
us, "what reward have ye? do not
even the publicans the same?
And if ye salute your brethren
only, what do ye more than oth-
ers? do not even the publican s
so?"—vss . 46, 47

Jesus follows this with the ad-

BIBLE STUDY

monition, "Be ye therefore per-
fect, even as your Father which i s
in heaven is perfect." (vs. 48)
This statement is often taken out
of context, and its real meaning
lost . No member of the sin-cursed
and dying race can be perfect a s
God is perfect within the general-
ly accepted meaning of what con-
stitutes perfection. But we can
be perfect in the sense that it i s
required of Christians that the y
be all-inclusive in the bestowin g
of their blessings, even as th e
Heavenly Father is thus all-inclu-
sive .

How easy, indeed, it is to do
good to those who love us! It i s
a great pleasure. But to besto w
blessings upon those who hate us ,
and endeavor to injure us, indi-
cates that we are sincerely en-
deavoring to be like the Heavenly
Father, who, in addition to the
common blessings of life which
he so lavishly bestows upon the
evil as well as upon the good,
sent his beloved Son to suffer and
to die for the entire sinful world
of mankind .

QUESTION S

In what two ways do faithful followers
of the Master serve as peacemakers ?

Why are they called "the children o f
God" ?

What will be the attitude of these peace -
makers toward their enemies?

How is it possible for Christians to b e
perfect as God is perfect?
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LESSON FOR MAY 1 5

The Christian in cSocietp,

GOLDEN TEXT: "Let your light so shine before men, that they ma y
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven ."

—Matthew 5 :1 6

MATTHEW 5:10. 16; 13:31-3 5

S CHRISTIANS we are in th e
world, but not of the world.

Jesus said, "In the world ye shall
have tribulation : but be of good
cheer; I have overcome the
world." (John 16 :33) The tribula-
tion which Jesus suffered at the
hands of the world was not due
to his kindness and his sympa-
thetic interest in the suffering s
of the people . It was because he
proclaimed truth which was un-
popular, and exposed popular
error .

It is the same with the faithful
followers of Jesus. Adhering t o
the high standard of righteous-
ness set forth in The Beatitudes
does not lead to persecution . But
when we proclaim the Gospel o f
the kingdom, a message which, in
its entirety, envisions the setting
aside of all the institutions of
men which are based on selfish-
ness, and proclaiming that divine
authority will be establishe d
throughout the earth, opposition
is often aroused . Also, the Chris-
tian's standard of righteousness
often produces resentment and
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hatred. Men want God to hel p
them with their plans, but are not
yet ready to have their arrange-
ments superceded by the mes-
sianic kingdom agencies, nor to
live in harmony with the divine
code.

There is a blessedness to per-
secution only when it result s
from faithfulness in proclaimin g
the Gospel of Christ, and there-
fore is for Christ's sake . One can
bring upon himself the animosit y
of the world through radicalism,
and in other ways which would
not have the approval of th e
Lord . The true followers of Jesus
do not seek persecution, but if
it comes as a result of their faith -
fulness to the truth, they are
truly blessed and have much
cause for rejoicing.

"Ye are the light of the world, "
Jesus said . (vs. 14) This is the
position of a Christian in the
world . He is not commissioned to
reform the institutions of the
world, but to bear the light of
the Gospel to all who will give
heed. We have been given thi s
light, and Jesus admonished that
it should not be hidden under a
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"bushel ." Indeed, if it should b e
thus hidden for long it would
go out .

Let "your" light so shine, Je-
sus said. It is our light because
it has been given to us by th e
Lord . It is only because it is th e
Heavenly Father's light that it s
shining in the world will glorif y
his name. True, this light of truth
should accomplish a work of
grace in our own hearts, making
us humble, meek, kind, and mer-
ciful . This, in turn, makes us bet-
ter channels for the truth; but it
is the truth that does the shinin g
and thereby glorifies God .

Usually The Parable of the
Mustard Seed is understood to b e
a prophecy of the tremendous
growth of professed Christianit y
as it has taken place through th e
centuries, with its institutions
serving as "resting places" for its
millions of members . This, no
doubt, is the correct viewpoint .
But it is also true that what me n
have called Christendom, or
Christ's kingdom, has been such
in name only .

The mustard seed of the par -
able might well picture the smal l
beginning of error that was sow n
by a "man," not the Lord . From
this small beginning have devel-
oped great institutions with their
God-dishonoring creeds which up -
hold the falsehood of eternal tor-
ture and other equally erroneou s
doctrines . The proclamation of
the true Gospel of the kingdom
helps to expose these errors .

The Parable of the Leaven
which a woman "hid in thre e
measures of meal" also points ou t
the corrupting influences of er-
ror . Leaven is always used in the
Bible to illustrate the presence
and evil workings of sin . This is
why the Israelites were instruct-
ed to use unleavened bread in
their commemoration of the Pass-
over . This is also true with re-
spect to the Memorial Supper . It
is in this connection that we are
admonished to purge out of our
hearts the leaven of "malice and
wickedness ."—I Cor. 5:7, 8

The woman of this parabl e
could well represent the fals e
church which was responsible for
hiding the leaven in the pure
meal of truth, so that all becam e
leavened . Inherent immortality,
eternal torture, the trinity, are
among the false teachings which
has so corrupted the creeds o f
Christendom that there is ver y
little truth left in them .

QUESTION S

What is it that causes the world to per -
secute the true followers of Jesus ?
Was Jesus persecuted for the sam e
reason?

What is the light which shines out into
the world from Christians?

What is this shining designed to accom-
plish?

Explain The Parable of the Mustard
Seed .

What lesson is taught by The Parabl e
of the Leaven ?
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LESSON FOR MAY 22

*nceritg in Religious practices
GOLDEN TEXT : "The Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his coun -
tenance, or on the height of his stature ; because I have refused him :
for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outwar d

appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart ."—1 Samuel 16 :7

MATTHEW 6:1-13

3
N HEBREWS 4 :13 we read that
"all things are naked and

opened unto the eyes of him with
whom we have to do ." In his mes-
sages to "the seven churches, "
our risen Lord says of the church
of Ephesus, "I know thy works. "
(Rev . chs . 2, 3) Our Golden Text
also emphasizes that the Lord
is able to, and does, read th e
hearts of his people . This mean s
that the Lord's appraisal of his
people is not based on their out -
ward works of piety, nor their
public prayers . This appraisal is
true with respect to both our
Heavenly Father and his belove d
Son, Christ Jesus .

We are, of course, admonishe d
to do good unto all as we have
opportunity, and especially to the
household of faith . If we do not
become weary in well-doing, we
will, in due time, "reap," the
Apostle Paul wrote. (Gal. 6 :9, 10)
But this will not be true if our
good works are done to be seen
of men. It is only if our work s
on behalf of others are motivated
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by love and a desire to glorify
God that we will be rewarded fo r
them by "treasures in heaven."—
Matt . 6 :20, 21

Nor are public prayers which
are offered to impress the people
acceptable to God. When circum-
stances call for prayer in the
presence of others, the petition
should be very brief. A prayer for
God's blessing upon a meetin g
should never include a discours e
on the doctrines of the divin e
plan.

Most prayers should be in se-
cret, in our "closets ." (vs. 6) Th e
Heavenly Father will see an d
hear prayers and, according to
the good pleasure of his will, will
reward us openly. James wrote
about those who ask and receive
not because they "ask amiss, that
ye may consume it upon you r
lusts ." (James 4:3) Selfish prayer s
will not be heeded by our Heav-
enly Father, whether uttered in
public or in private .

Jesus outlined a brief praye r
which may be taken as a guid e
to proper requests to bear before
the throne of heavenly grace. In
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approaching God in prayer it is
important to remember his sa-
credness—"Hallowed be th y
name." Indeed, our principal mo-
tive in prayer should be to glorify
God.

The blessings we are privilege d
to seek from the Lord through
prayer are those which he ha s
promised to give . It is proper t o
pray for the Lord's kingdom t o
come, and for his will to be done
in earth as it is in heaven, be -
cause he has promised that this
is to be the ultimate outcome of
his plan of salvation. Over and
over again through his Word he
has given us this assurance.—
I Cor. 15 :24-28

The Lord has also promised to
"give us this day our dail y
bread." The reference here i s
primarily to spiritual food, the
"bread of life." (John 6:35, 48 )
But it also includes our materia l
needs—not all the things we may
want, or would like to have, but
what the Lord sees is best for us
as new creatures in Christ Jesus .
A meagre supply of food for a
time could prove to be a very
profitable experience.

The Lord has also promised to
"forgive us our debts," on condi-
tion that "we forgive our debt -
ors ." (Matt. 6 :12) This is a blesse d
assurance, for how quickly woul d
we lose sight of our Heavenly Fa-
ther's smiling countenance, were
it not for his many promises that
through Christ Jesus he has re -
moved our transgressions as far
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from us as the east is from the
west.—Ps . 103 :1 2

"Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil." James
has assured us that God does not
tempt his people, meaning tha t
he does not lead them into temp-
tation. (James 1:13) This is an
assurance of something the Lord
will not do . On the other hand ,
he delivers those who are led into
temptation through their own
weaknesses, or by the wiles of the .
Devil . David wrote, "Surely He
shall deliver thee from the snare
of the fowler, and from the noi-
some pestilence."—Ps. 91 : 3

The expression, "For thine i s
the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever, Amen," is no t
found in the oldest Greek manu-
scripts extant . It was evidently
added by a copyist, although i t
is largely a quotation from a
prayer by David in I Chronicles
29 :11 . David sat upon the thron e
of the Lord . In a typical sense the
kingdom of Israel was the Lord' s
kingdom. But that typical king-
dom ceased in 606 B . C ., when the
last king of Judah was over-
thrown and the nation taken cap-
tive to Babylon .

QUESTIONS
What are the only works acceptable t o

God ?
What is the principal motive for praye r

acceptable to God, whether publi c
or private?

Why do we know that God is pleased to
give us the blessings mentioned i n
"Our Lord's Prayer"?
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- LESSON FOR MAY 29

treasures in tuauen
GOLDEN TEXT: "Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust cloth corrupt, and where thieves do not brea k
through nor steal : for where your treasure is, there will your hear t

be also."—Matthew 6 :20, 21

MATTHEW 6:19.21, 24-3 4

t 0 THOSE who have dedicated
themselves to walk in the

footsteps of Jesus, the things of
earth are of trifling worth, and
unenduring . Shelter, food, and
clothing are essential to life while
we are still in the flesh, but even
if these needs are in scant supply
our "rejoicing in hope" of the
future blessings is not marred .
(Rom. 12:12; Heb 3 :6) Earthly
friendships and associations ar e
of value to the man of the world ,
but we enjoy a spiritual frater-
nity, a "blest tie that binds" tha t
is far more precious . Besides, it
is enduring so long as we contin-
ue to be faithful to the terms o f
our calling .

It would be the spirit of an un-
sound mind indeed for those who
have been made "partakers of the
heavenly calling" to lay up un-
needed treasures on earth . (Heb .
3 :1) And we can lay up treasures
in heaven only by seeking "firs t
the kingdom of God, and hi s
righteousness . " (vs . 33) To seek
the kingdom "first" means that
it is the great objective of our
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lives ; that all things else we count
as loss and as dross .

The King James Version fail s
to reveal the full thought of the
Greek text with respect to no t
taking thought for the morrow .
It is essential to make some plans
for the morrow . The farmer must
sow if he expects to reap. The
merchant must order his suppl y
of merchandise if he expects t o
have anything on hand to sell.
In every field of endeavor a cer-
tain amount of planning ahead i s
necessary . What Jesus really sai d
was that we should not take anx-
ious thought about the future .

We do not need to be overly
concerned, for, as Jesus explained ,
"Your Heavenly Father knoweth
that ye have need of all thes e
things ." (vs . 32) Yes, the Lord
knows our material needs, and
will bless our reasonable effort s
to secure them without our bein g
overanxious . This leaves our
minds and hearts free to seek
"first" the kingdom of God, an d
to "lay up treasures in heaven . "

The expression, "treasures i n
heaven," is, of course, figurative ,
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and refers to all the joys and
blessings which await those who,
at the end of the narrow way o f
sacrifice, will hear the Master's,
"Well done, thou good and faith-
ful servant, . . . enter thou int o
the joy of thy Lord." (Matt . 25 :
21, 23) We do not literally sen d
heavenly "treasures" on befor e
us, but by the Lord's grace we
can prove worthy to inherit an d
enjoy them .

These "treasures" are many ,
and some of them are referred to
in the Bible. Jesus said to the
rich young ruler, "Go thy way,
sell whatsoever thou hast, an d
give to the poor, and thou shalt
have treasure in heaven ." (Mark
10:21) Apparently the disciple s
did not comprehend what Jesus
meant by "treasures" in heaven ,
and in Matthew's account, whe n
Jesus answered Peter's questio n
as to what they would receive in
return for giving up all to follow
him, he said, "Ye which have fol-
lowed me, in the regeneration
when the Son of Man shall sit
in the throne of his glory, y e
also shall sit upon twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Is-
rael ."—Matt . 19 :2 8

To be associate judges with Je-
sus, and to be enthroned with
him in glory, will be some of the
heavenly treasures to be inherit-
ed by the faithful.

The Lord promised Abraham
that his "seed" would bless al l
the families of the earth, and
Paul wrote, "If ye be Christ's,
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then are ye Abraham's seed, an d
heirs according to the promise . "
(Gal. 3:27-29) Here, then, is an-
other "treasure"—the privilege of
sharing in the blessing of all man-
kind with health and life .

Jesus said, "Be thou faithfu l
unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life"—another marvel-
ous treasure.—Rev . 2:10

Jesus also said, "To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit
with me in my throne, even as I
also overcame, and am set down
with my rather in his throne . "
(Rev . 3 :21) This is a "treasure" s o
rich that our finite minds are un-
able even to approximate its val-
ue .

Jesus also promised overcomers
that they would be given to ea t
of "the hidden manna"—symboli c
of immortality. What a value d
treasure this will be!—Rev . 2 :1 7

The overcomers are also prom-
ised "power over the nations,"
with authority to rule them with
a "rod of iron," even as Jesus ha s
such authority and power. To this
Jesus added, "And I will give hi m
the morning star . "—Rev . 2 :26-2 8

QUESTIONS
What did Jesus mean by seeking "first "

the kingdom of God ?
What did Jesus mean by taking n o

thought for the morrow?
How do we lay up " treasures in heav-

en," and what are some of the
heavenly treasures to be inherite d
by those who prove worthy?
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THE "SEED"

Article IV

.tiro of the promise

FTER Jesus was raised from the dead, he appeared to his
disciples a number of times, and "by many infallible proofs "

convinced them that he was alive again ; and he spoke to the m
of "the things pertaining to the kingdom of God." (Acts 1 :3 )
During the last of these appearances they made bold to ask him,
"Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Is-
rael?" (Acts 1 :6) Jesus' disciples were now convinced beyond an y
doubt that he was the Messiah of promise, the great King whos e
kingdom was to be set up in Jerusalem and which would exten d
its influence throughout the entire world . Naturally they con-
cluded that first of all this would mean the re-establishment o f
Israel's kingdom, which had been overthrown by Nebuchadnezza r
centuries before .

Jesus' reply to their inquiry concerning Israel's kingdom, whil e
not a direct answer to the disciples' question, was, nevertheless ,
very revealing; for it indicated that there was yet a great wor k
to be done ere the messianic kingdom, for which they hoped an d
longed, would be established . First Jesus said to his disciples ,
"It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which th e
Father hath put in his own power ." To this he added, "But ye
shall receive power after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you :
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in al l
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth . "
—Acts 1 :7, 8

Whatever of expectation these ardent followers of the Maste r
may have had of immediately becoming associated with him i n
a powerful government which would eventually rule the whol e
world, they would know from this commission to be his witnesses
that there was no prospect of at once entering into kingdo m
glory . The task assigned was a comprehensive one, and eve n
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though they may have thought of the "world" as being that re-
stricted territory which we now speak of as the Middle East, i t
still would require time to witness the Gospel throughout eve n
this limited territory.

So the disciples waited at Jerusalem as Jesus told them the y
should, until they received the Holy Spirit . This gift of divine
power came upon them on the Day of Pentecost . It was a marvel-
ous, yea, miraculous, demonstration of the favor of God upon thi s
little company of despised disciples of the Nazarene who ha d
been put to death, charged with treason against Rome.

Under the influence of this holy power, the Apostle Peter
preached a short but moving sermon to the thousands of Israel-
ites who had assembled within reach of his voice . He boldly
charged them with the sin of crucifying Jesus, with the result
that three thousand of them were "pricked" in their hearts an d
inquired what they should do . (Acts 2 :37, 41) Peter's reply to
this question was, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you i n
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shal l
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit . For the promise is unto you ,
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as man y
as the Lord our God shall call."—Acts 2 :38, 39

The Church

IN PETER'S reply to the repentant Jews who had asked what
they should do, he introduced a new aspect of the messianic
hope contained in the promise to Abraham that through his
"seed" all the families of the earth would be blessed . He assured
them that as Israelites "the promise is unto you, and to you r
children, and to all [Israelites] who are afar off," but to this Peter
added, "even as many as the Lord our God shall call . "

Three thousand of those who heard Peter's pentecostal sermo n
were among those whom the Lord "called ." From verse 47 w e
learn that the Lord "added to the church daily such as shoul d
be saved ." The word "church" translates the Greek word ekkle-
sia, which means "a calling out ." Thus the "church" of the New
Testament is composed of those whom the Lord calls . God neve r
intended that the whole world should be brought into his church .

The "church," on the other hand, is a "called" group of dedi -
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cated believers who accept Jesus as their Head, and devote thei r
lives to the doing of God's will . This dedication is likened to a
burial, or baptism, and is described as a baptism into Christ .
Concerning this called class the Apostle Paul wrote :

"As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put
on Christ . There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bon d
nor free, there is neither male nor female : for ye are all on e
in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham' s
seed, and heirs according to the promise ."—Gal . 3 :27-29

From this it is apparent that the "called out" ones, those wh o
constitute the true church of Christ because they have accepte d
his headship in their lives, are considered by God to be a part o f
the promised "seed" which is to be the agency for blessing al l
the families of the earth . This explains why the work of blessing
all the families of the earth did not begin with the first adven t
of Jesus . It explains why, when the disciples asked about th e
re-establishment of David's kingdom, he indicated that first the y
were to be his witnesses throughout all the earth ; for it is
through this witness work that the Lord calls the various one s
into the grand assembly which he calls the "church," and which ,
under Christ, will be the larger "seed" of Abraham .

The Gentile s
THE rapid influx of believing Israelites into the church be -

ginning with Pentecost did not continue . The religious leaders
began to oppose the work, and before long it was merely on e
here and there of the Jewish people who accepted the Gospel
when it was witnessed to them. God knew that it would be this
way, and since he had predetermined the number he wanted i n
the "church" as the faith seed of Abraham, he also had prear-
ranged that in due time his "call" should be extended to the
Gentiles .

The first Gentile convert of record was Cornelius, "a centurio n
of the band called the Italian band ." (Acts 10:1) He is described
as a "devout man, and one that feared God with all his house ,
which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway .
He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the da y
an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Corne -
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lius . And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, Wha t
is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are
come up for a memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa ,
and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter : he lodgeth with
one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side : he shall tell
thee what thou oughtest to do ."—Acts 10 :1-6

For centuries the Jewish people had been schooled in the
belief that they alone were God's chosen race . Indeed, God ha d
said to them, "You only have I known of all the families of th e
earth." (Amos 3 :2) They supposed that they alone were the in-
heritors of the promise made to their father Abraham concern-
ing the "seed" that was to bless all nations . For this reason even
Jesus' own apostles were not prepared for the great change i n
God's arrangements which was to permit Gentiles, through fait h
and obedence, to become fellow-heirs with them of the promise s
of God .

Having selected Peter as his servant to proclaim the Gospel t o
Cornelius, the first Gentile convert, God knew that he woul d
need special preparation for this assignment . So just before the
messengers sent to him reached the home of Simon the tanner, i n
Joppa, the Lord gave a vision to Peter . While waiting for dinne r
to be prepared, Peter went up onto the roof of Simon's home t o
pray.

"And he became very hungry, and would have eaten : but while
they made ready, he fell into a trance, and saw heaven opened,
and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a grea t
sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth : wherein
were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wil d
beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air . And there came
a voice to him, Rise, Peter ; kill, and eat . But Peter said, Not so ,
Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or un-
clean. And the voice spake unto him again the second time, Wha t
God hath cleansed, that call not thou common . This was done
thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven ."—
Acts 10 :10-16

Coming out of the "trance," Peter naturally wondered what
lesson the Lord desired him to learn from this incident . About
then the messengers sent by Cornelius arrived at Simon's hom e
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and asked "whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, wer e
lodged there." (vs . 18) And, "while Peter thought on the vision ,
the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. Arise
therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting noth-
ing: for I have sent them. Then Peter went down to the men
which were sent unto him from Cornelius ; and said, Behold, I am
he whom ye seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come?" —
vss. 18-21

The three messengers then related to Peter the purpose o f
their visit, explaining that Cornelius had been directed by an
angel of God to send for him and that he would explain to Cor-
nelius what he ought to do . The messengers were invited to re-
main overnight, and the next day Peter accompanied them o n
their return to Cornelius, of Caesarea. In expectation of their
arrival Cornelius "called together his kinsmen and near friends . "
—vs. 24

After meeting Cornelius, Peter entered the home, where th e
little company of Gentiles had assembled, and "he said unt o
them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man tha t
is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation ;
but God hath showed that I should not call any man common o r
unclean . Therefore came I unto you without gainsaying, as soon
as I was sent for : I ask therefore for what intent ye have sent fo r
me?"—vss. 28, 29

Cornelius and Household Accep t
PETER had properly understood the lesson of the sheet filled

with unclean animals which God had called clean. Upon the
basis of this he had gone to the home of Cornelius, a Gentile ,
and now he wanted to know what further responsibilities de-
volved upon him . Cornelius related his experience in being visit-
ed by an angel of God who instructed him to send for Peter ,
and the assurance the angel had given him that Peter would tell
him what he ought to do . Concluding, Cornelius said, "Imme-
diately therefore I sent to thee ; and thou hast well done that
thou art come. Now therefore are we all here present befor e
God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God ."—vs . 3 3

Peter then preached a short sermon to this Gentile audience ,
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explaining that Jesus was the "anointed of God," commissione d
to be the judge both of the "quick," the living, "and the dead ."
(vs . 42) In this, one of the great foundations of the Gospel whic h
was first preached to Abraham is emphasized; the fact, that is ,
that through the promised "Seed" the dead would be restored t o
life . (Gal. 3:8) None of the non-Christian religions of the worl d
teach that there will be a resurrection of the dead . Peter also
assured Cornelius and his friends that through Christ they
could receive "remission of their sins ."—vs . 43

While he was yet speaking the Holy Spirit fell upon the gather-
ing, giving the same evidence of God's acceptance of these Gen-
tiles into his family as had been given to the Jewish disciples o n
the day of Pentecost . Witnessing this, Peter said, "Can any ma n
forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have re-
ceived the Holy Spirit as well as we? And he commanded them
to be baptized in the name of the Lord ."—vss . 47, 4 8

The Jerusalem Conferenc e

WHILE Peter had been specially prepared to accept the fac t
that Gentiles could now, through faith and obedience, enter int o
the family of God and become fellow-heirs of God's promises wit h
Jewish believers, others in the Early Church had not, so a con-
troversy developed among them . None was inclined to keep Gen -
tile believers out of the church, but there were those who in-
sisted that they could not be saved unless they were circumcised .

Finally it was considered wise to hold a conference in Jerusa-
lem to weigh this issue and decide upon some official position t o
take with respect to the Gentile believers. Meanwhile, of course ,
these were increasing in numbers, especially as a result of the
ministry of Paul and Barnabas, who were present at the Jerusa-
lem conference and bore eloquent testimony of the marvelous
manner in which God was manifesting his favor toward Gentil e
believers. Peter also told his experience in connection with Cor-
nelius .

James appears to have been the chairman of this conferenc e
and, after hearing the testimonies of Paul and Peter, he an-
swered, saying, "Men and brethren, hearken unto me : Simeon
[Simon Peter] hath declared how God at the first did visit th e
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Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. And to thi s
agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, After this I
will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, whic h
is fallen down ; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I wil l
set it up: that the residue of men might seek after the Lord, an d
all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord ,
who doeth all these things . Known unto God are all his works
from the beginning of the world ."—Acts 15 :13-18

James had been convinced that now, for the first time, Go d
had "visited" the Gentiles and was inviting believers to partici-
pate in his plan, or, as he stated it, was taking out from the
Gentiles "a people for his name," those who would be member s
of his family and, through Christ, bear his name as sons . This
was the opportunity which Jesus extended to all in the Jewis h
nation, but only a few accepted. We read concerning this tha t
Jesus "came unto his own, and his own received him not . But
as many as received him, to them gave he power to become th e
sons of God."—John 1 :11, 12

Beginning with Cornelius, God had turned to the Gentiles t o
find the remaining ones to make up his foreordained numbe r
to constitute his "house of sons ." James reminds us that all of
God's works are foreknown by him . It was not a failure of his
plan that caused him to turn to the Gentiles . Jesus had instructe d
his disciples to go into all the world with the Gospel, and, as
God looks upon them, those whom he calls are neither Jews
nor Gentiles, for they are all one in Christ Jesus .—Gal. 3 :27-29

After explaining that God had visited the Gentiles to take ou t
of them a people for his name, James added, "To this agree th e
words of the prophets; as it is written, After this I will retur n
and will build again the tabernacle of David, . . . that the residue
of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles upo n
whom my name is called." (Amos 9 :11, 12) James did not say
that the coming of the Gentiles into the church in his day wa s
the fulfilment of Amos' prophecy concerning "all the Gentiles . "
Rather, he said that it was in harmony with that prophecy .

The time when "all the Gentiles" will be given their oppor-
tunity is after the building again of the tabernacle, or house, o f
David . Prior to this must be the work of calling out from the

24

	

THE DAWN



Gentiles a people for the Lord's name. When the disciples aske d
Jesus, "Wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Is -
real?" he could have explained this point in detail, but the dis-
ciples, not having received the Holy Spirit, and not being other -
wise prepared for it, could not have received an explanatio n
which involved inviting Gentiles to become fellow-heirs with
them in the hope of reigning with Christ, so he simply told the m
that their commission for the present was to go into all the worl d
as his witnesses, beginning at Jerusalem .

As we have seen, Jesus is the One who is to sit on "the throne
of David, . . . to order it, and to establish it ." (Isa . 9 :6, 7) The sons
of God of the present age, called from both Jews and Gentiles ,
are to share that kingdom with him, so its establishment mus t
wait until all of these are gathered out from the world and they
prove their worthiness for the exalted position to which they ar e
called .

This work of taking out from the Gentiles a "people for his
name" has already taken nearly two thousand years, and it is
still in progress . Meanwhile, countless millions in a nominal sens e
have associated themselves with the name of Christ, the vast ma-
jority of whom have had no conception whatever of the divine
purpose centered in him, or what it really means to be one o f
his footstep followers .

The masses of nominal Christians have not known that Jesu s
was sent into the world in fulfilment of God's promise to Abra-
ham concerning a "seed" who would bless all the families of th e
earth. Neither have they known that by suffering and dying with
Jesus, his followers qualify to be joint-heirs with him in the
inheritance of the Abrahamic promise, that they, too, can thu s
be a part of the "seed" through which blessings of life and happi-
ness will yet flow out to all mankind .

However, the work of calling, selecting, and proving those wh o
will constitute the "people for his name" has gone steadily on ,
unnoticed and unknown to the world . The world has not known
these in their true light, even as it did not know Jesus . (I John
3 :1) Many times they have been persecuted by the world and
by worldly churches, even as Jesus was persecuted. The "enmity "
which the Creator said would exist between the "seed" of Sata n
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and the "seed" of the woman has often led to acute suffering b y
these, even as it led to the crucifixion of Jesus .—Gen. 3 :13-15
"After This "

EVENTUALLY this phase of the divine plan for the recover y
of the human race from sin and death will be completed, an d
then will follow the glorious consummation of that plan . It will
be then that the typical kingdom of David will merge into th e
antitypical kingdom of the Messiah, the "Seed" of promise . And
it will be through the agencies of that kingdom in the hands of
Jesus and his joint-heirs that "all the families of the earth" wil l
be blessed .

This, indeed, will be the purpose of re-establishing the thron e
of David with Jesus as King. James expressed it thus, "That the
residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles ,
upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all
these things."(Acts 15 :17) God's promise concerning the "seed"
not only gave assurance that he would provide a Deliverer, but
also that "all" nations would be blessed through him . Yes, "all
the Gentiles," and all the unbelieving Israelites as well, will b e
the recipients of the promised blessings of life, blessings which
will flow to them through Christ, and through the believing one s
from among both Jews and Gentiles who will be associated wit h
him in his kingdom.

Yes, God foreknew and foretold his wonderful works on behal f
of the children of men . Let us rejoice in the hope that his prom-
ises set before us, promises which assure the faithful follower s
of Jesus that they are to be associated with him in the rulership
of the messianic kingdom, and promises which assure us that
mankind in general, the living and those who have died, will b e
given an opportunity, through belief and obedience, to be re-
stored to perfection of human life here on the earth . Truly, our s
is a great and wonderful God !

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION S

Are you enjoying the monthly visits of The Dawn Magazine ?
Since it is more blessed to give than to receive, why not shar e
the blessing of these monthly visits with others . The gift
subscription of six for $5.00 still applies. Single subscription s
$1.00 .



CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

The Most Vital Consideration
for a Christian

THE most vital consideration for
a Christian is not whether h e

has gained all the knowledge o f
the ages, nor yet whether he
knows all mysteries and can de-
termine with accuracy the times
and seasons of God's appoint-
ment . Although these accomplish-
ments are praiseworthy, the mos t
vital consideration for a Christia n
is his growth in the grace, favor,
and the knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. And not
merely in the knowledge alone ,
but in the product of that knowl-
edge. Hence, when we speak of
growing in the grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus it
means much more than knowin g
about him and his teachings, al-
though that is a very good begin-
ning .

Growing in this way is urged
by both the Apostles Peter and
Paul . In fact, the very last word s
the Apostle Peter wrote to "them
that have obtained like precious
faith with us" are : "Ye therefore ,
beloved, seeing ye know thes e
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things before," or (Diaglott), "be-
ing forewarned," "beware lest ye
also, being led away with the er-
ror of the wicked," or (Diaglott),
"the deceit of the lawless," "fal l
from your own stedfastness . But
grow in grace, favor, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To him be glory
both now and forever ."—II Pet .
3 :17, 1 8

In this 3rd chapter of th e
Apostle Peter's second and las t
letter, he outlines God's plan of
the ages, and then in conclusion
warns against those who would
pervert the Scriptures to thei r
own destruction ; being, as the
Diaglott renders it, "uninstructe d
and unstable ." He closes his let-
ter by exhorting them to grow in
favor, and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Savior .

The Apostle Paul likewise call s
the attention of our Lord's fol-
lowers to this vital matter, only
he uses different language to con-
vey the same meaning. For in -
stance, in Colossians 1 :26, 27 he
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speaks of the mystery hidden
from ages and generations but
now made manifest to his saints ,
which he states is "Christ in you ,
the hope of glory." Brother Rus-
sell, commenting on this state-
ment of the apostle, says, on page
1273 of the Reprints, "The wealt h
of God's wonderful favor to th e
church of Christ is briefly com-
prehended in that one expression
of the Apostle Paul, `Christ in
you, the hope of glory .' "

In the 2nd chapter of this same
epistle, the 6th and 7th verses, h e
writes, "As ye have received
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk y e
in him: rooted and built up in
him, and stablished in the faith ,
as ye have been taught, abound-
ing therein with thanksgiving, "
and then adds in the next verse ,
"Beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain de-
ceit, after the traditions of men ,
after the rudiments, or elements ,
of this world, and not after
Christ . "

Again in II Corinthians 4 :10 ,
11 : "Always bearing about in the
body the dying of the Lord Jesus ,
that the life also of Jesus might
be made manifest in our body .
For we which live are alway de -
livered unto death for Jesus '
sake, that the life also of Jesus
might be made manifest in ou r
mortal body." In the 13th chap -
ter, 5th verse, he continues : "Ex-
amine yourselves, whether ye b e
in the faith; prove your own

selves . Know ye not your own
selves, how that Jesus Christ i s
in you, except ye be reprobates
[Dr. Strong, unapproved, i .e., re-
jected, by implication, worth-
less]? "

In Galatians 4:19 he states,
"My little children, of whom I
travail in birth again until Chris t
be formed in you ." Throughou t
this epistle Paul contrasts the
keeping of the Law with the exer-
cise of faith, and notes that those
who were endeavoring to justify
themselves by the keeping of th e
Law were outside the pale o f
faith; that only faith in God's
purpose in The Christ, composed
of both Jews and Gentiles, coul d
bring to their realization the sav-
ing grace and divine blessin g
sought .

Again, in Colossians 3 :16, 17 ,
Paul writes : "Let the Word o f
Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom; teaching and admonish-
ing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, sing-
ing with grace [Diaglott, grati-
tude] in your hearts to the Lord.
And whatsoever ye do in word or
deed; do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to Go d
the Father by him. "

Various figures of speech are
used by the apostles to illustrate
this most vital consideration fo r
a Christian to grow into his like-
ness . Two of these figures of
speech, illustrative of this growth ,
are related to human and physi-
cal development . The first one is
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that of newborn babes requirin g
the milk, or basic elements of
nourishment of the Word of Go d
upon which the growth and de-
velopment of the new creature
in Christ Jesus is predicated . The
other figure is that of the embryo
requiring quickening, energizing
and nourishment in order tha t
the fetus may develop and b e
born upon the spiritual plane of
existence . In the case of the faith-
ful, spirit-begotten new creatur e
in Christ Jesus, the birth is to
the highest form of life, the di -
vine .

Resorting to the first figure, we
read in I Peter 2 :2, 3 : "As new-
born babes, desire the milk of th e
Word, that ye may grow thereby ;
if so be ye have tasted that the
Lord is gracious ." The Apostl e
Paul also uses the same illustra-
tion a number of times. In I Co-
rinthians 3 :1-3 he writes : "And I,
brethren, could not speak unt o
you as unto spiritual, but as unt o
carnal, even as unto babes in
Christ . I have fed you with milk ,
and not with meat [Diaglott, solid
food]: for hitherto ye were not
able to bear it, neither yet now
are able . For ye are carnal ; for
whereas there is among you en-
vying, and strife, and division s
[margin, factions], are ye not car-
nal, and walk as men [margin, ac -
cording to a man]?" and therefore
not according to the example an d
instructions of the Lord and his
personally chosen apostles .

Again, in Hebrews 5 :8-14, Pau l
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uses this same form of expressio n
to show immaturity . He tells his
Jewish brethren that they have
need that one teach them again
which be the first principles of
the oracles of God ; and are be-
come such as have need of milk,
and not strong meat. "For every
one that useth milk is unskilful in
the word of righteousness : for he
is a babe. But strong meat belong-
eth to them that are of full age ,
or complete, mature, even those
who by reason of use have thei r
senses exercised [Diagloft and
margin, faculties habitually, as a
matter of habit, exercised] to dis-
cern both good and evil . "

This matter of growth into his
likeness in the full, complete
sense is brought to our attentio n
in Ephesians 4 :11-15 . It reads :
"And he gave some, apostles ; and
some, prophets ; and some, evan-
gelists ; and some, pastors and
teachers ; for the perfecting [Dia-
glott, complete qualification] of
the saints, for the work of th e
ministry, for the edifying of th e
body of Christ : till we all come in
the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God ,
unto a perfect, or full grown ,
man, unto the measure of statur e
of the fulness of Christ : that we
henceforth be no more children,
tossed to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of doc-
trine, by the sleight of men, and
cunning craftiness, whereby they
lie in wait to deceive ; but speak-
ing the truth in love, may grow
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up into him in all things, whic h
is the Head, even Christ. "

In his consideration of having
Christ formed in us, Brother Rus-
sell mentions four outstanding
characteristics manifesting growt h
into his likeness to be love, faith,
obedience, and zeal . Also a fifth—
determination, stedfastness, sta-
bility, for without this last men-
tioned characteristic, a weaknes s
of character would be indicated .

Our Lord and his apostles man-
ifested these characteristics, and
especially this last one of deter-
mination, stability, and fixity of
purpose, and it is this that will
assure us of success in manifest-
ing the other four. We often sing,
"My goal is Christ, and Chris t
alone," and that being the case,
it would mean that nothin g
should be permitted to interfer e
with or to deter us from attaining
that desirable objective ; and it is
determination, stability, and fixi-
ty of purpose that is primarily es-
sential if we would reap the re -
wards of faith .

The word zeal, in the Greek ,
primarily means "heat." Dr .
Strong defines it to be ardor in
the favorable sense, and jealousy
in the unfavorable sense . The
word in the favorable sense re-
minds us of the statement in
Psalm 69 :9 and John 2 :17, refer -
ring to our Lord: "The zeal of
thine house hath eaten me up ,
or consumed me . "

The spiritual germ of life be-
gotten in us, through our hearin g
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and zealously heeding the Word
of truth, is quickened and devel-
oped, ready for birth on the spir-
itual plane of life . Otherwise the
grace of God thus begun in us
would be in vain so far as a ful l
reward is concerned.

A person may acquire a knowl-
edge of God's character and pla n
for the recovery from sin and
death of humanity, and yet not
enter fully into the spirit of that
understanding . Only by devotedly
following the teachings and pre-
cepts of the divine Word can any-
one hope to develop the charac-
ter qualifications requisite to glo-
rification with our Lord and
Head .

The meaning of this word
"quicken" is to vitalize or mak e
alive: and when we think of this
process as it affects our spiritual
growth into his likeness, we also
think of zeal, energy, ardor, fer-
vency of Spirit as evidences of
our new life . It would be sense-
less to think that such a remark-
able and superlative nature a s
the divine, the very nature of the
glorious Creator himself, would
be granted to any but those who
had fully and completely com-
plied with the requisite terms
and conditions, and who ha d
thereby demonstrated the same
earnestness, sincerity, integrity ,
and fidelity characterized by our
Lord and Head and his faithful
apostles. It is by putting int o
practice those divine principles
in our daily lives that will insur e

THE DAWN



our hope of sharing with him the
glorious future prospects prom-
ised the faithful overcomers .

We cannot expect fully to meas-
ure up to the divine pattern set
before us in Christ Jesus, becaus e
he was holy, harmless, undefiled,
and separate from sinners to start
with, whereas we were unholy
and of the sinner race . (Heb. 7 :26 )
However, it is the intense ear-
nestness, sincerity, and whole-
heartedness with which we en-
deavor to follow on to know him
and the power of his resurrection
that will measure the degree o f
our heart intentions. As we have
learned, it is the motive, the in -
tent, the Almighty sees in us tha t
will determine the outcome . It is
no wonder, therefore, that our
Lord said: "Blessed are the pur e
in heart for they shall see God . "

While the motive is of primary
importance, good intentions alone
are insufficient . Those good in-
tentions must bear fruit by ac-
tions and deeds that demonstrate
those good intentions. Our Lord
said, "By their fruits ye shal l
know them." Unless unselfish ,
disinterested love, the love tha t
is of God, is the motivating prin-
ciple in our lives, all the good
intentions would avail nothing in
the sight of God, as shown by the
Apostle Paul in I Corinthians, th e
13th chapter . In that chapter, a s
we know, love is indicated b y
what it does and what it does not
do. The apostle shows that we
might have all faith, so as to re-
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move mountains, yet if lacking
this divine quality of love, w e
would amount to nothing in his
sight .

A great deal may be said abou t
love, but the important thing is
its power to put into effect our
words and conduct according to
the divine standard set before u s
in the person of Jesus Christ .
However, without the confident
assurance of the promises of God,
we might flounder around in in-
ertia, thereby jeopardizing our
prospects of becoming like our
Lord Jesus. Faith, therefore, is a
primary requisite to the making
of our calling and election sure .
Obedience, also, is fundamenta l
to growth into his likeness, for
even of our Lord it is said (Heb .
5 :8) that he learned obedience b y
the things which he suffered ,
showing that even in sufferin g
there is virtue as we strive t o
reflect his likeness .

The secret of our Lord's tri-
umph over even death itself is
indicated by the statement in
Colossians 2:15, which reads :
"And having spoiled principali-
ties and powers [Diagiott, stripped
governments and authorities], he
made a show of them openly, tri-
umphing over them [margin] IN
HIMSELF ." He didn't triumph
over them by using force, but b y
exhibiting the sterling qualitie s
of the godlikeness he possessed.
He could not be intimidated by

(Continued on page 34 .)

31



	 r	DAWNPUBLICATION S

TEN CENT BOOKLETS—12 for $1 .00

Israel in History and Prophecy—6 4
pages—Reveals the prophetic significance
of the present rebuilding of Palestine .

Christ's Thousand-Year Kingdom—6 4
pages—Shows that the reign of Chris t
is for the blessing of "all the families
of the earth . "

Our Lord's Return—48 pages—Reveal s
manner and purpose of Christ's return .

A Royal Nation—Refutes the theory that
the "ten lost tribes of Israel" are th e
kingdom people of the Bible .

God and Reason—96 pages—An outlin e
of God's plan of salvation together wit h
an examination of many prophecies.

The Truth About Hell—64 pages—Exam-
ines every text containing the word hell .

The Grace of Jehovah—64 pages—Shows
the love of God in his provision of sal-
vation for Adam and his race .

Creation—112 pages—Examines the Gen-
esis account of creation .

Hope Beyond the Grave—96 pages —
Presents the teachings of the Bible con-
cerning the soul, spirit, heaven, hell, an d
paradise .

God's Plan—48 pages—A brief outlin e
of the divine plan of salvation, illustrate d
by charts .
When a Man Dies—48 pages—Answers
the question, Where are the dead?

FIVE CENT BOOKLETS—25 for $1 .00

These publications contain 32 pages .

Aramageddon, Then World Peace—Dis-
cusses prophecies relating to our day ,
showing the manner in which God's hand
is in the affairs of men .

Jesus, the World's Savior—A portrait of
the character and work of Jesus .

The Light of the World—Identifies th e
true witnesses of Jehovah, and of Jesus .

The Church—Identifies the true church ,
and explains how to become a member .

Born of the Spirit—Shows the difference
between Spirit begetting and Spirit birth .

What Can a Man Believe?—Calls atten-
tion to the testimony of all God's Hol y
prophets.

The Blood of Atonement—Shows tha t
there is no salvation outside of Christ .

The Day of Judgment—Presents hope fo r
the unsaved dead .

Reincarnation Versus Resurrection—Show s
that the dead will return in the resur-
rection, not as other people, but as
themselves, and will know one another .

Your Adversary the Devil—Answers the
questions, Who is the Devil, and Who
created him ?

Divine Healing—Gives assurance tha t
eventually all the sick will be healed .

Spiritualism—Answers the question, Ca n
the living talk with the dead ?

Peace Through Christ's Kingdom—Points
out from the Bible the world's only hop e
of lasting peace.

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—An under-
standable presentation, and scriptural .

Does God Answer Prayer?—A comfortin g
and reassuring presentation .

Hope for a Fear-filled World—Reveals th e
"silver lining" to present dark "clouds ."



Informative and Devotiona l

GOD'S PROMISES COME TRU E

This is a book for children . It contain s
forty-eight Bible stories, with illustrations.
Among the stories are, "The First Ship-
builder;" "A King Who Ate Grass;" an d
"The Most Important Baby ." Cloth bound,
$2 .00 .

HYMNS OF DAW N

Here is a choice collection of three hun-
dred and sixty favorite hymns, with mu -
sic. It contains many of the best love d
hymns of all denominations . Bound i n
cloth, $1 .0 0

OUR MOST HOLY FAITH
DAILY HEAVENLY MANN A

A devotional book containing a Bibl e
text and comment for each day in th e
year. It also has ruled pages for birth -
day records . Bound in durable water -
proof cloth, $1 .0 0

TABERNACLE SHADOWS

An unusual book which presents the
typical significance of the various sacri-
ficial services of the tabernacle erected
by Moses in the wilderness. It is clot h
bound and is priced at 50 cents .

"BEHOLD YOUR KING "

This book deals with prophecies pertain-
ing to the manner, time, and purpose
of our Lord's return and second presence .
It identifies the fulilment of prophecie s
in the major world events of our day .
One hundred and fifty-two pages, clot h
bound, 50 cents .

This book contains a compilation of ar-
ticles and sermons by Pastor Charles
raze Russell—seventy-four articles an d
eleven sermons. It contains more than
seven hundred pages, and is cloth bound .
Price, $2 .0 0

"THE BOOK OF BOOKS"

A unique publication which explains th e
format and general themes of the Bible ,
tracing them from book to book, and
from the Old Testament to the New Tes-
tament . It contains three hundred an d
twenty pages, and is bound in cloth .
Price, $1 .00

"HOPE"—This little booklet is prepare d
specially for mailing to relatives an d
friends of the deceased . They are price d
at twelve for twenty-five cents . This price
includes envelopes in which they can b e
mailed .

IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE S

Various booklets and books are available in the following foreign languages : German ;
Italian ; French ; Lithuanian ; Greek; Danish ; Polish ; Roumanian ; Hungarian; Hebrew ;
Slovak; Finnish ; Spanish ; Dutch ; and Swedish . Details concerning literature availabl e
in any of these languages will be furnished upon request .

DAWN PUBLICATIONS

	

East Rutherford

	

NEW JERSEY



(Continued from page 31 . )

the exhibition of power, or over-
awed by pretentious and impos-
ing authority, nor yet by the se-
ductive influence of friend or foe ,
such as the time when he wa s
tempted by Satan, and when
Peter tried to dissuade him fro m
the course divinely mapped out
for him. Nor yet when he ap-
peared before Pilate, discountin g
his power and authority, except
as permitted by Jehovah .

And it was this quality of un-
remitting devotion and fidelity t o
the will of God that was exhibited
by the redoubtable apostles o f
the Lord Jesus. And this is the
example we endeavor to follow.
While we cannot measure up t o
our Lord's perfection, havin g
been shapen in iniquity and in
sin conceived, as expressed b y
David of himself in Psalm 51 :5,
yet it is possible for us to main-
tain that same degree of confi-
dence, and rejoicing of the hop e
set before us even amidst horren-
dous circumstances, and to the
end of our sojourn here, if w e
continue to look to God for th e
grace and strength to help in our
time of need .

Jesus' apostles, imperfect like
unto us, have shown through
their words and example that i t
can be done, that overcoming i s
possible through the grace and
help of God's Holy Spirit operat-
ing in and through us, even as
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it did in them. There may be a
difference in degree, but there
should be a similarity in its ef-
fect upon us to stand and not
fall in this, our own trial for life
eternal.

Our Lord, nevertheless, is our
exemplar. He blazed the trail . He
overcame and triumphed ove r
death . He knows our every weak-
ness, and will provide the needed
succor because we have been an d
are willing and eager to suffer
with him the loss of all things
mundane . He will not fail us, we
can be sure, if we have demon-
strated, through trial and expe-
rience, our love for and complete
devotion to him and the cause of
righteousness and truth, by pa-
tient continuance in the well-do-
ing of God's will as it has been
disclosed to us through his Word .
(Rom. 2 :7) A fitting summation to
this subject of "The Most Vita l
Consideration for a Christian" is
Brother Russell's statement as
found on page 1274 of the Re -
prints :

"Let us inquire more particu-
larly what it is to have Chris t
formed in us . It is not merely to
have a knowledge of Christ an d
of the divine plan which God i s
working out through him . It is
not merely to have an admiratio n
for his character and glory, or a
desire to share his glory in the
day of his manifestation; it is not
merely to talk loudly of the
truth, nor make long prayers, no r
to wear solemn faces and make
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loud professions of holiness . Thi s
is the negative answer to the
question, but what is the affirma-
tive? We answer, it is to have a
Christlike character formed in
us as a result of the begettin g
power of the truth and of the
exceeding great and preciou s
promises inspiring in us love to
God and all his creatures ; faith
in his sure Word of promise and
in his ability and willingness t o
accomplish all his purposes ; obe-
dience, or full consecration to th e
will of God at any cost to self ,
and a fixed determination ever
to abide by his expressed will ;
and zeal, which makes manifest
this disposition of heart in activi-
ty for the accomplishment of th e
purposes of God insofar as the
Scriptures inform us that human
agency can effect them. These
fundamental principles of Chris-
tian character—love, faith, obe-
dience and zeal—must be estab-
lished before the new creature
can be said to exist at all. And if
they are thus established, God
has provided the conditions nec-
essary to their gradual growth
and development until, in due
time, the new creature is bor n
into full perfection and glory of
the divine nature.

"If these principles of Chris-
tian character are not definitely
formed or fixed in us, we will
always be vacillating in our fait h
and obedience, and lacking in
love and devotion to God ; and we
can therefore have no good hope
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of the reward of the faithful . . . .
Let all who aspire to the inheri-
tance of the saints make sure that
they have the Christ character
formed in them, that the prin-
ciples so notable in Christ's char-
acter are established in them . Let
us each see that we do not hin-
der the development of this char-
acter by giving our time, our vi-
tality, our means, etc ., to the pur-
suit of the things of this world .
Have you love? Is it manifeste d
in fervent zeal for the honor of
God, the spread of the truth, an d
the blessing of his children? Are
you seeking and finding oppor-
tunities for thus showing the
Lord how much you love? Have
you faith? Is it unmistakably
manifested, not merely in pro-
fession, but in bold and definite
acts of faith? If a million dollars
were promised to any man who
would walk from Pittsburgh to
Buffalo, and a dozen men pro-
fessed faith in the promise, an d
yet only one actually started out .
and walked, the natural and cor-
rect inference would be that the
other eleven did not have the
faith. If they had the faith i n
such a promise, it would arouse
them to activity . And just so, any
man who appreciates fully, an d
believes the exceeding great an d
precious promises of God to the
church, will make haste and run
for them; and he will closely ob-
serve the directions, too, that h e
may not run in vain.
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"And if Christ be formed in
him, these established principle s
of Christian character will hol d
him firm and steady in the midst
of temptations and error; and he
will not be easily moved either
from the practice of righteousness
or from sound scriptural doctrine .
He will demand a `Thus saith th e
Lord' for every doctrine, and on
that sure Word he will dare de-
pend. And the language of hi s
heart as expressed in his dail y
life will be (Ps. 57 :7, 9), `My heart
is fixed, 0 God, my heart i s
fixed : . . . I will praise thee, 0
Lord, among the people . '

"While such must be the per-
sonal condition of every heir of
the kingdom, the special work of
every such one should be to help
those begotten by the Word of
truth to arrive at this conditio n
of fixed and quickened Christian
character . Be not satisfied, be-
loved fellow-laborers, when thos e
within range of your influenc e
are merely begotten by the Word
of truth, but, by instruction, ex-
ample, and assistance, labor dili-
gently to have Christ formed in
them, the hope of glory ; and then ,
so far as possible, minister als o
to their further development, that
they may be born in the glorious
divine nature . "

Ponder for a moment what this
all means to every one of us! I f
any of us has been used by Go d
in any small way or to any de -

gree, by word or example, to help
a fellow-member in Christ attain
to this most essential maturity in
Christ, so that he may obtain the
reward of the divine nature, it
means not only that God has rec-
ognized and approved our minis -
try, but additionally, that we have
achieved the most outstanding of
all the works and deeds it is pos-
sible for an imperfect being t o
accomplish . The fact that this o r
that one is born in Zion should
help us to realize the profundit y
and seriousness of our ministry of
God's Holy Word of truth .

If, as our Lord stated, even the
giving of a cup of cold water fo r
the refreshment of a disciple o f
the Lord will not fail of recogni-
tion and reward, what will the as-
sistance given to one such towar d
reaping the greatest and most
glorious prize in the whole uni-
verse mean to Jehovah, our Heav-
enly Father, and his glorifie d
Son, Christ Jesus ?

May we all realize, from thi s
time forward, the riches of hi s
grace toward us in affording u s
such a wonderful opportunity of
being co-workers with our great
and glorious Heavenly Father in
these days of stress and strain o f
preparation for the inauguration
of Christ's kingdom! And may w e
be ever mindful of this most vita l
consideration for a Christian to
be a copy of God's dear Son, ou r
Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus !
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THE BRITISH SECTION
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O
N THE sixteenth day of Nisan,
the first month of the sacred

Jewish year, "the morrow afte r
the sabbath," or "feast of unleav-
ened bread" of the 15th, there
was to be, in Israel of old, the
waving of a sheaf of the first-
fruits of their harvest . (Lev. 23 :
5, 6, 9-11, 15, 16) This waving o f
the first ripe sheaf before the
Lord typified the resurrection o f
Christ our Lord as the "firstfrui t
of those having fallen asleep."—
I Cor. 15 :20, Diaglot t

Fifty days after that "morrow
after the sabbath" came the "feas t
of weeks" of Pentecost, when t o
Israel the instruction was, "Y e
shall bring out of your habita-
tions two wave loaves : . . . they
shall be baken with leaven ; they
are the firstfruits unto the Lord . "
(Exod . 34 :22 ; Lev . 23 :16, 17) These
two wave loaves offered on the
fiftieth day—Pentecost—repre-
sented the presenting of the
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church before God, and its ac-
ceptance through the merit of th e
great High Priest as a "kind of
firstfruits of his creatures ."—
James 1 :1 8

Why were two loaves used to
illustrate God's acceptance of th e
antitypical firstfruits? It shoul d
be borne in mind that althoug h
the principal work of the Gospe l
age is gathering the firstfruits ,
the church, God foresaw that
there would be a great man y
others who would turn to him b y
faith in Christ and begin to run
the race for the prize of the high
calling.

These, although lovers of th e
Lord for what he had done fo r
them, and possessing an earnes t
desire to know and to do his will ,
would for various reasons com e
short of their covenant with him .
They would thus fail to suffer
with Christ ; to be baptized into
his death, and on this account
would be counted unworthy to
reign with him as "kings and
priests unto God."—Rev. 1 : 6

These, although loving the
Lord, are side-tracked by one
cause or another; perhaps by
"the care of this world, and th e
deceitfulnes of riches," whether
obtaining them or not. (Matt.13 :
22) But because of having com e
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with acceptability to the Lord ,
and having been justified by faith
and begotten of the Holy Spirit ,
these must be born of the Spirit
or lose life altogether. Hence the
Scriptures teach that this "great
multitude," who for various rea-
sons come short of the great
prize, experience "destruction of
the flesh, that the spirit may be
saved in the day of the Lord."—
I Cor. 5 :5, Diaglott ; Rev . 7 : 9

The two loaves, therefore, rep-
resented the two classes of the
consecrated—the overcoming
"little flock" ; and "the great mul-
titude," who do not make the
high calling theirs by overcomin g
the world as they might an d
should . It is recorded in Leviticu s
23:17 that the two loaves "shal l
be baken with leaven," a symbo l
of sin, and from this we learn
that at the time of acceptance ,
both of these classes are sinners ;
"children of wrath, even as oth-
ers," and are acceptable only
through the merit of the great
High Priest .—Eph. 2 : 3

Distinction Pronounce d

IN THE Book of Revelation,
chapter 7, we see the "John" clas s
[the church] given a vision of the
work of the Gospel age . First are
shown the overcomers, to whom,
as the "little flock," it is the Fa-
ther's good pleasure to give the
kingdom. (Luke 12 :32) These com-
prise the divine temple of livin g
stones, which to all eternity wil l
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be God's dwelling place .—Ps . 132 :
13, 14 ; Rev. 7 :1- 4

Then follows the scene of " a
great multitude, which no man
could number"—a number which
no man can compute—a number
which, unlike that of the "bride"
class, the "kings and priests unto
God," is not a predestinated and
revealed number . (Rev . 7 :9) These
are represented as being before
the throne of God, and serving
him "day and night in his
temple ."—Rev. 7 :1 5

Having regard to the fact that
God's temple or dwelling place i s
a company of beings, partaker s
of his own divine nature, thes e
others comprising the "great mul-
titude," who are to be associate d
with them, must also become spir-
it beings . During the thousand
years of the kingdom these will
be performing a necessary work
for mankind as ministering spir-
its, somewhat similar to the min-
istry the angels perform for th e
church during the Gospel age .—
Heb . 1 :1 4

The marks of distinction be-
tween this great company and th e
"little flock" are very pro-
nounced, both as respects their
present course and their futur e
blessing . The faithful overcomers ,
the "little flock," watch and keep
their garments unspotted from
the world . And this is given as
one of the special conditions of
acceptance as "overcomers" t o
joint-heirship with the Lord .
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These "have not defiled thei r
garments ." (Rev . 3 :14) They have
kept themselves "unspotted from
the world ." (James 1 :27) The y
have not been willing to permit
sin to contaminate them and to
separate them from the Lord, but
have quickly applied for, and ob-
tained, the precious blood to re-
move every stain .

They are so heartily oppose d
to sin, and so earnest about keep-
ing their garments clean, tha t
the Adversary gets no hold upon
them. (I John 5:18) All this in-
dicates a full submission of thei r
wills to the will of Christ. They
are "dead with Christ," and hence
could not willingly practice sin .
(Rom. 6:8) Their reward is the
crown of life, immortality, and t o
be with Jesus on his throne.—
Rev. 3 :2 1

A Contras t

NOW contrast with these th e
great company, lacking the in-
tense love and zeal of the over -
corners . They do not keep their
garments cleansed. There is in-
sufficient watchfulness and care .
As a result, they lose all the re-
wards promised to the overcom-
ers; and, having failed in the race,
they would get nothing if it were
not for the Lord's favor .

Divine grace, however, canno t
admit to heavenly perfection
those who have not robes of spot-
less righteousness . Hence we are
shown that these who have no t
properly cared for their gar-
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ments, and kept them white, mus t
be put through severe experienc-
es before they can in any sens e
of the word be sharers of heaven-
ly favors .—Rev. 7 :1 4

These severe experiences ar e
shown in symbolic language as
"great tribulation" in which they
"have washed their robes, and
made them white, in the blood of
the Lamb ." Penance, or suffering,
although it may be necessary a s
proper punishment and discipline ,
does not cleanse these robes, bu t
as stated in Revelation 7 :14, th e
efficacy for the cleansing is in
"the blood of the Lamb." Many
will thus be purged, purified, and
their garments, which had bee n
badly spotted and tarnished by
contact with the world, will b e
cleansed of every guilty stai n
when, realizing the folly of their
course, they shall repentantly ap-
peal to the Lord and use his help .

But sad disappointments are at-
tached to the experiences of this
company . It is because they
"fear" the reproaches of Chris t
that they shirk present privileges
and opportunities for walkin g
with him "in white," in the "suf-
ferings of this present time . "
(Heb. 2 :15; Rom. 8:18) They not
only miss the present joys and
rejoicings of those who are faith-
ful, but sooner or later they mus t
come through still greater suffer-
ings—great pressure, great afflic-
tion, great tribulation—if they
would attain even to a lower
place in the spirit realm.
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These are not a people who re-
pudiate the Lord in any sense .
On the contrary, they are "vir-
gins," but foolish in that they
vainly try to please and serve
both God and mammon . (Matt . 25 :
1, 2) They waste precious oppor-
tunities trying to find an easier
way of following their Lord tha n
by "being made conformable unto
his death."—Phil . 3 :1 0

Voluntaril y

THE "overcomers" suffer with
Christ voluntarily, and with joy .
They look upon these sufferings
as light afflictions, working ou t
for them an exceeding and eter-
nal weight of glory . (II Cor. 4:17 )
Theirs is a willing sacrifice . For
them, full, wholehearted conse-
cration to God is a very great an d
happy privilege.

But those of the great company
suffer largely involuntarily, un-
willingly . Unfaithfulness has
brought to them peculiar expe-
riences. For this reason their suf-
ferings are considered by them as
being not light afflictions, but as
great afflictions, not endured joy-
fully . In their mind and heart
there is great pressure, "grea t
tribulation," which is certainly
not the experience of the faithfu l
overcomers, who with joy willing-
ly fulfil their covenant "by sacri-
fice ."—Ps . 50 : 5

The Greek word translate d
"tribulation" in Revelation 7 :14
includes the thought of "pres-
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sure," "affliction ." And by divine
favor the great company ar e
caused to go through great pres-
sure, great affliction, including,
perhaps, many of the general
very severe experiences of man -
kind under the reign of sin an d
death . This "great tribulation" o f
the great company provides se-
vere tests of faith, and contrib-
utes to "the destruction of the
flesh [the things of the flesh] ,
that the spirit [the new creature]
may be saved in the day of the
Lord."—I Cor . 5 :5, Diaglott

Further Corroboratio n

IT IS recorded, in connection
with the typical Day of Atone-
ment observed by Israel of old ,
that after the high priest had sac-
rificed the bullock and its blood
had been taken into the Mos t
Holy as an atonement for sin, he
came out, and at the door of the
tabernacle there were two goats .
These he presented [picturin g
their consecration] before the
Lord. Then upon these two ani-
mals he cast lots as to which on e
should be the "Lord's" goat, t o
be treated exactly as was the bul-
lock, and as to which one should
be the "scapegoat," to be allowed
to escape into the wilderness ,
there to die from natural causes
and not as a sacrifice .—Lev. 16 :
3-10, 15, 20, 2 1

These two goats, both conse-
crated, represent all who conse-
crate themselves to the Lord, and
demonstrate how they would ulti -
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irately form themselves into dif-
ferent classes. The second goat,
which was not sacrificed after th e
manner of the bullock, nor like
the Lord's goat, pictures a peopl e
who have promised more tha n
they are willing to perform .

It is important to note that
"the bodies of those beasts, whos e
blood is brought into the sanctu-
ary by the high priest for sin, are
burned without the camp . Where -
fore Jesus also [the antitype of
the bullock], that he might sanc-
tify the people with his own
blood, suffered without the gate .
Let us [like the Lord's goat in
the type] go forth therefore unt o
him without the camp, bearin g
his reproach."—Heb. 13 :11-13

The body of the scapegoat—
picture of the great compan y
class—was not burned in the wil-
derness . Only sin-offerings (th e
bullock and the Lord's goat) were
burned. The burning of the sin-
offerings represented the steady,
continuous submission of Jesus
and his faithful footstep followers
to the fiery ordeal of suffering—
"faithful [willing sacrifices] unt o
death."—Rev. 2 :1 0

Both classes typified by th e
two goats suffer even unto the
death of the human will an d
body; but those of the first class
die willingly. They are consume d
by the continual crucifying of the
flesh, as shown in the symbol of
fire burning continuously unti l
there is nothing more to burn .
Those of the second class ar e
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simply sent to the wilderness an d
left there to die. Their love of
the world's approval perishe s
with the world's neglect and
scorn and reproach; and their
new spiritual nature meantime
ripens into life .

All the consecrated of both
classes (the little flock and the
great company) pass through con-
siderable trial and testing, yet
by one class they are esteemed
but light afflictions, and taken
joyfully, while to the other clas s
they are burdensome, "great af-
fliction," and to some extent
grievous . These latter are those
who come out of the "great afflic-
tion," having thus "washed their
robes, and whitened them in the
blood of the Lamb ." (Rev. 7:14,
Diaglott) Proportionately differ-
ent are the positions and rewards
of these two classes, following
the completion of their earthly
pilgrimage .

The Scriptures do not call o r
invite us to be of the great com-
pany class, but of the "little
flock," the "bride" of Christ, the
"bride" being required to make
"herself ready." (Rev. 19 :7; 21 :
2 ; 22:17) Here is "the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus," and we are exhorted to
so run as to obtain that prize .
(Phil . 3 :14) The Lord does not
desire us to overcome in a par-
tial sense, but to overcome even
as Jesus overcame; to maintain
our full consecration, daily and
hourly .
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The Bride as Quee n

IT IS appropriate that we
should remind ourselves afresh
of the beautiful suggestion pre-
sented to us by the Prophet Da-
vid respecting the wedding gar-
ment of the bride. (Ps . 45:9-14)
Here the Lord tells us that the
bride, as the queen, shall be pre-
sented before the King in "rai-
ment of needlework" as well as
in "clothing of wrought gold. "

The gold clothing would fitly
represent the immortality (th e
enduring character of the divin e
nature) with which the churc h
shall be invested in her resurrec-
tion glory . The raiment of needle -
work would represent the fin e
linen garment, clean and white ,
mentioned in Revelation 19 :8 . But
here we note the additional sug-
gestion that this garment will b e
finely embroidered.

The robe that was merely loaned
to us at first becomes a perma-
nent gift from the Bridegroom to
as many as accept the invitatio n
to union with him. Examining i t
carefully, these find upon it, in
delicate outline, a stamping i n
beautiful and graceful lines, cor-
responding to the richly embroi-
dered robe worn by the King's
Son. The suggestion of copying
the design on his robe was no t
only thus hinted at, but it was

plainly declared that all who
would be accounted worthy to b e
his "elect" companions should in
all respects be copies of th e
Bridegroom.—Rom . 8 :29

The careful setting of the
stitches in the embroidering of
this wedding garment has been
the chief duty and constant oc-
cupation of the espoused virgin ,
while waiting for the marriage at
the return of the Bridegroom .
True, much of the embroidering
now done by us is very imperfect .
Nevertheless, we can well under-
stand that every painstaking ef-
fort is strengthening character
and bringing us into fuller sym-
pathy with our Lord .

When he inspects his church
he will take pleasure even in ou r
imperfect results, if they giv e
evidence that we have bestowe d
sincere effort in bringing all into
conformity with his will . He wil l
accept of our imperfect work a s
though it were perfect ; and in
the resurrection he will grant u s
spiritual, divine bodies .

The great company, the "fool-
ish virgins," not worthy to be
the bride, are pictured in Psalm
45:14, 15 as "the virgins her (the
queen's) companions that follo w
her." They shall be brought unto
thee "with gladness and rejoic-
ing"; "they shall enter into the
king's palace . "

"God is our refuge and strength, a very present

help in trouble."—Psalm 46:1
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	[0-i'MR QUESTIONS

Tensions Lessened

"Should the study of the Bible ,
and a better understanding of
God's plans acquired thereby, les-
sen the tensions which result
from the chaotic conditions which
surround us in this fear-filled
world of today?"

MOST certainly! However, a
basic requirement in this connec-
tion is that one have faith in the
teachings of the Bible, faith tha t
these teachings actually reveal the
plans and purposes of the great
Creator of the universe towar d
his human creatures . If one ha s
faith in the Word of God, and i s
dedicated to the doing of his will ,
then the promises of the Bible
will do much to allay fear and t o
relieve tensions.

"In quietness and in confidenc e
shall he your strength," the Word
says . (Isa. 30:15) Again, "I will
never leave thee, nor forsak e
thee ." (Heb. 13 :5) And how reas-
suring is God's promise, "My
grace is sufficient for thee."—
II Cor . 12 : 9

Throughout the Bible there ar e
many, many promises of this sort
assuring the people of God that
he cares for them, and even in
their trials and difficulties h e
causes "all things" to work to-
gether for their good . (Rom . 8 :28 )

YOUR QUESTIONS

These promises should and do re-
lieve tensions in proportion to
our ability to exercise faith i n
them .

An understanding of the plan
of God for the redemption and
recovery of the human race fro m
sin and death should also take
away our anxieties with respect
to our friends and relatives . Cer-
tainly the whole world is in a
chaotic and distressed condition
today . The future is very uncer-
tain for most people. But it is
not uncertain for those who un-
derstand the plan of God, for they
know that the conditions all
around us are evidences of th e
near approach of the kingdom of
Christ.

Some say that unless God in-
tervenes to save us, the world is
doomed. This is true, and thos e
who understand the plan of God
know that the Lord will inter-
vene. So, in confidence they can
peer into the future, knowing that
tomorrow belongs to God . This
not only relieves their tensions ,
but it enables them to spea k
words of assurance and comfort
to those with whom they are as-
sociated. Those who understan d
the Bible, and have faith in the
plan of God revealed therein ,
should be the happiest people in
the world .
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EFFECTIVE PRAYIN G

"How can I be sure that God
will answer my prayers?"

PRESUMABLY anyone who i s
interested in praying believes in
God and is desirous of doing hi s
will . Jesus said, "If ye abide in
me, and my words abide in you,
ye shall ask what ye will, and i t
shall be done unto you ." (John
15:7) This is not an unconditiona l
promise that all prayers will b e
answered. Indeed, the conditions
attached to this promise are very
exacting . First of all, one must
abide in Christ . This means the
acceptance of his headship over
our lives, the renouncing of our
own will and ways, that we might
do the will of God as expressed
through Christ . And then, th e
Word of the Lord must abide i n
us, meaning that we are bein g
governed by that Word.

Those in whom these condition s
exist may indeed ask "what they
will," for they will ask only for
those things which the Lord i s
pleased to give to them . Certainly
all such prayers are favorably an-
swered. And this emphasizes a
very important fact concernin g
prayer, which is that God did not
design this wonderful opportuni-
ty of talking to him in order that
everyone might go to him an d
request whatever his heart might
fancy.
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Prayer is communion with God
to be enjoyed fully only by those
whose chief aim in life is to kno w
and to do his will . God wants hi s
people to seek his guidance, hi s
strength, his companionshi p
through his Word . Prayers fo r
spiritual blessings of this sort are
sure to be answered. But prayers
for a new automobile, a better
job, or for better health, may go
unanswered unless the Lord sees
that these good things would ac-
crue to our spiritual blessing and
draw us closer to him.

There is one prayer that is
sure to be answered favorably,
which is, "Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, as it
is in heaven ." (Matt. 6:10) God' s
kingdom will be established in
the earth in his own due time,
and it will bring rich blessings o f
peace, joy, health, and life to al l
mankind. But in offering thi s
prayer it is well to consider the
importance of having God's wil l
done now in our own hearts .

IDENTITY IN TH E

RESURRECTIO N

"Will we see and know ou r
loved ones in the resurrection?"

YES! The word "resurrection "
means a restanding, or a restora-
tion . The Apostle Peter used th e
word "restitution," and declared
that "times of restitution" had
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been foretold "by the mouth o f
all his [God's] holy prophets since
the world began." (Acts 3 :19-21 )
Isaiah was one of God's hol y
prophets, and he wrote that "th e
ransomed of the Lord shall re -
turn [from death], . . . with songs
and everlasting joy upon their
heads : they shall obtain joy an d
gladness, and sorrow and sighing
shall flee away ."—Isa . 35 :10

There is much sorrow and sigh-
ing in the world today resulting
from the separation of loved one s
by death . If the awakening of
these loved ones from death wil l
cause sorrow and sighing to fle e
away, it must be that they wil l
know each other, and rejoice in
the fact that they have been re-
united . If this is not true, then
there would be no point in th e
resurrection . It is because the
dead will be restored as the same
personalities that they will no t
only know themselves, but eac h
other also .

Ezekiel was another of God' s
holy prophets who foretold th e
coming time of restoration . In
chapter 16, verse 55 of his proph-
ecy we find a promise of resur-
rection for the Israelites, and als o
for the Sodomites and Samari-
tans . In verse 61 of this chapter ,
it is explained that when the Is-
raelites are restored to thei r
"former estate" they will "re -
member" their former ways. This
is proof that in the resurrectio n
people will know who they for -

YOUR QUESTIONS

merly were, and will remember
the various experiences of their
past lives .

PROVE ALL THINGS

"Is it wrong to question what
we are being taught?"

IT WOULD be wrong if we di d
not examine the Scriptures care -
fully in order to ascertain wheth-
er or not what we are being
taught was supported by the in -
spired Word of God . If we did
not do this we would be shirking
our responsibility before th e
Lord . We should appreciate thos e
who help us to understand th e
Bible, but we should not accept
their teachings without provin g
them by the inspired Word of
God.

Paul was one of the inspired
servants of God. He spoke and
wrote under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit, yet he did not
expect anyone to accept his teach-
ings without proving them by th e
Word of God. In connection with
Paul's ministry in Berea, we read ,
"These were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in tha t
they received the word with read-
iness of mind and searched the
Scriptures daily, whether those
things were so . " (Acts 17 :11) Thi s
is the only proper attitude t o
take if we would be truly taugh t
by God .
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HOPE FOR THE

UNCONVERTED DEA D

"According to the teachings set
forth in your radio and television
programs, and in your literature,
it is your opinion that those wh o
die in unbelief are not necessari-
ly lost . Does not the Bible teach
that no opportunity to believe
will be given to sinners afte r
death?"

NO, THE Bible does not thu s
limit the opportunity to believe !
This restricted viewpoint of God' s
grace is based solely on human
tradition . From God's standpoint ,
those who die merely fall
"asleep," and from this "sleep o f
death" there is to be an awaken-
ing. Falling asleep in death doe s
not change God's attitude toward
a person any more than going t o
sleep at night .

"As in Adam all die, even s o
in Christ shall all be made alive, "
wrote the Apostle Paul. (I Cor.
15 :22) The vast majority of the
adamic race have died in unbe-
lief, yet they are to have the op-
portunity of being made "alive in
Christ." Those who do believe i n
this life, and undertake to follow
in the footsteps of Jesus, are the
only ones who will not have a
further opportunity beyond the

grave. This is because they are
sufficiently enlightened to make
them responsible.

The Bible assures us that even
such wicked people as the Sodom -
ites are to be awakened from
death and given an opportunity of
entering into covenant relation-
ship with God. (Ezek. 16:53-63 )
Jesus said that it would be more
"tolerable," or favorable, for the
Sodomites in the day of judgment
than for those of the Jewish na-
tion who rejected him.—Matt. 11 :
23, 24

The Apostle Paul, writing con-
cerning those who rejected Jesus ,
assures us that mercy will b e
shown to them when they ar e
awakened from the sleep of death .
He said that "God hath conclude d
them all in unbelief, that he
might have mercy upon all ."
(Rom. 11:32) In this chapter Paul
wrote of the time when God's fa-
vor will again be upon Israel, and
he explained that this will in-
volve the resurrection of the
dead.—vss . 15, 25-27

Thus the Bible clearly teache s
that both Gentiles and Jews who
have died in unbelief will have
mercy shown to them when they
are resurrected . No wonder the
Apostle Paul wrote, "0 the depth
of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! how un-
searchable are his judgments, and
his ways past finding out!"—Rom .
11 :33
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	ITALKING THINGS OVER1

"Therefore, my beloved brethren,
be ye stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labor is not i n
vain in the Lord."

—I Corinthians 15 :58

THE Church of Christ at Corinth was not without its problems .
Judging from the warnings, exhortations, and instruction s

contained in Paul's letters to this group of Christians, there wa s
a measure of carnality among them. Some did not grasp the rea l
spirit of the Memorial Supper, and some did not believe in the
resurrection of the dead. Faithfully Paul endeavored to correct
these faulty situations, and to show these early disciples the way
of the Lord more perfectly .

The climax of this presentation of truth comes in the 15t h
chapter, in which Paul presents the glorious hope of the resur-
rection, and associates the fruition of this hope with the kingdo m
reign of Christ, a reign which is to continue until all enemie s
are put under his feet, and the great enemy Death destroyed .
This outline of the divine plan contains the basic fundamentals
of the message which has been given to us to proclaim ; and
Paul's admonition to the brethren of Corinth, and to us, t o
abound in the work of the Lord, is related to our commission to
proclaim this Gospel .

But to do this effectively it is essential that we be "stedfas t
and unmoveable" in the truth and in our stand for the truth.
The brethren at Corinth could not abound in the work of the
Lord while carnally disputing among themselves as to who m
they would choose as their favorite leader . Those among them
who did not believe in the resurrection of the dead certainl y
could not abound in the work of proclaiming the Gospel of the
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kingdom, a Gospel which is void of vital meaning if there is n o
resurrection of the dead .

It is essential that those who work for the Lord know the plan s
and ways of the Lord, and that they labor in the spirit of th e
Lord, recognizing the headship of Christ, and enthusiasticall y
believing and witnessing for the Gospel of Christ. One cannot
meet these qualifications if tossed about "by every wind of doc-
trine." (Eph. 4:14) We must be "stedfast and unmoveable ." This
does not imply bigotry, or the unreasonable adherence to un-
proved theories and traditions . The truth of the divine plan i s
not such as this . It is the glorious Gospel of the kingdom, which ,
in all its aspects, is supported by the inspired Word of God .

Not only are we to be "stedfast and unmoveable" in the truth ,
but we are also to contend earnestly for it, for the "faith whic h
was once delivered unto the saints ." (Jude 3) We are to stand
together for the faith of the Gospel . And we are to stand togethe r
in keeping with the arrangements the Lord has outlined in hi s
Word. Paul explains this arrangement in the 12th chapter of hi s
First Epistle to the Corinthians . We cannot abound in the work
of the Lord and ignore this arrangement .

Christ the Hea d

IN I Corinthians, chapter 12, and in Ephesians, chapter 4, Pau l
outlines the working arrangements of "the new creation." Christ
Jesus is the Head over his church . As brethren, and members o f
Christ's body, we all take our direction from the Head . The more
devoted each of us is to our Head, the more fervent will be th e
spirit of unity among us . Any partisan spirit, whether motivate d
by friendship, personal preferences, or ambition, tends to disrup t
true fellowship among the brethren, and to weaken "the tie that
binds our hearts in Christian love ." These undesirable results
are due to a failure to look to the Head .

We may properly think of Christ and his church from two
standpoints . There is the all-inclusive viewpoint in which we see
the entire church from Pentecost right down to the full end o f
the age. And then there is the more local viewpoint in whic h
each congregation of the Lord's consecrated people, large or
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small, is spoken of in the Scriptures as the church . There wa s
the church at Rome, the church at Antioch, and so forth .

For the church as a whole, special servants were appointed b y
the Lord . In addition to Jesus, the Head, there are the twelv e
apostles. These rendered personal service to the brethren of the
Early Church, and, through their writings' and example, have
continued to serve the Lord's people throughout the age . Then
there are what we might speak of as dispensational servants . In
this category are the "angels," or messengers to the seve n
churches mentioned in Revelation, chapters 2 and 3 . The breth-
ren in this end of the age have been, and continue to be, blesse d
by the messenger to the Laodicean Church . Unlike the twelv e
apostles, these dispensational messengers have not been inspired .

The various servants in the local groups are elected by th e
vote of the brethren. Paul wrote that the Lord sets every membe r
in the body as it pleases him. Certainly this is true of the apostle s
and of the "seven messengers." And we believe that the Lord ,
in his own way, overrules with respect to the election of servant s
in the local congregations. A certain brother may not be electe d
to an office which he seems well qualified to fill, but perhap s
the Lord wants him to learn a valuable lesson from this expe-
rience . Or, perhaps there is a lesson for the congregation to
learn. There are doubtless times when a brother can serve a
congregation more effectively by being "on the shelf" for a whil e
than by actively serving .

No Central Contro l

A STUDY of The Book of Acts, and of the various epistles o f
the New Testament, reveals clearly that there was no central
authority in the days of the Early Church which governed all the
various local congregations. It is clear that each group was au-
tonomous, and had complete freedom to conduct its own affairs .
There is no evidence that even the inspired apostles in any wa y
interfered with this complete liberty of action, except to admon-
ish and exhort .

This liberty doubtless resulted in diversified arrangements on
the part of the various congregations . No instructions were given
by Jesus or by the apostles as to how each local congregatio n
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should conduct its business affairs . Scripturally, there is no right
or wrong method. What might work well in a small group, per-
haps would not be so satisfactory for a larger congregation . The
important consideration is that each group should seek out an d
apply the methods best suited to its needs, in harmony with th e
fundamental principles outlined in the divine Word .

When the brethren are emptied of the spirit of self, and fille d
with the Spirit of the Lord, they find it a great joy to labor to-
gether in the service of the Lord, the truth, and of one another .
And it was true in the Early Church, even as it is true today,
that there was more or less of intermingling on the part of the
brethren of the various congregations . And those in the various
groups helped their brethren of other groups when there was a
need for it . Thus Paul collected funds from various congregations
to help their needy brethren in Judea .

Times Change, But Not Principle s

IT WAS a small world in which the Early Church existed . To
begin with it was only Palestine . Then the work was expanded
to Asia Minor, and later to southern Europe . Communication and
travel were slow . Individual brethren did not possess Bibles . In-
deed, to start with, the Old Testament Scriptures were the only
Bibles available, and copies were scarce . Probably most Jewish
synagogues had a copy of the Old Testament manuscripts, an d
probably some of these found their way into the congregations
of the brethren. And doubtless additional copies were made a s
time and circumstances permitted .

Certainly there were no printed Bibles, and no books explain-
ing the Bible . To the extent that the brethren were able to bear
witness to the truth it had to be by word of mouth . In such cir-
cumstances there was not much that one congregation could d o
to help another in its missionary work . The Church at Antioc h
sent Paul and Barnabas, and later Paul and Silas, into the mis-
sionary field. Doubtless the brethren at Antioch contributed th e
necessary funds to make these missionary journeys possible .

How different the situation is today! Essentially every brother
and sister in the truth today, the world over, owns a printed copy
of the Bible . English, Hebrew, and Greek concordances of th e
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Bible are available ; also Bible dictionaries . In the Lord's provi-
dence, we also have "keys" to an understanding of the Bible —
"Studies in the Scriptures." The printing press has made avail -
able for witness work a generous variety of tracts and booklets .

The personal testimony is still effective, and without doub t
results in the richest of blessings to those who use all such op-
portunities that come to them. But now, this method of proclaim-
ing the truth to which the brethren in the Early Church wer e
limited, can be and is augmented by the printed message . There
are many today throughout the world who are rejoicing in pres-
ent truth who have never met a truth brother or sister . These
have learned the truth simply by reading.

Today, also, we enjoy the benefits of those two most modern
mediums of communication, radio and television . The use of
these mediums furnishes additional opportunities for the breth-
ren to "abound" in the work of the Lord. There is the advertis-
ing of the programs, and the "follow up" of the interested by
means of public meetings, personal calls, and through the mail .
A number of brethren today are finding an opportunity of service
in contacting radio and television station managers with the vie w
of interesting them in putting on the programs .

Obviously, these present-day . methods of disseminating the
truth offer opportunities for the brethren to work together in a
general witness work. But this is being done without in any wa y
abridging the independent status of local ecclesias. Indeed, it
is this that forms such a solid basis upon which a general minis -
try of the truth is made possible .

The co-operative ministry of the truth offers privileges of serv-
ice also to the Lord's people who are isolated . There are thou-
sands of these dear ones, and the fact that they have the oppor-
tunity of working together with their brethren in a general min-
istry of the truth, through their prayers, distribution of literature ,
and assisting financially, gives them a deep sense of being a part
of the "body," although they seldom, perhaps never, see anyon e
of "like precious faith . "

A "City"
THUS it is that the Lord's people throughout the earth toda y
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are continuing to be, as Jesus illustrated it, like "a city that i s
set on an hill which cannot be hid ." (Matt . 5:14) They are "the
light of the world"—the only true light of the Gospel that is i n
the world. The fact that Jesus mentioned light in association with
the city illustration implies a night-time setting . There would b e
some light emanating from a city by night, even in Jesus' day—
lights that could be seen at some distance . But certainly the whole
countryside would not be made light in this way .

So it has been throughout the ages, and it is so today . The
church has not enlightened-the world, but from the Lord's tru e
people has shined the only light that has been in the world, an d
this light has attracted those whom the Lord has designed t o
"call ." And what a joy it is to be a part of the symbolic "city"
on the hill! But to continue to be light-bearers we need to b e
"stedfast" and "unmoveable ." Otherwise we will not be display-
ing a constant light, but one which, at best, will be wavering an d
intermittent .

To be" stedfast and unmoveable" in the truth, and in harmony
with the Lord's arangements for his people, is one of the primar y
requisites for "always abounding in the work of the Lord." If
we turn aside from the truth to human theories, our abounding

will cease. If we are "hurt" because the ecclesia does not giv e
us the recognition we think we deserve, we will not be so likel y
to "abound" in the work of the Lord.

When the Israelites left Egypt to go to the Promised Land, they
encountered many difficulties in the wilderness . These expe-
riences were not pleasant, but a strong faith in the Lord, an d
complete resignation to his will, could have changed their out -
look, and they would have had "rest ." Paul uses this situation
to illustrate our "wilderness journey," and admonishes us to
seek that "rest" of faith which can be ours amidst all the un-
pleasant experiences of life . (Heb. 4:1-3) If we do enjoy thi s
"rest," then we can give our minds and hearts to "abounding in
the work of the Lord . "

"Always"
WE ARE reminded of one of the severe tests of Christian

faithfulness by Paul's use of the word "always." This suggests
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a zeal for the Lord and his work which is constant and unremit-
ting. It is of little account that we were zealous yesterday, i f
we are listless and half-hearted in our service today . It is an en-
couragement to note how wonderfully the "always" principle i s
manifested among the Lord's people as a whole, even though th e
fruition of our hopes has been delayed much longer than man y
of us expected .

We have a good example of the "always" principle at work i n
connection with network broadcasting of the truth . In the year
1949 the opportunity arose for the truth to be broadcast over a
national network of stations . The cost seemed at first to be out
of reach of the Lord's people . But faith rose to the occasion, and
it was decided to accept the opportunity offered . The general
thought among the brethren was that this enlarged effort shoul d
be undertaken even though it might not be continued ; that mean-
while by so doing an effective witness would be given .

The first year's contract was carried through, and then an-
other year, and another, even until now . The brethren did not
become weary with this extra opportunity, but continued "alway s
abounding in the work of the Lord ." We feel confident that the
same constancy of zeal will be manifested in connection with th e
television work which is now developing. We know that what-
ever the Lord's will is in connection with the television witnes s
work will be accomplished. And we know that the Lord's people ,
watching his leadings, and filled with zeal for his cause, will
gladly be used by him for the accomplishment of his design i n
this, as well as in all other aspects of his service .

"Not in Vain "

"FORASMUCH," Paul wrote, "as ye know that your labor i s
not in vain in the Lord." The preaching of the Gospel of th e
kingdom has never been in vain . This was true with respect t o
Peter's pentecostal sermon, and it has been true of every witnes s
for the truth which has been given since, whether to a multitude ,
or to an individual. Yes, this has been true even though the wit-
ness as been given with a lisping, "stammering tongue ."—Isa.
28 :11; 33 :1 9

TAUCING TH GS OVER

	

57



We may not always see tangible results from our individual
efforts. We know, however, that it has been the "always" work
of the Lord's people throughout the entire age that will even-
tually result, by the Lord's grace, in the "bride" making hersel f
"ready" for union with the heavenly Bridegroom, Christ Jesus .
(Rev. 19:7; 21:2) And every consecrated child of God who ha s
been "beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of
God," has contributed something toward the accomplishment o f
this grand design for the Gospel age . (Rev. 20:4) It may be that
the greatest result of our sacrifices in the Lord's service wil l
turn out to be our own heart preparation, the making of our -
selves ready for the kingdom. What a glorious result this will be !

In addition to this, however, the Lord frequently encourage s
his people by permitting them to see others become intereste d
in the truth and dedicate themselves to the divine service as a
direct result of their feeble efforts . This is indeed a joyful ex-
perience. It is an experience in which we all can rejoice insofa r
as the radio witness work is concerned, for this is a combined
effort of all the brethren . It has been possible only because o f
the general co-operation of the Lord's people . Because of this
co-operation there are hundreds of persons throughout the coun-
try, and overseas as well, who today are rejoicing in "present
truth ."—II Pet. 1 :12

Truly this labor has not been "in vain ." Nor has any servic e
that has ever been rendered to the Lord in the spirit of true lov e
and devotion to him and to his people, been in vain . Nor will any
such service in the future be in vain. And there are so many ways
to serve! May each of us continue to be on the alert to use faith -
fully all the opportunities the Lord may permit us to have an d
enjoy, "always" abounding in his work, and continuing to b e
"stedfast and unmoveable . "

ATHANASIUS ON THE TRINITY

Whenever he forced his understanding to meditate on th e
divinity of the Logos his toilsome and unavailing efforts re-
coiled on themselves ; the more he thought, the less he com-
prehended; and the more he wrote, the less capable was he
of expressing his thoughts .—Gibbons, Volume 2, page 48 8
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1LETTERSOF APPRECIATION 1	

Joys in Television Work

Dear Brethren : Christian love
and greetings in the name of our
Lord and Redeemer! We would
like to convey some good news
to you. We have just completed
some negotiations for the show-
ing of the half-hour series of tele-
vision programs over WBKW-T V
here in Buffalo, free. [This sta-
tion is currently running the fif-
teen-minute series, free .] The sta-
tion gave us June 19 as the start-
ing date . We are very happy to
have a part in this work, an d
thrice happy to see how the
Lord's hand is in these matters .
I had an opportunity to question
the man handling the fifteen-min-
ute films as to what the station
thought about them . He had noth-
ing but praise, and said they were
very happy to have them . I gave
him the brochure on the half-
hour films, and he said that there
would be no need to audition on e
of these before beginning th e
series . With much Christian love.
—New Yor k

The Lord's Leading

Dear Sir : I have just been lis-
tening to your program on th e
radio . I enjoyed it so very much.
I was unable to attend church and
had been reading my Bible when
your program came on . It was a s

LETTERS OF APPRECIATION

if God had told me to turn my
radio dial to that station, for
your questions and answers were
part of what I had been reading ,
and you explained it so well to
me.—Georgia

Error Vanished

Dear Friends: I have been re-
ceiving The Dawn for about three
years and it certainly has brought
me many happy moments o f
sound spiritual reading . There i s
no doubt that all my childhood
teachings have vanished .—Indi-
ana

Wants to Share Trut h

Dear Brethren : Enclosed is my
check to renew my subscription
to The Dawn, and for a copy of
"God's Promises Come True" for
my two little girls. Your sugges-
tion that I send The Dawn Maga-
zine to a friend is, I believe, a
good one . I have always passed o n
my old copies and little booklets
to anyone I thought would be in-
terested in learning the truth, bu t
very few want to leave their ow n
teachings . I saw "The Bible An-
swers" program on WEAT-TV,
and it was a real thrill to watc h
the speakers ask and answer the
down to earth questions whic h
confront us all . I especially like d
the method used in having the
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Scriptures read so that all might
know that the Bible actually ha s
the answers if we know where to
look, and how to rightly divide
the sacred Word . I am writing
the TV station thanking them fo r
the time allotted . May God keep
blessing you in the work.—Ken-
tucky

Needs The Daw n

Dear Sirs : I had thought I
would not renew my subscription
to The Dawn Magazine again, a s
I am old (83 last January), an d
my eyes are so dim I can hardly
see to read any more. But I can
hardly stand to do without The
Dawn, so am enclosing a dolla r
for another year . May God bless
his work .—Louisiana

Helpe d

Gentlemen : I have received Th e
Dawn Magazine for fifteen years ,
and have liked every issue . Your
literature has certainly helped m e
to find my way to a good under-
standing of God and of his Word .
May the God of all understandin g
bless you in your wonderful work .
—Maine

Comforte d

Sirs : I have just read your
booklet, "Hope," and I think it
is wonderful . I recently lost a son
in a mine accident. He was only
twenty-six years old . The booklet ,
"Hope," has helped me so much .
Please send me the booklet, "Go d
and Reason."—Michigan
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God's Car e

Dear Sirs : I would like to re-
ceive the booklet, "God and Rea -
son ." I have read the little book-
let called, "Hope," and it is won-
derful. It is so comforting to kno w
that some day we shall meet our
loved ones again . God has
planned everything so well for
his children . Our love for Go d
and our faith in him are certainl y
most treasured possessions. May
God bless you always .—Michiga n

Worry Gone

Dear Sirs : This Sunday morn-
ing I happened to listen to your
broadcast . It was so interesting.
I was really carried away with it
as I am grieving over the recent
loss of my mother. As I listened
to your discussion I was relieved
of a deep worry in my heart .
Anyone could understand what
you presented . It was so simple .
Thank you very much . I will be
listening for more of your discus-
sions on the radio.—Missouri

God Is Lov e

Dear Sirs : I heard your pro -
gram over VOCM yesterday . I
hear it every Sunday, and find it
very interesting and instructive .
The Dawn Magazine is extra goo d
reading. It explains the Bible i n
a way to reveal that God is love .
I could never understand how a
loving God could permit billions
of people to burn in hell-fire f or-
ever .—Canada
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	 CONVENTIONS

For Mutual Fellowship, Edification, and Servic e

Full Information concerning programs and room reservations ca n
be obtained by writing to the name listed . An asterisk (*) indi-
cates an immersion service is being planned .

PIQUA, OHIO, May 1—YWCA Building ,
418 N . Wayne Street . Mrs. Eva Pedde-
mors, 222 Walker Street . Speakers :
Brothers E . K . Penrose; W. N . Wood-
worth ; and Louis W . Zbik .

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, May 1—YMC A
Building, 100 Gibbs Street . Mrs. An n
Fornuto, 27 Candy Lane, Rochester 15 .
Speakers : Brothers Chester Covers; G . P .
Ostrander ; and F . S . Wassmann .

SAGINAW, MICHIGAN, May 1—The Wo-
man's Club, 311 North Jefferson Street .
Mrs . C . A . Sundbom, 207 Alice Street .
Speaker : Brother Owen R . Kindig .

STEUBENVILLE, OHIO, May 1—YMC A
Building, 214 N . Fourth Street . Mrs .
Robert Sims, 152 Greenwich Avenue .
Speakers : Brothers Mike Balko; Harry
Casler ; and Edmund M. Jezuit .

*KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, May 7, 8 —
Downtown YMCA, 10th and Oak . Fo r
reservations or immersion service, write
to Mr . Arthur B . Newell, 5908 N . Howar d
Street, Kansas City North 18, Missouri .
Speakers : Charles M . Chupa ; John Y .
MacAulay; John A . Meggison ; Daniel J .
Morehouse ; and E. K . Penrose .

ALBANY, NEW YORK, May 8—YWC A
Building, 5 Lodge Street . Mrs. Lucy
Smith, 87? Lansing Place, Renssalaer ,
New York .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, May 8 —
I . O. G. T. Hall, 2933 Cedar Avenue .
Mrs . C . R . Newham, 678 40th Avenue,
N . E ., Minneapolis 21 .

CONVENTIONS

MUNCIE, INDIANA, May 8—YWCA Build-
ing, 310 East Charles Street . Mrs. J .
Harold Atkinson, 403 Riverside Avenue .

WALLINGFORD, CONNECTICUT, May 8 —
Masonic Hall, South Main Street . Mrs. S .
Wawrzeniak, 49 Scrub Oak Road, Nort h
Haven 2, Connecticut. Speakers : Brother s
O . D . Deifer ; and C . R . Weida .
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, May
15—YWCA Building, 2027 Chestnu t
Street . Mr . O. R . Barrall, 42 Fairfiel d
Road, Havertown, Pennsylvania . Speak-
ers : Brothers L . P . Loomis ; K . W . Rawson ;
C . R . Weida ; and W. N . Woodworth .

*VANCOUVER, B . C . CANADA, May 21 -
23—Vancouver East Community "Y," 788
Commercial Drive, Corner of Adana c
Street. Mrs. W. A . McNee, 6569 Argyl e
Street, Vancouver 15 . Speakers : Brother s
J . Andrus; K . Barrett ; Don Canell ; A .
Hawkins; Hugh Hanham ; L . Kirkham; L .
Parsons; G. R . Pollock ; W. Price ; S . E .
Ranger ; and T. A. Smith .

*AKRON, OHIO, May 22—YWCA Build-
ing, South High Street . Mrs. W. J . Bor-
des, 776 Frank Boulevard . Speakers :
Brother Samuel Baker ; and Charles M.
Chupa .

DETROIT, MICHIGAN, May 22—Macca-
bees Building, Woodward Avenue at Put-
nam . Mr . Louis Zbik, 9171 Manor, Detroi t
4 .
NEW YORK, NEW YORK, May 22—Henr y
Hudson Hotel, 353 West 57th Street. (Tu -

(Continued on page 64.)
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SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Christ

The services of the lecturers here scheduled are furnished upon request ,
and free of charge. If you would like to have one serve in your community ,
simply address a request to the Dawn Bible Students Association, Pilgrim
Department, East Rutherford, N. J, A visit will be arranged when possible .

HENRY E . ANDERSO N
New Haven, Conn . May 1 5
Waterbury, Conn .

	

1 5

SAMUEL BAKE R
St . Louis, Mo .

	

May 1
Mattoon, III .

	

2
Champaign, Ill .

	

3
Clinton, Iowa

	

4
Rockford, III .

	

5
LaSalle, III .

	

6
Batavia, III .

	

9
Gary, Ind .

	

10, 1 1
So . Bend, Ind .

	

1 2
Elkhart, Ind .

	

1 3
Detroit, Mich .

	

1 5
Toledo, Ohio

	

1 8
Elyria, Ohio

	

1 9
Cleveland, Ohio

	

2 0
Akron, Ohio

	

2 2
Warren, Ohio

	

2 3
Erie, Pa .

	

2 4
Buffalo, N . Y.

	

2 5
Rochester, N . Y .

	

2 6
Syracuse, N . Y .

	

2 7
Pulaski, N . Y .

	

2 9

MIKE BALK O
Akron, Ohio

	

May 8

NICK BARACOS

Duquesne, Pa .

	

May 1
Washington, Pa .

	

1 5

O . R . BARRAL L
York, Pa .

	

May 8
Lancaster, Pa .

	

May 8

JULIUS BEDNARZ
Milwaukee, Wis . May 8

W . C . BERTSCH E
Charleston, W. Va . May 1 0
Roanoke, Va .

	

1 1
Lynchburg, Va .

	

1 2
Richmond, Va .

	

1 3
Washington, D. C .

	

1 5
Philadelphia, Pa .

	

1 8
New York, New York 2 2
Allentown, Pa .

	

2 3

EUGENE BURN S

Pottstown, Pa .

	

April 3 0

BERTRAM C . COOPE R
Ventura, Calif .

	

May 8

EDWARD E . FAY

Sonora, Calif .

	

May 1 5

JOSEPH FENCHAK, JR .
Duquesne, Pa .

	

May 8

EARL L . FOWLE R
Riverside, Calif .

	

May 1 5
Ontario, Calif .

	

1 5

THOMAS HICK S
Boston, Mass .

	

May 8
Wilkes Barre, Pa .

	

1 5

JOHN G . HULL, JR .

Phoenix, Ariz .

	

May 8

STANLEY W . JEUC K
St . Petersburg, Fla . May 8

L . JEZUIT

Covert, Mich .

	

May 1 5

G. F . JUDSO N
Groton, Conn . May 14,1 5
New London, Conn . 14, 1 5

RUSSELL L. JUR D
Santa Ana, Calif . May 2 2

DANIEL KAZIA K
London, Ont . Can . May 8

PETER KOLLIMA N
Baltimore, Md .

	

May 8

ARTHUR H . KRUMPOLT

Sayville, L . I ., N . Y . May 1
Albany, N . Y.

	

8

RAYMOND J . KRUP A

British Isles

	

May 1-1 1
Rome, Italy

	

1 2
Pescara, Italy

	

13-1 5
Naples, Italy

	

16,1 7
Cittanova, Italy

	

1 8
Messina, Sicily

	

1 9
Palermo, Sicily

	

20
Agrigento, Sicily

	

21,2 2
Venice, Italy

	

2 3
Zurich, Switzerland

	

24
Copenhagen, Den . 26,2 7
Ilford, Essex, Eng .

	

2 9
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C . S . LIVERMORE
Bridgeport, Conn . May 1 5

EDWARD G. LORENZ
San Jose, Calif . May 1

J. Y . MAC AULA Y

Topeka, Kans.

	

May 1
St. Joseph, Mo .

	

3, 4
Kansas City, Mo.

	

7, 8
Kirksville, Mo.

	

1 0
Birmingham, Iowa

	

11, 1 2
Barnes City, Iowa

	

1 5
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

	

1 6
Monona, Iowa

	

1 8
Ostrander, Minn .

	

1 9
Austin, Minn .

	

20
Minneapolis, Minn . 22, 25
Parkers Prairie

	

23, 2 4
Owen, Wis .

	

2 6
Wausau, Wis.

	

2 7
Appleton, Wis .

	

2 9
Plover, Wis .

	

30, 31

CLIFFORD R . MILE S
Chico, Calif .

	

May 1

ADAM MISKAWITZ
LaSalle, Ill .

	

May 1

ROY E . MITCHEL L
Paterson, N . J .

	

May 1 5

HARRY PASSIOS
Akron, Ohio

	

May 1 5

G . R . POLLOC K

San Bern'd'o, Calif. May 1

RAYMOND RAWSO N
Flint, Mich .

	

May 1

GEORGE P. RIPPE R

San Diego, Calif . May 8

STEPHEN ROSKIEWIC Z
Milwaukee, Wis . May 8
Austin, Minn .

	

10

Parkers Prairie, Minn .

	

1 1
Minneapolis, Minn .

	

1 5
Withee, Wis.

	

1 6
Appleton, Wis .

	

1 8

J . I . VAN HORN E
East Liverpool, Ohio May 8

GEORGE M . WILSO N
Chicago, III .

	

May 1
Muncie, Ind .

	

8

W. N . WOODWORT H
Chicago, Ill .

	

May 8
New Albany, Ind .

	

2 9

IRWIN WYSOCK I
Connellsville, Pa . May 1

HOWARD YOUN G
Steubenville, Ohio May 8
Monessen, Pa .

	

2 2

LOUIS W . ZBI K

Adrian, Mich .

	

May 1 5

"Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as th e
manner of some is; but exhorting one another : and so muc h
the more, as ye see the day approaching ."—Hebrews 10 :25

....4 WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS I....

MAY 5—"If ye through the spirit,
do mortify the deeds of the body ,
ye shall live ."—Romans 8 :13 (Z . '03 -
172 Hymn 1)

MAY 12—"Having therefore thes e
promises, dearly beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all filthines s
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of the Lord ."

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

II Corinthians 7:1 (Z. '03408 Hym n
125 )
MAY 19—"We that are strong ought
to bear the infirmities of the weak,
and not to please ourselves ."—Ro-
mans 15 :1 (Z . '97-75 Hymn Appendix
K)
MAY 26—"Knowledge puffeth up,
but love buildeth up ."—I Corin-
thians 8 :1 (Z. '97-277 Hymn 165)
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CONVENTIONS—Continued From Page 6 1

dor Room) Mrs . Russell Dean, 165-05
89th Avenue, Jamaica 32, New York .
Speakers : Brothers W . C . Bertsche; Ches-
ter Covers ; and W. N. Woodworth .

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, Ma y
27.30-Convention to be held at Asiloma r
Convention Grounds, Pacific Grove, Cali-
fornia . Mrs . C. Blong, 2716 Clement
Street, San Francisco 21 .

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, May 28-30—Cen-
tral Masonic Temple, 912 N . LaSall e
Street . Mr . D. J . Morehouse, 2617 N .
Springfield Avenue, Chicago 47. Speak-
ers : Brothers Eugene Burns ; C . S. Liver -
more ; E . K . Penrose ; W. N . Poe ; an d
E . G . Wylam .

FLATWOOD, PENNSYLVANIA, May 29 —
Flaiwood Grange Hall . One mile fro m
Clover Leaf Route 51 . East on No . 711 .

Mrs . Raymond Siesky, R . F . D. 2, Bo x
497, Connellsville, Pennsylvania .

NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, May 29—Th e
Amalgamated Building, 1614 E . Spring

Street . (Ground Floor) Miss Nellie K .
Goodbub, 620 Culbertson Avenue .

ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA, June 12.

MONESSEN, PENNSYLVANIA, June 12 —
Sponsored by Monessen and West New -
ton Ecclesias.

CHARLOTTE, N . C ., June 18, 19 .

YORK, PENNSYLVANIA, June 18, 19 —

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA, June 26 .

FOURTH OF JULY CONVENTIONS : De-
troit, Michigan ; Los Angeles, California ;
and New Brunswick, New Jersey .

KIRKNESS, MANITOBA, CANADA, Jul y
2 -4.

CANORA, SASK . CANADA, July 9, 10 .

VICTORIA, B . C . CANADA, July 30, 31 .

GENERAL CONVENTION, BLOOMING -
TON, INDIANA, August 13-18 . It is not
too early to commence making plans t o
attend .

"GOD HAS A PLAN"
To be discussed b y

"FRANK AND ERNEST"

KCM0—810 kc .—9 :30 A. M.
Sunday, May 1 5

All human plans are failing but God ha s
a plan which soon will bring peace an d
happiness to all mankind . Tune in thi s
program, and send for a free copy o f
the booklet, "God's Plan ." Address :

"FRANK AND ERNEST"
Box 60, Dept. N, General Post Office

New York, N . Y.

For Your Newspape r
To the left is a suggestion for a

small advertisement in your local
paper . The outline is designed for
two inches in one column .

JUNE TOPIC : On Sunday, Jun e
19, the "Frank and Ernest" radi o
topic will be, "Where Are th e
Dead?" An abundant supply of cir-
culars will be available to advertis e
this broadcast, and you are invited
to send for as many as you ca n
use . They are free, and are suitabl e
for distribution from door to door ,
for mailing, and for handing t o
friends and relatives . Please order
your supply of June circulars a s
soon as possible .



An Excellent Gift
Especially for Childre n

GOD'S PROMISES COME TRU E

This is a book of Bible stories for children—forty-eight illus-
trated stories, many in two colors . The stories, beginnin g
with creation and including the more important episodes
recorded in both the Old and New Testaments, are tol d
in a style which makes them easily understood by children ,
and also interesting to grown-ups . Above all, they are fre e
from the traditional errors of the Dark Ages. This Gospel -
pure book is appropriate for every gift occasion .

255 PAGES

	

7x10 INCHES, CLOTH BOUND

	

$2 .00

Eiuno n~Y'~o riOS! .n—o~osuntisin'tinnuotYEs eiEi'»trinnutgutroinulsunn

The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written more tha n
seventy-five years ago, the last in 1904 . They continue to be the

outstanding text books on the Bible for our day .

. The Divine Plan of the Ages, cloth, 50 cents,
ten or more 40 cents each ; paper, 30 cents,
ten or more 23 cents each .

. The Time Is at Hand, cloth, 50 cents each .

. Thy Kingdom Come, cloth, 50 cents each .

. The Ba'tle of Armageddon, cloth, 85 cents each .

. The Atonement Between God and Man, cloth ,
85 cents each .

. The New Creation, cloth, 85 cents each .

Question Books for Volumes 1 .3, 10 cents each ;
Volumes 4-6, 15 cents each .

SIX VOLUMES, OVER 3,000 PAGES, CLOTH BOUND, $3.7 5

Studies
in th e

Scriptures



to us the

SCRIPTURES
clearly teach

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarl y
"his workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress
throughout the Gospel age—ever since Christ became the world' s
Redeemer and the chief corner stone of this temple, throug h
which, when finished, God's blessings shall come "to all people, "
and they find access to him .—I Cor . 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen .
28 :14 ; Gal . 3 :2 9

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrate d
believers in Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and whe n
the last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall hav e
been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring al l
together in the first resurrection ; and the temple shall be filled wit h
his glory, and be the meeting pla e between God and me n
throughout the Millennium .—Rev. 15 :5- 8

That the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in th e
fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death fo r
every man," "a ransom for all," and will be "the true light whic h
lighteth every man that cometh into the world," "in due time . "
—Heb. 2 :9 ; John 1 :9 ; I Tim. 2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord ,
"see him as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," an d
share his glory as his joint-heir .--1 John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom .
8 :17 ; II Pet . 1 :4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of th e
saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself ev-
ery grace; to be God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to b e
the kings and priests in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt . 24 :14 ;
Rev . 1 :6; 20 :6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledg e
and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's millennial king-
dom—the restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the will-
ing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glori-
fied church—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed .—Act s
3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35
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