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The “United” Nations

| 34/l HEN Andrei Gromyko
: walked out of the
United Nations Securi-
ty Council meeting on March 27,
thinking people the world over
who were willing to face facts
realized with almost dead cer-
tainty that the U, N., like its
predecessor, the League of Na-
tions, will not save the world
from war. Senator Pepper, who
strongly advocates that the “Big
Three”—Truman, Attlee, and
Stalin—should get together again

- and try once more to settle their
differences, used this “walkout”
of the Russians from. the Securi-
ty Council as an additional rea-
son why his plan should be tried.
The Senator remarked that
the disease which breeds war is
in the bloodstream. of the dis-
contented people of earth today,
and that only a mutual under-
standing between the three great
powers will be adequate to save
the world from future horrors.
What the “Big Three” can do

1

about the disease which he
claims is poisoning the blood
stream of the world politic, Mr.
Pepper does not say, evidently
because he does not know.

The Russian’s walkout from
the Security Council, and the
body blow it gave to.the U. N,,
highlights important biblical
prophecies relating to our time,
particularly a group of prophetic
statements concerning efforts
which would be made by the na-
tions of earth to unite, both for
war and for peace, in order to
save themselves from destruc-
tion. In Zephaniah 3:8 the
prophet explains that it was
God’s purpose to gather the na-
tions and to assemble the king-
doms. In Isaiah’s prophecy
(chapter 8, verse 12) we are
warned not to say a confederacy
to those who advocate a con-
federacy, nor to fear their fear.
Isaiah 45:20 reads as follows:
“Assemble yourselves and come;
draw near together, ye that
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are espcaped of the mations.”

In these inspired forecasts of
world developments during our
time it is brought to our atten-
tion clearly that the motive for
this get-together activity on the
part of the nations is fear. They
fear the consequences of at-
tempting to stand alone in this
time of world upheaval. This
trend toward association has been
most manifest beginning with
the memorable year 1914, when
the first World War commenced.
But even prior to that there were
various alliances between the

nations of Europe, which were .

formed with the balance-of-pow-
er idea in mind. Each nation
which joined one or another of
these alliances did so in the hope
that it was joining the strongest
combination. '

It was because of these alli-
ances that the incident in Serbia
in the summer of 1914 could
serve as the igniting of a tinder
box which flamed forth into the
first World War in such a re-
markably short time. As that
war continued, the lines formed
more definitely between the Al-
lies and the Teutonic powers.
But they did not all escape de-
struction. The Hohenzollern he-
reditary ruling house of Ger-
many and the Hapsburg-Lor-
raine imperial family of Austria
were overthrown. The Romanoff
dynasty of Russia also suc-

cumbed. A number of smaller
kingdoms went down with these
larger ones.

But, as the Prophet Isaiah puts
it, some escaped; and concern-
ing these the prophet states, “As-
semble yourselves, . . . . ye that
are escaped of the nations.” The
escaped nations did assemble, in
what was called the League of
Nations. Closely allied with the
League of Nations was the
World Court. This uniting of
the nations was for the purpose
of preventing the outbreak of
another world conflagration. The
escaped nations seemed to real-
ize that another global struggle
would in all probability lead to
the destruction of still others of
their number,

The League of Nations func-
tioned fairly well for a while; at
least until it was subjected to a
real test as a peace-keeping or-
ganization, and then it failed.
It was powerless to prevent
Japan from invading Manchuria
and China. When the attempt
was made, Japan withdrew from
the League. It also failed to
prevent Italy from invading
Ethiopia, for Italy also withdrew
from the League rather than to
be subject to its rulings. In-
ternational relationships rapidly
deteriorated from then on, and
in 1939 came the outbreak of
the much dreaded second global -
struggle.
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Meanwhile totally different
forms of government had been
set up in some of the major
countries involved in the war,
particularly Germany, Russia,
and Italy. But there was an-
other aligning of powers to make
war, with the United States fi-

nally being drawn into it, even-

as in the case of World War L
But the second debacle of war
brought on by human selfishness
has proved to be much more
devastating than the first. Many
of the principal cities of Europe
were laid waste; and in Asia
too, there was great and wide-
spread destruction.

And, while the first World
War overthrew the hereditary
ruling houses in Germany and
Austria, the second left the Ger-
man people with no government
at all. The German people are
now a subject people, and will
remain so for an indefinite peri-
od. And many of the smaller
governments also failed to sur-
vive the shock of the second
World War. The powerful Brit-
ish Empire was tragically shak-
en, and would not have survived
at all but for the financial, ma-
terial, and military help of this
nation, as well as the military
help of Russia.

Now again, the nations which
have escaped full destruction
have assembled for mutual pro-
tection. The United Nations as

an organization is but a continu-
ation of the fulfilment of proph-
ecies which point out this “last-
days” trend of the nations to
form alliances for mutual pro-
tection. Because this pattern of
events is so clearly pointed out
in the Word of God, it is no sur-
prise to those who are ac-
quainted with the prophecies
that Andrei Gromyko should so
dramatically desert the Security
Council of the U. N., when it be-
came clear that he could not pre-
vent his government from being
brought before the council for
criticism. And although a com-:
promise agreement was reached
on this particular issue, there
is no doubt about the U. N.’s fail-

-uré to bring in a utopia of peace

3

on earth and good will among.
men. , o
Listen to the testimony of
God’s Word on this subject:
“Associate yourselves, O ye
people, and ye shall be broken
in pieces; and give ear, all ye
of far countries: gird yourselves,
and ye shall be broken in pieces;
gird yourselves, and ye shall be
broken in pieces. Take counsel
together [even in the Security
Council], and it shall come to
nought; speak the word, and it
shall not stand.”—Isaiah 8:9, 10
And again we read: “Wait ye
upon me, saith the Lord, until
the day that I rise up to the
prey: for my determination is
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't,ovgvather the nations, that I may
assemble the kingdems, to pour

upon them mine indignation,
even all my fierce anger: for all
the earth shall be devoured with
the fire of my jealousy.”—Zeph.
3:8

There is no mistaking the
meaning of these two prophecies.
The Lord declares that the whole
earth is to be devoured with the
fire of his jealousy. This, of
course, is not literal fire; nor is
the physical earth to be de-
stroyed. In the Bible, God uses
the term “earth” to symbolize
human society organized as na-
tions and otherwise. It is this
organization of men, based upon
selfishness and hate, and made
up of contending factions called
nations, that God will not tol-
erate in the earth forever.

The fire of his jealousy is to
burn and consume this evil order
of things. The term jealousy is
used in this connection much as
we employ it when we say, for
example, that. we are jealous of
the good name of our family, or
of our country. It is not vin-
. dictive jealousy, but a sincere,
genuine interest in that to which
it pertains. - So'God is interested
"in the human race. He loves all
the people of the earth—all na-
tions. He has promised to bless
all nations through the establish-
ment of Christ’s kingdom. First
he sent his Son into the world

to die for the people; and his
second advent is for the purpose
of blessing those for whom he
died. : " '

But this selfish, man-made or-
der of things stands in the way
of the blessings which God has
designed for the people. Being
jealous for the well-being of his
earthly creatures, his overruling
hand in the affairs of men brings
about the overthrow of all au-
thority that opposes justice .and
righteousness, or that in any way
would vitiate the good that he
has planned shall be vouchsafed
to the people through Christ’s
kingdom.

And what will this symbolic
fire of God’s jealousy destroy?
Anyone who knows of the high
standard of righteousness and
justice held forth in the Bible,
and with this knowledge looks
into the council chambers of the
world today, will soon discern
how much there is to be burned.
The church-state systems of Eu-
rope did not measure up to this
standard, and most of these al-
ready have been burned by the
fire of God’s jealousy. But the
assembling of the nations will
proceed, and the fire of God’s
jealousy will continue to burn
against all their unrighteousness
—wherever it exists—until the
way is fully prepared for the
world government which will be
the kingdom of Christ.
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Through the prophet the Lord
tells us not only that he will de-
stroy a world order with the fire
of his ]ealousy, but he follows
up by saying that after this de-

. struction he will “turn to the
people a pure language, that
they may all call upon the name
of the Lord, to serve him with
one consent.” (Zeph. 3:9) Short-
ly after the deluge of Noah’s day
God divided the people of the
earth by confusing their lan-
guage. (Gen. 11:1-9) They have
remained at odds with one an-
other from that time until now.
The language barrier is still a
censiderable handicap to world
unity; but this will be changed
when the kingdom of Christ is
operating in the earth.

The confusing of tongues be-
came symbolic of a still more
serious confusion, which has
been the- confusion represented
in the people’s worship of God.
Conflicting creeds and dogmas
of men have divided the wor-

ship of the people and given

most of them crude, and ofttimes,

ugly conceptions of God. When

the “fire of God’s jealousy” shall
have done its work in the earth,
and the kingdom of Christ is
‘established, the confusion of
tongues as it relates to the wor-
ship of God will also cease, for
the promise is that God will turn
to the people a pure language
that they may all call upon him

and serve him Wlth one. consent
" God has also promised ‘that

there is to be a world authority = =

which the nations will recognize,
and by recognizing it, will ob-
tain peace and security. This is
mentioned by the Prophet Micah,
who declares that in the “last
days” it “shall come to pass, that
the mountain of the house of
the Lord shall be established in
the top of the mountains, . . ..
and all nations shall flow unto
it” (Micah 4:1-4) The Bible
interprets the “mountain” of the
Lord as being the kingdom of
the Lord. That kingdom being
established in the top of the
kingdoms indicates that it will
dominate the affairs of all na-
tions.

It is the kingdom of the Lord’
house which will do this, the
prophet tells us. The “last days”
in which this occurs is a transi-
tional period in which the hu-
manly constituted ruling houses
are overthrown, and God’s rul-
ing house takes over. We have
already seen many of the for-
mer set aside, but we are yet to-

- see the kingdom of Christ take

over all its great power and ma-
jestic glory. This is a-mere ad=
vanced development of the “last
days,” but not too far away now.
God’s ruling house is to be made
up of his beloved Son, Christ
Jesus, and with him his true fol-
lowers, who are to be joint-heirs
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in that government.

Other prophecies indicate that
the rulership of this government
will be very strict—Christ will
rule the nations with a “rod of
iron,” the prophet and the Reve-
lator declare. (Psa. 2:9; Rev.
2:27; 19:15) But, recognizing
the justice of this sovereign pow-
er and authority, the prophet as-
sures us that the people will say,
“Come ye, and let us go up to
the mountain [kingdom] of the
Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of
his ways, and we will walk in
his paths.” (Isa. 2:3) The re-

sult of this will be that the na-
tions will “beat their swords in-
to plowshares, and their spears
into pruninghooks: nation shall
not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any
more.”—Isa, 2:4

So, while we may hope the

~ best for the U. N., we can see the

fulfilment of the Word of God
in what is happening to it; and
at the same time, we can look
forward to the coming of a genu-
ine United Nations over which
Christ, the King of kings will be
the Head; and the authority and
power of God, its “security.”

“Seething” Protestantism

WO top-ranking reli-
gious events having
3 Igd  world-wide implications
have lately held the attention of
those interested in the role re-
ligion will play among the na-
tions during coming years. One
of these, and the one which by
far had its publicity department
the better organized, was the
elevation of a group of new
.Roman Catholic cardinals. The
other was the world conference
of Protestant churches held in
Switzerland. Not all the sessions
of this conference were open to
the public, and it is suspected
that in some of the meetings held

behind closed doors, Protestant -
attitude toward Roman Catholi-
cism may have been the topic for
discussion.

At any rate, highly placed
Protestant spokesmen in . this
country have lately been speak-
ing out boldly against what ap-
pears to them to be a sinister
political activity of the Catholic
Church 'in America. Bishop
Oxham of the Methodist Church
is one of these; and another is
Dr. John A. Mackay, a Presby-
terian, and president of Prince-
ton Theological Seminary. The
public press reports Dr. Mackay
as saying:
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Two things fill me with concern
regarding present trends in this

country within our great sister

communion, the Roman Catholic
Church. The first is its increasing
commitment to a Roman, as dis-
tinguished from the traditionally
independent policy of American
Catholicism. Such a trend has in-
evitably produced in history the
phenomenon called clericalism,
which has been the bane of Latin
lands and from which we in the
United States have been providen-
tially spared. Clericalism is the
pursuit of power, especially politi-
cal power, by a religious hierarchy,
carried on by secular methods and
for purposes of social domination.

My second concern goes deeper,
It is the practice, lately initiated in
the official Catholic press in this
country, of vilifying in a most un-
worthy way, the Protestant Refor-
mation and its great leaders, par-
ticularly Martin Luther and John
Calvin. I plead with the distin-
guished scholars of the Roman
Catholic Church in America that
they frown upon every journalistic
attempt to distort historical truth
for ecclesiastical ends.

It was this very outspoken atti-
tude of Dr. Mackay that caused
Time magazine to observe that
“United States Protestantism is
seething.” Regardless of what
the outcome of the controversy
will be, it is certainly true that
the Roman Catholic Church is
making a desperate effort to es-
tablish itself more firmly in this
country. And this is being done
not alone along political lines

and by “vilifying” Protestantism,
as Dr. Mackay points out. The
Catholic Church is also waging
an active advertising campaign
in secular papers to impress the
American public with the superi-

“ority of Catholic teachings, par-

ticularly with respect to the fu-
ture life. A sample of the meth-
od used in this connection is the
following quotation from an ad-
vertisement which appeared on
the church page of a Phoenix,
Arizona, paper:

“CATHOLIC INFORMATION”

“Don’t Send Me to Hell”

JACK DAWSON had a queer
sort of nightmare the other night.
He dreamed he died and his soul-
was being judged by God Almighty.

‘Now Jack was always a clean liv-

ing fellow, and a great Bible stu-
dent, and he says that in this dream
of his, everything was happening
as he’d expected.

There sat the Ancient of Days
in a snow-white robe, with hair
like pure wool; He had crowds of
what looked like servants standing
around Him, and there people in
tens of thousands gathered before
the throne.

And there stood Jack, right in
the center of heaven, while the re-
cording angel brought out a big
book and started to read: ,

“John - Dawson—baptized and
confirmed, a regular church-goer,.
loved God and his fellow men.”

“Well,” said Jack, “I began to
throw out my chest. Maybe I
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hadn’t been such a bad egg after
all.”

“Repented of and atoned for all
his sins,” the angel continued, “ex-
cept—"’

Then Jack says his heart sank.
The Ancient of Days turned His
eyes toward him—those eyes which
Jack says he’ll never forget. They
were like a living fire. Eternity
was written in them—deep, pierc-
ing, searching out the marrow of
his bones.

“And can you guess what was
holding me up? Tl just tell you.
I'm not too careful about my
‘speech. (I guess you know that!)
And when I get excited or when
things aren’t going right, I let out
a few cuss words . ..” =~

“And these were keeping you
out of heaven?” we asked.

“Absolutely,” he said. “Each
one had been entered against me
in the books.” e

“Well, what happeried then?”

“I don’t know. I woke up and
found myself groaning, ‘Don't

send me to hell . . . don’t send me

tohell...”

And the Catholic Church teaches
that the good Lord won’t send a
person to hell for little sins com-
mitted in a moment of thoughtless-
ness. We know that nothing de-
filed can enter heaven, but, accord-
ing to our belief, Jack would have
gone to purgatory, where he could
have made up for his thoughtless
speech, after which he would have
joined his Lord and Master in
heaven. Purgatory, you see, is for
those, who, when they die, are not
good enough for heaven, yet not
bad enough for hell.

‘themselves;
‘Hebrew and Greek texts of the

It would represent real prog-
ress, we think, and at the same
time serve as an effective meth-
od of silencing Catholic propa-
ganda of this kind, if outstand-
ing Protestants like Dr. Mackay "
and Bishop Oxham would also
become concerned over the way
they allow Protestants in general
to labor under the impression
that the blasphemous doctrine of
eternal torture is still believed
by them. What a grand service
they would render to the general
public, and how they would
weaken the influence of Catholic
teachings, if they would come
out openly and tell the people
what they must assuredly know
namely, that the

Scriptures do not support the
Dark-age - teaching, either of
eternal torture or of purgatory.
Every educated Protestant min-
ister knows that sheol (trans-
lated hell in the Old Testament)
and hades, gehenna, and tartaroo
(rendered hell in the New Testa-
ment) do not mean torture, ei-
ther temporary or eternal.
Perhaps it is too much to ex-
pect Protestant clergymen open-
1y and publicly to admit that the
churches they represent are
built upon creeds the teachings
of which have no foundation in
the Christian Bible. On the oth-
er hand, as long as they fail to
do this with respect to the doc-
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trine of eternal torture, they can
have no effective argument
against the Catholic claim that
their idea of being tortured
temporarily in purgatory is more
humane than the Protestant
theory of eternal torture for all
who are not saintly enough to
go to heaven when they die.

And on the relative merits of
doctrines pertaining to what be-
comes of people when they die,
the Catholics seemingly have
scored another point over the
Protestants in the following,
which we also quote from a
Catholic advertisement which
appeared in a secular press—this
one in Fairbanks; Alaska:

“CATHOLICS SAY-"
“How Can Babies Go to Hell?”

We can't see it ourselves—how
the good Lord could take a help-
less, innocent baby and thrust it
into that “ever-lasting fire, pre-
pared for the devil and his angels.”
(Matt. 25:41) It just doesn’t tie
in with our idea of God’s justice
and mercy.

Of course the Catholic Church
has never sponsored so monstrous
a belief as infant damnation. In
fact, the more you know of the
Catholic Church, the more you will
come to see that if a doctrine is
queer, or if it sounds wacky, then
it can’t be Catholic, for Catholicism
is common sense interpreting God'’s
Word to mankind.

No—we Catholics with Jesus,
insist that “Except a man be born

of water and of the Spirit, he can-
not enter into the Kingdom of
God.” (John 3:5) That means
baptism. It means, plainly, just
this: no baptism, no heaven; ei-
ther, or; take your pick.

But if baptism is the “ticket”
without which one can’t get into
heaven, then sin (serious, wicked,
and obstinate) is also the “ticket”

-without which no one goes to hell,

In other words, sin is as necessary
for damnation, as baptism is for
salvation. If the Lord finds you
holding the devil’s ticket at death
he will disown you, even though
you should have been baptized.
But if he should find you with
neither ticket, neither baptism nor
personal sin—what then? v

Well you won’t find anything in
the Bible to cover such a case, but
Christian Catholic - thinkers, posi-
tive that Jesus won’t send your in=
nocents to hell, have spoken of a

‘third place—Limbo, they ‘called it

—where ‘such souls can enjoy the
happiness they deserve. St. Thomas
of Aquinas, one of our foremost
theologians, said that, in this
Limbo, souls are free from pain
and sorrow, and even enjoy a cer-
tain inward peace and happiness,
so that they reach at least a little
of that joy which would have been
our common lot on this earth if
Adam and Eve had not offended
the good Lord.

In other words, they have an
ever-lasting life pretty much as
ours would be down here, if all
the “blood, sweat, and tears” were
drawn out of it; not much com-
pared with the sight of the Blessed
Trinity, but infinitely ‘better than
the pains of hell, and far better
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than this, our ordinary daily life.

One of the special points of in-
terest in the foregoing quotation
is the admission that the Catho-
lic Church knows of nothing in
the Bible to indicate what God
has provided for unbaptized in-
fants who die. Had the sacred
Word been consulted more studi-
ously, Catholic “Fathers” would
have found a much better provi-
sion than their own uninspired
writers have suggested. For ex-
ample, they would have found
God’s promise to the mothers of
infants destroyed by the edict of

Herod at the time Jesus was’

-0} 324 ‘pazndeq useq AU pey
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‘their mothers God promised:

© “Thus saith the Lord; Refrain

thy voice from weeping, and

thine eyes from tears: for thy
work shall be rewarded, saith
the Lord; and they shall come
again from the land of the enemy
{death]. And there is hope in
thine end, saith the Lord, that

thy children shall come again to.

-their own border.”—Jer. 31:16,
17; Matt. 2:17, 18

Most Protestant parents today
would be inclined to say that
they do not believe that their un-
baptized infants who die go to a
place of eternal torture. They
are to be commended for this,
for both their heads and their
hearts are far superior to their
creeds. However, according to

10

the strict interpretation of Prot-
estant creeds, particularly the
Presbyterian, for which Dr.
Mackay allegedly stands, that’s
exactly where all unbaptized in-
fants do go when they die. The
renowned Jonathan Edwards,
for example, in a day when the
creeds really were understood to
mean what they say, stated that
hell is lined with infants less
than a span long.

How thankful we are today
to know that such grotesque
notions are not taught in the
Word of God. How much more
reasonable is the truth set forth
in the Bible, which is that both

- infants and adults, - saints and

sinners, are unconscious in death
—sleeping—while -awaiting the
great awakening by the power
of the divine Christ. - The Bible
teaches—although the Catholic
Church apparently doesn’t know
it—that the true followers of the
Master are awakened in the
“first resurrection,” to live and
reign with Christ, while the oth-
ers, young and old, are to be
brought forth for trial, discipline,
and, if properly exercised under
the chastening rod, to full res-.
toration to edenic perfection,
during the thousand years of the
messianic reign. _

Thank God, for the light of
truth now shining upon the sa-
cred pages of his Word! May
we let that light shine.



THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL-Is
there hope for the unsaved dead? What
is the Millennium? How will Satan be
bound for a thousand years? When
will the wicked dead be resurrected?
What is Christian sabbath keeping?
What is the “mark of the beast”? These
and related questions are scripturally
answered in this fact-presenting book-
let. 64 pages, 15 cents.

“CREATED HE THEM”—The har-
mony of science and the Bible is the
theme of this booklet.. It answers such
questions as, How long were the days
of creation? In what sense has God
rested on the seventh day? Is there
any genuine scientific evidence that
man is a creature of evolution? Where
will. the vast majority of the human
race spend eternity? 64 pages, 15 cents.

CHOSEN PEOPLE—Are the Jews, or
the Gentiles, or both, God’s “chosen
people”? Does the Bible explain why
millions of Jews have been killed in.
Europe in recent years? Will a Jewish
-state ever be established in Palestine?
The scriptural answer to these questions
is ‘vital to Jew and Christian. alike.
Chosen People points the reader to the’
scriptural answer. 64 pages, 15 cents,

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts

MAY 2—“All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse-
cution.”—2 Tim. 3:12 (Z. ’03-164, 165. Hymn 134)

MAY 9—“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk
ye in him; rooted and built up in him, and established in the
faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanks-
giving.”—Col. 2:6, 7 (Z. ’03-199. Hymn 315)

MAY 16—“Thou shalt be called by a new name . . . . thou shalt also be a
crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem
in the hand of thy God.”—Isa. 62:2, 3 (Z. 03-164.. Hymn 322)

MAY 23—“Ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.”—John 13:14 (Z.
’97-243. Hymn 23) :

MAY 30—“Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation.”—Rom. 12:12 (Z.
95-20. Hymn 29)

11



| J!B)ER@DA]D@BASG][ §@H]IE5]ID1I[I]HE‘9

. N. F. TIME STA. KC. PM.
~ St. Johns, N. F. (Thurs.) VOCM 1006 9:00

ATLANTIC TIME STA. KC. AM.

(SUNDAYS UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED)

Moncton, N. B.

CKCW 1400 10:30

MOUNTAIN TIME STA. KC. AM.
Blsbee, Ariz. KSUN 1230 9:30
Globe, Ariz. (Sat)  KWJB 1240 8:45
Phoenix, Ariz. KPHO 1230 9:45
Prescott, Ariz. (Sat) KYCA 1490 8:45
Safford, Ariz. (Sat.) XKGLU 1450 8:45
Wallace, Idaho KWAL 1450 10:15

> > PM

EASTERN TIME

Akron, Ohio
Augusta, Ga.
Baltimore, Md.
Bay City, Mich,

Binghamton, N. Y.

Columbus, Ohio
High Point, N. C.
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The Hope of Immortality

[ Frank, the first question I want
to ask you at this time may sound
odd in view of all you've told me,
but I want to keep the record
straight. You do believe in a fu-
ture life, don’t you?

@ Why, of course, haven’t I quoted
sufficient scriptures to you on past
occasions to indicate my firm be-
lief in a future life?

€@ Yes, but on the other hand, you
so often emphasize the thought
that death is a reality—that when
a man dies he is really dead—so
it’s just a little difficult for me to
reconcile the two thoughts. Doesn’t
the Bible say that man is immor-
tal, and cannot die?

€ The Bible holds out a hope of
immortality for faithful Christians,

but says nothing about man be-
ing inherently immortal.

€ Do you mean to tell me that
the Bible says nothing about man
possessing an immortal soul?

@[ Yes; that’s exactly what I mean
to tell you. You see, Ernest, as I -
have explained before, the biblical
hope of a future life is based upon
God’s promises that he will resur-
rect mankind from death. Strange
as it may seem, the expression “im-
mortal soul” is not to be found
anywhere in the Bible. It simply
isn’t there!

g Can that be possible?” Why,
Frank, I can hardly believe that
there is nothing at_all in the Blble
about immortality.

€[ That isn’t what I said. What I
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said was that the expression “im-
mortal soul”.is not found in the
Bible. The Bible does speak of im-
mortality, but even so, it doesn’t
say as much about it as one might
suppose. As a matter of fact, the
word “immortal” is only to be
found once in the entire Bible.

I That’s not a Bible you're tak-
ing out of your pocket, is it?

@ No, this is a little booklet which
lists all the various passages of
the Bible which deal with the sub-
ject of immortality. Now, let me
see—Yes, that’s right, the word
“immortal” appears once, and that’s
in 1 Timothy 1:17. I notice you
are getting out your Bible. You
might turn to this passage, and
see what it says.

g[ It looks to me as though we are
in for a real Bible study this time.
Well, that’s good! First Timothy
. ... Here we are . . . . the first
chapter and the 17th verse. It
reads, “Now unto the King eternal,
immortal, invisible, the only wise
God, be honor and glory for ever
and ever.” Well, it’s plain enough
that this text is speaking of God,
and saying that he is immortal
But does that necessarily mean
that no one else is immortal?

€[ No, it doesn’t necessarily mean
that, but it's the only place in the
Bible where the word “immortal”
is found. The word “immortality”
is used five times in the Bible; and
in one of these instances we are
told that the Lord only has im-
mortality. You'll find that in 1
Timothy 6:16, if you wish to read
it—

@ That'’s too important not to read.
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_mortality.

In this text, as I understand it, the
word “immortality” is used. In the
other text it was “immortal.” Well,
let’s see what it says:

4] You had better begin reading
at the 15th verse to get the con-
nection—

€ Just as you say: “Which in his
times- he shall show, who is the
blessed and only Potentate, the
King of kings, and Lord of lords;
who only hath immortality.” Did
I read that right? Why, it says
that the Lord is the only One who
has immortality!

4 Yes, that’s the way it reads—

¢ But didn’t you say something
about Christians being immortal?

€ 1 said that Christians have a
hope of immortality. But, as you
know, we don’t hope for things 'we
already possess. The Christian’s
hope of immortality is set forth in
the four remaining texts in which
the word appears. It might be well
to read all of them. The first is
that of Romans 2:7. It’s correctly
quoted in this little book, and reads
like this: “To them [that is, Chris-
tians] who by patient continuance
in well-doing seek for glory and
honor and immortality.”

€] Why Frank, that passage says
that a Christian must seek for im-~
Certainly one doesn’t
seek for that which he already pos-
sesses, does he?

€[ No, which proves that a man is
not inherently immortal, and agrees
with the other passages you read
which reveal that by nature, God
alone has immortality. Now we
have three more texts in which
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this word appears. 1 Corinthians
15:53 is one of them.

 That's the great resurrection
chapter of the Bible .isn’t it?

€ Yes. I notice you have turned
to it, so you might read the text.

€ I'll be glad to, “For this cor-
ruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on im-
mortality.”

@ According to that text, you see,
immortality is something a Chris-
tian must put on in order to pos-
sess it.

¢ Right you are. I can’t argue
against that. But where are those
other two passages found? Per-
haps they’ll reveal something dif-
ferent. '

€ They won’t, unless the Bible
contradicts itself, which it doesn’t.
The next use of the word “im-
mortality” iis in the very next verse
to the one you read.

g That’s verse 54. I still have my
Bible open to the chapter, and
here’s what it says, “When this
corruptible shall have put on in-
corruption, and this mortal shall
have put on immortality, then shall
be brought to pass the saying that
is written, Death is swallowed up
in victory.” Well, this merely con-
firms what the other texts say.

€ Now the last one, and when
you have read the passage I'm
about to give you, you will have
read every text in the Bible in
which the words “immortal” and
“immortality” appear—

¢ I'll have the whole story, then—
@ Yes, so far as the use of these
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words are concerned. The final
passage is that of 2 Timothy 1:10.

- It’s -also quoted here in this little

book, and I'll read it: “But is now
made manifest by the appearing of
our Savior Jesus Christ, who hath
abolished death, and hath brought
life and immortality to light through
the Gospel.”

[ Frank, there you have it.
Through the coming of Christ there
is a hope of immortality.

@ Quite true, there is now a hope
of immortality for those who fol-
low in the footsteps of Jesus; but
it doesn’t mean that human beings
are inherently immortal. The fact
that Jesus brought the hope of im-
mortality to light at his first advent
proves that those who lived and
died prior to that time, had no such
hope.

@[ Didn’t those ancient prophets
believe in a resurrection from the
dead?

g Yes, but as I said in the begin-
ning, if man was inherently im-
mortal he wouldn’t need a resur-
rection.

@l Frank, in that text you read a
moment ago, it says that Jesus
brought “life” and also “immortali-
ty” to light through the Gospel.
Why are both of these expressions
used? :

@ The term immortality refers to
the hope of the footstep followers
of the Master; while the expression
“life,” refers to the hope of man-
kind in general. God’s provision
for them is that they shall be re-
stored to perfect human life upon
the earth. This is the life that was
forfeited by Adam when he trans-
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gressed the 'v'diviﬁé law in Eden.-

Both immortality for the church,

and perfect human  life for the
world, are made possible through
the redemptive work of Christ.
Both of these rewards will be real-
ized by means of a resurrection from
the dead. The resurrection of the
church to immortality is styled in
the Bible the “first resurrection.”
After this resurrection is complete,
and the church is exalted and
reigning with Christ in the new
Kingdom, then established over the
earth, the resurrection of the world
in general will begin, and will con-
tinue until, as Jesus declared, “All
who are in the graves shall hear
the voice of the Son of man and
shall come forth.”

@] And where will these be when
they come forth from death?

€ Right here on the earth, which
is the home provided for them by
the Creator.

@ It all sounds very simple, and it
is certainly a very comforting
viewpoint. But one really has to
believe in miracles to be able to
appreciate such a hope of the res-
urrection.

€ Quite true, but the whole Chris-
tian religion is based upon the
thesis that miracles are to be per-
formed in order to save the people
. from death. As Christians we pro-
fess to believe in miracles. We be-

lieve that Jesus performed mira- .

cles, and the Bible makes it clear
that these were but illustrations
of the world-wide miracles of heal-
ing and resurrection that are to be

performed by the Christ during
the thousand years of the Kingdom.
And what a glorious time of bless-
ing this divine Kingdom will pro-
vide for the sin-sick world, in an-
swer to the prayer, “Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth
as it is in heaven”! A new dis-
pensation indeed it will be. The
changes from one. dispensation to
another in the past have been
marked and prominent, but this
change will be the most outstand-
ing and eventful of all, because it
will mean a transfer of world rul-
ership from Satan’s reign of death
to the Messiah’s reign of life; from
the superstitious worship. of false
gods, to the intelligent worship of
Jehovah, the true God. The very
thought of such far-reaching
changes would be staggering to
faith were it not for the realiza-
tion that they have been promised
and planned by the Almighty God
and Creator of the universe, who
is abundantly able to restore the
dead to life. It is to this that the
apostle refers when he explains
that after the church is exalted to
immortality, then will be fulfilled
the promise, “O death, where is
thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory?”

NEW STATIONS

Four new stations have been added
to the schedule within the last month,
as follows: WIMC, Ocala, Fla.; KMA,
Shenandoah, Ia; KPHO, Phoenix, Ariz.;
KSUN, Bisbee, Ariz.
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A Key to the Scriptures

Although all ‘human plans are failing, God
has a plan—that is the reassuring fact empha-
sized over and over again in this widely ac-
cepted textbook on the Bible. Written sixty
years ago, The Divine Plan of the Ages has
attained the merited circulation of more than
eight million, and has stood the test of time.

350 PAGE—CLOTH BOUND, 50 CENTS.

PAPER BOUND, 25 CENTS; TEN OR MORE,
18 CENTS EACH.

Hymns of Dawn

There is nothing more inspiring and more
conducive to peace and happiness in the
home than the singing of hymns, and in
Hymns of Dawn we have gathered the
choicest of all the old time melodious and
devotional songs, such as “Sweet Hour of
Prayer”; “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”;
“The Sweet By and By”; “Nearer, My God,
to Thee”; and “I Love to Tell the Story.”
Unexcelled for personal, home or church use.

CLOTH BOUND, STAMPED IN GOLD,
$1.00; (POPULAR EDITION, 50 CENTS)

Bible Stories for Children

In this topsy-turvy world of today chil-
dren more than ever need to know about
the promises of the Bible and of their cer-
tain fulfilment. There is nothing that will
prepare them better to face the uncertain
years of this new atomic age.

Each story is colorful, charming, and
thought-provoking. And, like “Alice in
Wonderland,” while intended for children,
it has at once become a favorite with adults.
Excellent as a gift.

390 pages. Bound in green cloth, gold
stamped, $2.00 postpaid.
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“This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom
he hath sent”—JoHN 6:29

HE apostle tells us that
without faith it is im-
B IR possible to please God.

(Heb 11:6) This is understand-

able, for we see the same princi-

ple exemplified in human rela--
If faith in one anoth-.

tionships.
er -is requisite ; to a genuine
friendship among human beings,
how much more essential it is
to have faith in God if we expect
to be pleasing to him and to en-
joy the rich benefits of being his
friends. Abraham was called a
friend of God simply because he
believed the promises God made
to him; and throughout all the
ages of the divine plan, faith in
God has opened the door of di-
vine favor and to all the bless-
ings and honor his wisdom and
love had planned for his faithful
people.

There is no other approach to
a friendly relationship with God
except by faith. All works of
righteousness, apart from faith,
are as filthy rags in his sight.
Any attempt to co-operate in his
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plan which is not based upon full
confidence in him and a belief
that his will and way is best, is
unacceptable. And our faith in
him must be absolute—so full,

.so complete, that whatever he
“reveals

his will to be, even
though it may lead to privation,
hardship, suffering, or death, we
will do it. A {faith that trusts
God only when the sunshine of
joy is brightening our lives is not
the kind of faith which consti-
tutes a basis of true friendship
with God.

So fundamental to at-one-ment
with God is true belief in him
that in our text Jesus indicates
it to be the sum total of every-
thing which may properly be
considered the “works of God.”
In this passage the test of true
belief in God is shown to be the
acceptance of Jesus, whom God
had sent. The full force of the
thought is more readily grasped
when we remember that it was

~addressed to a people who con-

sidered themselves the elect of
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God in the earth, the ones to
whom God had committed his
work of blessing all nations.
The Israelites claimed Abra-
ham as their father, and Moses
as their lawgiver. They believed
that the promises made to Abra-
ham concerning his “seed” were
to have fulfilment through them.
They considered themselves to
be God’s royal nation, his special
people, and that the Messiah
would exalt their nation to
prominence in the earth; and
that all other nations, in order to
receive God’s promised bless-
ings, would have to bow down
to them. As they understood the
matter, this was God’s program
for the human family, the
“works” of God in the earth—
works in which they assumed
they had an assured part.
~ Moreover, the Israelites sup-
posed that they were qualified
to be God’s servants through
their keeping of the Law. In-
deed, they viewed their many
ceremonies as being properly a
part of the “works of God.” The
Israelites as a nation had never
been too faithful in keeping the
Law, but they did make a bet-
ter show of outward obedience
to the Law and its ceremonies
than they did of exercising genu-
ine faith in God. Their lack of
faith is displayed throughout the
entire period of their national
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existence. It kept'them in the
wilderness for forty years after
leaving Egypt. It prevented their
entering into rest under the lead-
ership of Joshua. It led to the
loss of national independence. in
606 B. C.,, and hindered them
from accepting the Messiah when
he came to them at his first ad-
vent. They thought they were
the true servants of God, and
they could have been, but their
lack of belief in God hindered
their participation in his works. "

PARTNERS WITH GOD

There IS work to do for God,
and the Secriptures refer to those

‘who are “workers together” with

him. (2 Cor. 6:1) But God will

‘not use anyone in such an ex-

alted work who does not have
full faith and confidence in him.
So Jesus said, “This is the work
of God, that ye believe on him
whom he hath sent.” This struck
right at the root of Israel’s most
damaging weakness. Ostensibly
they were the nation to whom
and through whom the Messiah
of promise would come. They
professed to be God’s co-work-
ers in the earth, but all of their
professions, all of their claims,
all of their ambitions, were
merely as empty theory unless
they believed on the Messmh
whom God had sent.

Whether Jew or Gentile, no
one can be a co-worker with God
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except through Jesus. “All
things are of the Father and
through the Son.” (1 Cor. 8:6)
“In the dispensation of the full-
ness of times” he will “gather to-
gether in one all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven, and
which are on earth; even in
him.” (Eph. 1:10) How appar-
ent it is, then, that belief in Jesus
is essential, both to salvation for
ourselves, and as a basis of ac-
ceptable service to God. The
entire plan of God—all his
“works”—is the gathering of
mankind into Jesus, through be-
 lief in him; a work which will not
be complete until the close of
the “dispensation of the fullness
of times.”

But to “believe” on Jesus is
much more far-reaching in its
implications than many have.
supposed. It “was so for the-
Jews at the time of his first ad-
vent. They looked for a Mes-
siah who would exalt their na-
tion to a position of glory among
the other nations, hence were not
prepared to believe on the One
who was “despised and rejected
of men.” (Isa. 53:3) After Jesus
was raised from the dead he said
to two of his disciples that they
were “slow of heart to believe”
all that the prophets had said
concerning the Messiah. (Luke
24:25) They had exulted over
the promises of the Messiah’s
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glory, but had not believed the
prophetic record depicting his
suffering and death.

The Jews were “slow of heart”
to believe that which was not
pleasing to them. In all the ages
this has constituted the supreme
test of genuine belief. Abraham
demonstrated his living faith in
God by an ‘obedience which
caused him 'to leave his own
people and his father’s house.
It was certainly no alluring pros-
pect for Abraham to leave his
home in Ur and to start out on a
long journey to a land of prom-
ise, “not knowing whither he
went.” (Heb. 11:8) But had he
not done this we would have no
evidence that he truly believed
God. ,

“All Israel would readily have
believed on: Jesus had he come
in glory and in conquering pow-

“er, but because he was meek and

lowly, a friend of publicans and
‘sinners, and a reprover of un-
righteousness, they ‘“hid as it
were” their faces from him. (Isa.
53:3) Those who did believe
did so at great cost. They lost
their standing among their fel-
lows. Their names were cast
out as evil. Their belief made it
incumbent upon them to become
witnesses for the despised Naza-
rene, not only in Judea but to
the uttermost parts of the earth.
Had they sidestepped these re-
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sults of their belief it would have
been an evidence that their pro-
fession of faith was not whole-
hearted and sincere.

NO FAITH WITHOUT WORKS

James declares that “faith
without works is dead.” (Jas.
2:20) This is evidenced all along
the line of Christian disciple-
ship. When Jesus said that the
works of God were accomplished
by believing on him he certainly
did not mean that a mere lip pro-
fession of belief that he is the
Messiah and Redeemer of the
world is all the works of God
his followers are expected to
perform., Jesus said too  many
other things in explanation of
Christian discipleship to permit
us so grossly to misinterpret this -
one statement as to find in it an
excuse for an easy way of liv-
ing the Christian life.

Jesus’ disciples believed on
him. They had confidence that
he was the Messiah, and visual-
ized the glory of his kingdom.
They wanted to be with him in
that kingdom. The mother of
two of them, ambitious for her
boys, asked that one might sit on
his right hand and the other on
his left hand in the kingdom.
Jesus asked, “Are ye able . . ..
to be baptized with the baptism
1 am baptized with?” and also,
“Are ye able to drink of the cup
that I shall drink of?” (Matt. 20:
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22) Here was something besides
giving mental assent to the fact
of his messiahship. Here was
the real test of their belief—a
severe test, a test of willingness
to suffer and to die with him.,
To believe on Jesus in the full,
absolute sense, is to believe that
through him the entire plan of
human redemption and salvation
is to be carried out. It is to ac-
cept his leadership by faithfully
following in his steps. It is to
accept his headship in a body of
which we are the controlled
members—controlled by his will.
It is a willingness to  obey his

. commands, to be guided by his

principles, and to die as he died.
It is to work for God as he
worked for God; and to speak
the things God gives us to speak,
as Jesus did. It is our faithful-
ness along all these lines that
proves our sincere belief in
Jesus, the “sent” of God.

In brief, the real evidence of be-
lief is our willingness to do God's
will as expressed in and through
Jesus, even when his will runs
contrary to our own natural in-
clinations. The Sermon on the
Mount contains many expres-
sions of the divine will which are
not easy to carry out in our lives.
For example, we are instructed
to love our enemies and to do
good to those who despitefully
use us and persecute us. In-
structions like these run counter
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to the will of the flesh, but if we
- believe in Jesus, we will obey
them, no matter what the cost
may be—and it IS costly.

A SEVERE TEST

Circumstances vary, of course,
but there comes to mind in this
connection the inspiring exam-
ple of those who in recent years
have refused combatant military
service because it was contrary
to the Master’s instructions. To
take this stand has cost these
young Christians a great deal.
They were looked down upon
by their unbelieving friends and
relatives. Some of them have
toiled for years without compen-
sation. All of them have been
made to suffer in one way or an-
other—not so severely in this
country, but in other countries
the suffering on the part of these
has been cruel indeed.

And why? Simply because
they “believed” on Jesus in that
full measure which leads to
obedience. Millions profess to be-
lieve, but claim that his teachings
on love are not practical for this
day and age, that if he were here
. today he would probably be a
recruiting agent for the armies of
the world. In this way the nomi-
nal believers draw near to the
Lord with their lips, but their
hearts are far from him, even
as the prophet foretold would be
the case.—Isa. 29:13; Matt. 15:8
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When Jesus first sent his dis-
ciples into the ministry, these
believers were given what has
always appea%red to the half-
hearted Christian very radical
instructions. He instructed them
in his sermon on the mount,
“Take no thought for your life,
what ye shall eat,” or how you
shall be clothed. (Luke 12:22;
Matt. 6:25, 31) Their willingness
to obey these instructions was
the practical test of their genuine
belief in Jesus’ leadership. And
it was a severe test! The idea
was contrary to human wisdom.
It was basically unsound and
foolhardy. So was the course of
Abraham when he left his own
people and his father’s house.
But as with Abraham, so with
these disciples, their obedience
to the instructions of the Lord
was the proof of their belief.

Later, at the close of his minis-
try, the Master inquired of these
faithful ones, “lacked ye any-
thing?” (Luke 22:35) Of course
they hadn’t! There is‘never any
danger of lacking either temporal
or spiritual blessings so long as
we are faithful to the Lord’s
commands, for the promise is
that “no good thing will he with-
hold from them that walk up-
rightly.”—Psalm 84:11

Times bave changed and many
of the circumstances of life are
quite different now than they
were in Jesus’ day. But the un-
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derlying principle of these in--
structions are the same, and
obedience to that principle is still -
one of the severest tests of our
faith.. The disciples of Jesus to-
day are also called to be his am-
bassadors, his representatives.
Their belief, leading up to their
full consecration to do God’s
will, puts them on the side of
God and of truth and of right-
eousness. They are told plain-
ly that they are no longer the
servants of self, but of God.
Their approach to the entire prob-
lem of life is therefore changed.
The chief concern of the man
or woman in the world is to
“make a living.” From child-
hood on there is the planning
and working for home, for food,
. for clothing, for ease, and for
security in approaching old age.
This is legitimate for the natu-
ral man, but belief in Christ,
if it is genuine, changes the
whole outlook and approach.
Mere nominal belief doesn’t
make much of a change, but
a genuine belief does. The
wholehearted believer notes the
instructions of the Word which
reveal that his chief concern
now is the doing of God’s will.
He still recognizes that he needs
food and clothing, and that his
family does also; but the provid-
ing of these is now to him mere-
ly incidental, while the main
purpose of his whole life is to do
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the will and work of God. =~ .

But it is not easy to make this
change in our hearts and lives.
Only an unbounded faith in God
and in Jesus will enable us to do
it in a real sense. It is a radical
change, and to the extent our
friends know about it, they will
think we are foolish, that our
judgment is unsound. Religion
is all right, they say, when kept
within bounds, and in its proper
sphere. It’s all right to go to
church on Sunday, and to send
our children to Sunday School.
It’s good for our children, and
an hour inside the church won’t
hurt any of us; but, to make re-
ligion the chief thing in our lives,
well, that’s all right for the min-
ister, it’s his business, and he
gets paid for it.

Thus it is that the true be-
liever finds himself at odds with
the world and with nominal
churchianity. But his true be-
lief leaves him no choice. He
hears the Word say, “Ye are am-
bassadors for Christ,” “ministers
of reconciliation.” (2 Cor. 5:20,
18) From this and other in-
structions he knows that he has
been called to be a minister, and
as a minister of God his chief
work is the service of God. How-
ever, he knows better than to
expect a salary for his services;
for they are to be given freely
and without stint—given until
he makes himself poor in order
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that others might be blessed.

THINGS NEEDFUL

For some it is a severe test of

faith to wait upon the Lord. The
knowledge of God and of his
plans and purposes is so inspir-
ing that we want to tell it out
far and wide. If upon coming
into the truth we are handi-
capped with scriptural obliga-
tions toward our families we
might be tempted to neglect
these obligations in order to de-
vote ourselves more fully to the
service of the Lord. In such an
event the test of our belief would
be our obedience to the instruc-
tions of the Word concerning the
matter of providing for our own,
for “if any provide not for his
own, . ... he is worse than an in-
fidel.”—1 Tim. 5: 8

And this might well be a
severe test of faith for some. We
might see the need of workers
in the vineyard, and feeling that
we possess talent for some par-
ticular part of the work, be in-
clined to reason that surely the
Lord would not want us to neg-
lect this opportunity merely be-
cause we have a family to sup-
port. But this would be the
reasoning of the flesh. Any
service that is rendered contrary
to the instructions of God’s Word
is not acceptable to him, and evi-
dences a lack of confidence in
the divine arrangements.
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Moses waited forty years be-
fore the Lord was ready to use
him, and before he was ready,
from God’s standpoint, to be
used. Jesus waited eighteen
years. At the age of twelve he
was desirous of being about his
Father’s business, but not until
he was thirty could he enter up-
on that ministry. So if the in-
structions of the Word and the
circumstances of life seem to cir-
cumscribe our activities in the
Lord’s service, we should wait
patiently on the Lord, mean-
while making the very best use
possible of whatever opportuni-
ties we may rightfully enjoy.
Thus we will demonstrate our
true belief.

BELIEF AND CONSECRATION

True belief implies action,
hence belief in Christ means
consecration to do the will of
God as it is expressed through
him. So if we say, Yes Lord, I
believe, it is the equivalent of
saying to him that he should take
our lives and use them to his

- glory. Any other attitude would

come short of revealing a genu-
ine ‘and full belief.

Just think of what it is that
we profess to believe: It is that
Jesus is the Son of the Creator
and God of the universe; that he
was with the Father from the be-
ginning and shared in the work
of creation. We believe that the
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human race was created to live
upon this earth forever, and that
sickness and death entered in-
to the world only because of sin.
We believe that the Creator of
the universe, whom we call our
Heavenly Father, sent his Son
‘into the world to redeem the dy-
ing race and restore the people
to life. We believe that his fol-
lowers of this age are invited to
share in his sufferings now and
are promised a share in his king-
dom glory—if they are faithful
unto death.

Do we believe these things?
Do we believe that the Creator
of this vast universe is thus ac-
tually dealing with us? Do we
actually believe that the merit
of Jesus’ sacrifice compensates
for our imperfections so that our
imperfect works are acceptable
to our Heavenly Father? Do we
believe that it is actually our
privilege to share in the suffer-
ings of Christ? Do we believe
that if faithful we will share in
his glory, sit on his throne, be
partakers of the divine nature,-
and with him participate in the
future work of blessing all the
families of the earth?

All these things are included
in our belief in Jesus, for he is
the embodiment of the entire di-
vine plan. Is it not evident, then,
that such a belief is bound to
change our entire perspective of
life? Of what value are the
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transitory toys and joys of this
fitful and uncertain human life
when compared with the privi--
lege that is ours of being
“workers together” with God?
(2 Cor. 6:1) Once we permit
the power of our belief to take
proper hold upon us there is
nothing we can do except place
ourselves entirely in God’s hands
to be used according to the wise
decisions of his will.

Ah, yes, Lord, take my life—I
realize that there is little left of
it, and that it is marred by sin
and very imperfect, but I want
thee to have it and to use it; for I
believe in all of thy_ arrange-
ments for mankind and for me.
I believe in Jesus, and in the
merit of his blood. Lord, if I
did not believe I would have lit-
tle heart in offering thee my life
—it is so imperfect—but because
I believe, I know that my life—
what’s left of it—will be accept-
able. Yes, I thank thee for the
assurance that this, my “reason-
able service,” will be “holy and
acceptable unto thee.”—Romans
12:1

And I want every part of me
used in thy service. So take my
hands. There isn’t much - that
they can do, but I do want them
used for thee. I want thy great
love to be a moving power in my
life, causing my hands to serve
thee. So show me things for my
hands to do. And my feet also,
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" Lord—I want them to be swift
on errands for thee. And give"
me more and more errands to do
that my feet may be ever in thy
service, .

And Lord, I also want my
voice used for thee. May it ev-
er bring honor and glory to thy
name! Take my lips, too. May
the impulse of thy love cause my
lips to be moved with messages
from thee. There is so much to
be said concerning thy Ilove.
Bternity will not suffice to tell it
all; but Lord, I do want to be
faithful in telling as much about
it as I can, so take my lips, sanc-
tify and use them to thy glory.

And take my time! It is a
fleeting thing, but help me to
“redeem” as much of it as pos-
sible to be used in thy service.
There are so many things, Lord,
which crowd in upon my time
and take it away from use in thy
service, but help me to be more
watchful, for I want all my mo-
ments and all my days to be used
in ceaseless. praise to thee be-
cause thou hast called me out of
darkness into thy marvelous
light.

And take my intellect, Lord.
I know that it is only in thy
great mercy that thou wilt be
able to use that which is so in-
ferior. Angels, cherubim, and
seraphim could be used far more
efficiently, but I believe thy
promise to give me the spirit of
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a sound mind. So take the lit-
tle mental faculty I have and use
it. I am renewing my mind day.
by day as best I can through the
study of thy Word. I will seek
to discern thy will in all that I
do, and I know that my short-
comings will be covered by the
blood, so because I believe, I say
again,

“Take my intellect and use,

Every pow’r as thou shalt choose.”

Nor would I withhold my sil-
ver and my gold—my money!
I know Lord, that the cattle on
a thousand hills belong to thee,
and that thou dost not need my
money, but I want to give it as
an evidence of my belief. I want
to give it to show my love for
thee and for the truth and for my
brethren. I want to give it to
show my faith in thy promises
to care for me. I want to give it
because it is a part of my all
which I have devoted to thee in
full consecration. ‘“Nothing,
Lord, would I withhold.”

Take my will, Lord, and make
it thine. I don’t want any will
of my own. I want my life to
be used as thou wouldst have it
used. I want my hands to serve
as thou, my Lord, desirest them
to serve. I want my feet to go
where thou wouldst have them
to go. I want my intellect to
search out thy ways, and not my
own. I want my silver and my
gold to be used for thy glory and
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not to further any plans of my
own. I want my every moment
to be devoted to thee, and to the
doing of thy will. In no way
whatever do I want my will to
be done. So take my will, Lord,
take it and make it thine.

And take my heart, too—my

affections. I don’t want them to
be set on the things of this earth,
" but upon things above. I esteem
the things of this earth as of tri-
fling worth, and in view of what
thou hast promised concerning
heavenly treasures I want my af-
fections to be set upon them, for
I recognize that this is thy will

for me. So take my heart, Lord, .

and from henceforth, may all the
things which tug at my heart-
strings be those only which are
pleasing to thee.

And I want thee, Lord, to have
all of my love. I want my love
to be so complete for thee that no
other loves will be permitted to
thwart my determined purpose
to do thy will. I want, indeed,
to be ever, only, all for thee.
This is the declaration of my de-
sire because I “believe.” I have
no misgivings concerning the
wisdom of thy plans and pur-
poses, nor concerning thy ability
to accomplish them. Thy love

as revealed through Jesus over-
whelms me and I no longer have
any desire to live for self, nor to
spend time and strength and
means in furthering my own in-
terests and plans. '

To me, nothing is worthwhile
now but to live for thee. Lord,
increase my faith that I may in-
crease my faithfulness. I want
no earth-born clouds of doubt to
hide thy face from me, nor
quench the fires which are con-
suming my sacrifice. Give me
strength to endure the trials of
the narrow way, to be unmoved
by the indifference of earthly
friends, and to glory in the
weariness of service, Through
faith, give me the victory over
self and self-will, that thy will
may reign supreme in my mortal
body, causing me to be con-
sumed wholly in thy service.

To truly believe, means much.
It must inevitably lead us to the
complete surrender of ourselves
to God, and to the devoting of
everything we have and are to
the doing of his will. It is thus
that we share in the work of God
according to his plan of the ages,
as “ministers of reconciliation”
both- now and when exalted to
kingdom glory.

When wondering what to give, think of The Dawn. Ap-
propriate for all gift occasions. Yearly subscription, $1.00.
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Quietness in lhe} mwlsl of Storms

“When he giveth quietness, who then can make trouble?”
—JoB 34:29

3 LIHU, the speaker of these cism of Job, being averse to an ex-

words, was a young man
who lived in Job’s day—
mifl supposedly in the time of
Abraham He was one of the four
friends of Job who called upon him
in his adversity to comfort him.
Being the youngest of all, he hesi-
tated to speak as freely as did the
other three friends of Job. He had
heard them speak, and had dis-
cerned where they had made mis-
takes.

The fact that certain words are
recorded in the Bible does not nec-
essarily mean that they are in-
spired of God or even that they
are true. We remember having in
our youth a discussion with some
one who finally quoted a passage
of Scripture which seemed to be
in conflict with all the other Scrip-
tures. We said, “If that is Scrip-
ture, we should like to know it.”
Our opponent looked it up and
found that it read, “And the devil
said,” so and so. Surely there is
no reason to believe that the devil
is inspired—mno reason to believe
that the devil’s words are inspired.

These words spoken by Elihu
were as wise as any spoken by
Job’s comforters—probably wiser;
but they were surely human wis-
dom, as far as we can discern.
When Elihu put this question,
“When he giveth quietness, who
then can make trouble?” he was
seeking to draw a line in this criti-
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treme position, yet agreeing nei-
ther with Job nor his other friends.
Job’s three friends had been argu-
ing that he must have done some
very wicked deeds, and that as a
result his camels and his cattle
were destroyed—in fact, all of his
property, everything he possessed,
as well ‘as his children. He had
lost all his ten children and lost
also the affection of his wife. And
these comforters were trying to
have him admit that he had com-
mitted some great crime and that
God was angry with him. Still Job
insisted that he had been doing
his very best—not that he claimed
to be perfect, but he had been
striving to live a godly life, a just
and honorable life.

Elihu’s Sound Reasoning

So when Job had gotten through
with his argument and his three
friends had gotten through with
theirs, Elihu said (we paraphrase),
“Job, you admit that you are in
trouble. Now if God had given
you quietness, who could make you
trouble? He has surely purposed
that this trouble come upon you.”

Elihu defended God. He claimed
that the Lord had evidently de-
signed that Job should not have
peace and prosperity longer; oth-
erwise these adversities could not
have come upon him. Whatever
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was the reason for it, Job’s calami-
ty evidently: was not accidental.
There must have been a divine
hand in the matter. Even if Sa-
tan had sent all these difficulties
and trials, he could not have done
so unless God had permitted it.
No one could have thwarted the
divine arrangement and will. Elihu
contended with Job that the Lord
had the right and power to decide,
that Job had not. He showed dis-
tinctly the power and the right-
ful authority of God to order in
all the affairs of life, and inciden-
tally showed that Job was more
righteous than all his associates;
that while he was a sinner, yet not
on this account was he being af-
flicted.

We may profitably get a thought
from this discourse given by Elihu.
Here is a process of reasoning used
by a man away back in the past—
about the time that the Evolution-
ists tell us man was a monkey.
Pretty sound reasoning for a mon-
key! Many of our college presi-
dents would do no better today.
It is sound logic.

Affliction No Proof
of God’s Disfavor

We also see that Job was not a
great sinner. On the contrary, we
have every reason to believe that
he was a true prophet of God, a
true servant of God.. He was one
whom the Bible tells us God es-
pecially loved. This is shown in
Ezekiel 14:19, 20. “If I send a pes-
tilence into that land, and pour out
my fury upon it in blood, to cut off
from it man and beast, though
Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it,
as I live, saith the Lord God, they
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shall deliver neither son nor daugh_— 7

“ter; they shall but deliver their
own souls by their righteousness.”

Again, the apostle says, “Ye have
heard of the patience of Job, and
have seen the end of the Lord;

“that the Lord is very pitiful and of

tender mercy.”—James 5:11

It is quite true that Job’s trouble
could not have come upon him if
God had not permitted it. If God
had wished him to have quietness,
no one could have made him trou-
ble. But he permitted trial to come
to test his servant, just as he per-
mits trouble to come upon his
church; and as he permitted it to
come upon his well-beloved Son.
He permitted that man .should do
all manner of evil against his son—
should scoff at him, should spit up-
on him, should smite him, should
scourge him, and finally crucify
him. The Lord has not always
given quietness in these cases, but
often trouble.

The lesson of the text for those
who have put themselves in God’s
care, is that no one can make them
trouble without divine permission.
The Lord tells us that during this
Gospel age he will make all things
work together for good to his chil-
dren, and that he will not suffer
us to be tempted above what we
are able to bear. (1 Cor. 10:13)
In our Lord’s case it pleased
Jehovah to bruise him, to allow
suffering and death to come upon
him. (Isa. 53:10) It pleased God
to adopt this plan for the recovery
of the world, because it best illus-
trates his justice, his wisdom, his
love, and his power. It also re-
sulted in great honor and glory to
our Lord Jesus.
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As concerns the Lord’s peaple,
there might be certain matters re-
lating to dispensational changes
that could best be accomplished
through severe trials coming upon
them. Then, additionally, God
wishes certain trials t6 come upon
his people because he desires them
to trust him where they cannot
trace him. He wishes them to have
unwavering faith in him. The
children of God, then, can take
these words of our text in a very
different way from that originally
suggested to Job by Elihu. We may
truly say, “When God giveth quiet-
ness, who then can make trouble?”
We recognize that there is a cer-
tain quietness and rest of heart
that all the Lord’s saints may en-
joy. We realize this even when he
permits severe trouble.

'The Apostle Paul in his Epistle
to the Hebrews says, “We who-
have believed do enter into rest.”
We enter into rest by coming into
the attitude where we can believe,
where we can and do exercise en~
tire trust in God. Sometimes out-
ward difficulties are helpful in
overcoming a wrong spirit. The
Lord’s people are not discouraged
by the things that would utterly
crush out the vitality and courage
of others. They get the wrong
spirit -pounded out of them; but
it is the hand of love that adminis-
ters the blows, and the Lord knows
just how many and how severe
ones are needed.

Kept in Perfect Peace

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect
peace, whose mind is stayed on
thee.” (Isa. 26:3) This thought is
very precious to us as New Crea-
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tures. “The peace of God which
passeth all understanding,” is to
rule and keep our minds and
hearts. (Phil. 4:7) We are to count
the things of the present life as
not worthy of comparison with
the glories of eternity. And so the
apostle says, “For our light afflic-
tion, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceed-
ing and eternal weight of glory,
while we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen; for the things
which are seen are temporal; but
the things which are not seen are
eternal.” (2 Cor. 4:17, 18) When
our minds are stayed on the Lord,
and we take the proper view of
cur experiences, we can sing with
the poet:

“No storm can shake our inmost
calm, '

While to this Refuge clinging.”

We have peace, no matter what
the outward conditions may be.
The trials and difficulties of life
come to the Lord’s people com-
mingled with joys—the rain and
storm, then the sunshine. They
enjoy all righteous pleasures that
are in harmony with their conse-
cration. They learn to cultivate
patience in trials, knowing that
patience works out experience, and
experience works out more and
more that hope which maketh not
ashamed.—Romans 5:3-5

So, then, it is to the Christian
that our text brings the assurance
that when God gives quietness,
none can make trouble. They
“shall say all manner of evil
against you falsely for my sake,”
said the Master, but then we are
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to “rejoice and be exceeding glad.”
“Let not your heart be troubled.”
(Matt. 5:11; John 14:1) We think
our text very precious when
viewed from our standpoint.

Trouble Necessary to Our Proving

Our Heavenly Father designs
that various kinds of trouble shall
come upon us, that these may de-
velop and prove our characters.
It is a part of the divine plan to
permit us to have experiences of
affliction. (Psa. 119:67, 71, 75; 34:
19, 20) So when we see God’s
.people in trouble or trial today
we are not to say that God is
against them. We are each to dem-
onstrate our willingness to suffer
according to his will, and often to
suffer unjustly. Qur Lord set us

an example of cheerful, patient

submission to God’s will. We are
to walk in his footsteps. And we
have the example of the ‘apostles,
when {trials and difficulties and
persecutions came upon them; and
the example of other saints all
down the age.

The trouble is not necessarily a
sign of the disfavor of God. On

the contrary, we know that “Many
are the afflictions of the righteous,”
and-that “All that will live godly
in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse-
cution.” The truth will cost them"
something, Faithfulness to the
Lord will cost them much. As the
apostle says, “If ye be without
chastisement [discipline, training],
then are ye bastards and not sons.”
(Heb. 12:8) If God gives peace of
heart, who can upset the one who
is thus in harmony with God, in
whom this peace of heart is ruling?
This, then, is the greatest bless-
ing of all. And he grants this
peace to those who are faithfully
striving  to- walk in the footsteps
of Jesus. We have a refuge which
none but his own can know. No
harm can reach us within this
shelter; no storm can -shake us
from our moorings, for we are se-
curely anchored to the Rock of
Ages. “And we know that all
things work together for good to
those who love God, to the called
according to his purpose.” (Rom.
8:28) And as Job’s after blessings
far outweighed his brief trials, so
it is with the Lord’s saints today.

—Reprint, April 1, 1916

il

“What though my joys and comfort die!
The Lord, my Savior, liveth;

What though the darkness gather round!
Songs in the night He giveth.

No storm can shake my inmost calm,
While to that Refuge clinging;

Since Christ is Lord of Heaven and earth,
How can I keep from singing?”
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“This is my commandment, That ye love one anOther as I
have loved you. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatso-

ever I command you.

Bro.therly Love

“Loving the brethren” Ah, it is sweet
Thus to wash the Master’s “feet.”
“For as ye have done to the least of these
My brethren, ye have done to me.”

Love for the Master (and for God)

Is shown by treading the path he trod.
Daily hourly, with tender care,

He gave his life, our sins to bear.

Gave of his strength; while on his face

Of malice or anger there was ne'er
a trace.

Helping the faint and the poor and the
wealk,

He made them strong; yet he was meek.

Loving our brethren—lifting them up;
Giving them strength to drink of his cup:
What a privilege, precious, sweet,
Thus to anoint our dear Lord’s “feet.”

—~R. G.

*—Joun 15:12, 14
‘Character Marks

What are the distinguishing
marks of a ripe character? One
mark is beauty. As fruit ripens, its
colors deepen till the beauty of the
fruit is equal to the beauty of the
blossom. In ripe Christians there
is a beauty of sanctification known
in the Word as the “beauty of holi-
ness.”

Another mark of ripe fruit is
tenderness; the mature Christian
is noted for tenderness of spirit.
Ripe fruit is sweet, unripe fruit is
hard and sour. As we grow in
grace we grow in charity, sym-
pathy, and love toward our breth-
ren.

Another sure mark of ripeness
is a loose hold of earth; ripe fruit
easily parts from the stem.

—Selected

MEQRAE
Love Purifies

Love purifies the heart from self; it strengthens and ennobles the
character, gives a higher motive and a nobler aim to every action of
life, and makes both man and woman strong, noble, and courageous;
and the power to love truly and devotedly is the noblest gift with which
a human being can be endowed; but it is a sacred fire that must be burnt
to God and not to idols.

. —Selected
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urselves apart and rest awhile”
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One Minute Sermon

“Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through.
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love
one another with a pure heart fervently.”—1 PETER 1:22

Love is the fulfilling of the law of God, and God himself is love.
Godlike love may be viewed in three aspects: first, reverent love, which
is centered in God, whose goodness calls it forth; second, the love of
fellowship for all those actuated by the same sentiments; third, the love
of pity and sympathy toward all others.

As members of the fallen race we do not inherit this godlike quality
of love. It is only in obedience to divinely revealed truth that we ac-
quire it. To such as have purified their souls unto unfeigned (not mere-
ly professed) love of the brethren, is addressed the counsel to “see that
ye love one another . . . . fervently.” Let all such cultivate this grace
more and more, that the whole body of Christ may be firmly knit to-

gether in love.

Divine Promises

“If a man love me, he will keep
my words: and my Father will love
him, and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him.”"—
John 14:23

“If we love one another, God
dwelleth in us, and his love is per-
fected in us.”’—1 John 4:12

Precious promises! In such
company as this, can any Christian
fail to realize some measure of
joy? The more firmly his faith
lays hold upon the promises, the

more fully will his joys abound;

for in the presence of the Lord
is fullness of joy, no matter what

may be the conditions and circum- -

stances.

—C. T. R.

Food for Thought

Love defined: Love is that tender
solicitude and affection with which
anything commanding admiration
and respect is regarded. Love
wherever found is a gleam of di-
vine likeness, and is spontaneously
awakened by the presence of that
which is noble and pure and good.

God is the most glorious exhibi-
tion of its nobility and grandeur.
It is the law of his being, and shall
ultimately be the controlling law
of all his universe.

Love divine, all love excelling,

Joy of heaven, to earth come down:

Thou hast made with us thy
dwelling, '

Love doth all thy favors crown.

!
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Crises in the

HE Apostle Peter, one
of the most colorful
and engaging charac-
tels in the New Testament, was
among the earliest to become a
disciple of Jesus after the latter’s
return from his forty days of
temptation in the wilderness.
The account of his introduction
to Jesus by his brother Andrew
is given in the first chapter of
John’s Gospel.

To consider all of the experi-
ences of Peter in his association
with Jesus during the following
three and one-half years would
be to trace most of the recorded
history of our Lord during that
period. For Peter was not only
cne of the first called, but he
also became one of the three spe-
cial associates of Jesus, sharing
that honor and privilege with
James and John who were
brothers in the flesh as well as
in the spirit.

These three, together with
Peter’s brother Andrew whose
homes were evidently at Beth-
saida or Capernaum, were fish-
ermen and engaged in business
in the Sea of Galilee, also known
as the Sea of Tiberias. (John
6:1; 21:1) It is supposed that
these four continued in their
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Life of Deter

fishing business for some months
after they became Jesus’ disci-
ples, probably spending a con-
siderable portion of their time
with Jesus and more or less as-
sociated with his ministry.

It was in connection with their
fishing that the first experience
we consider, occurred. The ac-
count is given in Matthew 4:18-
22 and Luke 5:1-11. It is the
familiar story of Jesus preach-
ing to the multitude upon the
shore of the sea. Desiring a suit-
able place from which to give
his message, he entered into the
ship of Simon Peter, which was
moved out a little distance from
the shore. There “he sat down
and taught the people out of the
ship.”

When he had finished his dis-
course to the multitude, Jesus
turned to his disciples to give
them some special and deeper
instruction. Suggesting to Peter
that he move out into deep wa-
ter and let down his net for a
draught, Peter replied that they
had toiled all night and taken
nothing, but nevertheless at
Jesus’ word he would let down
the net. The result was aston-
ishing; they enclosed so great a
multitude of fish that their net
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broke and they sought the as-
sistance of their partners, James
and John. Both ships were filled
so full that they began to sink.

This miraculous demonstra-
tion of Jesus’ power—together
with the simplicity and sweet-
ness of his disposition, his com-
plete devotion to God, and the
glorious message of the kingdom
to which Peter and his associates
had, no doubt, with the multi-
tude, just listened—was too
much for Peter. The account
tells us that he cast himself
down at Jesus’ feet, and made a
most surprising request—that
Jesus would depart from him,
because he (Peter) was a sinful
man.

Here was one so conscious of
his own imperfections, so im-
pressed with the perfections of
the Master, so doubtful of his
own ability to measure up to the
standards of a disciple of Jesus
that he felt unworthy to be as-
sociated with him. And here,

' too, was just the attitude of hon-
esty and humility that it was
necessary for Peter—and all oth-
er disciples—to attain before the
Lord could safely and effectively
use him in his work.

Jesus could reprove the Phari-
see of the parable who thanked
God that he was not as other
men and had done that which he
thought ought to commend him
to God. Jesus, a little later on,
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when these disciples, exercising
power conferred upon them by
Jesus had been able to heal the.
sick and even to cast out de-
mons, could warn them against
over-confidence; but now. he
could also reassure Peter and
his associates saying, “Fear not;
from henceforth thou shalt catch
men.” '
How sweet those words must
have sounded to impetuous Pe-
ter! And how did they affect this
disciple who had asked the Lord-
to depart; and who, in his heart
no doubt felt a deeper devotion
to the Master than ever before
and a more earnest longing to
be associated with him, although
this was completely at variance
with the words he had uttered?
Ah! that seems to have been
the end of the fishing business
for those four disciples, until a
time years afterward which we
shall treat later in our study of
the critical experiences of Peter.
But now, we read that “When
they had brought their ships to
land, they forsook all, and fol-
lowed Him.” Thenceforth it
would be no longer part-time as-
sociation  with the Master and
his work, but such complete de-
votion that Peter could say years
later (Matt. 19:27), “We have
forsaken all, and followed thee.”
Do we find some lessons for
ourselves in this incident in the
life of those early disciples? It
'S
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is not necessary for us to find
an exact correspondency, but has
there been a period in our lives
too, when, after becoming the
Lord’s disciples, we were still di-
vided in our attention to this
new vocation, not fully setting
our minds on the things above
but still pursuing to some extent
our selfish and profitless world-
ly objectives? )

We might wonder why, after
his introduction to the Lord and
being accepted as a follower and -
renamed Peter, it was possible
for him to continue his fishing
business; why he had not, be-
- fore this miraculous demonstra-
tion, felt the Master’s presence
and his service to be so marvel-
ous a privilege, as already to
have “Left all and followed
him.”

And then, more profitably, we
may turn the question upon our-
selves, and remember how long
it was after we had made a full
consecration of our all to the
Lord before we really began to
understand and put into practice
this life of complete devotion
that such an agreement calls for.
Or, going still further in our in-
trospection, we may ask whether
we have even now mastered the
lesson that Peter and his com-
panions learned that day in the
boat with Jesus, and in our
hearts and as fully as possible in

our lives, we are really—
o
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“All for Jesus, all for Jesus!
All my being’s ransomed pow’rs;
All my thoughts and words and
doings,
All my days and all my hours.”

Another suggestion that comes
through consideration of this in-
troduction to a “full-time” min-
istry with Jesus, is that Peter
had to become fully “caught”
himself before he could be a
successful “fisher of men.” The
sharp barbs of truth must first
reach his ‘heart, revealing his
helplessness -and unworthiness;
he must become truly “poor in
spirit” before he ‘could safely be

-used; he must really “mourn”

before he could be “comforted”
himself and share in the work of
comforting others as one of the
Lord’s special representatives.

It is no less true today; and the
one who would be used of the
Lord must have opened his heart
and mind fully to the Lord’s in-
struction as Paul indicated in his
letter to Timothy, “The husband-
man that laboreth must be first
partaker of the fruits.” (2 Tim.
2:6) Thank God, to those who
have responded as did Peter, the
same gracious Master offers his
fellowship, the same comforting
reassurance that he gave to Pe-
ter, and the promise that we
share in his ministry both here
and in the future.

For the next event under con-
sideration which seems to have
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been of unusual importance in
the life of Peter, we move for-
ward some months, perhaps as
much as two years. The account
in Matthew 16:13-25 records a
conversation between Jesus and
his disciples when, in their jour-
neyings, they had reached the
extreme limits of Palestine in
the north, “the coasts of Caesa-
rea Philippi.” Jesus’ ministry
had now been in progress more
than two years, and he asked his
disciples what the results .in

those parts had been—“Whom .
do men say that I thie Son of man’

am?”

Their reply was not encourag-
ing: “Some say thou art John
the Baptist; some, Elias; and oth-
ers, Jeremias, or one of the [oth-
er] prophets.” How remarkable
that the disciples could not men-
tion anyone as having discerned
the fact that Jesus was far great-
er than any of these noted serv-
ants of God, no less than the Son
of God.

To instill a new idea in the
mind of fallen, imperfect man
has always been a difficult task;
and it is well for us to recall the
meager results evidenced in this
confession of the disciples lest
we be discouraged when our
glorious message of the Lord’s
second presence and the king-
dom at hand seems to fall on
heedless ears or excite but a
temporary or casual response

tempered with incredulity. Rath-
er let us be encouraged; we are
still in the age of faith and “all
men have not faith”; and we are
in the company of the Master
and his disciples, and are to emu-
late their loving zeal, obedience,
faithfulness in carrying on the
proclamation of truth in the end
of the age as they did in its be-
ginning.—2 Thess. 3:2 ‘

In our narrative, Jesus then’
made his inquiry more personal,
asking the disciples whom they
recognized him to be. This was
.the occasion-for the great confes-
sion of Peter, “Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living
God.” The commendation Peter
received in response to this dec-
laration is familiar to all Bible
students and indicates the im-
portance of this great fact which
Peter had grasped; namely, that
Jesus was not merely a perfect
man, “the Son of man,” but was
the long-promised Messiah, the
Son of God. Swuccess had
crowned Jesus’ ministry: he had
convinced these disciples of his
true origin and office; and they
were now prepared to witness to
these tremendously important
facts.

But this insight into the true
character of their Master was
only part of the instructions he
had yet to give in the short time
that remained for him to be with
them in the flesh. And so we
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read that “from that time forth
began Jesus to shew unto his
disciples, how that he must go
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many
things of the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed,
and be raised again the third
day.”

Strange to say, this did not
meet the idea of Peter as to the
course marked out in the Scrip-
tures for the Christ. And, never
hesitant to express himself, we
read that he went to Jesus and
began to rebuke him, saying, “Be
it far from thee, Lord [margin,
pity thyself] this shall not be un-
to thee.” :

Jesus’ reaction to this well-in-
tentioned - effort: of the devoted
Peter to dissuade him from the
course he saw clearly marked
out in the Seriptures was instan--
taneous - and * emphatic. " “He
turned, and said unto Peter, Get
thee behind me, Satan: thou art
an offense [a stumbling-block |
unto me: for thou savourest not
the things that be of God, but
those that be of men.”

What a trial those severe
words of reproof must have been
to Peter: what a test of his hu-
mility, his sincerity as a disciple,
a “learner.” Only a short time
before this he received one of
the highest commendations of
the New Testament—the assur-
ance that God had revealed the
identity of Jesus to him and that
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he would be especially honored
in using the keys of the kingdom
of heaven. But now he was per-
sonified as Satan, the enemy of
God!

We may wonder why Jesus
used such strong language, such
stern reproof. As we ponder the
circumstances and the conversa-
tion, we see that Peter’s well-
meant remark was, in effect, the
same as Satan’s effort in the
wilderness—an effort to dissuade
Jesus from his course of loyalty
to God’s plans, which definitely
involved his surrender of human
life as a voluntary sacrifice.

No progress whatever could be
made as long as Peter believed
Jesus was the Christ, the Son of
God, and, at the same time, was

‘assured that Jesus could, and
“should, avoid persecution, suf-
‘féring, and death. It was neces-

sary that this fundamental error
—this conception that to be the
Christ, or a follower of Christ,
was possible without sacrifice
unto death—should be denied
and condemned by the Master in
the most positive terms; not on-
ly for Peter’s benefit, but for the
protection and guidance of his
followers ever since,

What was Peter’s reaction to
this reproof? It is not given in
the record. But the after life of
Peter contains abundant evi-
dence that he humbly accepted
the rebuke and absorbed the in-
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struction.  When, later, Jesus
told them of his impending
death, and added that it would
be by crucifixion, we read that
they were “exceedingly sorrow-
ful”; that they were ‘“amazed”
as they followed him on the last
passover journey to Jerusalem;
that “they understood none of
these things”—the why and
wherefore, no doubt, of Jesus’
determination to go among his
enemies—Mark 10: 32; Luke 18:
34

We find Peter on the night of
the betrayal, remonstrating with
the Lord when the latter said
they would all desert him, and
assuring him that though he lay
down his life for. Jesus yet he
would not deny him. And we
read, ‘“Likewise also said they -
all” (Matt. 26:35; Mark 14:31)
How happy we-are to see that
these dear apostles were learn-
ing this great lesson-—even
though not yet able to put it into
practice until “endued with pow-
er from on high” through be-
getting of the Spirit—that they
had determined to be faithful
and loyal to their Master, even
unto death!—Luke 24:49

Two other events on that fate-
ful night were among the more
important experiences of Peter:
the one in the Garden of Geth-
semane; the other in the high
priest’s palace to which Jesus
was taken after his arrest. In
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Luke 22:35-38 we are told of
Jesus’ final instructions to the
disciples as they left the upper
room. Among other things they
were to provide themselves with
swords; “For,” said he, ‘“I say
unto you, that this that is writ-
ten must yet be accomplished
in me, And he was reckoned
among the transgressors: for the
things concerning me have an
end.” The disciples replied that
there were two swords among
the company; “And he said unto
them, It is enough.”

We pause to consider the re-
markable statement of the Lord
that he had now reached the cli-
max of his earthly experience,
and. that but one prophecy re-
mained. to ‘be fulfilled; namely,
that he -was to be reckoned
among the transgressors. -What
a glorious testimony of a life of -
perfect devotion, of faithfulness -
to every detail of the divine will
for him as he had discerned it
in the Scriptures. And it was
for grace and strength to meet
this final test that the Master
agonized in prayer that night in
Gethsemane.

After his trial there and the
Father’'s answer, strengthening
him by the ministry of an angel-
ic messenger, the multitude, led
by Judas, approached to appre-
hend Jesus. Peter no doubt had
in mind the Lord’s instructions
regarding the swords. He now
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asked, “Lord, shall we smite
with the sword?”’—and, not wait-
ing for a reply, the impetuous
disciple “smote the servant of
the high priest, and cut off his
right ear.”

But now Peter and his com-
panions were to be givg‘n another
important lesson, of far-reaching
significance to them, to all the
Lord’s disciples down through
the age, and to us in the end of
the age. They might have the
means to avoid suffering, to re-
sist injustice and persecution,
but they were not to use them!
And why? Because it was God’s
will that they suffer. It was the
Father who poured the cup for
Jesus that night and gave it to
him to drink. Accordingly we
read in John’s account of that
night, “Then said Jesus unto
Peter, Put up thy sword into the
sheath: the cup which my Fa-
ther hath given me, shall I not
drink it?” (John 18:11) Jesus
then healed the wound made by
Peter’s sword, with the observa-
tion, “All they that take the
sword shall perish with the
sword.”—Matt. 26: 52

Again we have no record of
Peter’s response to the Lord’s
reproof. But we have the evi-
dence of his later hearty accept-
ance of this new idea. After
Pentecost, when he and John
were arrested, imprisoned, and
beaten by order of the Sanhe-
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drin, they “departed from the
presence of the council, rejoic-
ing that they were counted
worthy to suffer shame for his
name.” (Acts 5:41) And this
is abundantly confirmed in Pe-
ter’s epistles. There we read his
clear concept of the call to fol-
low the non-resisting Master,
and to heed the instructions
which he gave and exemplified
that night in the garden. Peter’s
exhortation to the brethren is to
“arm yourselves likewise with
the same mind!”—1 Peter 2:19-
24; 4:1 : '

We now come to what is per-
haps the saddest sight in the his-
tory of our fallen race: the Son
of God, the One fully controlled
by, and perfectly manifesting the
spirit. of God—humility, sim-

plicity, grace, love—on trial be-

fore members of the human
family whom, as'the representa-
tive of the Father, he had brought
into being. There the represent-
atives of our race, animated by
pride, jealousy, and hatred,
brought false witness against
him and condemned him to
death. And those who were
guilty of that transcendent
wrong were not the ignorant and
godless elements of society, but
the leaders of the most enlight-
ened group of the chosen nation
of Israel!

Peter was there in the high
priest’s palace that night. His
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love for his Master gave him the
courage to follow him into the
presence of his enemies. And
then he was pointed out as a
member of Jesus’ company—
and in the very presence of that
Master he loved, denied that he
even knew him. How remark-
able a combination of qualities
we find in Peter! Here love and
courage had brought him into
danger; and now whatever the
reason, he denies with an oath
the One whom but a few hours
before he had assured that,
“Though all men shall be offend-
ed because of thee, yet will I
never be offended. . ... Though I
should die with. thee, yet will I
not deny thee.”—Matt. 26:33-35

Just then Jesus came into
view, under guard of soldiers,
and he looked at Peter. Poor
Peter! How that look cut him
to the heart. It doubtless was
the most critical moment in all
of his experiences with the Mas-
ter thus far—the great climax
of his life. Would he repent?
Or would he, like Judas, make
repudiation of his Master final?
If we were there how breath-
lessly we should have waited to
see how Peter would react to
that look—no doubt a look full
of pity and infinite yearning for
his sorely pressed disciple, in
danger of being “sifted as wheat”
by the adversary, as Jesus had
forewarned the previous even-
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ing in the upper room.

As the cock crowed, Peter re-
membered that Jesus had warned
him that “before the cock crow,
thou shalt deny me thrice,” and
he went out. Thank God, he
did not go out as Judas did, to
hang himself. Thank God, that
he did not go out to console him-
self with the thought that he had
been under great strain and to
make excuses for his denial of
the Master. And thank God
again, that Peter did go out as
the record tells us, “and wept
bitterly.” (Matt. 26:75) Ah!
Peter had passed this great cli-
max successfully! The hum-
bling process had begun; the final
preparation for the great exal-
tation that was soon . to take
place when the disciples were'to

_be endued with power from on
_High.

. This humbling and self—abas—
ing process was continued a few
days -or weeks later when, not
vet fully aware of the.course
they should pursue, Peter and
others of the disciples again en-
gaged in the fishing business.
Again, as three years before,
they toiled all night and caught
nothing. That kindly stranger
on the shore advised them to
cast their net on the right side,
assuring them that they would
find fish there. And, again, a
miraculous draught of fish was
taken. Convinced that it was
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the Lord on the shore, Peter
could not wait but cast himself
into the sea to swim to him.

And then occurred, after the
meal at which their risen Lord
was the host, that intimate con-
versation with Peter—“Do you
really love me, Peter?”’—thrice
repeated. “Thou knowest all
things”—"“Thou knowest that I
love Thee!” “Feed my sheep”;
“feed my lambs,” Peter. And
Peter, you have loved freedom;
you have loved to gird yourself
and go whither you would; but
Peter, when you have become
old, “another shall gird thee, and
carry thee whither thou would-
est not.” The record of this in-
cident in John 21 tells us that
Jesus thus indicated to Peter the
manner of his death—by cruci-
fixion, it is supposed—by which
he should glorify God. Peter’s
devotion was in no wise daunted
now: God could now begin to
honor him, since the humbling
had been accomplished.

Years afterward Peter refers
to this conversation at the side of
the sea. He says the time is at
hand when he must put off his
earthly tabernacle—even as the
Lord had shown him. But he
was ready for that final test, in
fact the account seems to indi-
cate that it weighed little upon
him, and his great concern was
to complete faithfully his minis-
try among the Lord’s followers
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to whom he wrote. He was not
negligent in keeping them re-
minded of the true Gospel and
the course which would insure
their making their “calling and
election sure,” even though they
knew the things of which he
wrote and were “established in
the present truth.”

And beyond that, he felt it
meet to continue to stir them up
by reminding them of these
things “as long as I am in this
tabernacle.” Yes, and even be-
yond his ministry in the flesh, he
writes that “Moreover I will en-
deavor that ye may be able after
my decease to have these things
always in remembrance.”—2
Peter, chapter 1

‘Cephas or Peter—“a rock”—
was the name Jesus gave Simon
when he was first brought to
him, (John 1:42, margin) How
little he seemed to deserve that
name in some of the tests the
Lord applied. But Jesus saw the
true character; the animating
principle of reverence for God.
He loved Peter, and Peter loved
his Master. Jesus could wait for
Peter’s development with pa-
tience and hope and kindly help-
fulness. He views and treats us
likewise; and he gives us oppor-
tunities likewise to discern the
gold in the character of the
brethren, patiently to wait, and
perchance have a little share in
their encouragement as he brings
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them through the critical experi-
ences of their lives until their
characters are freed from all the
dross of fallen human nature.

In our Lord’s last message to
his church, and especially di-
rected to the members living in
the end of the age, he instructs
them, saying, “I counsel thee to
buy of me gold tried in the fire,
that thou mayest be rich.” (Rev.
3:18) Looking back to the testi-
mony of Peter in his epistles and
the record in the Acts of the
Apostles, we are assured that he
followed that advice.

His was, perhaps, an unusual-
ly complex and contradictory set
of human impulses and disposi-
tions to begin with. But the

Lord led him 'in such a way,"

overruling his experiences, in-

structing him  through his Word"

and his providences, that he en-
tirely overcame those conflicting
dispositions as far as his heart

was concerned; and the new set’

of impulses and godlike disposi-
tions were gradually crystallized
into a rock-like character—im-

movable, unchangeable, prepared
as a “living stone” for the Tem-

ple of God.—1 Peter 2:4, 5, Dia-

glott
How glorious to consider Pe-
ter’s growth in grace and his fi-
nal success! And, also, to think
of the saints down through the
age, not many—in all a “little
flock”—who have likewise,
through the infinite love and
grace of God, “bought” of him
the gold of a divine character,
“tried in the fire.” As Jesus
clearly indicated, the cost of such
character is sacrifice, tribulation,
death to the flesh and to its de-
sires and ambitions. But the
stupendous thought is that it is
still possible for us to “purchase’™
this greatest of all values. May
our consideration.of these inci-
dents.in the life of Peter inspire-
and encourage us to press on in
the same way until we too have
made our calling and election
sure, have bought our own full
quota of the “gold tried in the

fire.”
—Contributed.

We work together, if far apart,

Hands in unison, heart to heart.

We work as having one common aim;

We work as bearing the same good name;
We dare not loiter, but still pursue

The work of the Master, with him in view.
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HOW MANY OF THESE BIBLE QUESTIONS CAN YOU ANSWER?

1—It is easy to trust God when
one’s path is in pleasant places,
‘but what Old Testament character
under very trying circumstances
had faith to say, “Though he slay
me, yet will I trust him”?

2—In 2 Timothy 3:1-5 we read:
“This know also, that in the

last days perilous times
.shall come. For men shall
be lovers . . .. of pleasures

more than lovers of God;
having a form of godliness,
but denying the power
thereof: from  ‘such turn
-away." This sign of the “last days”
is easily seen. Is it the “last days”
of the existence of the earth that
is spoken of here?.

3—Ephesians 3:17- 19 reads:
“That ye, being rooted and ground-
ed in love, may be able to compre-
hend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth,
and height; and to know the love
of Christ, which passeth knowl-
edge, that ye might be filled with
all the fullness of God.” How can
one comprehend and know that
‘which “passeth knowledge,” or is
beyond understanding?

4—What doctrine, still believed
by many, is responsible for much
blindness concerning the “breadth,

and length, and depth, and height”
of God’s abounding love?
5—“For unto us a child is born,
unto us a Son is given: and the
government shall be upon His
shoulder, and His name shall be
called Wonderful, Counselor, The
mighty God, The everlast-
ing Father, The Prince of
Peace.” To whom does this
Old Testament prophecy of
Isaiah have its application?
6—What has been the great-
est manifestation of God’s
love toward his intelligent
_creation of this earth?
7—Is the fact that the majority

-in Christendom believe the doc-

trine of eternal torment sufficient

- reason to aceept the belief that

most of earth’s children will spend
eternity in a hell of fire?

8—Does the Bible teach the doc-
trine of eternal torment?

9—As knowledge increases and
superstitions fade, why has skepti-
cism and infidelity—unbelief in
God’s Word—increased?

10—What book in the Bible re-
cords the following? “The Lord is
gracious, full of compassion; slow
to anger, and of great mercy. The
Lord is good to all: and his tender
mercies are over all his works.”

(Answers on page 54)

WISDOM FROM ABOVE—THE NOEBLEST SCIENCE. THE BEST INSTRUCTION
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Sundlay Sehool Lessons
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LEARNING THE

LOVE OF GOD

MAY 5—Mark 3:14-17; Luke 9:49-56; 1 John 4:7, 8

GOLDEN TEXT: “And this commandment have we from him, That he
who loveth God love his brother also.”—1 John 4:21

AREFUL students of our
Lord’s life and ministry have
confessed their inability to trace
the consecutive order of the events
given in the four Gospels. It is
possible, however, to place many
of the incidents approximately;
and, accordingly, it is thought that
the principal events of today’s les-
son occurred about the time our
Lord began his last journey from
Galilee to Jerusalem, a few months
before his crucifixion. By this
time quite a number had become
his disciples, and he was able to
send out seventy in addition to
the twelve, to announce his coming
in the cities and villages he was to
visit en route.—Luke 9:51; 10:1
The first incident in our lesson is
recorded in Luke 9:49, 50. In their
journey the disciples met one who
evidently was also a disciple and
who had received power to cast out
demons in the Master’s name. Im-
pressed with their own close re-
lationship to the Lord, they felt
that this one should associate him-
self with them, and unless he did
so should not undertake to rep-
resent the Lord and do his work.
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When the disciples reported this.
to Jesus, he told them that they
had erred, that they were not to
feel that other disciples must nec-
essarily join them and become of
their company or else discontinue:
their service. The intimation is

‘that the ability of this other dis-

ciple to cast out demons in the
name of Jesus was to be considered
a credential; and this thought is.
emphasized in Mark’s account.—-
Mark 9:38-40

In this connection, we note how
often this disposition has been.
found among the Lord’s followers.
The idea of a “channel,” an exclu-
sive association to which one must
join himself if he wishes to have a
part in the ministry of the Gospel,
has been one of Satan’s especially-
successful and misleading delusions
all down through the age. It has
bkecome a snare even to many who
have enjoyed present truth in the
harvest period, causing them to-
abandon the “liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free,” and
again to assume a yoke of bondage..
—@Gal. 5:1

In Luke 9:51-56 we have the-
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record of an incident which gave
the Master an opportunity to teach
a lesson in meekness and gentle-
ness, by word and also by exam-
ple. Two disciples entered a vil-
lage of Samaria as representatives
of the Lord and those who jour-
neyed with him, and endeavored
to make arrangements for them to
stay over night. Owing to a feel-
ing of animosity toward the Jews,
.and because this group of pilgrims
was en route to Jerusalem, the
residents of this Samaritan v1llage
refused to receive Jesus.

Their refusal incensed James and
John, and, remembering that Elijah
had called down fire on those who
cpposed him, probably in this same
vicinity, they asked Jesus if it
‘would be in accord with his wishes
that they command fire to come
down from heaven again, this time
to consume those who had refused
the hospitality of their village to
one of so much greater dignity and
power than Elijah.

. Here we have an evidence of the
change of dispensation, a differ-
ence both in the methods and the
purpose of the two ages. The Jew-
ish age was to develop the “house
of servants”; but in the Christian
dispensation there was to be de-
veloped the “house of sons” of
which Jesus is the Head and.the
"Exemplar. (Heb. 3:5, 6) The Mas-
ter's response was a definite state-
ment that the action proposed by
-James and John was not in accord-
ance with the Holy Spirit, but rath-
er was suggested by the human
“minds of these disciples. Jesus had
come, “not to destroy men’s lives,
but to save them.”

The closing statement of this ac-
.count is well worthy of considera-
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tion:
lage.”

“They went to another vil-
How simple the solution of

‘the problem! - It was not necessary

that they enter the village where
they were unwelcome. There were
other villages, and they went to
one where they were received.
How many incidents in our lives
could be solved in a similar man-
ner: not by engaging in contro-
versy, but, where our disposition
is good and we do not find oppor-
tunity to exercise it, merely seek-
ing another sultable place or oc-
casion. Qur Lord said of himself,
“l am meek and lowly in heart.”
And it requires meekness and
heart-lowliness to follow success-
fully the Lord’s example here giv-
en in the many and varied experi-
ences where it would be appropr1-
ate. Hence the importance of our
heeding the accompanying exhor-
tation, “Learn of me.”—Matt. 11:29

Our Golden Text is a profoundly
beautiful statement of the charac~
ter of the Creator—“God is Love.”
How blessed it is to be assured
that, notwithstanding the presence
of sin, suffering, and death, the Al-
mighty, whose will shall ultimate-
ly be done perfectly on earth as in
heaven, is best described by the
sweetest and most inspiring word in
our language—Love.

QUESTIONS:

Of whom must Christians be fol-
lowers if they would share in His serv-
ice?

What was the occasion and lesson
contained in our Lord’s reproof to the
Apostles James and John, “Ye know
not what spirit ye are of’? .

Who are our brethren referred to in
the Golden Text, and how are we to
manifest love for them?
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LEARNING TO LIVE TOGETHER

MAY 12—Matthew 18:15-17, 21, 22; Mark 10:35-37, 41-45

GOLDEN TEXT: ;‘By this shall all men know that ye are my dis-
ciples, if ye have love one to another.”—John 13:35
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UR lesson today particularly

concerns the relations among
brethren in the ecclesia or church.
The church was not yet organized
when these words were uttered.
It came into existence on the Day
of Pentecost with the coming of
the Holy Spirit which the Lord
promised he would send upon the
waiting disciples.

But our Lord by faith, and
through his knowledge of God’s
plan, looked down into the period
of the Gospel age and gave instruc-
tions for the guidance of all his
followers. And their progress in
character development, the pewer
of their witness to the world, and
the peace and prosperity of the
church have been in the past, and
are equally so today, absolutely de-
pendent upon their knowledge of
and faithful adherence to these
precepts of the Master.

Evidently there was a considerable
amount of ambition and the com-
petitive spirit among the disciples.
Their discussion of who should be
greatest in the kingdom, which is
mentioned more than once, indi-
cates this. We must remember
that they were merely men—al-
though pious men, godly men—not
yet begotten of the Spirit; and with
the limitations of imperfect minds
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and established habits of thought
only gradually being changed by
their association with Jesus.

The first section of today’s lesson-
relates to the settlement of com-
plaints where one has trespassed
in his relations with a brother or
sister. In verses 21 and 22, the
query is as to how much patience
it is appropriate to exercise—how
many times we should be willing
to forgive and reinstate in our af-
fections and fellowship the one
who has sinned against us.

In Luke 17:4 we have the addi-
ticnal thought, not mentioned by
Matthew, that a condition of for-
giveness is the confession of wrong-
doing and the desire for recon-
ciliation. Under these circum-
stances, the Lord declares that his
followers are to be willing to for-
give, not merely seven times, “but,
“until seventy times seven.” It
seems a reasonable interpretation
of our Lord’s words here, that
there was to be no limit in the mat-
ter: that whenever the conditions
were met, a true Christian would
always be ready to forgive.

In Matthew 18:15-17 quite a dif-
ferent situation is contemplated.
Here the offender has not recog-
nized his trespass, not asked for
forgiveness. How are we to deal
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in such a case with one who has
injured us or who has dealt with
us.in such a way as to hinder our
Christian fellowship - with him?
Well would it be for the peace and
spiritual prosperity of all the
groups of the Lord’s people if the
instructions of the Master in this
passage were thoroughly under-
stood and scrupulously followed.

Our Lord instructs his disciples
that the first step is to go to the
offending party alone, to tell him
of his fault and seek a reconcilia-
tion. This, as well as the further
steps which may sometimes be
necessary, is not to humiliate the
offender, but the sole object as
stated by Jesus is that “if he shall
hear thee, thou hast gained thy
brother.” If he hear you, “unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace,”
will have been restored.—Eph. 4:3

If the offending member of the
ecclesia does not respond to your
personal and private effort to es-
tablish reconciliation, the Lord says
a second step may be taken. In this
connection the question arises,
Should this second step always be
taken if the first has not been suc-
cessful? The reasonable answer
seems to be that if the offense is
so serious that it is still hindering
your fellowship with another mem-
ber of the church, the second step
should be taken. The whole pur-
pose of this procedure is to restore
fellowship and confidence. If the
offense is trifling, the offended one
may conclude that since he is un-
able to convince the offender it
would be wiser not to pursue the
matter, but to give time, and ex-
perience, and especially the Lord’s
Word, opportunity to illuminate
the subject for him.

The second step is prescribed
by our Lord in verse 16: “But if
he will not hear thee, then take
with thee one or two more, that
in the mouth of two or three wit-
nesses every word may be estab-
lished.” This reminds us of the
provision given in the Law that
“one witness shall not rise up
against a man for any iniquity, or
for any sin, in any sin that he sin-
neth: at the mouth of two wit-
nesses, or at the mouth of three
witnesses, shall the matter be es-
tablished.”—-Deut. 19:15

It is understood that these wit-
nesses are only to be heard in the
presence of the accused; and this
is to be recognized as the only
scripturally authorized rule of evi-
dence. Much injustice and many
heartaches would be avoided if this
rule were universally followed.
The Lord’s people should resolve

that they will have no part in the .

discussion of an alleged wrong, ei-
ther as speaker or as listener, ex-
cept in accord with the Lord’s in-
structions.
unsuccessful, the Lord instructs
that the issue may be brought be-
fore the church for hearing and
decision.

A common expression is that
“every man is entitled to his day
in court.” No doubt this concep-
tion of the inalienable rights of an
accused person was derived from
the Scriptures. The Lord’s people
especially, should resent and re-
buke a course which would take
away a brother’s standing or rep-
utation without giving him full
opportunity to be heard.

The final section of our lesson
tells of an incident in which it ap-
pears that two disciples desired to

If the second step is .
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gain an advantage, asking the Lord
to promise that they—James and
John—might have preferred posi-
tions in the kingdom, on his right
and left hand. Our Lord explained
that any position in the body of
Christ would be awarded only to
such as had shared his baptism in-
to death, and his cup of suffering.
As to the special positions of favor
they requested, Jesus explained.
that these would be given by the
Father to those for whom ‘they
were prepared.

When the other disciples learned
of James’ and John’s requests for
pre-eminence in the kingdom, they
were indignant; and .this was the
occasion for our Lord’s wonder-
fully illuminating explanation of
true greatness and how to attain
it. The world’s great ones exer-
cise lordship over the people; and
the people submit and call them

“benefactors”—so we are told in
Luke’s account. (Luke 22:25) But
it shall not be so among the Lord’s -
people; they are not to submit to
lordship and domination. If they
desire true greatness let them be
as a servant—“And whosoever of
you will be the chiefest, shall be
servant of all, even as the Son of
man, who “came not to be minis-
tered unto, but to minister, and to
give his life a ransom for many,”

QUESTIONS:

What should be our attitude toward
one who repeatedly offends, but as
often asks forgiveness?

What are the Lord’s instructions re-
garding the correction of wrongs be-
tween brethren in the church?

What is the scriptural rule of evi-
dence as given by Moses, by our Lord,
and by the Apostle Paul?—1 Tim, 5:19

What rule did the Lord give for at-
taining true greatness?
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A FRIEND WHO LEARNED TO BELIEVE

MAY 19—John 11:7, 8, 16: 20:24-29

GOLDEN TEXT: “Blessed are they that have not
seen, and yet have believed.”--John 20:29
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ODAY'’S lesson is principally
concerned with the disciple
who is unfavorably referred to as
“doubting Thomas.” Jesus did not
especially condemn Thomas for not
believing until he was given the
physical demonstration which he
demanded, for it was good that
this' very practical-minded man
was able to accept the physical evi-
dence when ‘it was presented to
him, and thereby believe. But Jesus
did point out how much better off
are they who are able to exercise
faith upon the ‘evidence of things
not seen. The ability to exercise
this higher quality of faith is rare
indeed in the world today.
Thomas was a loyal and devoted
disciple of the Master as long as
he could see and be with him.
When Jesus indicated his intention
of re-entering Judea, where his
enemies were plotting against him,
Thomas volunteered, not only to
go with him, but also expressed
his willingness to die with Jesus
if need be. This was a commend-
able display of courage and de-
votion, but it did not require the
exercise of faith in things not seen.
Thomas evidently was firm in his
belief that Jesus was the Messiah,
but when his enemies crucified him
his confidence may have been
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shaken a little so.that he was not .
willing to believe that this cruci-
fied One had been raised from the
dead unless material evidence
could be produced; and the evi-
dence he asked for was to see and
touch the body which had been

. nailed to the cross.

This brings to light an interest-
ing . and -fundamentally important
viewpoint in connection with the
resurrection of Jesus. At first. it
might appear that Thomas doubted
the integrity of his friends, the oth-
er disciples; but this is not the
case. He probably questioned
them very carefully concerning the
evidence which had convinced
them that Jesus had been raised
from the dead and had found that
not one of them had seen Jesus
in a bodily form which they rec-
ognized. To the practical mind of
Thomas this must have seemed
strange. Jesus had been away from
them only a few days. They had
spent some three and a half years
with him, and must have known
his every facial expression. Yet
none of them could testify .that
they had seen a man who looked
like Jesus. From the natural stand-
point Thomas was fairly well justi-
fied in wondering whether or not
their fancy had run away with
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them.

Mary saw Jesus as a “gardener.”
She conversed with him and did
not know that she was talking with
her Lord. Only by the familiar
way he spoke her name, “Mary,”
did she come to understand that
she was conversing with Jesus and
that he had been raised from the
dead. If Thomas had questioned
the various ones who claimed to
have seen their resurrected Lord
he could well reach the conclusion
that inasmuch as their stories
varied as to his appearance, etc., he
would have to have more substan-
tial proof—the very best proof, as
he viewed the matter—which could
be produced.

Jesus accommodated “doubting
Thomas” by appearing to him in a’
body bearing wounds in the hands,
feet, and side. As the matter
turned out, the confirmation which
Thomas asked for was merely sec-
ondary to the convincing proof
contained in the manner in which
the requested physical evidence
came to his attention. When Jesus
appeared in the room with the dis-
ciples while the doors were shut
and asked Thomas not only to view
the evidence he asked for, but also
to touch it, the practical-minded
Thomas would at once be con-
vinced that- Jesus must have been
present and heard him state the
conditions upon which he would
believe. He would realize at the
same time that one who could come
into the room with the doors closed
and locked, and then vanish as
mysteriously as he had come,
must possess miraculous powers.

As we put these thoughts to-
gether in the light of the general
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testimony of the Word of God, we
discern that Jesus was not resur-
rected in the flesh at all, but was
“made alive in the Spirit.” (1 Pet.
3:17, Diaglott interlineary word for
for word) We see that there is
ne more reason for supposing that
Jesus now possesses the old mor-
tal body, scarred with nail prints,
than there is for believing that our
Lord and King is a “gardener,” or
a “stranger.” He appeared in all
these ways to his disciples, but
none of them saw his new spiritual
body, for human eyes cannot dis-
cern spirit beings.

To be sure, Jesus said to the dis-
ciples, “A spirit hath not flesh and
bones, as ye see me have,” for they
were not viewing him as a spirit
being. (Luke 24:39) In order to

- communicate with them directly it

was necessary for Jesus to materi-
alize'as a human being; and he did
this in assumed -bodies which on
each occasion suited best the pur-
pose to be accomplished. Angels
during Old Testament times had
done the same. Three of them ap-
peared to Abraham and ate a meal
with him, but this does not prove
that angels actually possess bodies
of flesh. Jesus was raised from
the dead as a divine being. He
appeared in various bodies of flesh

_in order to prove to his followers

that he was no longer dead.
QUESTIONS:

Is Thomas to be especially bblamed
for demanding positive proof that Jesus
had been raised from the dead?

Did Jesus return to heaven with a
body bearing the wounds inflicted upon
him when he was crucified?

What did Jesus mean when he said,
“A spirit hath not flesh and bones, as
ye see me have”?
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FINDING A NEW SENSE OF VALUES

MAY 26—Luke 12:19,

20; 18:24-30; 19:1-10

GOLDEN TEXT: “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteous-
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.’—Romans 14:17
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ples concerning their privileges

of sacrifice were not intended to
serve as a guide to the whole
world. To understand these in-
structions in their true light it is
essential to realize that the Mas-~
ter was introducing the work of
the Gospel age, which, in the di-
vine plan, has been an age of faith
and self-sacrifice for the people of
God. Jesus himself sacrificed all,
even life itself; and his followers
have been invited to walk in his
steps. Indeed, one cannot be a true
follower of Jesus without present-
ing his body a living sacrifice.—
Rom. 12:1

The parable of the man who en-
larged his barns in order to store
up plenty for his ease and comfort
is intended as a lesson for those
who enter into a covenant of sacri-
fice with the Lord. The man in
this parable gained much in ma-
terial goods, but they proved to
be of temporary value, for he lost
his own life, or soul, hence was
not permitted to enjoy that for
which he had labored.

This does not mean that every
man or woman who seeks riches
will be suddenly smitten with
death. Rather, the lesson is di-
rected to consecrated followers of
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JESUS’ instructions to his disci-

Jesus who have covenanted to give
up all in his service. For them
to devote their entire attention to
the securing of earthly gain means
the breaking of their covenant
with God, hence the loss of their
spiritual hopes—and eventually, if
their unfaithfulness continues, the
loss of eternal life.

It is true of this age that the
church’s association in the kingdom
of God is not from the standpoint
of material gain—not “meat and
drink,” as the Golden Text indi-
cates—because the followers of
Jesus are promised a share in the
spiritual ruling phase of that king-
dom upon the basis of their will-
ingness to sacrifice all things earth-
ly and to set their affections upon
things above, not on things of the
earth.—Col. 3:1, 2

But this viewpoint will not hold

Arue in connection with the sub-

jects who are to be blessed under
the administration of that kingdom.
Of these it is said, that “they shall
build houses, and inhabit them;
and they shall plant vineyards, and
eat the fruit of them.” Of that
time it is also said that “they shall
not plant and another eat,” nor
“build and another inhabit,” but
shall “long enjoy the works of
their hands.”—Isaiah 65:21, 22
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The rich young ruler was sor-
rowful because the terms of dis-
cipleship were so exacting. The
disciples, not yet Spirit-begotten,
hearing these terms outlined to the
young man, inquired of the Mas-
ter, “Who then can be saved?” If
salvation depended upon making
such drastic sacrifice as Jesus
stated to this rich young man, that
is, giving up of all his riches, and
taking up his cross and follow-
ing the Master into death, it
seemed to them that most men and
women would be unable to meet
the terms. And they were right.

What the disciples did not at that
time understand was that these
were the terms of the narrow way
of sacrifice in which those must
walk who will qualify to live and
reign with Jesus in the spiritual
phase of his kingdom. This IS to
be a “little flock” indeed, a little
flock nevertheless willing to lose
sight of all else besides that of
knowing and doing God’s will.
(Luke 12:32) When the disciples
asked Jesus, “Who then can be
saved?” his answer was, “With God
all things are possible.” (Matt. 19:
25, 26) What he evidently meant
was that the vision of truth God
would grant to the called ones, and
the power of the Holy Spirit work-
ing in their consecrated lives aft-
er accepting the call to disciple-
ship, would inspire them to make
any sacrifice, even the supreme
sacrifice of life itself, that they
might know him and the power of
his resurrection, being made con-
formable unto his death.—Matt.
3:10

“How hardly shall a rich man
enter into the kingdoml of heaven,”
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_cipleship, but some have.

is the observation Jesus made when
the young ruler showed his un-
willingness to give up all that he
had. Not'many of the great and
rich of this world have been will-
ing to pay the price of true dis-
There
was Zacchaeus, for instance, even
in Jesus’ day, who told the Master
that he had been contributing half
of his goods for the benefit of the
poor, and this he had been doing
without any suggestion from Jesus
that he do so. In addition to this,
he said he did more than make
right any wrong he had done to

 others—restoring fourfold what

had been exacted by him. “This
day 1is salvation come to this
house.”—Luke 19:9 -
To. this Jesus added that the “Son
of man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10)
All lost life through Adam, and all
will have an opportunity to be re-
stored to life through Christ. In
this instance Jesus seems to be
placing the emphasis upon the fact
that Zacchaeus recognized his lost
condition, and his need for the
help which he believed Jesus could
give him. This recognition of need
is prerequisite to the obtaining of
the true riches of God’s favor,
whether in this age, or the next.

QUESTIONS:

Will the rigid terms of discipleship
laid down by Jesus apply to those who
travel over the highway of holiness in
the next age? !

Will it be wrong in the next age
for the restitution class to set their
affections upon the things of the earth?

What 'is meant by the statement in
today’s lesson that the “Son of man
came to seek and to save that which
was lost”?



IBWERS

1—Job.—Chapter 13:15

2——No. Ecclesiastes 1:4 declares,
“The earth abideth forever,” and
the prophet writes: “For thus saith
the Lord that created the heavens:
God himself that formed the earth
and made it; he hath established
it, he created it not in wvain, he
formed it to be inhabited.” (Isa
45:18) It is the sinful conditions
of Satan’s rule that have reached

their “last days” and will be sup-

planted by Christ’s rule of peace.
3—The great spiritual truths sur-
pass all human knowledge. They
are comprehended only by those
who are consecrated to God, whose
minds are illuminated by the Holy
Spirit of God—1 Cor. 2:1, 14
4—The doctrine of eternal tor-
ment. It is not believed by analyti-
cal students of God’s Word.
5—This is another strong link
in the chain of evidence that Jesus
is the Christ. This prophecy of
Isaiah 9:6 is also proof of man’s
futility in establishing peace with-
out coming into harmony with
Christ and the principles of his
kingdom.
6—“In this was manifested the
love of God toward us, because
that God sent his only begotten
Son into the world, that we might
live through him.”—1 John 4:9
7—No. See Isaiah 8:20, which
reads, “To the law and to the testi-
mony: if they speak not according
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To Test Your Knowledge
Questions (See Page 44)

to this word, it is because there is
no light in them.” The Bible must
be the foundation of our beliefs,
“for therein is the righteousness
of God revealed.”— Rom. 1:17

8—No. A careful study of the
pictorial language of the Bible
shows that nothing is taught there-
in. which is out of harmony with
the manifestation of God’s love.—
Romans 5:8; 1-John 4:9

9—Because many - erroneously
believe the Bible teaches what
their reason is unable to accept—
that a God of love can torment a
majority of the race. For an ex-
planation of this doctrine send for
the booklet, “The Truth About
Hell.,”

10—Psalm 145:8, 9. The prophecy
continues to read: “All thy works
shall praise thee, O Lord: and thy
saints shall bless thee. They shall
speak of the glory of thy kingdom,
and talk of thy power; to make
known to the sons of men his
mighty acts, and the glorious maj-
esty of his kingdom. - Thy kingdom
is an everlasting kingdom, and thy
dominion endureth throughout all
generations.” This Scripture por-
trays the goodness of God and the
blessings which will come to earth
through his kingdom. We there-
fore continue to pray with antici-
pation, “Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done in earth, as it 1s in
heaven.,”—Matt. 6:10



7

_

‘//Z//7 4
.

v
o

.

RN

Ghe Ol of Gladness
“Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iﬁiquz’ty,; therefore

God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of
gladness above thy fellows.”—HrerEws 1:9 '

Gt
"
7
L\‘:

g URING the month of April the brethren of present truth
throughout the world commemorated the suffering and
4 death of our dear Redeemer and Head, Christ Jesus. We
were reminded again of his fidelity to righteousness even in the
face of suffering and death. He loved righteousness, and to him
righteousness was the will of his Heavenly Father. He hated
iniquity, which to his perfect and inspired understanding was
everything contrary to the divine will—all that did not measure up
to the divine standards. It was because of his unwavering loyalty
to his Father, and his militant hatred of every principle out of
harmony with his Father’s plan and will, that he was “anointed
with the oil of gladness above his fellows.”

Nor is there any hint in our text that the “fellows” above
whom Jesus was exalted were disloyal to their God. Lucifer, of
course, was, and others of the angelic hosts deflected from their
course of faithfulness under .the leadership of Lucifer. - But there
were many of the angels who remained loyal to their Creator; yet
they were not all called to the same high position in the divine ar-
rangement to which Jesus was anointed and finally exalted. In
this is exhibited the fact which is apparent in all God’s dealings
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with his creatures that it is his will that there shall be degrees of
honor and glory among them,

a sEcrer AND A point of special interest in this connection is the
oF Joy  ©xplanation that the exaltation of our Master was an
occasion of joy. The “oil” by which he was “anointed”
to his position above his fellows is described as the “oil of glad-
ness.” There is doubtless a vital significance to this as it indicates
that true joy and gladness result from the operation of the divine
will—joy for those who are exalted and also for those who are not.
Happy indeed are those who can rejoice in the exaltation of their
fellows because they recognize that “promotion cometh neither
from, the east, nor the west, nor the south. But God is the judge:
he putteth down one; and setteth up another.”—Psalm 75:6
While we know that Jesus was exalted above all his “fellows”
on the spirit plane, we realize also that he was “anocinted” to be the
Head over his church—the “Master” over his “brethren.” “All ye
are brethren,” Jesus declared, and ‘“one is your Master, even
Christ.” (Matt. 23:8) And what a joy there is in the recognition
of this fact! The Psalmist declared, “Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like the
precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard,
even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments.”
—Psalm 133:1, 2
Here again the thought of gladness is associated with the
anointing of our Head, Christ Jesus, as symbolized by the precious
ointment poured upon the head of Aaron, the typical high priest.
It is “good” and “pleasant,” David declares, for brethren to dwell
together in unity, for it is like the precious ointment which repre-
sents the anointing of Jesus with the “oil of gladness above his
fellows.” Here we are shown that the gladness is not alone on the
part of the one exalted—which in this case is Jesus—but also on the
part of the brethren as a whole. They dwell together in unity—a
unity which is both good and pleasant—because they dwell in
Christ, recognizing his headship in the church as being supreme.
ALL MEMBERS INI CORIl\.TTHII}NS 12 the Apostle Paul gives us
NECESSARY a more detailed picture of Jesus, the Head, and the
church, his body. In this chapter we are not only
reminded of the headship of Christ, but also that all the members
of this one body are necessary to its proper functioning; that even
the seemingly insignificant members have an important role to fill
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so that none can say there is no need for these. And the apostle
also explains that God has set every member in the body as it has
"pleased him. This great truth should be indelibly impressed upon
the mind and heart of every Christian, and we should see to it that
its implications control us in our associations with our brethren.
The picture given us by David of the anointing oil running
down from the head over the body, even to the skirts of the gar-.
ments, shows that as each consecrated one is inducted into the
body of The Christ he partakes of the “anointing”—not of a literal
oil, but of the Holy Spirit which is symbolized by the oil. It is
plain, then, that the “good” and “pleasant” unity of the brethren
in Christ depends upon the full surrender of their wills to the will
of their new Head, Christ Jesus; and also upon their recognition of
the will of God with respect to the position.in the body occupied
by other members, and to rejoice in the place which the Lord has '
assigned to them. :
Any other viewpoint than this on the part of one or more -of -
the brethren tends to disrupt the “good” and “pleasant” associations
in Christ which otherwise would be their pleasure to enjoy. In
this body arrangement where all are members one of another, the
joys and sorrows of each are experienced by all. If one member
suffers, all members suffer; and by the same token we rejoice
with those who rejoice. If one who professes to be a Christian does
not thus share the feelings of his fellow travelers in the narrow

way, he may well wonder whether or not he is really a member of
the body of Christ.

PRESENT THERE is to be a glorified body of Christ, even as
AND FUTURE there is a body of Christ in the flesh now. And in

that body beyond the veil it will be true that every
member in it will be “set” in harmony with the divine will. Jesus,
of course, will be the Head, and there will be degrees of honor
among the other members; and the eternal joy of every member
of that glorified body of Christ will result from the fact that while
in the flesh the lesson of humble and joyful submission to God’s
will was learned, and learned well.

The body of Christ in the flesh is represented by each local
church or ecclesia of the consecrated; and God “sets” the mem-
bers in these representative groups through the vote of his people.
This is one of the laws of the new creation clearly set forth in the
Scriptures, and elaborated upon in Volume VI of Studies in the
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Scriptures, and we are of the firm conviction that any disposition
on the part of the consecrated to ignore or defy it must necessarily
result in spiritual loss. Consecrated saints who are wholly isolated
from others of like precious faith by circumstances over which they
have no control, might well consider that their situation, until it
is changed, is one that is ordained for them by the Lord; and in it
he is of course abundantly able to care for them and to bless them
with all the riches of his grace. But it is surely the will of God for
those who live near enough to one another to associate themselves
in an orderly manner, according to the arrangements laid down in
the Bible for such group assemblies. ,

This is more, not less, important today than ever before. The
spirit of the world is becoming more and more chaotic. Liberalism
in thought and action is becoming increasingly the order of the day.
This worldly attitude based upon false conceptions of “freedom”
is attacking the consecrated. It is well to recognize this, and while
we war against the world and the flesh along other lines, give due
attention to this point also. There can be no more dangerous posi-
tion for any Christian than to be a “free lance.” To be “free”
probably has a lure for some, but as well might a soldier separate
himself from his company, reject the orders of his captain, and ex-
pect to fight safely and successfully, as for a Christian to suppose
that he can get along better by not being subject to the regulations
of his brethren in a scripturally organized ecclesia.

" One who insists upon thus being “free” not only exposes him-

" self needlessly to the fiery darts of the adversary, but his attitude
often tends to raise disturbing questions in the minds of his breth-
ren. In fact every attitude, every expressed thought, every move,
on the part of any of the Lord’s people which is not in keeping with
the rules and regulations of the new creation is a disturbing influ-
ence, and to whatever extent the brethren yield to it, they lose just
that much of the “good” and “pleasant” results of dwelling together
in unity.

We are writing plainly on this subject because of its vital im-
portance to the welfare of the brethren generally. Just as it is
appropriate for us to exhort one another along other lines which
pertain to our spiritual lives and to godliness, so it is with respect
to the importance of observing the laws of the new creation as they
pertain to church organization. Some may cry “bondage” when
urged to observe these scriptural rules, but whatever bondage may
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be associated with such joyful obedience to Christ is but a part of
what is involved in being his bond slaves.

As each local ecclesia is recognized by God as the church and
the servants of that ecclesia—duly elected by the congregation—
are accredited by him as being divinely “set,” so it seems eminently -
proper that such ecclesias in their co-operation with one another
through the exchange of speakers, or in other ways, recognize the
authority invested in them. In this time of uncertainty, when first-
hand knowledge of individual Christians may be hard to obtain,
there can be no better recommendation for a brother to have than -
that he is a duly appointed elder in his home ecclesia.

PRESENT TRUTH II\T SPEAKING' of ecclesias we of course have in
DOCTRINES mind those scripturally organized groups of con-

secrated believers who hold to the doctrines of
“present truth”’—those precious doctrines of the divine plan of the
ages built upon the foundation of Jesus Christ and his ransom sacri-
" fice for the sins of the church and the world. These doctrines in-
clude the church’s share in the better sacrifices of the Gospel age;
a proper understanding of God’s covenants; the second presence
of Christ; and the near manifestation of his kingdom for the bless-
ing of all the families of the earth.

An ecclesia which as a group accepts and promotes these
blessed doctrines of the Bible, and carries on its activities in har-
mony with the laws of the new creation, in the spirit of love and
good will toward all, assuredly has the approval of the Lord. To.
sever connectlons from such an ecclesia, or to associate with it
merely as a “visitor,” must inevitably result in a certain measure of
spiritual loss. For one professing to be “in the truth” to work
against the interests of such an ecelesia by seeking to draw away-
disciples from it, is to be guilty of causing divisions contrary to
the doctrines which we have learned. Such, the apostle says, we:
should avoid.—Rom. 16:17

In some cases it would seem that the desire to work inde-
pendently of the local ecclesia reflects a disposition not to be sub-
ject one to the other. How can we demonstrate to the Lord that
we are happy in the position he has chosen for us in the body, if
we do not permit him to manifest his will through the expressed
choice of his people? Even the great Apostle Paul, appointed di-
rectly by God for the special place he was to occupy in the body,.
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gladly submitted to the laying on of hands by a local ecclesia. Who
are we, any of us, that we should not do the same?

There is nothing that would please the devil more than to
create disunity among the Lord’s people. In order to accomplish
this, his first line of attack is often against the solidarity of the local
ecclesia. He uses very subtle methods to accomplish this—secret
‘weapons, as it were, and often camouflaged by the banner of “love.”
It is well to remember when these subtle attacks are made that to
.adhere closely to the laws of the new creation as they pertain to
-church organization does not manifest a lack of love. When one
or more individuals sever their relationship to’ an ecclesia and
charge intolerance on the part of those who do not sympathize
with them, it is well to remember that they themselves are the ones
who are really intolerant because they were not willing to sub-
ordinate their preferences to the will of the majority in the ecclesia.
In such cases the “oil of gladness” which anointed the Head of the
body, and which should permeate all its members, causing them
to dwell together in unity, is resisted by wills not wholly sur-
rendered to the will of the Head.

All of the Lord’s consecrated people appreciate the privilege of
attending ecclesia and convention gatherings, and it is well to re-
member that- these gatherings take place because brethren have
labored together 'in arranging for them. Gatherings of the saints
where there is sweet fellowship because the brethren have found
how good and how pleasant it is thus to dwell together in unity, do
not occur spontaneously. They represent painstaking planning and
effort. If all the Lord’s people should decide they want to be “free,”
and to assume no responsibility in an ecclesia, there would be no
meetings for any to attend. :

Surely such a course would not be the Lord’s will. And if it
is not-the Lord’s will for all of his people, it is not his will for any of
them. All who are in the “body” have a place to fill in the co-
operative arrangements of that body; and it is only by occupying
that place faithfully, no matter how small and seemingly unim-
portant it may be, that we discover that the Holy Spirit by which
we are anointed is indeed the “oil of gladness.” We would urge,
then, that in every place where there are as many as two or three.
of “like precious faith” they meet together regularly, and in an-
.orderly manner, choosing those best qualified to serve as leaders
.of the meetings, etc. Details of scriptural arrangements for such
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meetings are set forth clearly in Volume VI of Studies in the:
Scriptures, which we recommend be studied carefully and prayer--
fully by those not acquainted with them.

Such ecclesia meetings should not be organized under the
auspices of The Dawn, because publishers of truth literature have
no scriptural jurisdiction over the affairs of local churches. Should’
there be need for literature for use in such meetings, we are of
course happy to supply it, but only as the ecclesia desires and re-
quests it. Having favorable contacts with a large number of ec-
clesias throughout the country, we have enjoyed the privilege, in
the Lord’s providence, of scheduling traveling brethren to serve
local groups where such service is desired. These traveling breth-
ren are sound in the doctrines of present truth, and have the con-
fidence and support of their home ecclesias. Arranging for them
to serve is merely in the way of co-operating with the local ec--
clesias, and thus helping—where that help is desired—to build the-
brethren up in our “most holy faith.”

The brethren of The Dawn are prepared to co-operate with
all the Lord’s people along these lines—with individuals and also
with groups. Surely there never was a time when it was more-
_important for the brethren to work together harmoniously than
now. Should we not all examine our hearts to make sure that
therein is no trace of pride, or ambition, or bitterness, or other
forms of selfishness which may now or later estrange us from our:
brethren and thus destroy that “good” and “pleasant” association
with them which otherwise we might continue to enjoy! Let us
all work for unity based upon the truth, by being willing to sub-
ordinate our wills to the will of the Lord. If living where we can
be associated with an ecclesia, let us learn to be subject to the will"
of that ecclesia, as unto the Lord. It makes splendid training in
humility, and helps to prepare for the glory, honor, and 1mmorta11ty‘
of the future.

SCRIPTURE STUDY SETS IN STOCK

Complete sets of Studies in the Scriptures are again in stock (see-
inside book cover for prlces) Due to acute shortages of cloth for book-
covers there is a variation in the shades of color of the volumes. We-
mention this in order that those who purchase these sets will under-
stand the reason for this variation. '
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j‘ ' SPEAKERS APPOINTMENTS

H. E. ANDERSON .
.............. May 19

Paterson, N. J.

W. A. BAKER
Vancouver, B. C,, Can. ...... May 24-26
W. T. BAKER
Paterson, N. J. .............. May S
F. A. BRIGHT
New Haven, Conn. .......... May 5
BEartford, Conn. .................. 12
Groton, Conn. (Evening) 18
Groton, Conn. (Morning) 19

New London, Conn. (Afternoon) 19
S. C. DE GROOT

Cicero, Ill. .................. May 4,5
i O. DEIFER
Binghamton, N. Y. .......... May 5,12
Brooklyn, N. Y. G P. M) ........ 19
C. F. GEORGE ;
East Liverpool, Ohio ........ May . 12
- W. J. HOLLISTER
Paterson, N. J. .............. May 5
LEVI' JACOBS
Paterson, N. J. .......0onnn.. May 5‘
P. KOLLIN.[AN
Binghamton, N. Y. .......... May 5
“Philadelphia, Pa. .................. 19
R. A. KREBS
Allentown, Pa. .............. May 1
Lehighton, Pa. ..............0u0i 2
Hazleton, Pa. ...........cccvvvininnn 3
Wilkes Barre, Pa. ................ 5
_Mahanoy City, Pa. ................ 6
‘Shamokin, Pa. .......ccoovevevnen. )
Schuylkill Haven, Pa. ............ 8
‘Reading, Pa. .................... 9,10
York, Pa. (Evening) .............. 11
York, Pa. Morning) .............. 12
Lancaster, Pa. (Afternoon) ...... 12
Lewistown, Pa, ...........ocvvenne 13
Connellsville, Pa, ................ 14,15
Perryopolis, Pa. ...........cov0vnns 16
Duquesne, Pa. ........... FT 17
Pittsburgh, Pa. ................0000 19
Cleveland, Ohio .................. 20,21

Elyria, Ohio ....cccvviiviiieniannsn. 22,23

Rittman, Ohio .................... 24
Akron, Oth ...................... 26
Canton, Ohio ...................... 28,29
New Philadelphia, Pa. ............ 30 31
Bellaire, Ohio .............. June 2,3
J. Y. MAC AULAY )
Lebanon, Ore. .............. May 2
Portland, Ore, ........covvvvvnnnn. 3,5
Salem, Ore. ......cccevvvuvnennnns 6,7
The Dalles, Ore. .........ccvuuvenn. 9
Yakima, Wash. .................... 10
Seattle, Wash. .................... 12,14
Tacoma, Wash. ... 13
Bellingham, Wash. 15
Lynden, Wash. .................... 16
Vancouver, B. C,, Can. .......... 24-26
- Duncan, B. C, Can. .............. 28,29

Victoria, B. C., Can. May 31, June 2
W. S. MARSHALL

Guilford, Me. ................ May 5

Orland, Me. ..........ccevnvvnvnnn 12

Portland, Me. .................... 19

Ellsworth, Me. .................... 26
C. H, MEADORS

San Diego, Calif. ............ May 5

M. C. MITCHELL

Washington, D, C. (Evening) May 25
Washington, D, C. (Morning) ..., 26

Baltimore, Md. (Afternoon) ...... 26
J. M. PATTERSON
Oklahoma City, Okla. ...... May 1
Dallas, TeX. ....cvvvvivinvarennnnn 3
Ft. Worth, Tex. ......ccovvvnvenn. 4,5
Weatherford, Tex. ................ 6
Mineral Wells, Tex. .............. 7
Palo Pinto, TexX. .....coovvvvvvnnnn. 8
Dublin, TexX. ..........ivvvvviinnn. 10
Comanche, Tex. 12
Rochelle, Tex. 13
San Antonio, Tex. ................ 15,16
Austin, Tex. ......oovvviiinnvnnnn. 25
Galveston, Tex. .................. 26, 27
Houston, TeX. .....ceovvvvenernnnns 28
Cameron, Tex. .........ccovnvven.s 30
G. R. POLLOCK
Riverside, Calif. (Morning) .. May 19
Pomona, Calif. (Afternoon) ...... 19
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‘M. A. STAMULAS London, Eng. ................ June 7-9
Albany, N. Y. ................ May - 12 E. G. WYLAM i
J. L. VAN HORNE Binghamton, N. Y. .......... May 19
Waterbury, Conn. ............c.... 26
Monessen, Pa. .............. May 26 Wilkes Barre, Pa, ..oooevrrrrmrrs 20
F. S. WASSMANN Lehighton, Pa. ......c.ccocevinta. 22%
Easton, Pa. .....ooovvvnennnn. M 96 Allentown, Pa. ,.........cconuuni
S d Rutherford, N. J. (Evening) ...... 2
G. M. WILSON New Brunswick, N. J. .....c...... 24
Paterson, N. J. .............. May 5 :
Waterbury, Conn. ................ 26 b ¢ Okfa vze Z?HNOW Ma 3.5
., territory .... -
W. N. WOODWORTH Ada, OKla. .remons A W
Binghamton, N. Y, .......... May 5 Shawnee, Okla.
New York, N. Y. 12 Tulsa, Okla. ....... 14
(Town Hall, 123 W. 43rd St., 3 p. m.) Enid, Okla. .....ccovveviiniinnnanns 15-17
Pittsburgh, Pa. ..........cccouvinn. 19 Fl Reno and Oklahoma City, Okla. 18-20
Easton, Pa. .........c.cocvneinnn, 26 Sayre, Okla. .........ocovvveninnnn 22-24
Allentown, Pa. ..............oceae 30 Lawton, Okla. ...........ccocinet 25-27

CICERO, ILL., May 4, 5—~Oympia Build-
ing, 2136 S. 6lst Court. Sponsored
by Cicero Bible Students Ecclesia. Im-
mersion service planned. For further
information address Mr. Charles "A.
:I[.aoucky, 5221 W. 30th Street, Cicero, 50,
1.

PATERSON, N. J.,, May 5—Y. M. C. A,
Ward and Prince Streets. Opens 930
a. m.

. BINGHAMTON, N. Y., May 5—Arling-

ton Hotel. (Art Gallery, First Floor)
Opens 10:00 a. m.

ALBANY, N. Y., May 12—Y. W. C. A,
§ Oakwood Street.

SAGINAW, MICH.,, May 12—Woman’s
Club, 311 N. Jefferson Street.

JTHACA, N. Y., May 19—205 E. Falls
Street.

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., May 19—Regu-
lar third Sunday convention. For de-
tails, write the secretary, Mr. Roy
Carpentier, 2316 Howard Street, N. E,,
Minneapolis, Minn,

SHAMOKIN, PA, May 26—Redman’s
Hall, 21 N. Market Street.

WATERBURY, CONN., May 26—Temple
Hall, 156 West Main Street. (Entrance
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‘—QOpens 2:30 p.

_on Park Place) Opens 10:00 a. m. Lunch

will be served.
EASTON, PA, May 26—Moose Audi-

“torium, 147 S. 4th Street.

VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN., May 24-26—

m., Friday in regular -
hall, 156 E. Tth Ave. For details, write

the secretary, Mrs. Henry Burdett,. 2591

E. 20th Ave., Vancouver, B. C. Can._

ALLENTOWN, PA, May 30—Home of
Brother and Sister Orlando Deifer, R.
F. D. 60.

PIQUA, OHIO, June 16—Y. W. C. A,
418 N. Wayne Street. A Saturday night
meeting is planned at the home of
Brother and Sister John Thomas, 216
Harrison Street, at 8 p. m.

WEATHERFORD, TEXAS, June 30—
IZio(ril Hill Schoolhouse, near Weather-
ord.

'DETROIT, MICH., July 4-7. Y.W.C. A,

Witherell at Montcalm. An immersion

- service is being planned. Further de-

tails will be announced in the June is-
sue. Secretary, Ray Krupa.

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, July
4-T—Unitarian Community Center, 2936
West 8th St. It is expected that travel
conditions will be more nearly normal
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at this time and a large attendance is
-expected. It is suggested that you write
now, or as soon as possible, for lodging
accommodation reservations, A real
spiritual banquet and season of fellow-
ship and communion is anticipated. The
following brethren are expected to
serve at the convention: Brothers W. A.
Baker, Portland, Ore.; L. Paul Davis,
San Luis Obispo, Calif.; Frank E. French,
Seattle, Wash.; E. H. Herrscher, and C.
R. Siglin, Phoenix, Ariz.; Peter Kolli-
man, J. Y. MacAulay, and C. W.
Zahnow, of The Dawn; John Moore,
Vancouver, B. C., Can.; D. J. More-
house, Chicago; George M. Wilson,
Pittsburgh, Pa.; ‘with possibilities of
Brothers Arthur Newell, Dallas, Texas,
and Leon H. Norby, Minneapolis, Minn.
For information, write the class secre-
tary, Mr. A. W. Abrahamsen, 2816 W.
83rd Street, Inglewood, Calif.

ILFORD, LONDON, ENGLAND: “The
Aldersbrook Ecclesia, Associated Bible
Students, will meet, D. V., in conven-
tion at Whitsun, 8-10th of June, 1946,
when it is hoped Brother W. N. Wood-
worth will address the brethren. For
further details please apply to the sec-

*  retary: Mr. W. R. Chandler, 29, Wood-

lands Avenue, Wanstead, London, E.
117 o

‘LABOR DAY CONVENTIONS
CINCINNATI, OHIO, Details later.
SEATTLE, WASH., Details later.

@
BRITISH SCHEDULE

Arrangements are being made for
Brother W. N. Woodworth to spend
nearly all of the month of June in
Great Britain. Details of his schedule
are in the hands of E. Allbon, 20 Sunny-
mede Drive, Ilford, Essex, England.
All- communications concerning visits
to classes should be addressed to Broth-
er Allbon.

&
NEW MEETING PLACE IN BOSTON

The Boston, Mass., Ecclesia is now
meeting Sunday afternoons in the
chapel of the Arlington Street Church,
which is located right at the Arlington
Street subway station.

@

There is still a possibility for arrange-
ments being made for a General Con-
vention, but nothing definite can be an-
nounced at this time.

Gift Sugges’rions

'CROSS AND CROWN EMBLEMS:
_ Pins and b‘qttoqs, $2.85; Pendants, $3.60.

'WEYMOUTH’S TRANSLATION (New
Testament): Pocket, $2.00; Regular cloth,
$3.00.

MOFFATT'S TRANSLATION (Oid
and New Testaments): cloth, $3.50.

LEESER’S TRANSLATION (Old Tes-
tament): Cloth, $2.00.

EMPHATIC DIAGLOTT: cloth $2.10.'

PELOUBET'S BIBLE DICTIONARY:
799 pages, $3.00.

WESTMINSTER DICTIONARY OF
THE BIBLE (Davis Revised Edition):
658 pages, $3.50.
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BRADLEE FOLDERS. General as-
sortment of texts and messages, five
and ten cents apiece. Birthday mes-
sages, ten cents each.

PEASE LINE. Birthday cards Box
of twenty-one, $1.00. ‘
SUNSHINE LINE. No. B 20. Birth-

day messages. Box of ten, 50 cents.
GREETING CARDS. Birthday and

. Friendship cards: Box of ten 50 cents.

Swiss colored prints: Assorted Scripture
texts, 60 cents a dozen. Biblical pic-
ture cards and birthday assortment:
20 cents a dozen.

NOTE. Greeting cards are not avail-
able for Canada,



BIBLE STUDY HELPS

Studies in the Scriptures

t -~

Volwne 1:

Volume 2:° The Time is at Haad— -Blue cloth,
’ Volume 3: Thy Kingdom Ceme-—Blue cloth,
" Volume 4:
i Volume 5:

‘ Volume 6:

FIVE C] NT BOOKLETS
. As Angels of ngllt-—Discuqses the
subJect of spiritualism.

Christ Has’ Betumed—Ratlonahires EY
mut.h misunderstood subjeet. .

"-God and Reason—Supplants credulity
thh faith. )

7 God’s Plan——Reveals ptognes.swe na-‘

ture of God’s purpose.

: ?Hope Beyond the Grave——Gwes defi-
/nite assurance of future life.. =~ .
The Truth. About Hell~—Exammes en-

tire testimony of. the Blble on t}uc
‘! vital subgect .

" Berean Quesllo\)s~ ~On
7 Daily Heavenly Manna—Deluxe edi-
! tion, $1:25; Cloth bound, 30 cents.

- The Everlasting Gospel—Discusses sab-
bath and millennial doctrines: 15 eents:
25 or more, 10 cenis each.

. Free Literature—Tracts. ngdom Cards, Consolatmn C'\rda:_ e‘..,
txty des:red Write for information or place an order.

BLUE CLOTH. $3.75

The Battle of Armageddon—Blue cloth, 85 ecents
The Atenement Between God and Man—Blue cloth;85 cents.
i The New Creation—-Blue cloth, ‘85 cents.

“The Divine Chosen
“Plan of the Ages”: Paper bound, 10 cents; -

.25 or. more; .10 cents al,h..

Recommended -to Students -az Veritable

Bible Keys—Quver T?zlre’e Th-éiz.sanclfiPdges

POSTPAID .

The Divine Plan of the Ages—Cloth; 50 centsi=10 or n‘&ne,
40 cents; Paper- bound, 25 cents; 10 or more, 18 cente

50 cents.
50 cents.

 ONE CENT BOOKLETS
God’s. Hand in the Affaies’of Men—
Proves :God’s love through. the ages.

The End of the Wotld—l’resents bibli-
gal truth concemmg thls 1mportant sub-

God’ Remedy—'l‘he onls "501ut10n
God’s Restitution: l'roject—Wlll work
Good News—Refreshing. -

The Father, Son, .and: l!n!y Spﬂit—-—
Reveals error of trihity doctrine.

- The Jew and the War—A message of

comfort and hope

PPOple—‘-H:i‘:fO” calh,"
ing,-prophetically ir

reveal-
lve 1% cents;

“Cfeated He Them”—Fefutes .evolution
thegrv 13 cents 25 or more, 10 cents
eac) :

n_any quan-

if‘THE;, DAWN

East Rutherford

NEW JERSEY
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%@Ewtuzgg Licacly Teach

%

:? That the Chureh is “the ' emple of the Living God”

& ~—peculiarly “His workmanship”; that its construc-
& tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel age
@ - —ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer
& and the chief corner stone of this Temple, through
»1  which, when finished. God’s blessings shall come *“t.
xti all people.” and they find access to Him.—1 Cor. 3:16,
i 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29

5 I‘hat» meantime the chiseling, shaping and polish-
% img of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement
:;ﬁ for sin, progresses; and when the last of these “liv-
‘;« ing stones,” “elect and precious,” shall have been
& made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all
& together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple
si shall be filled with His glory, and be the meeting
g{::‘ place between God and men throughout the Millen-
& wium.—Rev. 15:5-8

LA That the basis of hope for the Church and the-
¥ World lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ. by the
i‘; arace of God tasted death for every man.” “a ran-

N

som for all,” and will be “the true light which light-
eth every man that cometh into the world,” “in due
time.” ~Heb 2:9; Jobn 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6

“That the hopt of the Church 15 that she may be
like her Lord, “see Him as He is” be a partaker of -
the divine nature and share His glory as His joint-
heir.~1 John 3:2: John 17:24; Rom. 8:17: 2 Pet. 1:4 .

‘That the present mission of the Church is the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service; to .
develop in herself every grace; to be God's witness to
the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests in
the next age.—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings
of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all
by Christ’s Millennial Kingdom—the restitution of all
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient,
»t the hands of their Redeemer and His glorified
Church—when all the wilfully wicked will be de-
stroved.~—Aects 3:19-23: Isaiah 35

3
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