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HIGHLIGHTS OfI)ab
The Time of the En d

WE ARE living in a wonderful time, and yet a fearful time .
It is a time of extreme contradictions such as have never
before simultaneously existed in all human history. After
thousands of years of man's existence on the earth, we
find a most unusual phenomenon which cannot be ignored .
It is the unprecedented increase of knowledge in recen t
years . Do you realize that practically all modern conven-
iences and scientific achievements we today take so muc h
for granted were developed within the past one hundred
and fifty years ?

Within this comparatively short period of time there ha s
been a sudden awakening, and a tremendous upsurge i n
knowledge . It is as though a sleeping giant has awakened
and is rubbing his eyes and stretching his limbs . One
scientist has estimated that man's total body of knowledge
doubled between 1775 and 1900 ; doubled again between
1900 and 1950 ; again between 1950 and 1958 ; and it is now
thought to be doubling every five years! It is hard to gras p
such a rapid rate of acceleration .

But consider this : people who died as recently as 1929

never heard of jet airplanes, the sound barrier, man-mad e
satellites, rockets to the moon and planets and sun, inter -
planetary photography, Polaroid cameras, food freezers, in-
tercontinental missiles, radar, dacron, mammoth bulldozers ,
V-8 engines, electric typewriters, F. M. radio, color tele-
vision, foam rubber, drive-in movies, fiberglass, automati c
transmissions, electric razors, frozen vegetables, atom an d
hydrogen bombs, and many other things we have today .
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Yet, in contrast and in contradiction to these attain-
ments, we have an extremely low ebb in moral, ethical ,
and spiritual values, and in a knowledge of the Word o f

God. Along this line, General of the Armies Omar Bradley
has appropriately said : "Ours is a world of nuclear giant s
and ethical infants. We know more about war than w e
know about peace ; more about killing than we know about
living. We have grasped the mystery of the atom, and have
rejected the Sermon on the Mount . "

There are other contradictions we could name. For ex -
ample, in recent years we have witnessed an enormous
advance in medical science, with new drugs and surgica l
techniques which are truly wonderful in saving human
lives . Even hearts have been transplanted . But we have th e
contradiction of fifty thousand persons killed each year in
highway accidents, and many thousands by war. Another
incongruity is that, although we are today able to pierce the
atmosphere of the earth with space ships, and are spending
billions of dollars in a plan to land men upon the moon, th e
war on poverty makes no appreciable headway .

Then we have the greatest contradiction of all. Puny man
has at last been able to harness the atom, extracting an d
holding in his hand the ultimate and fearsome power of
the universe—but with what result? Is it used for the bene-
fit of mankind, to eliminate burdensome labor by the swea t
of the face? No, not to any great extent, but for the firs t
time in human history, man has in his grasp the ability t o

kill every living thing on the face of the earth.

A Time of Fea r

That is why it is such a fearful time . Now, at this mo-
ment, the prophecy of Jesus given in Luke 21 :25, 26 is

being fulfilled : "And there shall be signs in the sun, and in

the moon, and in the stars ; and upon the earth distress o f

nations, with perplexity ; the sea and the waves roaring ;
men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after
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those things which are coming on the earth ." Also Jesus '
prophecy in Matthew 24 :21, 22 : "For then shall be great
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of th e
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be . And except thos e
days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved . "

Has there ever been a time since the Flood when it wa s
possible for all flesh to be destroyed? Plagues have swept
the earth, destroying millions, but the human race survive d
and increased. World wars, fought in the "conventional"
manner, killed millions, but humanity lived on. But with
total nuclear warfare, with its poisoning of the air which
we and all animals must breathe—now, for the first time
in history, complete and absolute destruction of the huma n
race is threatened . For the first time we realize the import
of this prophecy, written two thousand years ago : "And
except those days should be shortened, there should n o
flesh be saved ." But the Bible assures us that these days
shall be shortened .

The Bible Answers

What is the significance of this recent spectacular in -
crease of knowledge? Only in the Bible do we find any
explanation of it . In the Bible this increase of knowledg e
is prophetically recorded to identify the time in which w e
are now living : "the time of the end ." Daniel was entrusted
with many prophecies pertaining to the future, but h e
could not understand them. He wanted so much to under-
stand, but it was not yet due time to do so . We read of thi s
in Daniel 12 :8, 9 : "And I heard, but I understood not : then
said I, 0 my Lord, what shall be the end of these things ?
And he said, Go thy way, Daniel; for the words are closed
up and sealed till the time of the end . "

In the 4th verse of this chapter we are told how to
indentify "the time of the end" when it has come : "But
thou, 0 Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even
to the time of the end : many shall run to and fro, an d
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knowledge shall be increased." Do you recognize the signs ?
It is almost impossible not to recognize them, for they are
before us whichever way we turn . Coupled with the in-
crease of knowledge, has there ever been a time whe n
there was so much rapid and world-wide travel? We not
only have supersonic travel within the earth's atmosphere ,
but also travel in outer space at fantastically higher speeds.

In verses 1 and 2 we have the important and wonderfu l
part of the prophecy : "And at that time shall Michael stand
up, the great prince which standeth for the children of th y
people ; and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never
was since there was a nation even to that same time ; and
at that time thy people shall be delivered . . . . And many o f
them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake . " This
is a prophecy of Christ's messianic kingdom, the kingdom
of God on earth; and, from the signs given, it is almos t
here. The great Prince, Christ Jesus, is already present .
And when the current time of trouble is finished, the king-
dom of God will take control of earth's affairs, and there
will be a resurrection of the dead .

The prophecy of Haggai 2:7 states : "I will shake all
nations, and the desire of all nations shall come ." What is
the desire of all nations, or families, of the earth? It ma y
be summed up in the one word—life. Adam was created
perfect, and was designed to live forever on this earth . He
once had a kingdom, or dominion, on this earth . It is writ -
ten of the first pair, in Genesis 1:28, "And God blesse d
them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply ,
and replenish [fill] the earth, and subdue it : and have do-
minion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air ,
and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth . "

A Ransom Provided

But Adam disobeyed God and lost his life and his king-
dom. As a result of his fall, all his children were born
imperfect, and in a dying condition. Then, in due time ,
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Jesus came, and gave himself a ransom for Adam and hi s
race. He died in order that Adam and his children might
live. This doctrine of the ransom is the most importan t
doctrine of the Bible . The word "ransom" means "corre-
sponding price," or "equivalent price"—a price correspond-
ing to the value of person held for ransom which, when
paid, releases the captive . Let us illustrate Christ's redemp-
tion of Adam and his race by an allegorical story :

A nobleman is convicted of an offense against his king .
He is stripped of his estate and is condemned for life to a
penal colony at hard labor. While he is a convict, he rear s
a family of children who share his sentence, not being per-
mitted to leave the penal colony so long as their father i s
confined there . Many years pass, and hope grows dim . But
one day another nobleman, of equal dignity and rank, pre-
sents himself to the king, and offers himself and all hi s
earthly goods as a substitute for the first nobleman, volun-
teering to serve his sentence in his stead, thus to ranso m
him .

The king graciously accepts the offer, and the firs t
nobleman is released and restored to his estate . And be-
cause he is now free, the family he reared in captivity is
also free. These children who have never known real
liberty, having been born prisoners under their father's
sentence, are now redeemed and may leave their prison-
house and inherit the restored estate of their father,
together with him.

The Second Noblema n

Now let us apply this allegorical illustration to the cas e
of Adam, the first nobleman, and his posterity . Jesus was
the second nobleman. He came to earth as a man . He was
the exact equivalent of Adam, before Adam sinned. He
died without deserving to die, in the place of Adam, wh o
deserved to die. Since Jesus was a perfect man, God could
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and did accept his life as a corresponding price, or ransom ,
for Adam's life . This is the significance of Jesus' sacrifice .
This is how he became the Redeemer and the Savior of al l
of Adam's race. All will be released from the prison-hous e
of death .

That is why, when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the
angel announced, "Fear not: for behold, I bring you goo d
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people . For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, whic h
is Christ the Lord." (Luke 2:10, 11) Christ the Lord! The
second nobleman had at last made his appearance . And
with this understanding of the plan of God, we find a new
and wonderful significance in that beloved old text, Joh n
3:16 : "For God so loved the world, that he gave his onl y
begotten Son, that whosever believeth on him should not
perish, but have everlasting life ."

And what is to be the grand result? What will be the
culmination of the great, loving, divine plan of redemption ?
It is concisely stated by the Apostle Paul in I Corinthian s
15 :21-23: "For since by man came death, by man came also
the resurrection of the dead . For as in Adam all die, even
so in Christ shall all be made alive . But every man in hi s
own order ; Christ the first-fruits ; afterward they that are
Christ's at his coming ." Jesus Christ was the first to be
resurrected and ascend to heaven . His footstep followers ,
his church, the members of his body, also gain a heavenly
reward .

Then Christ establishes his kingdom on earth . Referring
to the completed work of that glorious kingdom, Paul says ,
in I Corinthians 15 :24-26, "Then cometh the end, when he
shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even th e
Father; when he shall have put down all rule and al l
authority and power . For he must reign, till he hath put all
enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be de-
stroyed is death . "
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No More Deat h

Just think of a world in which man will no longer die !
This is the kingdom for which Jesus taught his followers
to pray two thousand years ago . Since then millions o f
people have prayed for that kingdom to come, when God's
will is to be done on earth as it is in heaven . As men groan
under the weight of their sorrows and stresses and calami-
ties, as they travail under their national and international
crises, they long for and hope for better times, when all
human problems will be solved. And, in so doing, they un-
wittingly wait for and earnestly desire God's kingdom ; not
knowing what it is and how it will come, but only knowing
that they yearn for it and all the blessings it will bring.

We are now living at the time of the end, on the very
threshold of this kingdom of God on earth, when Michae l
shall stand up, when the many that sleep in the dust of th e
earth shall awake. During that thousand-year kingdom, al l
the dead will be resurrected and come back to live on th e
earth. Death is a great enemy, and it is ultimately to be
destroyed .

Think of the joyful reunions that will take place! What
a happy time it will be! Mothers who have lost children in
death will have them in their arms again . Do you remem-
ber, at the time of Jesus' birth, when Herod killed all th e
young children in and around Bethlehem? For every slai n
child there was a brokenhearted mother left behind—
thousands of them, mourning for the tender lives cut short ;
for the tragic waste . A great voice of weeping was heard
throughout all that land. Jeremiah prophetically refers t o
this incident, saying : "A voice was heard in Ramah, lam-
entation, and bitter weeping ; Rahel weeping for her chil-
dren refused to be comforted for her children, because
they were not ."—Jer. 31:15-17

And then comes that part of the prophecy referring t o
God's kingdom on earth now so near : "Thus saith the Lord ;
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Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears :
for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord ; and they
shall come again from the land of the enemy. And there is
hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy children shal l
come again to their own border." Notice that the phrase,
"saith the Lord, " is repeated three times in these verses .
How sure these words are! How sure is this promise !

No More Weepin g

Have you ever driven past a national cemetery, wher e
the war dead are buried? Have you seen the miles and
miles of white grave markers? Every one of those monu-
ments represents a young man who died in the prime of
vigorous manhood. And each one has left behind a broken -
hearted mother . Now visualize, standing there beside each
white marker, a mother weeping; miles and miles of bit-
terly weeping mothers . What a sound of lamentation that
would make! And the words of Jeremiah are addressed ,
not only to the sorrowing mothers of Herod's time, but t o
these mothers also .

And also to fathers and brothers and sisters and grand -
parents and wives and husbands—to all who have felt th e
sting of death : "Refrain thy voice from weeping, . . . they
shall come again from the land of the enemy . . . . thy chil-
dren shall come again to their own border!" Now, in con-
trast, visualize the great, overwhelming joy of a mother
whose child has actually returned from the dead! The grie f
and aching loneliness are all forgotten. And now, instead o f
the voice of weeping, think of the united voice of jo y
which will ascend unto heaven when, in proper order, al l
the beloved dead will return !

Thy Kingdom Com e

So, knowing that God's kingdom on earth, which is no w
so close at hand, will solve all human problems, we fin d
new significance in the age-old prayer, "Thy kingdom
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come." When we hear of sorrow and mourning we remem-
ber that the psalmist has said : "Weeping may endure for
a night, but joy cometh in the morning ." (Ps. 30:5) To thi s
the Revelator adds:"And God shall wipe away all tear s
from their eyes ." (Rev. 21 :4) When we hear of illnesses we
pray for the kingdom, because Isaiah says of that day, "Th e
inhabitant shall not say, I am sick ."—Isa . 33:24

When we hear of homeless and starving people we long
for the kingdom, remembering that it is written,"They shal l
build houses, and inhabit them" (Isa . 65:21), and "the earth
shall yield her increase." (Ps. 67:6) When we see th e
physically handicapped we pray for the kingdom, becaus e
"then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of
the deaf shall be unstopped . Then shall the lame man leap
as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing ."—Isa . 35:5, 6

When we hear of wars and rumors of wars, we thank
God that the kingdom is near when "they shall beat thei r
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning-
hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neithe r
shall they learn war any more ." (Isa . 2 :4) When we hear o f
entire nations denying the very existence of God, we re -
member that the time is near when, God says: "They shall
all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest o f
them" (Jer . 31:34); and "I will pour out my spirit upon all
flesh" (Joel 2 :28); and, "The earth shall be filled with th e
glory of the Lord .—Num. 14:21

With Eden restored and made world-wide—with th e
curse upon the earth and upon mankind lifted, and wit h
perfect food again made available—all obedient persons
will live forever on the earth . And because of the bitte r
experience they have had with sin and its results, men
will want no more of it . Then, with Satan the Devil an d
his incorrigible followers destroyed, there will be a pur e
universe ; and mankind will love and obey and praise Go d
throughout the ages of eternity .
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BIBLE STUDY

LESSON FOR APRIL 7

`the airtorg of the Cross

MEMORY VERSE : And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, wil l

draw all men unto Me ."—John 12:32

JOHN 19 :17-3 0

APRIL 7 will be observed by
many churches as Palm Sunday ,
in commemoration of the time
when Jesus rode into Jerusale m
on an ass and was acclaime d
king by many of the people .
(John 12 :12-16) Today's lesso n
takes us beyond this experience
to the crucifixion . Pilate ar-
ranged that on the cross o n
which the Master was crucifie d
there should appear a title ,
"JESUS OF NAZARETH THE
KING OF THE JEWS. "

This title appeared in three
languages—Hebrew, Greek, an d
Latin . The chief priests o f
Israel objected to this inscrip-
tion, and asked Pilate to chang e
it to read, "He said, I am King
of the Jews ." Pilate 's answer
was, "What I have written I
have written," and he would
not make the demanded change .
As the title read, it put the
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Israelites in the position of hav-
ing clamored for the death o f
their king, and they did no t
like this, even though it was true.

While Jesus was hanging on
the cross, the Roman soldiers
who had nailed him there di-
vided his clothing among the m
and cast lots for his seamles s
garment . This had been foretol d
in Psalm 22 :18 . Jesus was ac-
quainted with this psalm, and
quoted from it while hangin g
on the cross—"My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me? "
(Ps. 22 :1 ; Mark 15:34) When h e
saw this prophecy being ful-
filled, it must have given him
strength, for it would serve to
assure him that the Father' s
plan through him was indeed
being carried out just as it had
been foretold .

Mary, the mother of Jesus,
was standing near the cross
during the crucifixion, as wa s
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also the Apostle John . Jesus, re-
ferring to John, said to hi s
mother, "Behold thy son," an d
to John he said of Mary, " Behold
thy mother ." This indicated
Jesus' love for his mother and
his keen sense of responsibility
toward her.

Crucifixion produces agonizing
pain, and as the end neared ,
Jesus said, "I thirst ." In re-
sponse to this request a vesse l
was filled with vinegar—Greek ,
"sour wine." A sponge wa s
dipped into this, and hyssop wa s
put upon it, and this was
pressed against Jesus' lips.

When Jesus had received the
vinegar he said, "It is finished :
and he bowed his head, and
gave up the ghost" Here agai n
the translators have endeavore d
to give to Jesus' words a mean-
ing which was not intended .
They used the word "ghost" t o
convey the idea that when Jesus
died something personal depart-
ed called a "ghost" from him .
The Greek word here mistrans-
lated "ghost" is pneuma . Its
literal meaning is "air," and it
is so used in our word pneumat-
ic, as in pneumatic tires ; that
is, tires filled with air. It was
used to describe the air we
breathe and is properly trans-
lated "breath. "

Just as he died Jesus said ,
"It is finished ." He had com e
into the world to die as th e
Redeemer of mankind, and no w
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this final aspect of his earthly
ministry was over .

Our memory verse is impor-
tant . Jesus speaks of bein g
being lifted up from the earth ,
and of drawing all men unto
him. We could think of this a s
being lifted up on the cross ;
and it is by virtue of his death
on the cross as the Redeemer
that the way is opened to dra w
all men during his thousand-
year reign, and to give them an
opportunity to live forever.
Jesus was also "lifted up" a t
the time of resurrection—lifte d
up to the divine nature ; and
from this highly exalted posi-
tion he will draw the people t o
him during his kingdom reign .
Either thought is correct.

How we rejoice that there is
yet to be such a glorious con -
summation to the divine plan !

QUESTION S

What inscription- was place d
on Jesus' cross? Why were the
high priests displeased with it?

Why might Jesus have been
encouraged by seeing his clothe s
divided ?

Why is the word "ghost" in -
correct in the expression, "H e
gave up the ghost" ?

In what sense was Jesus' work
finished on the cross?

When will Jesus draw all me n
unto himself?
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LESSON FOR APRIL 1 4

Our Response to the Risen lord

MEMORY VERSE : "Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be

unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you ."—

John 20:2 1

John 20 :-21 ; 21 :15-1 9

JESUS gave his flesh, his hu-
manity, in death, as a substitut e
for Adam. This is described by
Paul as a "ransom," meaning a
corresponding price . (I Tim.
2:3-6) Paul indicated the result
of this when he wrote, "As in
Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive."—I Cor .
15 :22

Jesus was raised from the
dead not as a human, but as a
divine being. Paul wrote that he
was "put to death indeed in
flesh, but made alive in spirit . "
(I Pet . 3 :18, Rotherham transla-
tion) Because Jesus was raise d
in Spirit, Paul wrote that now
we do not know Jesus "after
the flesh. " (II Cor . 5 :16) Jesus is
now the "image of the invisibl e
God ."—Col. 1 :1 5

In his resurrection Jesus wa s
"born of the Spirit" He ha d
explained to Nicodemus that
those who are thus "born of the
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Spirit" are like the wind, in th e
sense that they are both power-
ful and invisible . (John 3 :7,8 )
This was true of Jesus after hi s
resurrection, for he could then,
come and go as the wind, invis-
ible to the discilpes except as he
miraculously revealed himself
to them.

It is one of these special man •
ifestations that is recounted i n
our lesson. The disciples wer e
assembled on the first day o f
the week, with the doors to th e
assembly room closed, and prob-
ably locked, for fear of the
Jews. Suddenly Jesus stood in
their midst . He had entered the
room with the doors closed—
something a human could not
have done. He appeared in a
body similar to the one whic h
was crucified .

Referring to this later, John
wrote, "And many other signs
truly did Jesus in the presenc e
of his disciples" (John 20 :30 )
This appearance was a "sign"
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and did not prove that Jesus
had been raised from the dea d
in the flesh . When Mary saw
Jesus she supposed "him to be
the gardener." (John 20 :15) To
the two disciples on the way to
Emmaus he appeared as a
stranger . (Luke 24:18) It is ev-
ident that the resurrected Jesus
was able to appear in any wa y
that suited the occasion. Thomas
had said that he would not be-
lieve unless he could see the
nail prints in Jesus' hands an d
feet, so Jesus gave him the
proof he demanded . This wa s
just one of the "infallibl e
proofs" of his resurrection. —
Acts 1 : 3

After assuring his disciples o f
his resurrection, Jesus commis-
sioned them to go forth into the
world to be his ambassadors .
"As my Father hath sent me,
even so send I you," he said .
What a truly wonderful part-
nership this suggests between
the Father and the Son, and
the disciples !

When Jesus stood on the
shore of Galilee and greeted hi s
disciples following a night of
unsuccessful fishing, they agai n
did not recognize him . But
when he revealed his identit y
by a miracle similar to the on e
he had performed when som e
of them were first called to b e
his apostles, they recognize d
him. Then they assembled o n
the shore to partake of break-
fast with him. After they ate,
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Jesus addressed Peter an d
asked, "Lovest thou me more
than these?" Jesus asked Peter
essentially this same questio n
twice more. Peter becam e
grieved over this repetition, an d
said to Jesus, "Lord, thou know-
est all things; thou knowes t
that I love thee ."

An important point in thi s
narrative is the commission giv-
en to Peter to feed the Lord' s
sheep. This commission belong s
to all the Lord's people . Not on-
ly are we to make a public proc-
lamation of the truth, but w e
are also to serve our brethre n
by helping to build them up i n
the most holy faith. We are to
bear witness to the truth, and
those who respond are to be
given special consideration .
These are to be encouraged t o
faithfulness and zeal in layin g
down their lives following i n
the Master's footsteps . We are
to do as Jesus did, because we
are "sent" by him even as he
was "sent" by the Father.

QUESTION S

Was Jesus raised from the
dead as a human?

Were any of the bodies i n
which Jesus appeared to hi s
disciples his resurrection body?

What are the two aspects o f
service to which all consecrated
believers are commissioned?
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LESSON FOR APRIL 2 1

ghat 3B Wisdom?

MEMORY VERSE : "And unto man he said, Behold, the fear o f

the Lord, that is wisdom ; and to depart from evil is understand-

ing—Job 28 :2 8

JOB 28:12,13,23,28

WISDOM is the proper use of
knowledge . Our lesson pertains
particularly to wisdom with re-
spect to our relationship to God ,
and here our memory vers e
gives us a very meaningful def-
inition—"The fear of the Lord,
that is wisdom." The word
"fear" as used here does not
contain specially the thought o f
dread, but more particularly
that of reverence . To reverence
the Lord is to hold him in hig h
esteem as the One having su-
preme authority in our lives ,
and to be quick to abide by all
his precepts and laws .

To look upon God with such
high esteem and appreciation i s
indeed a display of wisdom. The
Psalmist wrote that the fear, o r
reverence, of the Lord "is the
beginning of wisdom ." (Psa . 111 :
10) One could not have even a
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"beginning" of the wisdom from
above apart from a true rever-
ence of the Lord . Those who do
not reverence the Lord will no t
be obedient to his Word and
therefore will not have any real
guide in life except their own
wishes and preferences; and
these are often unwise .

But there should be more
than a "beginning of wisdom"
in lives of God's people . David
presents some inportant facts
concerning progress in the fear ,
or reverence, of the Lord. We
quote : "The law of the Lord is
perfect, converting the soul : th e
testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple . The
statutes of the Lord are right ,
rejoicing the heart : the com-
mandment of the Lord is pure ,
enlightening the eyes . The fear
of the Lord is clean, enduring
forever : the judgments of the
Lord are true and righteou s
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altogether. More to be desired
are they than gold, yea, than
much fine gold; sweeter also
than honey and the honeycomb .
Moreover by them is thy servant
warned: and in keeping of them
there is great reward. Who can
understand his errors? cleanse
thou me from secret faults .
Keep back thy servant als o
from presumptuous sins ; le t
them not have dominion over
me: then shall I be upright, an d
I shall be innocent from the
great transgression ."—Ps . 19 :7-1 3

Here David describes some of
the benefits of obedience to the
laws, precepts, and command-
ments of the Lord . Those who
do obey are surely wise . And,
being blessed by the wisdom of
God, they will be kept under
the banner of his love . In the
New Testament James indicate s
some of the ingredients of heav-
enly wisdom: "The wisdom tha t
is from above is first pure, the n
peaceable, gentle, and easy t o
be intreated, full of mercy an d
good fruits, without partiality ,
and without hypocrisy . And the
fruit of righteousness is sown i u
peace of them that make peace . "
—James 3 :17,18

PROVERBS 3 :13 . 1 8

In this passage Solomon i s
setting forth some of the value s
of true wisdom. "Happy is the
man that findeth wisdom," he
declares . It is more valuable, h e
says, than silver and fine gold.
"She is more precious than
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rubies: and all the things tho u
canst desire are not to be com-
pared unto her."—vs. 15

"Length of days is in he r
right hand," he continues, "an d
in her left hand riches an d
honor ." (vs . 16) So far as God' s
people are concerned, the opera-
tion of true, heavenly wisdom
in their lives leads to everlast-
ing life and to "glory, and hon-
or, and immortality."—Rom . 2 : 7

The ways of wisdom are ways
of pleasantness, Solomon fur-
ther explains,"and all her path s
are peace ." (vs . 17) This does
not mean that the Lord's peopl e
will never have any unpleasan t
experiences, nor does it imply
that their lives will always b e
tranquil and peaceful. It does
mean that they will understand
and accept the Lord 's provi-
dences in their lives, and this ,
together with God's promises ,
will give them peace of min d
and heart despite the trouble d
circumstances surrounding
them .

QUESTION S

What is wisdom ?

How is true wisdom acquired?

How did James describe th e
"wisdom from above" ?

'ia
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LESSON FOR APRIL 2 8

`the $tg nning of Wisdom

MEMORY VERSE : "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of

God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not ; an d

it shall be given him."—James 1 : 5

PROVERBS 1 :2-7 ; 3 :5-8

WISDOM, as we have seen, is
the proper application and use
of knowledge, and in this lesso n
we are reminded that "a wise
man will hear, and will increase
learning ; and a man of under-
standing shall attain unto wise
counsels ." Solomon wrote, "The
path of the just is as the shining
light, that shineth more an d
more unto the perfect day . "
(Prov . 4 :18) We could apply this
to the experience of Lord's
people generally down throug h
the ages . God's plan of salvatio n
was stated very vaguely to be -
gin with . God promised Abraham
that through his "seed" all th e
families of the earth would be
blessed .

This promised "Seed" is i n
reality the Messiah, and there
are many promises and proph-
ecies in the Old Testament
which throw light on the man-
ner in which all mankind wil l
be blessed by the Messiah . The y
reveal that first of all he woul d
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die to redeem mankind from
death; that there would be a
group, a " little flock," calle d
from the world to be associate d
with him in his kingdom. And
Paul explained that these also,
upon the basis of their faith an d
obedience, would become a part
of the blesser seed of Abraham .
—Luke 12 :32 ; Gal . 3 :8,16,27-29

Now we are living in the clos-
ing years of the Gospel Age,
and "the path of the just" i s
shining still brighter . The whole
plan of God has now been un-
folded before the Lord's people,
and they are rejoicing in it .

Individually we should also be
walking in an increasing light .
We know, for example, that
Jesus "gave himself a ranso m
for all, to be testified in due
tine." (I Tim. 2:3-6) Nothing
can change this; but as we
progress in the pathway of
light, using the Bible as a
"light" unto our feet, we be-
come more and more acquaint-
ed with the total testimony of
the Word on the subject of the
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ransom, and in this increasin g
light we rejoice .

God has promised to care
for his people and give them
strength for their every time of
need, but a lifetime is not
enough to become acquainte d
with all his Word says to assur e
us of his love and care. Never-
theless, we should be growing
in understanding and apprecia-
tion of God's goodness, and this
is increasing light.

Our understanding of the
prophecies of the Bible which
apply at the present tim e
should increase. If we are
watchful of the signs of the
times we will find that unfold-
ing events lead to a cleare r
understanding of some of the
prophecies. It would be very
unwise for any child of God to
conclude that there is nothin g
more to be learned .

It is true, of course, that we
are to "hold fast" to the thing s
which we have learned . (Heb .
2 :1) Growing in knowledge doe s
not mean giving up what we
have learned in the past an d
proved by the Word of God ,
but it does mean obtaining a
clearer grasp of those things ,
and an increased appreciatio n
of them .

A true reverence for the
Lord means that we will pu t
our trust in him and will no t
lean to our own understanding .
We know that the real source
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of all truth concerning God's
plan is his precious Word; and
while we will be glad for an y
help we can get from others in
the understanding of the Bible ,
we will accept nothing as trut h
which is not clearly substanti-
ated by the Bible . We will also
pray for understanding and wis-
dom, as our memory verse states .

In all . our ways we will delight
to acknowledge the Lord, know-
ing that through his Word he
will direct our paths. As the
Lord leads us in the pathway of
increasing light, we will kno w
that our expanding knowledge
is not due to our own brilliance ,
but to the further unfoldings of
his Word . We will not be wis e
in our own eyes, but will trus t
in the Lord and walk in the
paths which he outlines for us .

QUESTION S

Should we, as children of God ,
expect that through study of his
Word our understanding of hi m
and his Word will increase ?

How has "the path of the
just been as a shining light ,
shining more and more unt o
the perfect day" ?

Explain the balance between
holding fast to what we have

learned, and increasing in un-
derstanding.
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,...~,,..,~ CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRIN E

Jesus' Life of Faithfulnes s

"The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and o f

his doctrine."—John 18:19

MEANINGFUL glimpses into Jesus' faithfulness during hi s
brief earthly ministry are brought to our attention in con-
nection with his trial, first before the religious leaders o f
his day, and then before the civil authorities . Following the
Master's arrest in Gethsemane he was taken before th e
high priest . Jesus was asked by the high priest to tell about
his disciples, and of his doctrine . Doubtless the high priest
thought that in complying with this request he would say
something which could be construed as blasphemy .

Jesus' reply to this request is revealing. He said, "I spice
openly to the world ; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in
the temple, whither the Jews always resort ; and in secret
have I said nothing. Why asketh thou me? ask them whic h
heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, they know
what I said ." (John 18 :19-21) Jesus had not waited until the
close of his life to bear witness to the truth. A faithful
witness before the high priest would not in itself hav e
proved the Master's faithfulness, although it was a fitting
climax to his entire faithful ministry of the truth .

Jesus came to be "the light of the world ." To fulfil this
function it was essential that he let his light shine b y
teaching the people the great truths of his Father's plan ,
and he faithfully did this from the beginning of his minis -
try. While only a minority of those to whom Jesus wit-
nessed ever accepted and acted upon his teaching, the y
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had learned about them to such an extent that he believe d
the high priest could have his question answered simply
by asking the Jewish public .

This was undoubtedly true. The Psalmist, in a prophecy
concerning Jesus, puts these words in his mouth : "I have
preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I
have not refrained my lips, 0 Lord, thou knovvest . I have
not hid thy righteousness within by heart ; I have declare d
thy faithfulness and thy salvation : I have not concealed thy
loving-kindness and thy truth from the great congrega-
tion ."—Ps . 40:9, 10

The high priest was not satisfied with Jesus' answer, s o
he questioned him further . Matthew reports him as saying :
"I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether
thou be the Christ, the Son of God." Jesus' reply to thi s
was simply, "Thou hast said ." (Matt. 26:63, 64) This is what
the high priest wanted to hear from the Master, for in his
view it made Jesus subject to death for blasphemy. Jesus
knew this, yet he did not hesitate to bear witness to the
truth under these trying circumstances, even as he ha d
been faithful in declaring the kingdom message throughout
his ministry .

Before Pilate

When Jesus was brought before Pilate he was asked t o
testify as to what his activities had been . "What hast thou
done?" Pilate asked. Pilate was not concerned with th e
religious aspects of the issue . There was a considerabl e
degree of religious liberty throughout the Roman Empir e
at that time. It was all right with Pilate even if Jesus di d
claim to be the Son of God . But the accusation brought to
Pilate was that Jesus claimed to be a king . This was dif-
ferent . If Jesus were aspiring to be a king it would b e
treason against Caesar, and this Pilate could not ignore .

So when Pilate asked Jesus, "What hast thou done?" th e
question was designed to learn if Jesus had been seekin g
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to establish himself as king of the Jews . Jesus sensed this ,
and replied to Pilate, "My kingdom is not of this world : i f
my kingdom were of this world, then would my servant s
fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews : but now
is my kingdom not from hence." (John 18:36) This was
clear reasoning, and it was obvious to Pilate that Jesus was
no threat to the solidarity of the Roman Empire .

But Pilate continued his questioning—"Art thou a king ,
then?" (vs. 37) While Jesus had explained that his kingdo m
was not of this world, he fearlessly affirmed his kingship .
He replied to Pilate : "To this end was I born, and for this
cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto
the truth." Having so unhesitatingly committed himself t o
the fact that he was born to be a king, there was nothin g
Pilate could do to save Jesus, although he testified that h e
could find no real fault in this man .

And here again we find Jesus climaxing his life o f
faithfulness with this final testimony which he knew would
lead to the cross . While Jesus had not raised an army or
in other ways sought to establish himself as a king, he ha d
done much in preparation for his kingdom, and to illustrat e
what the kingdom would mean to the people when it wa s
established. Any other prisoner before the bar, if asked
what he had done, would probably have said, "I have done
nothing ." Jesus did not thus reply to Pilate, but simply
explained that his kingdom was not of this world . Actually
Jesus had spent three and a-half years doing kingdom work .

Jesus had committed no crimes that could be justly
charged against him. On the contrary, he had been active
in doing good. He.had healed the sick, cleansed the lepers ;
cast out demons ; opened blind eyes ; raised the dead . Equal-
ly praiseworthy were the gracious messages of truth whic h
he had uttered, messages which had helped to loose th e
shackles of superstition which had been fastened upon th e
Israelites by their hypocritical leaders . These works of
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grace and goodness were appreciated by many of the com-
mon people, who heard him gladly . Indeed, his popularity
rose to the point where the Pharisees became fearful tha t
if he were left alone the whole world would become his
followers .—Matt . 4:23-25; John 11 :47, 48 ; 12:19

This is why Jesus was hated by those whose positions o f
power and authority in the nation were jeopardized by his
teachings and his works of righteousness . As members of
the fallen race, motivated by selfishness and unrighteou s
ambitions, they were utterly unable to understand an d
appreciate the Master's selfless viewpoint and his untirin g
zeal for the blessing of others . To them Jesus was a misfit ,
one whose precepts and example exposed their unrighteous-
ness and in time might prevent their grasping practices .
They wanted to put a stop to his going about doing goo d
because they selfishly desired to continue their own prac-
tice of doing evil, so they cried, "Crucify him, Crucify him . "

Simplicity in Service

The spirit of selfishness which motivated Israel's leader s
was further manifested in their planned effort to make
sure that what little good they selfishly did should be seen
and heard of men. But not so with Jesus . The Spirit of Go d
which filled his life promoted a beautiful simplicity an d
straightforwardness in what he did which was calculated t o
divert attention from himself and to direct it toward hi s
Heavenly Father, the Giver of every good and perfect gift .

When the centurion came to Jesus informing him that
his servant was "at home sick of the palsy," Jesus' simpl e
reply was, "I will come and heal him." (Matt . 8:6, 7) There
was no bargaining, no request that the miracle be publi-
cized, no hint that the centurion, by accepting this favor,
would be placed under obligation . Nor was there any at-
tempt to wrest from him a pledge of future support . Jesus'
promise to heal the centurion's servant was an expressio n
of his loving desire to do good for the glory of God .
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Matthew 8 :14 reads, "And when Jesus was come int o
Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother laid, and sick of a

fever ." Again there was no show, no unnecessary ado. Here
was a woman who needed help, and Jesus helped her . After
all, the Master had come into the world that eventuall y
through him all might have health and life, and why should
the healing of Peter's mother-in-law be anything extraor-
dinary for him to do? He did not so consider it, so we read
that "he touched her hand, and the fever left her : and
she arose ."

Did Not Seek Popularit y

In Matthew 8:16 17 we read, "When the even was come ,
they brought unto him many that were possessed with
devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, an d
healed all that were sick: that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took
our infirmities, and bear our sicknesses ." It seems that al -
though Jesus made no effort to acquaint the people wit h
his miracle-working power, his fame spread, and by th e
close of this day he found himself the center of attrac-
tion, and his popularity increasing . That the Master was
not seeking this result from the good he was doing is ap-
parent from the 18th verse, which reads, "Now when Jesu s
saw great multitudes about him, he gave commandment t o
depart unto the other side . "

The plan of God reveals that in due time all men will b e
drawn to Jesus, that he is the true light which yet is to
enlighten every man that cometh into the world . But Jesus
was not desirous that the multitudes at that time be draw n
to him, especially that they not be attracted merely becaus e
of the temporary blessings he was able to bestow upon
them. The drawing of all men in due time is to be based
upon the fact Jesus would be lifted up as man's Redeemer .
This supreme example of love, even the sacrificing of life
that the world might have forgiveness of sin, will be th e
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real drawing power for those who come unto God through
Jesus. To have divine favor it is necessary not only to ap-
preciate the unselfish sacrifice of the Master, but to par -
take of the spirit of unselfish love which prompted it .

Untiring Service
The good works of the Master were not occasional inci-

dents, but his life's habit. He was never too occupied to
give heed to the needs of those who came to him for help .
Not only did he use the miracle-working power of Go d
which was at his command to heal the sick and raise the
dead, but he gave of his own strength as well . So unselfish-
ly and generously did he thus give, that his perfect human
body was practically worn out at the close of his short
ministry of three and one-half years .

In a general way Jesus' ministry was on behalf of all
Israel. In this respect he considered it a privilege to do
good unto all, as later suggested by the Apostle Paul .
(Gal . 6:10) However, he was particularly interested in his
immediate disciples . These were being prepared to carry
forward the work of the Gospel Age after the Master re -
turned to heaven, and a part of their training was in the
observance of his life of unselfishness in giving his atten-
tion and energy so unstintingly on behalf of others .

In His Step s
Jesus said to his disciples, "He that believeth on me, the

works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than
these shall he do ." (John 14:12) Those who are filled with
the Master's Spirit of self-sacrifice and are faithful in fol-
lowing him into death by laying down their lives fo r
others will, in the kingdom, share with him in the work o f
healing all the sick and raising all the dead. The healing o f
the sick in that day will be permanent, and those who ar e
awakened from the sleep of death shall have the opportun-
ity of living forever if they will be obedient to God's laws .
Thus all the true followers of Jesus will truly share wit h
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him in doing works far greater than those which he per-
formed at his first advent.

But even now, and in order that we may demonstrate
the spirit by which we are controlled, God gives us th e
opportunity, as ministers of the Word, to do all we can
toward the opening of spiritually blind eyes and unstoppin g
spiritually deaf ears . We also now have use of the Word o f
reconciliation to cleanse away the leprosy of sin. Those
dead in trespasses and sins may even now, by accepting th e
Gospel message as proclaimed by the feet members of th e
body of Christ, be awakened to righteousness, and hav e
their mortal bodies quickened by the Spirit to serve th e
living God .

And now, even as in the days of Jesus, those who zeal-
ously lay down their lives in thus seeking to bless thei r
fellow men will not be held in high esteem by the religious-
ly influential of our time. But it is far better that the serv-
ant of God have the reproaches of the world heaped upo n
him because of doing good, than to have to confess that ,
having been called out of darkness into the glorious light
of the Gospel of Christ, he had done nothing about it, s o
far as proclaiming the message to others was concerned .

Jesus was hailed before Pilate because he had spent his
life doing good in the Father's way . He had preached un-
popular truth, and had exposed popular error . Now the
pent-up animosity of Israel's religious leaders was bein g
heaped upon him, and he was rushed to Calvary—not be -
cause he had done wrong, nor because he had done nothing ,
but because he had spent his life doing good .

For Righteousness' Sake
It would be a tragedy, indeed, for any follower of Christ

to suffer on account of his own wrongdoing. Christian
suffering is an evidence of God's favor, one of the witnesse s
of the Spirit . But we should not confuse Christian suffering
with suffering for foolish things we might do . Christian

28

	

THE DAWN



suffering is the result of faithfulness in showing forth the
praises of the Lord through the proclamation of the great
truths of the divine plan .

It would also be tragic for a Christian, in order to avoi d
the ill will of the world, or to maintain a respectabl e
standing in his community, to refrain from faithfulness i n
proclaiming the glad tidings of the kingdom . There is no
other proper course for followers of the Master to take
than to emulate his example of faithfulness . Jesus was
consumed by the zeal of his Father's house, a zeal for doin g
good, for manifesting the same spirit of divine love which
had prompted the Father to send him into the world, that
the world through him might have life . For us not to b e
governed by this viewpoint would manifest a lack of th e
Holy Spirit, that divine energy by which the faithful fol-
lowers of the Master are conformed more and more int o
his image .

The Apostle Peter, through his association with th e
Master, observing the unselfishness of his life of sacrifice ,
and the wisdom of his methods, learned well the lesson o f
love which leads to the laying down of life for others .
Peter expressed himself on the subject, saying, "For what
glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shal l
take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it ,
ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For even
hereunto were ye called : because Christ also suffered for
us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps :
who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth . "
—I Pet. 2:20-22

Suffering with Him

We should note well the many scriptures which empha-
size that we shall reign with Christ only if we suffer with
him. But let us also remember that the only suffering
which is acceptable is suffering for doing good, not for
doing evil ; neither for doing nothing . When we suffer for
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the Lord's cause, even unto death and take it patiently an d
rejoicingly, we are thereby demonstrating our wholeheart-
ed devotion to God and to the spirit of divine love which
must rule supreme in all those who will be blessed with
life everlasting .

It will be the church's privilege during the Millennium
to instruct the world in this way of life . Hence all its mem-
bers must qualify in advance to share in such a gloriou s
program of education, a program by which the knowledge
of the glory of God will be caused to fill the earth as th e
waters cover the sea . Although the world of mankind ,
while being restored to perfection, will not be called upo n
to suffer for doing good, they will, of necessity, need t o
learn and to practice the principle of love in their dealing s
with others .

This is revealed in the Master's explanation of the Para-
ble of the Sheep and the Goats. To those who qualify a s
"sheep" in this parable the statement is made, "Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared fo r
you from the foundation of the world." (Matt. 25:34) Jesus
explains that the basis for the acceptableness of thes e
"sheep" is the fact that they had manifested an interest i n
others. They had not busied themselves in acts of kindnes s
in the hope of receiving a reward, but had co-operated i n
the restitution work then in progress because they ha d
imbibed the Spirit of God who had planned it .

These "sheep" had been so wholehearted in the mani-
festation of the love which ruled in their hearts that the y
were surprised to learn that what they had been doing ha d
earned God's approval, and the privilege of entering into
everlasting life in the restored paradise . We say "earned" ;
actually, life was provided for them through the ransom ,
but by their faithfulness in displaying the characteristic s
of divine love in their lives they proved worthy to ente r
into the life which had been purchased for them by the
blood of Christ .
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Bringing the example of Jesus' faithfulness back to our -
selves, may Pilate's question to the Master, "What bas t
thou done?" serve as a reminder that there is indeed
something good for us to be doing, and that by doing it
we may prove worthy to suffer with Christ now, and late r

to live and reign with him .

THE 1968 MEMORIAL SUPPER DAT E

The Jewish calendar establishes the 14th of Nisan, for 1968 a s
April 12, which, according to biblical custom, begins at sundown
the evening before . This means that the appropriate time for
the Memorial Supper will be Thursday, April 11, after 6 :00 p .m .

For Your Newspape r

WHEN A MAN DIES

To be discussed by

"FRANK AND ERNEST"

KBIG—740 kc .—10:00 A . M .

Sunday, April 2 1

Tune in this informative discussion ,
and send for a copy of the fre e
booklet, "When a Man Dies ."
Address :

"FRANK AND ERNEST "
Box 60, Dept . N, General Post Offic e

New York, N . Y. 10001

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DOCTRINE

To the left is a suggestion fo r
a small advertisement in you r
local newspaper. This outline
is designed for two inches i n
one column.

MAY TOPIC : On Sunday,
May 19, "Frank and Ernest "
will discuss the topic, "Life
Beyond the Grave," As usual,
special circulars will be avail -
able for advertising this special
program, and you are invited to
send for as many as you ca n
use. Address your request to ,
The Dawn, East Rutherford ,
New Jersey . 07073
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TEN CENT BOOKLETS—12 for $1 .00

God's Plan for Man—A series of
twenty-three Bible lessons.

Israel in History and Prophecy—Re-
veals the prophetic significance o f
the present rebuilding of Palestine .
Christ's Thousand-year Kingdom —
Shows that the reign of Christ is fo r
the blessing of all mankind .
Our Lord's Return—Reveals manne r
and purpose of Christ's return .

A Royal Nation—Deals with British -
Israel doctrines .
God and Reason—Shows how God' s
plan solves world problems .
The Truth About Hell—Examines ever y
text containing the word hell .

The Grace of Jehovah—Reveals God' s
provision for Adam and his race .

The Kingdom of God—Documente d
evidence that it is near.

Creation—Examines the Genesis ac -
count of Creation .

Hope Beyond the Grave—Presents the
Bible's teachings concerning the soul,
spirit, heaven, hell, and paradise .

God's Plan—An illustrated outline o f
the divine plan of the ages.

When a Man Dies—Answers the ques-
tion, Where are the dead ?

Science and Creation—Reveals th e
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God Has a Plan—A brief presenta-
tion illustrated in color .

Why God Permits Evil—A satisfyin g
message of comfort.

FIVE CENT BOOKLETS—25 for $1 .00
Armageddon, Then World Peace—Dis-
cusses prophecies relating to our day .

Jesus, the World's Savior—A portrai t
of the character and work of Jesus.
The Light of the World—Identifies
the true witnesses of Jehovah, an d
of Jesus .

The Church—Shows from the Bible
how to become a member of th e
true church .
Born of the Spirit—Shows that ther e
is a Spirit begetting and also a
Spirit birth .
Divine Healing—Shows that eventu-
ally all the sick will be healed .

The Day of Judgment—Presents hop e
for the unsaved dead .

Reincarnation Versus Resurrection —
Shows that life after death is throug h
the resurrection, not reincarnation .

Your Adversary, the Devil—Answers
many questions concerning the Devil .

What Can a Man Believe?—Reveal s
manner in which the Bible answers
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Spiritualism—Answers the question ,
Can the living talk with the dead ?

How God Answers Prayer—A com-
forting and reassuring presentation .

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—An un-
derstandable, scriptural explanation .

Life After Death—Presents a brigh t
future for all mankind .



Informative and Devotiona l

FIVE CENT BOOKLETS, Continued :

Peace Through Christ's Kingdom—
Shows that Christ's Kingdom is th e
world's only hope .

Hope for a Fear-filled World—
Shows that the human race is not
to be destroyed .

The Future of Israel and the World —
Shows that there is a bright hope
for Israel and for all mankind .

The Blood of Atonement—Reveal s
relationship of Christ's death to th e
hope of salvation .

CLOTH BOUND BOOKS
GOD'S PROMISES COME TRUE—Con-
tains forty-eight Bible stories, wit h
illustrations . Cloth bound, $2 .0 0

DAILY HEAVENLY MANNA—Contain s
a Bible text and comment for ever y
day, and ruled pages for birthda y
records . Cloth bound, $1 .0 0

TABERNACLE SHADOWS--Presents th e
significance of the sacrificial service s
of the tabernacle erected by Moses .
Cloth bound, 50 cents

"BEHOLD YOUR KING"—Deals wit h
the prophecies pertaining to the
manner, time, and purpose of ou r
Lord's return and second presence .
One hundred and fifty-two pages,
cloth bound, 50 cents

HYMNS OF DAWN—Choice collectio n
of 360 favorite hymns, with music .
Cloth bound, $1 .00

"THE BOOK OF BOOKS"—Outline s
format, and explains general theme s
of the Bible, tracing these theme s
from book to book, and from th e
Old Testament to the New Testament .
Three hundred and twenty pages ,
cloth bound, $1 .0 0

SONGS IN THE NIGHT—An appro-
priate text and comment for every
day in the year, designed to provid e
spiritual strength and courage. Clot h
bound, $1 .00

"STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES" —
Six volumes. See inside back cove r
for details .

"Hope"—A message of comfort for

	

Faith of Our Fathers—Discusses Cath -
the bereaved . Twelve copies for

	

olic doctrine. One hundred an d
25 cents, including mailing envelopes .

	

three pages, 15 cents each .

IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Various booklets and books are available in the following foreign languages :
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concerning literature available in any of these languages will be furnishe d
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THE BRITISH SECTION

gui1�e's

lake Eee

"Which of you, intending t o
build a tower, sitteth not dow n
first, and counteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient t o
finish it? Lest haply, after he
hath laid the foundation, and
is not able to finish it, all tha t
behold it begin to mock him ,
saying, This man began to
build, and was not able to
finish ."—Luke 14 :28-30

WHEN Jesus spoke thes e
words, a "tower" was a place
of defence or observation ,
erected on a high place, o r
in a vineyard (see Matt . 21 :33 )
to defend from enemies . It
was made high so as to be
able to see an enemy when h e
approached; and strong, so that
it could not easily be taken .

For us to profit from the
wonderful lesson contained i n
this scripture we shall need t o
consider its context, Luke 14 :
26, 27, 33 : "If any come to Me,
and hate not [love not less]
his father, and mother, and
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wife, and children, and breth-
ren, and sisters, yea, and hi s
own life also, he cannot b e
My disciple . And whosoever
doth not bear his cross, and
come after Me, cannot be My
disciple . . . . Whosoever he be
of you that forsaketh not al l
that he hath, he cannot be
My disciple . "

To be a disciple of Chris t
signifies much more, both i n
the way of responsibility an d
of advantage, than many real-
ise. Our Lord's words are
very explicit in defining th e
terms of discipleship to b e
nothing less than a full, com-
plete consecration of all tha t
we have and are, to the will
of God . Notice how the Apostl e
Paul expresses it in Roman s
12 :1 : "I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies o f
God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which i s
your reasonable service . "

And we are required to
build : "As ye have therefore
received Christ Jesus the Lord ,
so walk ye in him: rooted an d
built up in him ." (Col . 2 :6, 7 )
Weymouth's rendering is, "As
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therefore you have receive d
the Christ, even Jesus our
Lord, live and act in vita l
union with him; having the
roots of your being firmly
planted in him, and continu-
ally building yourselves u p
in him . "

Ye Are God's Buildin g

It is the Apostle Paul wh o
points out that the true
Christian is "God's building,"
also that each individual i s
to take heed how he builds .
(1 Cor. 3 :9, 10) And the lesson
taught in verses 12 and 13 i s
that we should build with the
right kind of material sym-
bolised by "gold, silver, pre-
cious stones" ; not with the
wrong kind, represented by
"wood, hay, stubble," because
this work shall be proved by
fiery trials as to "what sor t
it is . "

When we are accepted a s
members of the true church
through consecration, justifi-
cation, and a begetting of th e
Holy Spirit, we have the Lord' s
assurance that he will, through
the means of his holy Word
and Spirit, supply us with all
the help and material that we
need for our building, if we
will but reach out and make
use of what he has so gra-
ciously provided .

BRITISH SECTION

If we are faithful there will
be an abundance of incentives
to continued faithfulness, and
divine grace to help in tim e
of need . And how wonderfully
assuring it is to know tha t
"divine power hath given unt o
us all things that pertain unt o
life and godliness"; and that
our loving Heavenly Father i s
able to do for us "exceedin g
abundantly above all that w e
ask or think, according to th e
power that worketh in us ."—
II Pet . 1 :3 ; Eph . 3 :20

Be Diligent

Not only are we to "take
heed" how we build Christia n
character, but we are also to
give "all diligence" in connec-
tion with this growth and full
development, being "con-
formed to the image" of God's
dear Son .—Rom. 8:29

We may think of the Apostl e
Peter's exhortation, recorded
in II Peter 1:5, as related to
the early part of our building
work. He says, "Giving all
diligence, add to your faith
virtue" ["fortitude," see
Diaglott], a quality indicating
the courage of our convic-
tions, prompting us to give a
witness for the Lord and hi s
truth at every suitable oppor-
tunity, either as an individual,
or in association with other s
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of the household of faith . Such
a witness, humbly and faith-
fully given, will help to pro-
duce a firm basis of character
built upon Christ, the founda-
tion of all our hopes; for
other foundation than this can
no man lay, if he would come
to God with acceptance .

Then Peter says, we must
add to our fortitude "knowl-
edge." (II Peter 1 :5) Progres s
in the narrow way cannot b e
maintained unless we grow in
knowledge, obtained by a con-
tinual study of the Word o f
God, resulting in increasin g
appreciation of the Lord' s
promises, and the opening of
the eyes of our understandin g
to ever new beauties in the
divine plan. Our being led
more and more into the dee p
things of God's Word increase s
its sanctifying influence ,
brightens our hopes, an d
brings us an ever increasin g
measure of the Holy Spiri t
with its incentive to press f or-
word along the Christian way .

By this means the Lord sup-
plies us with more and more
of the valuable material wit h
which to build . On the con-
trary, a failure to respond to
the promptings of the Lord's
Spirit in the foregoing direc-
tions, will tend toward a

quenching of the Spirit, result-
ing in the possession in a di-
minishing measure of the vital
material we need in order t o
build, and a slower progress
in the erection of the symboli c
"tower" to which we hav e
set our hand .

Peter also exhorts us to add
to our knowledge "self-con-
trol" (II Peter 1 :6, R. V. mar-
gin); that is, the development
of that quality which brings
us more and more into accord
with the increasing light and
knowledge shining upon our
pathway . This, too, is a quality
which should be exercised a t
all times, and in all places ,
enabling the new creature t o
make the mortal body it s
servant for the performanc e
of the will of God. The need
for special watchfulness alon g
the lines of self-control is sug-
gested by the Apostle Paul' s
words: "The flesh lusteth
against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh : and
these are contrary the one to
the other." (Gal . 5 :17) By the
exercise of such watchfulness ,
the flesh fails to gain an
advantage over the "new
creature," and our building
progresses . We grow up into
Christ .

The Apostle Peter further
exhorts that we add to ou r
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self-control "patience," re -
minding us that the good work
of building, once begun, mus t
continue, in spite of all ap-
parent hindrances in our path -
way; for it is he that endures
unto the end that shall b e
saved . To our patient endur-
ance we are to add "piety "
(I1 Pet . 1 :6, Diaglott) ; that is ,
an increasingly reverential
attitude towards heavenly
things .

The world has a saying ,
"Familiarity breeds con-
tempt," and this may be tru e
of some of the things that
people see often, or with whic h
they have more contact tha n
is desirable . But the more th e
Lord graciously reveals him-
self to his people, opening to
us the wonders of his love, the
treasures of wisdom an d
knowledge hidden in Christ ,
the more it should help us to
add "piety" to our spiritua l
building ; an ever greater rev-
erence for holy things, prompt-
ing us to walk more and more
humbly in our pilgrim journey .

Another sterling quality tha t
we are exhorted to develop is
"brotherly kindness" (II Pet .
1 :7), or "love of the brethren "
(see R. V.). Here, we hav e
some of the most valuable an d
important material with which
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to build. While "knowledge"
(apart from grace) puffeth up,
"love builds up" (compare
Diaglott, I Cor . 8:1) . If "love
of the brethren" is associate d
with all our activities an d
service towards the Lord' s
people we will realise more
personal progress .

Such a course also mean s
that we are using some of the
most valuable material the
Lord places within our reach
for the building of our spirit-
ual structure, "that new man ,
who according to God, has
been formed in righteousness
and holiness of the truth . "
(Eph. 4:24, Diaglott) Indeed ,
without incorporating this
material, the building could
not possibly be brought to a
successful completion .

Peter's final words regard-
ing qualities to be added to
our faith indicate that w e
must develop within us th e
highest form of love. (II Pet .
1 :7, Diag .) This is the meaning
of the Greek word used here .
It is a love that is comprehen-
sive enough to take in all
mankind, even our enemies .
This is the highest attainmen t
of Christian character. This
love is very patient, very kind .
It knows no jealousy; makes
no parade ; gives itself no airs ;
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is never rude; never selfish ;
never irritated; never resent-
ful . Is never glad when others
go wrong . It is gladdened by
goodness ; always slow to ex-
pose; always eager to believ e
the best ; always hopeful ; al-
ways patient .—I Cor. 13:4-7 ,
Moffa t

Thus, "being rooted and
grounded in love" (Eph. 3 :17),
or, as indicated elsewhere,
rooted and built up in Christ
(Col . 2 :7), we finally, by divin e
grace, attain "unto a full
grown man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulnes s
of Christ."—Eph. 4:13, R. V.

Be Ye Steadfast

Reverting to the Second
Epistle of Peter, the first
chapter, we note in verse 1 0
some wonderfully reassuring
words; indeed, here is a guar-
antee that if we do certain
things as stated in the context
(verses 5 to 10), we "shall
never fall . "

Concerning the beautiful
qualities to be added to our
faith, we are to give all dili-
gence, and also specially to
notice Peter's continued ex-
hortations to faithfulness
throughout our earthly pil-
grimage. Verse 8 reads, "Fo r
if these things be in you, and
abound, they make you tha t
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ye shall neither be barren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge o f
our Lord Jesus. "

The next verse (9), gives a
note of warning : "But he that
lacketh these things is blind,
and cannot see afar off, and
hath forgotten that he wa s
purged from his old sins . "
The Greek word translated
"purged," and its context (ac-
cording to other renderings )
seem to refer, not merely to a
purging, purification, or
cleansing that happened in the
past when we first came to the
Lord, as might be understood
from the above Authorise d
Version, but refer also to a
daily cleansing, here and now .
The Diaglott translation is :
"For he who is not possesse d
of these things is blind, clos-
ing his eyes, having become
forgetful of the purification of
his old sins ." The Revise d
Version reads, "Having forgot-
ten the cleansing from hi s
old sins . "

What are these "old sins" ?
They are those sins still being
harboured, still being retained
within us. The Scriptures
speak of them in various ways,
for example : the "old leaven, "
"the leaven of malice and
wickedness" ; (I Cor . 5:8) also
"the old man, which is cor-
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rupt according to the deceitful
lusts ." (Eph. 4:22) From our
Father's Word we have learned
that such sins are to be pu t
away from us ; indeed they are
to be put to death . To use
other language : "Beloved, le t
us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness i n
the fear [reverence] of God . "
(II Cor . 7:1) Again, "As obedi-
ent children, do not confor m
yourselves to the former lust s
in your ignorance, but as h e
called you is holy, do you als o
become holy in all your con-
duct ."—I Pet . 1 :14,15, Diaglott .

In order that the develop-
ment or building of ou r
Christian character progresse s
satisfactorily there is to be
more than the "additions" t o
our faith . (I Pet . 1 :5-7) There
must also be taking plac e
within us a progressive puri-
fication work, otherwise it
would be possible for the dis-
tressing picture described b y
Jesus in parable form to be-
come true with us, and that
all beholding the unfinishe d
spiritual structure would begin
to deride, saying, "This man
began to build, and was not
able to finish." (Luke 14:30 )
"This man" has lost sight of
the urgent need for the con-
stant cleansing and purifica -
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tion of self ; it does not concern
him now, as it did at one
time. And, to quote fro m
II Peter 1 :9, Professor Young' s
translation, he "is blind, dim-
sighted, having become forget-
ful of the cleansing of hi s
old sins. "

The next four verses in
Peter's epistle emphasise that
the lesson given here is of
vital importance . We quote
verses 10 to 13: "Wherefore
the rather, brethren, give dil-
igence to make your callin g
and election sure : for if ye do
these things, ye shall neve r
fall : for so an entrance shall
be ministered unto you abun-
dantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord an d
Saviour Jesus Christ . Where -
fore I will not be negligent to
put you always in remem-
brance of these things, though
ye know them, and be estab-
lished in the present truth .
Yea, I think it meet, as long
as I am in this tabernacle, t o
stir you up by putting you
in remembrance . "

Later in this epistle we read ,
"Beware lest, . . . being led
away with the error of th e
wicked [the unsettled, per
Young] [ye] fall from your
own steadfastness. But grow
in grace, and in the knowledge
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of our Lord and Saviour Jesu s
Christ ."—II Peter 3 :17, 1 8

During the building of ou r
spiritual Christian characte r
there will be opposition from
the world and the flesh ; also
from the Adversary, whom w e
are to "resist steadfast in the
faith," remembering that "i f
God be for us, who can be
against us?"—I Peter 5 :9 ;
Rom. 8 :3 1

We are being given an op-
portunity of proving the sin-
cerity of our consecration to
God. Our zeal, our steadfast-
ness, and our earnest endeav-
ours to be "built up" into the
image of God's dear Son are
being put to the test. In al l
this we shall need a goodly
measure of the Holy Spirit ,
which our Father will be

pleased to give us . (Luke 11 :13 )
We are exhorted to ask for it
and to be filled with it ; bein g
conscious of the fact that b y
emptying ourselves more an d
more of the natural fallen
tendencies our capacity to re-
ceive more and more of the
Holy Spirit will be increased .
We can be assured that "a s
many as are led by the Spiri t
of God, they are the sons of
God." (Rom. 8 :14) And if w e
"walk" in the Spirit we shall
not fulfil the lust of the flesh .
—Gal . 5 :1 6

Jesus, through the Revela-
tor, exhorts : "Be thou faithful
unto death, and I will giv e
thee a crown of life ." "To him
that overcometh will I grant
to sit with me in my throne . "
--Rev. 2:10; 3 :2 1
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TALKING THINGS OVER1

Christ Is Rise n

"He is not here: for He is risen, as He said . Come, see th e
place where the Lord lay."—Matthew 28 : 6

IN APRIL the professed Christian world will commemorate
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead . There will
be special and appropriate music in the churches ; there
will be parades ; and more people will attend church o n
Easter Sunday than on any other Sunday during the year .
However, in the nonfundamentalist churches little will be
said to affirm the fact that Jesus really was raised fro m
the dead, the reason being that large numbers of the
clergy, especially the prominent ones, do not believe that
he was resurrected .

But those who still believe in the inspiration of the Bible ,
and in its accounts of the many miracles which took plac e
in those ancient times, rejoice to know that Jesus wa s
raised from the dead by the power of his Heavenly Father .
They rejoice in this assurance because they realize that
if Jesus was not raised from the dead then we have n o
basis for faith that there will be a future life for anyone —
not even for Christians .

There were some in the church in Paul's day who di d
not believe that Jesus had been raised from the dead .
Paul addressed himself to these, saying, "Now if Chris t
be preached that he rose from the dead, how say som e
among you that there is no resurrection of the dead?
But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Chris t
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not risen: and if Christ be not risen, then is our preachin g
vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are foun d
false witnesses of God; because we have testified of Go d
that he raised up Christ : whom he raised not up, if so be
that the dead rise not . For if the dead rise not, then is not
Christ raised : and if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain ;
ye are yet in your sins . Then they also which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished . If in this life only we have
hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable . But now
is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruit s
of them that slept."—I Cor. 15:12-20

The Angelic Announcement

The resurrection of Jesus was a miracle—the greatest
miracle of all times . The angelic announcement of hi s
resurrection was also a miracle . The holy angels of heave n
have been used extensively by the Heavenly Father to
convey instructions to his people here on earth, and t o
minister in other ways in connection with the outworkin g
of the divine plan for human salvation. And thus we find
that angels were used to herald the birth of Jesus to th e
humble shepherds on the Judean hills .

Now that Jesus had been raised from the dead, an ange l
was the first to announce the fact and he gave instructions
to the women who had come to the tomb early in th e
morning of that memorable "first day," that they should go
quickly and tell his disciples and explain to them that
Jesus would go before them into Galilee . Obediently, they
departed in haste to bear these glad tidings, being filled
with "fear and great joy ."—Matt . 28 : 8

We can understand to some extent the "great joy" o f
these highly honored women when we consider th e
circumstances that led up to the happy surprise whic h

awaited them at Jesus' tomb, where the angel met them
and announced that their Lord was no longer dead. For a
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time it seemed incredible, although the angel reminde d
them that this was just what Jesus had foretold . Doubtless,
when they took time to ponder this reminder by the ange l
it helped to reassure them, for they had learned to hav e
great confidence in everything their Master said .

A Blessed Associatio n

Jesus' association with his followers had not been a long
one, his entire ministry in the flesh having lasted only three
and one-half years. But every day of those three and one -
half years had been an impressive one . While compara-
tively few actually became Jesus' disciples, many thousands
had learned to know him favorably, for he went abou t
doing good, showing no partiality as to who should be th e
recipient of his blessings .

To those who believed on him he was truly the Messia h
of promise . They were convinced of this for many reasons .
They had witnessed the miracles which he performed .
On many occasions they had listened enraptured to the
gracious words with which he set forth the vital truths
pertaining to the kingdom of God . He presented the Gospel
of the kingdom in a kindly, understanding manner, but
nevertheless with firmness, and he spoke with authority .
The scribes and Pharisees, long considered to be th e
intelligentsia of the Jewish religious world of that time ,
were no match for the Master. Time and again they wer e
left speechless when with their "catch" questions they trie d
to embarrass him before his disciples and before the public .

Every moment that Jesus ' followers were with him wa s
blessed and sacred . Knowing that he was the foretold
Messiah, they expected that he would soon commence t o
exercise his kingly authority, and they believed that they
would be associated with him in some prominent way in hi s
kingdom. Little did they realize that their Master would b e
with them for so short a time. They knew that Jesus ha d
enemies, but they did not realize that he would voluntaril y
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surrender to them and make no attempt at his trial to re-
fute the charges which they hurled against him.

Difficult to Understan d
Many of the things which Jesus said and did during th e

last few days before his crucifixion were difficult for hi s
disciples to understand in view of their messianic hope s
concerning him. Vaguely, some seemed to comprehend tha t
he would be taken away from them, but none were reall y
prepared for what actually happened . All were stunned ,
and for the time being, apparently not even one of Jesus '
disciples remembered clearly the several statements tha t
he had made to them which indicated that he expected no t
only to die, but also to be raised from the dead .

The two disciples whom the resurrected Jesus met on th e
way to Emmaus seemed to have pondered somewhat th e
possibility that Jesus might be resurrected, for when the y
related the cause of their sadness to the "Stranger" who
joined them as they journeyed—that the One whom the y
verily believed to be the Messiah had been cruelly put to
death on the cross by his enemies—they added that it was
then the third day since this had occurred . (Luke 24:21 )
The manner in which this statement was made suggests the
possibility that they had not forgotten the Master's promis e
concerning the raising up of the temple of his body-in thre e
days. (John 2:19-21) But, not knowing that he was eve n
then alive, this hope too had now perished .

To Jesus' followers his death meant much more than th e
sudden loss of a dear friend whom they had learned to lov e
and who unquestionably loved them. With his death their
hopes of the near establishment of the messianic kingdom
also died . His apostles had given up all to follow him, an d
now there was no one to follow. The tender affection of th e
women who went early to the tomb to care for thei r
Master's body was not easily erased . Their love lingered ;
but their friend, their teacher, their Master, was dead .
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"Great Joy"

Can we not, then, imagine the "great joy" which must
have stirred the very souls of these women when the y
heard the angel's announcement that their Master was n o
longer dead, that he was alive again, that he would go
before them into Galilee, and that there they would se e
him! Probably they would have liked to tarry there at th e
tomb with the angel, and from him obtain more detailed
information concerning what had taken place ; for seeming-
ly they were not at first wholly convinced . The angel, how -
ever, did not permit them to tarry but instructed them to
"go quickly, and tell his disciples . "

There are times when the Lord's people receive vita l
information regarding the divine plan when it might b e
proper to tarry and ponder over its meaning, and to make
sure that every detail is properly understood. But there are
other times when they are called upon to "go quickly" an d
carry the good news to others . It was this high honor of
being ambassadors for the Lord that was entrusted to the
women who went early to the tomb on that "first day"
morning. Later they could take time to ponder over an d
discuss the meaning of the astounding news which they
had just heard from the lips of the angel who greeted the m
at the Master's tomb; but the important thing at the mo-
ment was to "go quickly, and tell his disciples . "

Many Miracles

In the outworking of the divine plan for human redemp-
tion and recovery from sin and death, the resurrection o f
Jesus from the dead was the most outstanding event tha t
had thus far occurred . There had been many miracles pre-
vious to this time—crossing the Red Sea ; the manna in the
wilderness ; passing over the Jordan ; the capture of Jericho ;
the defeat of Israel's enemies on various occasions ; the
awakening of the Shunammite's son by Elisha, and man y
others . Jesus himself had been instrumental in performin g
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many miracles, even the awakening of some from the slee p
of death. But his own resurrection surpassed them all ; for
not only had the Heavenly Father raised him from the
dead, but he had given him the divine nature, high abov e
angels, principalities, and powers, and every name that is
named.—Eph. 1 :18-22

The Holy Spirit had not yet been given, so neither th e
women who went early to the tomb, nor any of the other
disciples, were able to comprehend spiritual things . At the
time, it was enough to be assured that their Master was n o
longer dead. But while the announcement of the angel
made a great impression on the women, they were no t
fully convinced by this alone . Mark's account states that
they "fled from the sepulchre," that "they trembled and
were amazed," and also that they were "afraid . "—Mark 16 :8

This account does not contradict Matthew's concernin g
their "great joy." Mingled with their fear, there was joy .
This commingling of fear and joy must have caused the
women to be greatly excited, so that when they conveye d
to the disciples the angel's message that Jesus had bee n
raised from the dead, they probably did not do so in a ver y
convincing manner, for the disciples decided that the
women's accounts were merely "idle tales ."—Luke 24 :1 1

Appeared to Mary

The exact sequence of events is not too easily trace d
from the various accounts of what occurred that "firs t
day." Perhaps Mary Magdalene tarried at the sepulchre fo r
a brief time after the other Mary started on her mission to
tell the disciples what the angel had reported to them; or
perhaps she came back a little later . In any event, it was t o
her, and near the tomb, that Jesus first revealed himself .
She did not recognize him from his appearance, but whe n
he called her by name in the tone of voice with which she
was familiar, she knew that it could be none other than her
Master. But how different he was !
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"Touch me not," he said to her, explaining that he ha d
not yet ascended to his Father . He commissioned her to go
and tell his disciples that he would ascend to his God and
Father, and to their God and Father . (John 20:17) In one
of the most intimate and blessed seasons of fellowshi p
Jesus had earlier enjoyed with his disciples, he had tol d
them that he would go to his Father and that the Father
would send them the Holy Spirit as a Comforter . (John
14:26, 29) No one but Jesus had ever talked to them in thi s
manner before, and they would now know, therefore, tha t
no one but the Master could possibly send them such a
message .

Aside from convincing them that he had been raised from
the dead, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit was to be th e
first major blessing the disciples would receive from their
resurrected Lord. But the Holy Spirit could not be sent t o
them until Jesus ascended to the Father and appeared in
his presence for them. "I will pray the Father," Jesus had
promised them, "and he shall give you another Comforter . "
(John 14:16) This petition was evidently presented by Jesu s
to the Father when, entering the antitypical most holy, h e
presented the merit of his sacrifice on the antitypica l
mercy seat .

The Greek word "touch" here used by Jesus was on e
often used in the Bible to denote the making of contact
with another in order to receive a blessing . For example ,
the woman who touched the garment of the Master re-
ceived strength, while Jesus sensed that "virtue" had gon e
out of him. (Mark 5:25-30) The miraculous blessings the
people had received from Jesus were of an earthly, or
physical, sort . But now the emphasis was to be on spiritua l
blessings, which would be imparted to the body members o f
Christ by means of the Holy Spirit . Jesus had been raised
from the dead, not to continue his program of physical heal-
ing, but to begin the spiritual development of the church .
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Jesus was no longer a human himself, and his blessing s
were not to be bestowed upon the basis of human relation -
ships . The Apostle Paul wrote that while some had known
Christ after the flesh, "henceforth know we him [so] n o
more." (II Cor . 5 :16) So Jesus said to Mary, "Touch me not, "
I am different now, and the blessings which I promised
cannot be given until I ascend to my Father and present t o
him the merit of my shed blood . Then the Holy Spirit will
be given, as I have promised, and those who receive it will

enter into the spiritual joys of a new age, joys and blessing s
which will be the common heritage of all those who love

me and keep my commandments .

Other Appearances

Jesus appeared to his disciples on several other occasions ,

and under different circumstances, but he continued to
maintain the aloofness that was displayed to Mary . This

must have seemed strange to them . However, these variou s

appearances did serve the purpose of convincing them that
their Master had truly been raised from the dead . Luke

wrote concerning this : "To whom also he [Jesus] showe d
himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs ,
being seen of them [his disciples] forty days, and speakin g

of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God ."—Acts 1 : 3

And how wonderful it must have been when the Hol y

Spirit of promise did come upon them at Pentecost and
their minds were thereby enlightened! Then they under-
stood that Jesus, who had been put to death in the flesh ,
had been made alive as a glorious divine being, invisible t o

human eyes . There was no longer any uncertainty in their
minds as to their proper relationship to him . The Apostle

John wrote, "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and i t

doth not yet appear what we shall be : but we know that

when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see

him as he is ."—I John 3 : 2
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And it is this highly exalted, divine Christ, that we look
up to today as our Elder Brother, our Advocate, and our
Head. He does not appear to us in different forms as h e
did to the disciples during those forty days between hi s
resurrection and his ascension ; but he does appear to us
through the divine Word—that precious Word which re-
veals the virtues of his character, and the glory to which h e
was exalted when raised from the dead . He also appears to
us through the "sure word of prophecy ; whereunto ye do
will that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dar k
place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your
hearts . "—II Pet . 1:19

Because we can see Jesus through the fulfilment of th e
sure Word of prophecy, we can now rejoice in the assur-
ance of his second presence, and realize that we are at the
very threshold of his glorious kingdom—that kingdom
which the early disciples at first supposed would b e
established in their day . Truly, that great miracle of his
resurrection more than nineteen centuries ago should mea n
more to us now than it could possibly have meant to thos e
first disciples prior to their receiving the Holy Spirit— al -
though it re-established their faith in his messiahship, an d
renewed their hope of one day living and reigning with him.

We are happy also that the commission, "Go and tell, "
has been given to us even as it was given by the angel to
the women who went early to the tomb of Jesus that firs t
day of the week so long ago . And what a blessed message
we have to announce . Not only is it our privilege today to
reaffirm the fact of Jesus' resurrection, but added to tha t
we can proclaim that he has now returned and is setting
up his kingdom, and that soon, through the agencies of that
kingdom, all the families of the earth are to be blessed
with peace, and health, and life everlasting .

Yes, we are authorized to tell the people that Jesus will
reign until he has put all enemies under his feet, and tha t
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the last enemy to be destroyed is death.—I Cor . 15:25, 26

When the disciples were first told by the women that
Jesus had been raised from the dead, they considered i t
to be an idle tale . Many people think the same about ou r
message today . Later, thank God, they will know different-
ly; and we will rejoice that it was our privilege to give them
the witness of the kingdom now near .

Unlike the women on that "first day" more than ninetee n
hundred years ago, our joy is not mingled with fear . We
see the conditions in the world that are filling the hearts
of the people with fear, but we do not "fear, though th e
earth be removed, and though the mountains be carrie d
into the midst of the sea." (Ps. 46 :2) The conditions whic h
cause the world to fear simply give us reason to rejoice ,
because they mean that our deliverance and exaltation wit h
Jesus draweth near. When in the "first resurrection" we
are exalted to be with Jesus we will see him as he is, an d
share with him in the glorious work of showering blessing s
of restitution upon all the families of the earth . Surely we
have much to tell out to the people, and what a joy it is t o
tell the whole world these blessed tidings !

J WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS

APRIL 4—"Let us walk honest-
ly as in the day ."—Romans 13 :1 3
(Z . '03-122 Hymn 315)
APRIL 11—"Let us walk, .
not in rioting and drunkenness . "
—Romans 13 :13 (Z . '03 .123 Hymn
145 )
APRIL 18—"Beloved, think i t
not strange concerning the fiery
trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing hap-
pened unto you. But rejoice ,
inasmuch as ye are partakers

of Christ's sufferings ; that whe n
his glory shall be revealed, ye
may be glad also with exceedin g
joy ."—I Peter 4 :12, 13 (Z . '96-3 1
Hymn 67 )
APRIL 25—"Without faith it is
impossible to please Him : for
he that cometh to God must
believe that He is, and that H e
is a rewarder of them tha t
diligently seek Him."—Hebrew s
11 :6 (Z . '00-139 Hymn 35 )
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	 ViPi YARD ECHOE S

The Mission to Israe l
Brother Ray Krupa's Report

THERE is no country in the world that is as interesting t o
the Christian as Israel. There Bible history was made .
There you behold the landscape that Abraham, Isaac, an d
Jacob beheld . There you walk in the very places where our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ walked while on earth .

Because there is so much interest in Israel, Charter Oak
Telepictures, the producers of our Bible Answers tele-
vision programs, suggested that The Dawn make som e
films of the Holy Land . As a result, on February 5 a group
left for Israel to take pictures to be used in at least four
new television programs .

While Israel looks small on the map, it is actually muc h
larger than it seems . Since June 5, 1967, as a result of th e
Six Day War, some dramatic changes have taken place .
The most meaningful to the Israelis is that the divided
city of Jerusalem has been reunited . Additionally, the
Israeli flag now flies over the west bank of the Jordan, th e
east bank of the Suez Canal, over the Gaza Strip, and o n
the Syrian heights commanding the Jordan Valley . In less
than one week the area under Israeli jurisdiction tripled .
From 7,990 square miles of territory they now posses s
26,000 square miles .

On Wednesday, June 7, 1967 the Israeli troops stoo d
within the walls of the ancient city of David . When Radi o
Israel announced that Jewish soldiers were at the Wailin g
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Wall—the western wall of the Second Temple—the nation

wept for joy . For the first time in nearly 2,000 years the
Jews were in possession of their most sacred shrine .

For generations devout Jews made pilgrimages to the
Holy Land in order to be able to visit the Wailing Wall .
This would often be done at a great cost of money an d

strength. When Jerusalem was partitioned in 1948, and th e
old city came under the jurisdiction of Jordan, the Jew s
were not permitted to visit the Wailing Wall . After the
Six Day War the condition that had existed for twenty years
suddenly changed. On one Sabbath 200,000 Jews visited the
Wall. Their reaction was one of great joy, which manifested
itself in flowing tears.

A huge area has been cleared around the Wailing Wall .
Dilapidated buildings have been torn down to make room
for the daily visitors . Additionally, the orthodox segment
has set up little stalls, or tables, from which prayer book s
are rented. This new development does not add to the
beauty of the surroundings. However, devout Jews may be
found reading their prayers at the Wall while "business as
usual" goes on about them .

Many new buildings have been constructed in recen t
years . Among them is the beautiful Knesset Building
where the 120 members of Israel's parliament deliberat e
the legislative problems that confront them . Another is th e
Hadassah Medical Center, which is not only a hospital bu t
also houses the Hebrew University Medical School . Student
nurses from African and Asian countries take specia l
courses at the hospital which will enable them to serve and
train others in their native country. A number of new
hotels have also been recently built in order to accommo-
date the heavy tourist trade .

The land itself is also changing in appearance . The Bible
speaks of it as "a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, an d
fig trees, and pomegranates ; a land of oil olive, and honey . "
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(Deut . 8:8) It is also a land of oranges, date palms, bananas ,
avocados, guavas, mangoes, cotton, sugar beets, and various
vegetables . And now flowers have become a large export
item for Israel.

The Negev, which is in the southernmost part of Israel ,
comprises close to a half of the country's area—and it is
largely a desert wilderness . The development of the Negev
is one of Israel's major aims . Large sums of money have
been spent to bring water by pipeline from the source o f
the Jordan River in the north to the sandy wastes of the
Negev in the south . Immigrants are being settled in new
towns throughout the desert to work the irrigated ground
and mine the abundant mineral deposits . Beersheba, th e
"capital of the Negev," may soon become Israel's fourt h
largest city after Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, and Haifa ,

The population in Israel is still increasing, although no t
as rapidly as before . At present there are about 2,700,00 0
people in Israel . Forty-one percent of them are native-bor n
Sabras—prickly pears (thorny on the outside, but sweet on
the inside) . The balance of the people have come from a
hundred different countries . Many Arabs live in Israel and ,
generally speaking, they fare well under Israeli adminis-
tration. The old city of Nazareth is principally an Arab
town .

The attitude of the people, particularly after the Six Da y
War, is one of great confidence in their own arms . At the
moment, they feel that their air force and their pugnaciou s
army are capable of taking on any antagonist .

Beersheba

Our travels for pictures began in Beersheba . This is a
city that has played an important part in the lives of th e
patriarchs . They wandered over the surrounding hills an d
valleys, which are much the same today as they were 4,00 0
years ago. It was in Beersheba that Abraham met
Abimelech . "And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and gav e
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them unto Abimelech; and both of them made a covenant .
. . . And he said, For these seven ewe lambs shalt thou tak e
of my hand, that they may be a witness unto me, that I
have digged this well . Wherefore he called that place
Beersheba; because there they sware both of them ."—Gen .
21 :27-31

Isaac also dwelt amongst the wells of Beersheba, as di d
Jacob. Later the tribe of Simeon received Beersheba an d
the surrounding land when it was divided .—Josh. 19 : 1

As we continued through the great expanse of the Negev
we were impressed with the vastness of the wilderness .
Along the way we would notice an occasional Bedouin tent .
We were told that the entire Negev sustains some 30,00 0
Bedouins whose main livelihood is derived from breedin g
camels and cattle . They are divided into nomadic tribes ,
each with its own grazing territory, with a sheik as th e
head of the tribe .

Hebron

We also visited Hebron, one of the most ancient citie s
in the world . Abraham also lived in this area, and it wa s
here that Sarah died . "And after this, Abraham buried
Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah before
Mamre: the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan ."—Gen .
23 :19

The Cave of Machpelah is one of the most sacred shrine s
in Israel . Access to this place was restricted in the pas t
because it has been in Jordanian territory. Since the Six
Day War, Israelis can now freely visit Hebron, and the Cav e
of Machpelah, where not only Sarah is said to be buried ,
but Abraham, Isaac, Rebecca, Jacob, and Leah .

Rachel, the especially beloved wife of Jacob and th e
mother of Joseph and Benjamin, was not buried in the
Cave of Machpelah . Her tomb is along the road that goe s
from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. (Gen. 35:19) To this day
visitors stop at the "pillar" upon her grave . One of the
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most meaningful citations from the Bible is displayed a t
the tomb of Rachel . It is from Jeremiah 31:15-17: "A voice
was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping ;
Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforte d
for her children, because they were not . Thus saith the
Lord; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from
tears : for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord ; and
they shall come again from the land of the enemy. And
there is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy child-
ren shall come again to their own border."

The Jews apply this prophecy to their return from "the
land of the enemy" to which they had been scattered . How -
ever, in the New Testament the foregoing words of the
Prophet Jeremiah are applied to the slaughter of the child-
ren that was ordered by Herod when he tried to kill earth' s
coming King while still a babe . (Matt . 2:16-18) How thank-
ful we are for the broader appreciation that is ours con-
cerning Jeremiah's prophecy that not only will thos e
infants killed during Herod's day be returned "to their own
border," but all those in their graves will be resurrected ,
for the promise is that "they shall come again from th e
land of the enemy [death] . "

Bethlehem

David was born in Bethlehem, and spent his early days
as a shepherd tending his father's flocks over the Judean
hills . It was near Bethlehem that he was anointed king b y
the Prophet Samuel . From there he went to Hebron, where
he reigned as king for more than seven years before he
took Jerusalem and made it his capital .

In Micah 5 :2 the prophet speaks of an even greater King .
"But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be littl e
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel ; whose
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting ." And
so it was that Mary and Joseph traveled from "Nazareth,
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into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is calle d
Bethlehem." (Luke 2 :4) It was there that Mary brought
forth her first-born son and named him Jesus, as she had
been instructed by the angel .

A huge church marks the place where tradition says
Jesus was born . The Shepherds' Field is nearby, where the
angel of the Lord came upon the shepherds abiding in the
field . "The glory of the Lord shone round about them : and
they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fea r
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy ,
which shall be to all people . For unto you is born this da y
in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord ."—
Luke 2 :9-11

As our journey progressed we stopped at Shiloh, where
Eli the priest served, and where Hannah brought youn g
Samuel to minister . We then went on through what wa s
once Samaria to Shechem, which lies between the moun-
tains of Gerizim and Ebal . An unfinished monastery i s
built at Jacob's will, where Jesus met the Samaritan woma n
from nearby Sychar, now called Askar .—John 4 :5-9

Galilee

Within Galilee lies the richest soil in Israel . Although
there are many craggy hills in Galilee, the valleys are fer-
tile, and cultivated. Most of Israel's collective farms are in
this region .

Overlooking lower Galilee are three sites sacred to
Christian pilgrims: Nazareth, Cana, and Mount Tabor. From
Nazareth one can head directly to Tiberias and the Sea o f
Galilee .

A few miles north is the area where Jesus performed the
miracle of the loaves and fishes . Also near the Sea o f
Galilee is the Mount of Beatitudes, where Jesus gave hi s
well-known Sermon on the Mount .

Jesus spent much time in Capernaum ; but today it is a
graveyard of old stones . There are still clear traces of the
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layout of a second-century synagogue, probably built ove r
the one where Jesus preached .

One of the most interesting places in the upper Galilee
area is Hazor— the site of the biblical Hazor . It was the
most important town in northern Canaan and one that was
destroyed by Joshua (Josh . 11 : 10, 11), but rebuilt by
Solomon.—I Kings 9:15

We then moved on to Tel Aviv, Israel's largest city . It is
a modern town, humming with activity . Nearby is Jaffa--
old Joppa—which in antiquity was an important seapor t
and a gateway into Israel.

The Bible records that "Jonah rose up to flee into
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and went down to
Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish."—Jonah 1 : 3

The Apostle Peter visited Joppa often because Simon th e
tanner, Tabitha, and other brethren lived there.—Acts 9 :36 ;
Acts 10 : 5

Caesarea

Along the Mediterranean Sea, south of Haifa, are th e
ruins of ancient Caesarea . It was the capital of the Romans
in Palestine for about 500 years . King Herod the Great
founded the city about 22 B. C., and named it in honor o f
Augustus Caesar .

One of the most interesting archaeological discoverie s
in Caesarea was made in 1961 . At that time a Roma n
amphitheatre was unearthed and a fragment of a Roma n
inscription was brought to light . It mentions Emperor
Tiberius and Pontius Pilate. This is the first archaeological
evidence of the famed procurator of Judaea under whos e
rule (A. D. 26-36) Jesus' crucifixion took place .

Jerusalem

When you leave the coast and go up to Jerusalem yo u
are in splendid company . For thousands of years men and
women have made that same journey and have seen those
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same landmarks . This would include Jesus and his disci-
ples, the prophets of old, and many other faithful childre n
of God .

As we approach Jerusalem we find that we are beginning
to climb, for the city rests in the hills of Judaea. The pines
and the cypress trees cling close to the road, and occasion -
ally big boulders, and much stony ground, show throug h
the trees. In reality, there are no spectacular views o f
Jerusalem; but the landscape, the hills, the sky, and the
endless variety of stones are spectacular . Jerusalem seems
to grip your heart more profoundly than any other city i n
the world. There seems to be a sense or feeling of holines s
hovering over the old city, and the new .

The most noticeable sight in the old city is the golden
dome of the Mosque of Omar—the Dome of the Rock. In
days gone by this was the temple area. But what is even
more meaningful is the fact that it was Mount Moriah . In
Genesis 22 :2 the instructions of the Lord to Abraham were ,
"Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest ,
and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there
for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I
will tell thee of ." We can hardly think of this event with-
out calling to mind that "God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth i n
him should not perish, but have everlasting life ."—John
3 :1 6

Outside the walls of the old city is a hill that vaguel y
resembles the outline of a skull . "On a hill far away stoo d
the old rugged cross, the emblem of suffering and shame . "
At the foot of this hill is what is called the Garden Tomb .
It is believed by some to be the genuine sepulchre of Christ .
It matters little where the exact location of the tomb is .
The important fact is that Jesus was raised from the dead
to become the living Savior of the whole world of mankind .

The sights to photograph in Jerusalem are almost end-
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less. There is the Wailing Wall, David's tomb, the ancient
stone wall that surrounds the old city and its many gates ,
Gethsemane, the Mount of Olives, the Kidron Valley, th e
Pillar of Absalom, the tomb of Zechariah, the Valley o f
Jehoshaphat, and many, many others .

Interviewing the Prime Ministe r

One of the interesting developments of our mission was
our filmed interview with Prime Minister Levi Eshkol .
Among the questions asked the Prime Minister was : "Do
you believe there can be `peace on earth, good will to men '
on the borders of Israel in your lifetime?" He answered b y
saying that the big question is what will be his lifetime !
Mr. Eshkol expressed the belief that eventually peace wil l
come; that the nations will realize that spending billion s
for armament will not avail, and that if this wealth were
used for the betterment of mankind the condition of the
people would greatly improve. We are thankful to kno w
that the Scriptures assure us that our Heavenly Father wil l
bless all the families of the earth through the agency o f
his kingdom, and that he guarantees that "the desire o f
all nations shall come ."

Interviews were also filmed with Professor Yigael Yadin ,
Israel's foremost archaeologist and former Chief of Staf f
of the Israeli Army, and Teddy Kolleck, the Mayor of
Jerusalem .

In Psalm 48:12, 13 the Lord says, "Walk about Zion, an d
go round about her . . . . Mark ye well her bulwarks, con-
sider her palaces ; that ye may tell it to the generation fol-
lowing." This is what we did. We walked—and rode —
throughout the Holy Land taking pictures for our Bible
Answers television programs, so that the message of God' s
plan could be told, not only to the "generation following, "
but to all those who will hear . It is our hope that th e
mission to Israel will result in honor and glory to our lovin g
Heavenly Father .
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	 LI9URQUESTIONS)

Why the Evil ?
Why is the world filled with
violence, war, injustice, an d
trouble ?

Basically, the many evils in
the world today are due to
human selfishness, and to th e
fact that Satan, the Devil, i s
"the prince of this world . "
(John 14:30; Gal. 1:4) The
reign of sin, selfishness, an d
death has continued to plagu e
mankind since the transgres-
sion of our first parents in the
Garden of Eden .

Today, however, there is ad-
ditional trouble, for we are
living at the end of the age,
and the time of our Lord' s
second presence . This is the
time foretold by Jesus when
he said, "Then shall be grea t
tribulation, such as was not
since the beginning of the
world to this time, no, nor
ever shall be. And excep t
those days should be short-
ened, there should no flesh b e
saved ."—Matt . 24 :21, 22

Rulers of the world know
that if a third general conflict
should break out among the
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nations virtually all mankin d
would be destroyed, even as
Jesus foretold . For this reason
the major powers of earth are
doing all they can to avoid a
world war, even submitting to
many indignities perpetrated
by small and great nations, in
order not to produce a world-
wide conflict .

We believe that the great
increase of crime, the riots ,
the race wars, and the revolu-
tions which are rampan t
throughout the earth today
are all a part of the "grea t
tribulation" foretold by Jesus .
To us it is a token that the
full establishment of Christ's
long-promised kingdom is near.

Consecration
Why do we use the wor d
"consecration" when it is no t
found in the New Testament ?

As we all know, there were
no English words at all in the

original manuscripts of th e
Bible . Our English Bibles are
merely translations, both o f
the Old and the New Testa-
ments . The word "consecra-
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tion" simply means "dedica-
tion ." It is proper to say that
we consecrate ourselves to
the Lord, and it is also proper
to say that we dedicate our-
selves to him. Both words
imply a willingness and deter-
mination on our part both to
know and to do the Lord' s
will . The Heavenly Father' s
will is that we take our cross
and follow Jesus' sacrificia l
footsteps into death, trustin g
in divine grace to help us in
our every time of need .

A Time Accepted

What is "the acceptable yea r
of the Lord" referred to i n
Isaiah 61 :2?

The acceptable year of the
Lord is referred to again in
Isaiah 49 :8, which reads : "Thu s
saith the Lord, In an accept-
able time have I heard thee ,
and in a day of salvation hav e
I helped thee : and I will pre-
serve thee, and give thee for
a covenant of the people, t o
establish the earth, to cause to
inherit the desolate heritages. "
The Apostle Paul quotes fro m
this text, applies it to the
followers of Jesus, and ex-
plains, "Now is the accepted
time ; behold, now is the da y
of salvation."—II Cor. 6 : 2

YOUR QUESTIONS

The "acceptable year of the
Lord", then, or the "accepte d
time," is the Christian era i n
the plan of God during whic h
God accepts the sacrifice of
those who dedicate themselves
to do his will by following i n
the footsteps of Jesus . Thei r
sacrifice is made holy and ac-
ceptable through the merit o f
Christ's righteousness .

The Rest of the Dea d

Revelation 20 :5 reads, "Bu t
the rest of the dead lived no t
again until the thousand years
were finished . This is the firs t
resurrection ." Does this not
prove that the wicked dea d
will not be awakened fro m
death until the completion o f
the thousand-year reign o f
Christ?

The statement, "The rest of
the dead lived not again until
the thousand years were fin-
ished" is not in the older
Greek manuscripts of th e
Bible, and is therefore spuri-
ous . The very purpose of th e
thousand-year reign of Chris t
is to restore the world of man -
kind to life, and to give all a n
opportunity, through obedi-
ence and belief, to live forever .
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SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS1
These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn .
Their services are furnished free upon request . Address your request to
Dawn Bible Students Association, East Rutherford, N. J . A visit wil l
be arranged when possible .

SAM BAKE R
Detroit, Mich .

	

Apr . 6, 7

EDWARD E . FAY
Detroit, Mich .

	

Apr . 6, 7

LEVI JACOBS
New London, Conn .

	

Apr . 2 1

G. M . JEUC K
York, Pa .

	

Apr . 28

A . H . KRUMPOL T
Sayville, N . Y .

	

Apr . 7
New Haven, Conn .

	

2 8
Waterbury, Conn .

	

2 8

R . J . KRUP A
Detroit, Mich .

	

Apr . 6, 7
Pittsburgh, Pa .

	

2 8

E . K . PENROS E
Yuma, Ariz .

	

Apr . 1
San Diego, Calif .

	

2
Eagle Rock, Calif .

	

3
El Monte, Calif .

	

4
West Los Angeles, Calif .

	

5
Los Angeles, Calif .

	

7
Long Beach, Calif .

	

8
Van Nuys, Calif .

	

9
Son Luis Obispo, Calif .

	

1 0
Bakersfield, Calif .

	

1 1
Tehachapi, Calif .

	

1 2
Fresno, Calif .

	

13, 1 4
Palo Alto, Calif .

	

1 5
San Francisco, Calif .

	

16, 1 7
Antioch, Calif.

	

1 8
Stockton, Calif .

	

1 9
Sacramento, Calif .

	

2 1
Chico, Calif .

	

2 2
Kuna, Idaho

	

2 4
Clarkston, Wash .

	

2 6
Sagle, Idaho

	

2 8
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Spokane, Wash .

	

2 9
Moses Lake, Wash .

	

3 0

G. R . POLLOC K
Detroit, Mich .

	

Apr . 6, 7

LEO POST
Detroit, Mich .

	

Apr . 6, 7

H . W . PRIC E
Moose Jaw, Sask .

	

Apr . 2
Regina, Sask .

	

3
Winnipeg, Man .

	

5- 7
Canora, Sask .

	

9, 1 0
Porcupine Plain, Sask .

	

11, 1 2
Star City, Sask .

	

1 4
Melfort, Sask .

	

1 5
Si . Brieux, Sask .

	

16, 1 7
Middle Lake, Sask .

	

1 8
Tarnopol, Sask .

	

19-2 1
Prince Albert, Sask .

	

22, 2 3
Saskatoon, Sask.

	

2 4
Luseland, Sask .

	

25, 26
Kelowna, B . C .

	

2 8
Penticton, B . C . Area

	

29, 3 0

RICHARD SURAC I
Wallingford, Conn .

	

Apr. 1 4

STEPHEN SURAC I
Hartford, Conn .

	

Apr . 2 1

H. J . TIEMEYE R
Philadelphia, Pa .

	

Apr . 1 4
Allentown, Pa .

	

2 1

F. S. WASSMAN N
Detroit, Mich .

	

Apr . 6, 7
Baltimore, Md .

	

28

C . R . WEIDA
Catawissa, Pa .

	

Apr . 7

W. N . WOODWORT H
Detroit, Mich .

	

Apr. 6, 7
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The listings in this schedule
ecclesias co-operating with th e

JOHN BARACO S
E . Liverpool, Ohio

	

Apr . 1 4
NICK BARACO S

Duquesne, Pa .

	

Apr. 7
WILLIAM G. BLON G

Chico, Calif .

	

Apr . 2 8
C . M. CHUP A

Chatham, Ont .

	

Apr . 2 1
JOSEPH FENCHA K

Connellsville, Pa .

	

Apr . 7
Duquesne, Pa .

	

2 1
IRVING C . FOS S

Riverside, Calif .

	

Apr . 2 1
Ontario, Calif .

	

2 1
Covina, Calif .

	

2 8
TUNIS GERY

San Diego, Calif .

	

Apr . 1 4
CARL HAGENSIC K

Covert, Mich .

	

Apr . 2 1
JOHN G . HULL, JR .

Bakersfield, Calif .

	

Apr . 14
GENE JEZUI T

Aurora, III .

	

Apr. 7
St . Louis, Mo .

	

2 1
DANIEL KAZIAK

Western Mich .

	

Apr . 1 4
EDWARD G . LOREN Z

Santa Ana, Calif .

	

Apr . 14

have been arranged by loca l
Dawn .

ADAM MISKAWIT Z
Minneapolis, Minn.

	

Apr. 2 1
(Cedar Ave . )

MICHAEL R . NEKOR A
Sacramento, Calif.

	

Apr . 7
ARTHUR NEWEL L

Beloit, Wis.

	

Apr . 7
Saginaw, Mich .

	

2 1

FRANK NIEMCZA K
London, Ont .

	

Apr . 1 4
H . W. OSTRANDE R

San Francisco, Calif .

	

Apr . 1 4
HARRY PASSIO S

Detroit, Mich .

RAY RAWSON
Saginaw, Mich .

GILBERT L . RIC E
Fullerton, Calif .

	

Apr . 2 8
NORMAN F . RIC E

Polo Alto, Calif .

	

Apr . 1 4
R . S . SEKLEMIA N

Antioch, Calif .
GEORGE TABAC

Gary, Ind .
J . I . VAN HORN E

Connellsville, Pa .

	

Apr . 2 1
L. W. ZBI K

Adrian, Mich .

	

Apr . 2 1

Apr. 6, 7

Apr. 7

Apr . 2 1

Apr. 2 1

TAPE RECORDING FOR MEMORIA L
A special tape recording is being prepared for the use of

isolated brethren and small groups at their Memorial Service .
These special recordings will be sent to all who request them ,
and without charge . All that we ask is that the tapes be re-
turned after the Memorial . Address your request to The Dawn,
Recorded Lecture Service, East Rutherford, New Jersey 0707 3

THE GENERAL CONVENTIO N
The Bible Students General Convention will be held Augus t
10-15, this year . Plan now to attend !
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	 CONVENTIONS1
An asterisk (*) indicates an immersion service is being planned.

DETROIT, MICH ., Apr. 6, 7—Sokol

	

PITTSBURGH, PA., Apr. 28—Bellevu e
Cultural Center, 23600 W. Warren, YMCA, 629 Lincoln Ave . Mr . James
Dearborn Heights, Mich . Mr . Henry

	

H . Passios, RFD 3, Box 68, Wexford ,
F . Kwolek, 38231 Richland, Livonia,

	

Pa . 1509 0
Mich .

	

BOSTON, MASS ., May 4, 5—May 4 :
*WILMINGTON, DEL ., Apr . 6, 7—

	

Arlington Street Church, corner of
Brandywine Junior College Campus,

	

Boylston St. May 5: State Suite ,
Rt . 202 near Talleyville, Del . Mrs .

	

Sheraton Plaza Hotel, Copley Sq .
Peter Kolliman, 404 W . 31st St .

	

Miss Florence B . Child, 64 Thurston
LOS ANGELES, CALIF ., Apr. 7—

	

St ., Somerville . Mass.
Masonic Temple, 933 S. Hoover St . GRAND RAPIDS, MICH ., May 4, 5 —
Mr. A. W. Abrahamsen, 700 S .

	

Associated Bible Students of Western
Hobart Blvd ., Apt . 207.
MONESSEN, PA ., Apr. 7—Croatia n
Hall, 1053 Schonmaker Ave . Mr .
Jack Morgan, 202 Oakland Ave . ,
Charleroi, Pa .
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Apr . 13, 1 4
Columbia Heights Field House, 53 0
Mill St ., N . E . Mrs. C. R . Newham ,
678 40th Ave ., N . E .
FRESNO, CALIF ., Apr . 20, 21—De l
Webb's Townehouse, 2220 Tulare St .
Mrs . Wm. H. Ostrander, 4302 E .
Sierra Madre, E .
CINCINNATI, OHIO, Apr . 21 —
Brotherhood of Railway Clerks Bldg . ,
Court and Vine Sts . Mrs Margaret
Ellis, Route 1, Box 71, Melbourne ,
Ky. 4105 9
CLEVELAND, OHIO, Apr . 21—YWCA ,
1710 Prospect Ave . Mrs. Ian M .
Cipperley, 1539 Genessee Rd .
COLUMBUS, OHIO, Apr . 21—South-
ern Hotel, S . High and E . Main Sts .
Mrs . Josephine Ewing, 273 S . Al-
gonquin Ave .
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Apr . 21 —
!OCT Hall, 2922 Cedar Ave. Mrs .
Doris Borowiec, 10410 Fifth Avenu e
Circle .
CHICAGO, ILL ., Apr . 28—Centra l
Masonic Temple, 912 N . LaSalle St .
Mr. Edmund Jezuit, 4327 S. Christian a
Ave .
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Michigan . Kenowa Hills High School ,
3950 Hendershot, N . W . Mrs . Ear l
VanderBoegh, 821 Roger, N . W.
KANSAS CITY, MO ., May 4, 5—The
Athenaeum, 900 E . Linwood Blvd .
Mrs . John Bacher, Route 1, Green -
wood, Mo .
NEW ALBANY, IND . - LOUISVILLE ,
KY ., May 11, 12—Amalgamated Bldg .,
1614 Spring St ., New Albany, Ind .
Miss Mary B . Longest, 202 Alcott Rd . ,
Louisville, Ky ., 4020 7
CHATHAM, ONT., May 12—Mr.
Joseph E . Day, 136 William St., Nort h
HARTFORD, CONN ., May 12—Od d
Fellows Hall, 510 Wethersfield Ave.
Mrs . Anthony Latina, 270 Hills St. ,
East Hartford, Conn .
*ROCHESTER, N .Y ., May 18, 1 9

VANCOUVER, B . C ., May 18-20
TOLEDO, OHIO, May 19
WEST NEWTON, PA ., May 1 9
SAYVILLE, N.Y ., May 30—Memoria l
Day .
CHICAGO, ILL ., May 30-June 2

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF ., (Asilomar) ,
May 30-June 2

CHARLOTTE, N . C ., June 8, 9

SILVER CREEK - GRAND ISLAN D
NEBR ., June 22, 23
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-
The first of these "keys" to the Bible was written n7ore tha n
seventy-five years ago, the lost in 1904 . They continue to be the

outstanding text books on the Bible for our day .

s The Divine Plan of the Ages, clod,, 75 cents,
paper, 50 ant s

e The Time Is at H ,nd, cloth, 75 cent s

e Thy Kingdom Cone, cloth, 75 , .set s

e The Bottle of A nfageddon, ck,th, 01 .2 5

ee The Atonement Between God and Man, cloth ,
01 .25

• The New C cation, clod :, ;1 .25

Question Books for Volumes 1-3, 10 cents each ;
Vo .umcs 46, 15 cents eac h

SIX VOLUMES, OVER 3,000 PAGES, CLOTH BOUND, $5 .0 0
I'.
l="

An Excellent Gift

Especially for Childre n

GOD'S PROMISES COME TRU E

This is a book of hi . ie stories for children -forty-e:igl ;t l ies -
cOc1 st i i _s,

	

env i!1 e'o cc>lors : Tl :c sfariE

	

bccti~ n-rl l
with creation ond including the more important episode s
rr child in boo the Old and New Testaments, are told
in a style which 1 ak' s 1het?i easily understood by children :
and also interesting to trove;s-ups . Above aI! they are
free from the traditional errors of the Dark Ages . The
Gospel-pure book is a p propriate for every ,lilt 'occasion .

255 PAGES

	

7x10 INCHES, CLOTH BOUND

	

$2 .00

Studie s

in th e

Scriptures



to us the

SCRIPTURES
dearly teach

That the church is "the temple of the living God"—peculiarl y

"his workmanship" ; that its construction has been in progress

throughout the Gospel age. --ever since Christ become the world's

Rederur ;er end the chief corner stone of this temple, throug h

which, when finished, God's blessings shall come "to all people, "

and they find access to him-I Cor . 3 :16, 17 ; Eph . 2 :20-22 ; Gen .

:8 :14 ; Gal . 3 :2 9

thot meentl :ne the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrate d

believers .n Christ's atonement for sin progresses, and when th e
lust f these "living stones," "elect and precious, " shall hov e
been made= ready, the great Master Workman will bring al l
together in the first resurrection ; and the temple shall be fille d
will-; his glory, cmd be the meeting place between God and me n
th,oughout the Millennium . -Rev . 15 :5-8

1hat the basis of hope for the church and the world lies in th e
fact that "Jesus Christ, by the grace of God tasted death fo r
every matt," ''a ransom for all," and will be "the true light whic h
lighteth every mon that cometh into the world," " ;n due time "
---Heb. 2 :9 ; John 1 :9; I Tim . 2 :5, 6

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her lord ,
"see him as he is," be a "partaker of the divine nature," an d
share his glory as his joint-heir .--1 John 3 :2 ; John 17 :24 ; Rom .
8 :17; II Pet. 1 : 4

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of th e
saints for the future work of service to develop in herself ever y
grace ; to be God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be
the kings and priests in the next age .—Eph . 4 :12 ; Matt . 24 :14 ;
Rev 1 :6; 20 : 6

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledg e
and opportunity to be brought to oil by Christ's millennial king-
dom--the restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the will-
ing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorifie d
church--when all the wilfully wicked will he destroyed .---Acts 3 :
19-23 ; Isaiah 35
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