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*“Too Much Power”

¥ T A PRESS conference
late in January, Presi-
: 4% dent Truman, in an-
swermg questions concerning the
strike situation in America, ob-
served that in his opinion both
the industrialists and the labor
unions had “too much power.”
He then stated that the interests
of the public come ahead of the
interests of any group, and that
it was the business of govern-
ment to protect the interests of
the public. In a few words this
means that in the opinion of the
President of the United States
the government may consider it
to be in the public interest.to
take over industry. A practical

application -of this point.of view -

is the seizure of the meat pack-
ing plants by the government
in order that the people may
have meat.

This represents a very inter-
esting development of viewpoint
since the days .of .the French

Revolution. At that time the
Queen of France, the repre-
sentative head of what constitu-
tional government remained,
when told that her subjects were
demanding bread, gave out word
that if they didn’t have bread
they could eat cake. The opera-
tion of the same principle in con-
nection with the growing meat
shortage due to the meat pack-
ers’ strike would have meant an
indifferent statement by the
President advising the nation
that if no meat were available
the people should eat chicken. or
turkey. Instead of that, he took
over the packing plants and gave
the people meat. '

True, the seizure of industry
by the government does not
guarantee the protection of pub-
lic interests. This has been made
evident in the case of the strike
of tugboat operators in New
York harbor. These men re-
fused to work even for the gov-



THE DAWN

ernment until their demands

were satisfied. Consequently,
New York City was to suffer by
serious ' shortages of fuel and
food. But at least the govern-
ment is not oblivious to the needs
of the people, even though the
best remedies are not always—
perhaps seldom—used.

Yes, times have changed—at
least in some parts of the world
—and in America the executive
branch of the government seems
desirous of protecting the inter-
ests of the public in so far as it
is possible to do so. Obviously,
however, the government may
not always use the wisest meth-
ods, nor be able to control the
baffling problems arising out of
the contests between the “giants”
of “big business” on the one
hand and “big labor” on the oth-
er. The President’s observation
that both sides have “too much
power” might indicate that the
time will come when the govern-
ment will be powerless to act
on behalf of the public as it
should. .

What a colossal war it is that
is now being waged between
capital and labor! The nature of
most governments prior to the
first World War was such that
they would have been unequivo-
cally on the side of capital in this
great struggle. But the slow-
working, yet irresistible social

and industrial revolution that
has been going on behind the
scenes of two global wars, and
at the same time augmented by
them, has changed governmental
policy in most countries. It is
rare now for any government,
no matter in what part of the
world it may be located, openly
to take a stand against labor!

Russia is Communist; England
is Socialist; the strongest single
party in France is Communist,
the next in strength is Socialist,
the weakest of the three major
parties being the only one that
could be construed as capitalist;
and the “New Deal” government
of the United States is “left of
center.” These four powers are
at the present time controlling
almost all the rest of the world.
With the exception of South
American countries (if these are
exceptions), the “big four” gov-
ernments just mentioned are
about the only stabilized inde-
pendent ones in the world. The
other countries are either oc-
cupied by the military forces of
the *big four” or else quite di-
rectly within the orbit of their
influence.

So the result is that virtually
nowhere is labor openly opposed
by government to the advantage
of capital. The situation might
well have been quite different.
Labor, in making its demands on
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capital, might have been ignored
by governments, or the govern-
ments might have sided with
capital. In such an event-a vio-
lent uprising of labor could have
occurred, overthrowing govern-
ments. This too would have been
revolution. But as it is, in most
cases government has either pro-
fessedly sided with labor, or has
endeavored to take a middle-of-
the-road course.

But regardless of the exact
form these class struggles are
taking, we are faced with the in-
escapable fact that the social and

industrial scheme of things is un-

dergoing revolutionary changes.

All the various measures for the"

protection of labor, such as un-
employment insurance; old age
pensions, minimum' wage laws,

the forty-hour week, etc., are

representative of this change.
And the end is not yet!

The flurry of strikes in the
United States and Canada in re-
cent months is probably prompt-

ed in some measure by the

knowledge that during the war
years many new labor-saving in-
ventions were perfected, and that
their use now will tend to make
the industrialists more indepen-
_ dent of man power. This means
that in the long run there will
be less work for fewer people,
hence the need of higher wages
for the fewer hours worked.

This, of course, is only one of
the factors involved. Neverthe-
less, it isn’t difficult to see that
if selfish interests of those in
control of industry were not in-
terfered with at all, there could
come a time when the use of
machinery would bring tragedy
to the laboring classes.

At the same time, though,
there is an equalizing factor in
all this. Invention has reached
the point now where the vested
interests of the industrialists are
also at stake. For example, a-
tomic energy, it is claimed, could
even now be employed to dis-
place much of the mining inter-
ests of the country. “Furnaces”
for the use of uranium can now
be constructed which would sup-
ply power for ships, industrial
plants, public service utilities, and
central heating plants for groups
of buildings. The minimum
weight of material that could
now be used in one of these in-
stallations is fifty tons. This
means that they cannot yet be
used to. power automobiles or
private homes; but would only be
suitable for use as noted above.

Uranium is now available, it
is claimed, at three dollars a
pound, and one pound will pro-
duce as much heat as a thousand
tons of coal. Yes, there are
changes coming——changes that
will affect still more drastically
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than ever the entire fabric of
society. And these changes will
touch the lives of the rich and
poor alike. They will undoubt-
edly lead to a tighter govern-
mental control of economy, a
taking away from both capital
and labor some of their present
power.

But even this will not be a
genuine solution. At the best,
any measure which may be
adopted to cope with the grow-
ing problems of human relation-
ships posed by science and in-
vention will not be adequate to
deal with the situations to the
satisfaction of all, nor even of the
majority. In the over-all picture
we may expect increasing dissat-
isfaction, leading eventually to
complete chaos. Out of this di-
lemma divine intervention will
rescue the people through the
establishment of the kingdom of
Christ. This will be the “desire
of all nations.”—Haggai 2: 7

Religious Liberty Extended

WHETHER opposed to the
teachings of the sect calling
themselves “Jehovah’s witness-
es” or in favor of their teachings,
those who appreciate the liberty
granted in this country to all re-
ligions will be glad that through
the aggressiveness of this group,
this liberty has recently been

made officially even more com-
prehensive than heretofore, Two
cases have been brought before
the Supreme Court, in each of
which the court decided by a 5-
to-3 vote that property rights are
subordinate to freedom of re-
ligion. In one case the court de-
cided that a company-owned
town in the state of Alabama
could not legally prevent one of
the “witnesses” from distribut-
ing religious literature. The oth-
er case involved the right to dis-
tribute religious literature on
the property of a federal housing
project in Texas.

The minority of the court
claimed that it was a “novel con-
stitutional doctrine” that “the
privilege of religious exercise”
could “extend by law . . .. be-
yond public places or to private
places without the assent of the
owner.” But the majority opin-
ion, written by Justice Black and
concurred in by Justices Murphy,
Rutledge, Douglas, and Frank-
furter, declared that “when we
balance the constitutional rights
of owners of property against
those of the people to enjoy the
freedom of religion, as we must
here, we remain mindful of the
fact that the latter occupy a pre-
ferred position.”

The Christian Century, com-
menting on this decision, de-
clares that it is “a verdict which
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provides

down in this or any other coun-
try.” 'This is doubtless true, and
it is refreshing to note the satis-
faction expressed by The Chris-
tian Century over the triumph of
a group of religionists with
which they have little, if any-
thing, in common.

The Supreme Court’s ruling in
favor of “Jehovah’s witnesses”
is even more gratifying when we
realize that it goes far beyond
the conception of liberty prac-
ticed by some groups which it
protects. Powerful religious
groups, and sometimes minority
groups, advocate a religious “lib-
erty” which, when analyzed, or
seen in practice, means the right
of théir own group to practice
and promote their religious be-
liefs, while denying a similar
right to others. This sort of re-
ligious liberty has existed in
Italy, Spain, and South America
for a long time. It existed all

over Europe during the Dark .

Ages. But the Founding Fathers

of America were not .satisfied"

with such a conception of reli-
gious liberty, and:out of this dis-
satisfaction grew the religious
liberty guarantee which is writ-
ten into the Constitution of the
United States.

Under the guidance of majori-

the. broadest legal&
safeguards for the activities of a -
minority rehglous body ever laid

. liberty demands.

ty rulmgs of the ‘Supreme. ‘Court
the -American ‘version of reli-
gious_liberty is now granting a
minority group the right to
preach that all “religion is a
racket,” and is “of the devil”;
that the United States Govern-
ment itself, including the Consti-
tution, is a part of “Satan’s Or-
ganization”; that “God’s Theo-
cratic Government,” outside of
which there is no divine favor
and no hope of life; is repre-
sented on earth exclusively by
“Jehovah’s witnesses” to whom
has been given the Creator’s
sanction to condemn all and sun-
dry who do not accept their
teachings and work for their or-
ganization.

There is no question, there-
fore, but that the Supreme Court
really believes in religious liber-
ty; and it would seem that un-
less there are radical changes in
the governmental setup of this
country there is no danger of
that liberty being curtailed. It
is very easy, however, to get a
distorted view of what religious
The governing
body of a Methodist church, for
example,-is under no obligation
1o allow a minister of some other
denomination” to preach in the
Methodist pulpit.

The privately owned National
Broadcasting Company is under
no obligation to permit any par-



THE DAWN

ticular religious group to use its
broadcasting stations, hence it is
not against the principle of
Christian liberty to refuse the
use of its stations to any group
desiring to utilize them. A re-
ligious magazine cannot properly
be accused of being opposed to
Christian liberty for not publish-
ing articles which are out of har-
mony with its own teachings.
Those who have definite reli-
gious beliefs should uphold those
beliefs. It is this that the Con-
stitution of the United States
gives them the right to do, and
they should not be accused of in-
tolerance for refusing to assist in
ihe promotion of that which they
do not believe. These are all
points which we should keep in
mind in our appraisal and prac-
tice of Christian liberty. )
Religious liberty is a blessed
boon in this world of religious
confusion, but in God’s new
world of tomorrow this is one
“freedom” which will not be al-
lowed. Christ will not permit
the people to be deceived by
false religions of any kind. At
that time there will be but one
religion; world-wide. In Zepha-
niah 3:9 it is referred to as a
“pure language,” and we are told
that under the enlightening and
soul-stirring influence of this
message of pure truth, the people
will “all call upon the name of

the Lord to serve him with one
consent,” :

But in this case there will be
no doubt as to what .constitutes
the truth, the true religion. Free-
dom of religion is necessary now
because of the babel of conflict-
ing theories abroad in the earth.
But that will ‘be changed once
Christ’s kingdom is in operation.
Satan, the great deceiver, will
then be bound. The knowledge
of God’s glory will fill the earth.
God’s blessings will be mani-
fested everywhere. The way will
be - made so plain that none will
need to err. Because of these
changes the people with one ac-
cord will say, “Lo, this is our
God; we have waited for him,

.. we will be glad and rejoice
in his salvation.” (Isa. 25:9)
They will not want liberty to
worship any other god because
then their blinded eyes will be
cpened to see the one and only
“TRUE GOD” in all his glory.

World Famine

THE shortage of material for
making $10,000 wardrobes for
newly appointed cardinals of the
Catholic' Church didn’t seem to
be so tragically serious when
President Truman announced
the necessity for conserving food
supplies in the United States in
order to send larger quantities
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1o help feed the starving millions
in Europe: and Asia. Famine
conditions in the war-stricken
countries are truly serious; and
as many observers view the situ-
ation, these conditions are effec-
tively hindering genuine prog-
ress toward a permanent peace.
We get some idea of the seri-
ousness of the world’s food prob-
lem by noting the small number
of food calories available for the
people in occupied countries. In
the American section of Ger-
many the average consumer’s
ration is 1,350 calories. In Berlin
the people are reported to" be
getting about 900 calories, and in
Vienna, 850. In the French oc-
cupation zZone the ration to Ger-
mans is 900 to 1,000 calories a
day. In Poland, Finland and
France the food supply is also
far below normal. The same is
true in Japan and China. And
even in England food rationing
has again been tightened.
These calorie figures are
meaningful when we realize that
they are even below what is con-
sidered a semi-starvation diet.
For scientific purposes. a group
of conscientious objectors were
recently subjected to such a diet.
This was at the University of
Minnesota’s laboratory of physi-
ological hygiene. The daily aver-
age diet allowed in the test was
never above 1,750 calories and

- weight.

sometimes went down to 1,650.

These figures, it will' be noted,
are well above those available
for the populations of Europe
and Asia, yet these scientific
tests demonstrated that human
beings cannot continue to live
even on this number of calories.
Moreover, after six months of
such feeding the number of cal-
ories was raised to 2,250 a day,
but the “subjects” failed to gain
This indicates the a-
mount of gain that will have to
be made in world food supplies
before the teeming millions of
Europe and Asia will even be-
gin to return to normal health
of mind and body.

Scientific tests, as well as gen-
eral observation, reveal that
people whose bodies are starv-
ing for food take little or no in-
terest in other subjects. They
are not concerned about bicker-
ings of the United Nations. Es-
tablishing war guilt at Nurem-
berg holds no interest for them.
Dictatorship and democracy are

.alike to such, as long as they are

hungry and their bodies are
wasting away for need of food.
A starvation society is being

‘produced, with a starvation men-

tality and starvation values.

As an illustration of the atti-
tude of the starving, we have re-
ports of American soldiers who
suffered in German prison



THE DAWN

camps. It is said that magazines
furnished by the Red Cross went
unread in spite of the fact that
time often weighed heavily on
the prisoners’ hands. But, say
the reports, food advertisements
in these magazines were worn,
studied over, and. dog-eared, as

though the men vainly tried to

fill their stomachs by reading
about food. ' '

To suffer from starvation is in

itself serious enough, but in ad-
dition to this, millions of the
starving are without homes and
do not have sufficient clothing
to keep them warm. Conditions
of this sort have previously been
experienced locally in smaller
areas, but never before has any-
thing like the present suffering
of the people prevailed at one
time in such a large part of the

earth. Truly, from this stand-
point as well as from others, it
is a ‘“time of trouble such as
never was since there was a na-
tion.”—Dan. 12:1 »

And the only solution to this,
as well as to the other problems
of the world, is the establishment
of God’s kingdom. A beautiful
and reassuring promise of that
kingdom is given us in Isaiah
25:6-9. In this scripture the
kingdom is promised under the
symbol of a “mountain,” and the
Lord declares that “in this
mountain” he “will make unto
all people a feast of fat things.”
This feast will include the ma-
terial needs of the people, as well
as their instruction in righteous-
ness. What a glorious hope! Let
us continue to pray for that
kingdom!
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Chnstlan

¢ Frank, what did ' Jesus -mean

when he sald that in order- for any-
cne to be his disc1ple it. was nec-"

essary for him to deny himself and
to take up his cross and follow
him? What does it mean to deny
one’s self?

@[ That’s a very important ques-
tion, Ernest! Have you thought
much of what the answer might be?

[ Yes, I have given the matter a
great deal of thought, but I'm not
sure I have found the right answer.
During the Lenten season, you
know, we hear a great deal about
self denial. Thousands of people
of all denominations feel that they
should deny themselves some lit-
tle delicacy, or perhaps some pleas-
ure of which they are especially
fond; and I have been wondering
what the origin of this custom, or
tradition, might be. Is this what
Jesus meant when he said that in
order to be his disciple one must
deny himself?

€ Ernest, I am glad you have en-
larged upon your question some-
what, for it will enable us to un-
derstand better one of the most
jimportant features in .the divine
plan of redemption and salvation.
I refer to the sacrificial feature of
God’s plan. .

Sacrifice

q. Does the Bible say very much
about sacrifice and self-denial?

@ Yes, a great deal. In fact,

- Ernest, -the thought of sacrifice is

mtroduced very early in the Bible,
and with divine approval, I refer
to the sacrifice of Abel.

€ Cain offered a sacrifice at the
same time, did he not?

@ That’s right—but God did not
accept it.

1 Why did God accept Abel’s sac-
rifice, Frank?

q[ Because it was the offering of
a lamb—a flesh and blood sacrifice -
which pointed forward @ to the
death of Jesus, the Lamb of God,
who, through the sacrifice of him-
self, was to take away the sin of
the world. You see, Ernest, short-
ly before this the human race had
been condemned to death on ac-
count of sin. But God had made
a promise which indicated that at
some future time the people would
be released from this penalty of
death. So, having made this prom-
ise, God began to illustrate the

-measures he would take to- fulfil

his promise.

@ And that was to provide a sac-

' rifice for sins?
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4l That’s right. The matter is
plainly stated in that well-known
text which declares that God so
loved the world that he gave his
only begotten Son that whosoever
believeth on him might not perish,
but have everlasting life.

[ Following Abel’s sacrifice, when
is the thought again mentioned in
the Bible, Frank?

@ Noah and his family offered a
sacrifice of thanksgiving and praise
to God after they landed safely
from the ark. Some time later
than this we find the Patriarch
Abraham offering sacrifice to God.
And in the case of Abraham, the
offering of sacrifice was very sig-
nificant.

& Please explain what you mean.

q Well, you see, Ernest, God
made a very special promise to
Abraham, a promise in which he
stated his purpose to bless all the
families of the earth through his
seed. Abraham supposed that
Isaac, his son, was to be this seed.
God asked Abraham to offer Isaac
in sacrifice.

4] You mean actually to take his

life, just as one would take the life
of a lamb in order to offer it in
sacrifice?

¢ That’s the way Abraham under-
stood the matter, Ernest! He had
great faith in God, however, be-
lieving that he was able to raise
Isaac from the dead if it were nec-
essary, so he proceeded to carry
out God’s instructions.

@ And what happened?

@ An angel of the Lord intervened
in time to save Isaac’s life, and a
lamb was provided as.a substitute
for Isaac on the altar of sacrifice.

€ What was the purpose of all
that, Frank?

0 Why, God, having promised that
all the families of the earth were
to be blessed through the seed of
Abraham, was foreshadowing the .
fact that before this promise could
be fulfilled a loving father must
give up in sacrifice his beloved son.
Now, in the New Testament, it is
revealed that the real seed of
Abraham, the One through whom
the promised blessings of life are
to come to all mankind, is Christ.
So, Ernest, as the plan of God de-
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velops, we learn that God himself
is the loving Father who gives his
own son in sacrifice in order that
the peoples of the world might be
blessed. It is for this reason that
Jesus is described in the Bible as
“the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world.”—John
1:29

€] Frank, I guess few people real-
ize that the Bible is so wonderful-
ly harmonious. But is that all the
0Old Testament says about sacrifice?

g Far from it, Ernest. We are
told of the sacrifice of the pass-
over lamb at the time the Israel-
ites left Egypt. That sacrifice is
still commemorated by the natural
descendants of Abraham.

g It bore a very close relation-
ship to the deliverance of the Is-
raelites at that time, did it not?

@ That's right. The firstborn of
Israel were saved from death un-
der the protection of the blood of
the passover lamb, and then, later,
of course, all Israel were delivered
from their taskmasters, the Egyp-
tians. In the New Testament,
Jesus is pointed out to be the real
Passover Lamb, of whom the lamb
slain in Egypt was merely a sym-
bol. (1 Cor. 5:7) The church of
Christ is referred to as the church
of the firstborn, and the New Tes-
tament reveals that when the
church is complete, all mankind
will be delivered from the bond-
age of sin and death. ( Heb. 12:23;
Rom. 8:17-22) Ernest, it's a won-
derful story, the way the Bible
presents it!

@[ Indeed it is! Many, of course,
know something about the stories
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of the Old Testament, but few seem
to realize their full significance.

@ And then there were all the
various sacrifices in connection
with the services of Israel’s taber-
nacle which was erected in the
wilderness following their exodus
from Egypt. Noteworthy among
these were the yearly offerings on
what was known ‘to them as their
day of atonement. On that day
a bullock and a goat were sacri-
ficed—the bullock first, and then
the goat. The blood of each of
these animals was carried into
what was known as the most holy
of the tabernacle, and there
sprinkled on the mercy seat for
the sins of Israel.

€ What was the significance of
all that, Frank?

{ Well, in the New Testament we
are told that the most holy of Is-
rael’s tabernacle was a symbolic
representation of heaven, the home
and throne of ‘God. The apostle tells
us that when Jesus returned to
heaven following his resurrection
from the dead, he appeared in the
presence of God for us. Here, then,
we have the picture complete. In
order that atonement might be made
for the sins of the human race it was
necessary for Jesus, pictured by
the bullock on Israel’s atonement
days, to be sacrificed, and his blood
sprinkled on the real mercy seat
in heaven.

€ Does that mean that Jesus’ lit-
eral blood was taken to heaven?

¢ No, not at all, Ernest. The blood
in the Scriptures is used as a sym-
bol of life. Jesus sacrificed his
life, and it is by virtue of that sac-
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rifice that mercy is extended to
sinners, and in God’s due time he
will give to all an opportunity for
everlasting life.

€ Well, that’s all very wonderful,
and very simple, too. Are we to
understand, then, that all the sac-
rifices which were offered during
Old Testament times pointed for-
ward to the sacrificial work of
Jesus?

€ That’s true in the main, but
there’s more than that to it. You
see, Ernest, the sacrificial feature
of the plan of God was not com=
pleted with the death of Jesus. As
I have already reminded you, on
Israel’s typical day of atonement
there was a goat sacrificed, as well
as a bullock. The bullock repre-
sented Jesus, but the sacrifice of
the goat foreshadowed the sacri-
fice of the church of Christ. That’s
why Jesus said to his disciples that
they were to deny themselves, and
take up their cross and follow-him.

¢ What does it mean, Frank, for
one to take up his cross and follow
Jesus? :

€ It was the custom in ancient
times for one who was condemned
to die to carry his own cross from
the judgment hall to the place of
crucifixion. You will remember
that in Jesus’ case he was un-
able to carry his own cross, so it
was put upon the back of another.
It is obvious, then, that to see one
carrying a cross, followed by
guards, etc., meant that he was on
his way to death. So, when Jesus
invited his disciples to take up
their cross and follow him, it
meant that they were being invited
to die with him, and as he died—
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that is, a sacrificial death.

¢ Is that what it means to be
baptized into the death of Jesus?

€] Exactly, Ernest. Those who are
thus baptized into his death be-
come members of the ‘body of
Christ. And it is The Christ, head
and body, Paul explains, that con-
stitutes the promised seed of Abra-
ham through whom all the families
of the earth are to be blessed.

g Well, Frank, we have gone far

“afield from my original question, al-

though I suppose it all has a bear-
ing on the answer. That question -

" was, you'll remember, What did

Jesus mean by denying one’s self?

"g We have been answering that

question right along, Ernest. Jesus
referred to denying one’s self in
connection with cross-bearing, or
dying, with him. But Ernest, that
has no reference to the petty little
things we may give up during

" some particular part of the year.

It is the denial of SELF not for a
few days, nor forty days, but all
the time, even unto death.

& How can we deny self?

€] Perhaps I can make that point
plain by referring to the symbol
used in the 20th chapter of Revela-
tion. Concerning those who are
to live and reign with Christ, it
there says that they were “be-
headed for the witness of Jesus.”
This doesn’t refer to literal be-
heading but to the fact that all
who are thus faithful disciples of
Jesus accept him as their Head.
They give up their own wills and
preferences. They give up every-
thing to become members of his
body. Thus they deny self, and all
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their own hopes and ambitions,
and become subject to his will.
And it is his will that they follow
him in the way of sacrifice, even
unto death. This is the true mean-
ing of self-denial.

[ Frank, couldn’t God save man-
‘kind from death without so much
sacrifice? Just what is the pur-
pose of such an arrangement?

@l Answering your first question,
it is not becoming for us to say
‘what God can and cannot do, or
what he should do. As to why his
plan of salvation calls for so much

sacrifice, the Scriptures give us’

very good reasons.
&l For example?

& As for Jesus, the sacrifice of his
perfect humanity constituted a
corresponding price for the sin of
Adam, and through Adam, for the
whole world. The Bible speaks
of this as the ransom. Ernest, it is
this ransom feature of the divine
plan which manifests divine jus-
tice—1 Tim. 2:4-6

€' And what is another reason?

[ The fact that through sacrifice
the great principle of divine love
is demonstrated. And Ernest, the
more you study the principle in-
volved in this, the more you will
-realize that there can be no last-
ing happiness and peace on earth
until divine love comes fully into
control of the hearts of the people.

€ I don’t know that I get your
thought fully, Frank.

€ Well, let’s go back to the begin-

ning of things. The very first sin
was that of seeking self-interest.
Selfishness is at the bottom of all
sin, 'and all unhappiness. In the
outworking of the divine plan, God
is demonstrating the value of un-
selfishness, that great principle
which induces one to give—yes, to
give even life itself, that others
might live and be happy.

@ I see that now; and God was
the very first one to give, wasn’t
he, Frank?

€| Exactly. He is always giving!
In the plan of redemption, he gave
his Son. His Son gave his life,
and the followers of Jesus are in-
vited to give their lives, not to
atone for sin, as did. the perfect
life of Jesus, but to demonstrate
their heart loyalty to the great
principle of love, and to show their
genuine interest in the well-being
of their fellow-men.

€ Why is it important for the fol-
lowers of Jesus to do this?

€] Because, Ernest, they are being
prepared to be associated with
Jesus during his millennial king-
dom in the work of educating and
blessing all the families of the
earth. Their whole life is there-
fore one of sacrifice, of self-denial;
and they look forward with joy
to the time of the first resurrection,
when. they will be united with
Jesus, and be empowered to carry
out to the full their proven desire
to be a blessing to all mankind.

¢ Frank, God’s plan is wonderful!

/D
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“This is the day which the

Lord Made

Lord hath made; wé will

- rejoice and be glad in it.”—PsaLm 118:24

% HERE have been many
outstanding “days” in
p? I%4 the progression of God’s
pIan of salvation for a sin-cursed
and dying race. The “day” of
our text was that very momen-
tous one when the promised
Christ made his first advent to
earth. It was a glorious day for
as many as veceived him at that
time, but for those who rejected
him it was a time of darkness
and calamity. And it has been
thus in connection with all the
special “days” or periods in
God’s plan. '

The time of earth’s formation
and man’s original creation was
a wonderful “day” for the an-
gelic hosts of God.. We are told
that they all shouted for joy.
(Job 38:4-9) Yet the seeds of
iniquity and rebellion soon be-
gan to work in the mind of
Lucifer which later led to open
revolt against God’s will, and
the plunging of the human race
into death. Other angels joined
the ranks of the fallen Lucifer.
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So while to the faithful that was
a glorious day, it was also a time
of severe testing which demon-
strated the unfaithfulness of
many.

It has been six thousand years
since man was created, and since
he fell into sin and death. There
is another thousand years still
to come before the plan of sal-
vation is complete and the fallen
race will have been rescued from
death and restored to human
perfection upon the earth. In
all this period of time there have
been many long intervals during
which nothing outstanding was
being accomplished by God—
periods of waiting, as it were,
until the “due time” arrived for
another step forward in the di-
vine plan. Such was that period
of more than sixteen hundred
years between creation and the
flood.

It was during that time, of
course, that Enoch lived—a man’
who walked with God, and who
prophesied of a time when the
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Lord would come with ‘“ten
thousands of his saints.” (Jude
14) But nothing dramatic oc-
curred until the very close of
that period, and then came the
flood. The flood brought that
world to an end. (2 Pet. 3:6)
It was a momentous time, and
God took Noah into his confi-
dence, told him that the flood
was coming and gave him in-
structions concerning the build-
ing of an ark in which he and
his family could be carried over
safely into the next world. (Gen.
$:13, 17) That was a great “day”
indeed in the development of
God’s plan. It was a day which
the Lord made in the sense that
the flood was of divine planning,
and the saving of Noah and his
family according to divine in-
structions.

In the prophecy of our Lord’s
“day from which our text is tak-
en we also read, “God is the
Lord, which hath shewed us
light: bind the sacrifice with
cords, even unto the horns of
the altar.” (Psalm 118:27) 1In
all the outstanding “days” in the
‘divine plan, God has given light
+—the light of truth—to his peo-
ple, thus enabling them to co-
operate with him in the carrying
out of his purposes for those
times.

This was true of Noah. To
Noah was revealed the knowl-
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edge of the coming flood. This
was “present truth” to him, and
he was thus highly favored be-
cause God desired someone to
co-operate with him in connec-
tion with the great events of that
time, As is always the case in
times of great change, it was the
divine will that a witness be giv-
en to the people, and Noah be-
came a preacher of righteousness
for this purpose. There was an
ark to be built, and Noah set
himself faithfully to this gigan-
tic task. Yes, God showed Noah
the light, which meant that this
faithful patriarch was to be a
worker for God the remainder
of his life. And Noah appreci-
ated this privilege, and bound
his sacrifice to the altar.

ABRAHAM’S DAY

Following the flood there was
another marking of time—fur-
ther waiting, as it were, for God
to manifest himself again in a
special manner. We have a brief
record of relatively unimportant
events during those years, but
nothing exceptional until Abra-
ham’s day. Then God began to
deal with him in a very special
way, revealing to him the glori-
ous fundamental of the divine
plan that through the seed of
Abraham all the families of the
earth are to be blessed.—Gen.
22:18 ‘
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Here, then, was another “day”
which the Lord made—a time in
which the foundation promises
of his plan were being laid, and
the great covenant embracing
those promises sealed by divine
oath. The people generally of
that time knew little, and under-
stood less, of what was occur-
ring. Even Abraham’s own neph-
ew, Lot, didn’t appreciate it suf-
ficiently to remain separate from
entangling alliances in Sodom in
order to share some of the divine
blessings God was bestowing up-
on Abraham. This, too, has been
characteristic -of all the ‘“days”
which the Lord has made. God’s
own people—his faithful people
—have known the significance of
the times in which they have
lived, but the world has always
turned a deaf ear to whatever
“witness” has been given, and in
many instances has killed the
“witnesses.”

But think of the blessing en-
joyed by Abraham! What did
a home and riches in Ur mean’
in comparison with the promise
that God would make of him a
great nation, and use his seed
to bless all the families of the
earth! So when the call of God
came to him he gladly forsook
all and became a “stranger and
pilgrim” the remainder of his
life, because he looked for a
city which hath foundations,
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“whose builder and maker is
God.”—Heb. 11:9, 10, 13

MOSES’ DAY

But Abraham died, “in faith,”
not having received the fulfil-
ment of all the promises God
had made to him. His son Isaac
also died, and by a strange chain
of circumstances the descendants
of Abraham were held as slaves
in Egypt. Many long years had
passed since God had confirmed
his covenant with Abraham, and
there was nothing which partic-
ularly set one year apart from
another. It was a period of trial
upon God’s people, yes; and the
Lord had cared for them. Joseph
had been sent into Egypt to pro-
vide food to care for the family
in a future time of famine.
Through him his father, Jacob,
together with the whole family,
was finally brought to Egypt;
but this led to slavery and to
the need of divine intervention
on their behalf if they were to
survive as a nation.

So finally another great “day”
arrived—the day of deliverance
from Egypt. First there was the
special preparation of Moses to
be their leader, a preparation
which required eighty years.
Forty of these were spent in the
palace and courts of Pharaoh in
order that he might become
learned in all the wisdom of the
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Egyptians; and then there were
forty more years of training in

patience and humility while he’

tended his father-in-law’s flocks
in the land of Midian. The
Egyptians did not know what
was occurring, nor did the Is-
raelites. Moses, although having
a burning zeal for the welfare
of his people, didn't realize un-
til later that he was being spe-
cially prepared to be their
deliverer,

Finally the period of waiting
was ended, and God appeared
to Moses at the burning bush.
Here, in a very real sense, was
the beginning of another “day”
which the Lord made. Stirring
events affecting God’s people
were again in the offing. The
whole nation, over six hundred
thousand strong of just the
grown men, were to be led out
of Egypt and delivered from un-
der the yoke of Egyptian bond-
age. (Exod. 38:26; Num. 1:46;
2:32; 11:21) And to Moses God
said, You are the one chosen for
the leadership of this mighty
task. God thus showed Moses
the “light”—the truth then due
—and Moses, seeing the great
privilege of service before him,
bound his sacrifice to the altar,
thus proving faithful to the sa-
cred commission with which he
had been entrusted.

We all know of Moses’ faith-

is

“light.”

fulness. At first he demurred,
pleading his lack of talent for
such an undertaking. But this
hesitation was only temporary.
Assured of divine help and guid-
ance, Moses accepted the respon-
sibility the “light” had placed
upon him. (Exod. 3,4) It was
not an easy task, for he had to
encounter the opposition of
Pharaoh, and the well-nigh con-
stant complaining of the Israel-
ites. Very little that he did
pleased anyone but the Lord.
But throughout all those forty
years of momentous events in
leaving Egypt and wandering in
the wilderness, Moses kept his
sacrifice on the altar. The sig-
nificance of that “day” meant
much to Moses, and he was de-
termined to be faithful to all the
privileges which were his in con-
nection therewith.

There were a few others in Is-
rael at that time who shared the
brightness of the vision of truth
with him, and who likewise ap-
preciated the privileges which
were theirs because of the
It was a day of great
privilege, but at the same time,
a period of severe testing. Caleb
and Joshua, of all the grown
men who left Egypt, were the
only ones found worthy to en-
ter the Promised Land. What
was wrong with the remainder?
Evidently there was a lack of
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faith and appreciation of the won-
 derful way God was dealing with

them. They did not realize the
significance of the “day” in
which they were living, that
wonderful day of deliverance.
Rather they longed for the flesh-
pots of Egypt.

RETURNING CAPTIVES

Eventually, under the leader-
ship of Joshua, the Israelites en-
tered the Promised Land. They
were richly blessed . under his
leadership; and on many occa-
sions during the period of the
Judges and later the period of
the Kings, God blessed and
helped them. They were his
people, and he continued to be
their God; but there seems to
have been no special “day”
above another in all those hun-
dreds of years. When Zedekiah,
their last king, was overthrown
and taken captive to Babylon,
it was a time of national calami-
ty for the Israelites, but God did
not intervene to deliver them
from that calamity.

Not until seventy years after
that did Israel have another
“day” of outstanding experience.
But a great day did come then.
Under the authority of a procla-
mation by King Cyrus, the faith-
ful of Israel began their long
trek back to Palestine and to
Jerusalem. It was a blessed
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‘time, and it was a difficult time.

It was blessed for those who re-
joiced in the hope of Israel, but
great were the sacrifices in-
volved for those who, having be-
come comfortably settled in
Babylon, now saw their privilege
of returning to their own land.

It meant the severing of earth-
ly friendships, and in many in-
stances, no doubt, the leaving be-
hind of earthly treasures. It
meant a long and wearisome
journey over rough, dusty roads
—and a perilous journey, too.
And when they arrived in their
own land, they found it to be in
a state of devastation. Their
homes had to be rebuilt. Their
temple had been destroyed. The
walls of Jerusalem were broken
down. Yes, there was much to
be done—plenty of hard work,
and much sacrifice.

But it was a great day, a day
which the Lord had made, a day
in which they could return
home. Surely God had remem-
bered them, and a few of the Is-
raelites rallied to the occasion.
A few appreciated the “light”—
the “present truth” of their day
-—~but the majority did not. This
majority doubtless knew what
was occurring, and perhaps
looked with approval upon those
who were willing to make the
necessary - sacrifice to return
home. They might have cau-
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tioned the zealous ones to be
“moderate” in their efforts to re-
turn, but at the same time were
probably glad that some had the
necessary zeal and spirit of sac-
rifice to do what all knew the
Lord would be pleased to have
them do.

JESUS’ DAY

The next momentous period in
the progress of God’s plan was
the time of Jesus’ first advent.
This is the special “day” men-
tioned in our text. And what a
truly great day it was! It dawned
with the proclamation that the
Christ of promise was born, and
that God’s good will was being
manifested toward men. The
shepherds who heard the good
news were doubtless thrilled;
and how awe-inspired they must
have been as they stood gazing
at the infant Jesus in the man-
ger.

They probably didn’t compre-
hend the great importance of
the time in which they were liv-
ing, nor did they consider how
highly honored they were to be
the ones to whom the birth of
Jesus should be announced.
There wasn’t much to be done
about it just then. Jesus was
merely a babe, and he had to be a
man of thirty before he could en-
ter upon his divine mission.
Some or all of these shepherds
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may later have joined the ranks
of Jesus’ disciples, although the
Scriptures do not so inform us.
John the Baptist, the forerun-
ner of Jesus, grasped quite fully
the importance of the times. He
recognized Jesus to be the Mes-
siah, saying, “Behold the Lamb
of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world. (John 1:29)
How truly startling must have
been the message of truth then

due. “Repent ye: for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand.”
(Matt. 3:2) That great king-

dom theme of all the prophets
was about to materialize; a new
age was beginning. Christ had
come. What a “day” that was!

Of course Jesus appreciated
the significance of the times. God
showed him the light—the heav-
ens were opened to him. (Matt.
3:16) In response the Master
said to his Heavenly Father, “Lo,
1 come to do thy will, O God.”
(Heb. 10:9) It was the time of
all*times in- the plan of God thus
far, but it was to be a hard time
for Jesus—a time to sacrifice,
to suffer, and to die. Two
of his disciples, grasping only im-
perfectly the great facts concern-
ing Jesus and his place in the
divine plan, asked to sit one on
his right hand and the other on
his left hand in the kingdom.—
Mark 10: 35-40

Yes, these wanted whatever
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blessings were available at the
time. They were keen upon
having the chief blessings. They
wanted to be very near to the
Lord, to feel the warmth of his
love, and to share in the bril-
liancy of his glory. But the Mas-
ter said to them that they did
not comprehend what their re-
quest implied. There were in-
deed wonderful blessings to be
obtained. It was a blessing and
an honor to be with Jesus in his
kingdom, but to attain such a
blessing meant hard and bitter
toil and sacrifice, so he asked,
“Are ye able to drink of the cup
that I drink of, and to be bap-
tized with the baptism I am bap-
tized with?”’—Matt. 20:22

Right at this point many of the
Lord’s people falter and fail. Oh,
how we all rejoice in the vision
of kingdom glory and blessings
to come! How we rejoice also in
the present blessings which the
Lord so bountifully showers upon
us. “It is just like the Lord,” we
say, and we are right! Inspired
by his love, we long to be with.
him in the kingdom. We want
to be there. We pray to be
there. And then we hear the
Master say, “Are ye able to
drink of my cup?”’ “Are ye able
to be baptized with my bap-
tism?” Happy are we, if, like
the disciples, we can reply, and
carry it out, “I am able.”
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- Jesus occupied a very special
place in the divine plan. His re-
sponsibility was great. We can’t
imagine him doing anything else .
except discharging those respon-
sibilities faithfully. And are we
not called to be like him? Chris-
tian responsibility is absolutely
essential to Christian victory.
But how easy it is to shirk, even
in little things. But Jesus did
not shirk. He bound his sacri-
fice to the altar, and kept it there
until on the cross he cried, “It
is finished.”—John 19:30 »
* Again we notice how very few
sensed the importance of that
great “day” which the Lord had
made. It was the turning point
of an age. It was the time when
the Redeemer died for the sins
of the whole world. (1 John 2:2)
It was a day of miracles, even to
the awakening of the dead. It
was the time when Jesus was
highly exalted far above angels
and principalities and powers, to
the divine nature and to the
throne of God. But the world
and nominal believers went on
unaware that the Creator of the
universe was especially directing
the affairs of some of his people
and that these were co-operating
with him in the outworking of
his plan. They were so blind
that some of them crucified the
Lord of glory. *

But a few called apart from
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the world did sense the :true
meaning of the times. Their un-
derstanding was meager at first.
. Peter thought it was a tragedy
for Jesus, earth’s new King, to
be crucified. The disciples were
confused by this sudden turn in
events. But being loyal of heart,
it was not long after the resur-
rection until the eyes of their un-
derstanding were enlightened.
And how they then rejoiced!
This was at Pentecost.

We might include the pente-
costal outpouring of the Holy
Spirit as belonging in that “day”
of Jesus’ first advent. So far as
the disciples were concerned, it
was the climax of all the won-
derful events of that period.
Just as the heavens had been
opened to Jesus, so now, at Pen-
tecost, they were given to un-
derstand heavenly things. Now
they learned with clarity why
Jesus died, and why he had re-
turned to the heavenly courts.
Now they understood better his
invitation to them to walk in his
steps, to die with him.

While Jesus was with them in
the flesh the disciples thought
mostly of the glory of his king-
dom, and of the share they
would have in that glory. How
truly inspiring such meditation
must have been! At Pentecost
they received the Holy Spirit
and were able to grasp more
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clearly. what the glory of the
Messianic kingdom implied. It
was to be more glorious than
they had ever supposed it could
be. But now they learned some-
thing else also. There was a
price to pay for that glory.

And they were ready to pay
that price. God had shown them
the light and they were willing
to bind their sacrifice to the al-
tar. Yes, there was real work
to be done. The commission was
to go into all the world and
preach the Gospel, beginning at
Jerusalem. They knew what
this meant. They had seen what
it meant in the case of Jesus—
it meant his death. They knew
that they too would meet with
opposition; that they would be
persecuted. They knew that ar-
rows of bitter words would be
hurled at them, and literal stones
as well, They knew that they
would be hated of all men for
his name’s sake.

There was one way they could
escape all this, and that was by
thanking the Lord merely with
their lips for letting them know
about the wonderful time in
which they were living, and then
doing. nothing more about it.
But this would have been the
attitude of the lukewarm, the
indifferent, the casual believer,
and the disciples were none of
these. They were ardent and



THE DAY 'mE'rLOBD "MADE

loyal in theif“de;rotidn fo Christ,

and now that they saw the light

of truth, and it had revealed
God’s will to them, they accepted
the responsibility imposed by the
truth and gladly gave up their
lives in the service of the Lord.

In the prophecy from which
our text is taken, Jesus is re-
ferred to as the stone which the
builders rejected. = Yes, nearly
all Israel rejected him.  Some
believed halfheartedly, and for
a time, but only the few saw the
light of that blessed day and
acted in harmony with it. It was
a testing time; and those who
bound their sacrifice to the altar

passed the test successfully,
while the others failed.
OUR DAY

After Pentecost the disciples
continued on faithfully in the
service of the truth, iand the
Gospel of Christ was carried to
many parts of the then known
world. As long as the apostles
remained alive they watched
over the interests of the church,

but when they fell asleep in"

death a great apostasy. set -in

which finally resulted in the-

Dark Ages. During all the cen-
turies of that dark period there
was no special manifestation of
God’s providence in the affairs
of his people as a whole. Again
it was largely a matter of mark-

‘ing time until the end of the age.
~ The wheat and the tares were
to grow together “until”’ the
harvest. (Matt. 13:30) The
three measures of meal were to
become corrupted with the leav-
en of false doctrine. True, there
was a work of reformation, lead-
ing up to the “cleansing of the
sanctuary” in 1846; nevertheless
they were “days of waiting.”
Daniel had prophesied of a time
of “blessedness” when the “thou-
sand three hundred and five and
thirty days” were fulfilled, and
that time came in 1874.—Daniel
12:12
Thus finally another “day” of
the Lord’s making was ushered
in. It had been foretold in vari-
ous ways. It was the time when
Jesus returned and when in ful-
filment of his promise, he girded
himself and served meat in due
season to the household of faith.
(Luke 12:37) This meat in due
season was the “light” which re-
vealed to God’s people the true
significance of the times; and
made plain to them the divine
‘plan of salvation for a lost world
~through the establishment of
Messiah’s kingdom. It revealed
that the harvest time had come,
for the end of the age had been
reached. Sensing the significance
of this “present truth” the Lord’s
people rejoiced in the foretold
“blessedness” that had come to

23.
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them, as Daniel had foretold.
* Jesus said that a “faithful and
wise servant” would be en-
trusted with this glorious truth
and with the privilege of dis-
pensing it to the household of
faith. (Matt. 24:45, 46; Luke
12:42-44) We have recognized
who that servant was and have
noted his wisdom and faithful-
ness. Through him we have been
enlightened to see the presence
of our King and to know that he
is marching on to certain victory
over the kingdoms of this world.
We have seen that chronological-

ly the Gentile times have ended,

the proof of which is in the
crumbling thrones of earth.

What a day this is in which to
be living! The late President
Roosevelt remarked that it was
given to this generation to hold
a rendevous with destiny. This
is a thousand times more true
of the church of Christ. Never
have the people of God on earth
had the privilege of living, and
of co-operating with God in such
a wonderful time in the divine
plan!

Perhaps at times we may think
of what a joy it would have been
to live in one or another of the
former outstanding times in his-
tory. How grand it would have
been to live in the days when
Jesus was treading his weary
way up and down throughout
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Judea, Samaria, and Galilee!
How inspiring it would have
been to sit under the personal
instruction of the Apostle Paul!
How strengthening to faith to
note the miraculous manner in
which God delivered his people
from Egyptian bondage!

But brethren, WE are living in
the most wonderful of ALL
times! It is the time of Christ’s
second presence. It is the end
of the Gospel age, and the be-
ginning of the Millennial age. It
is the end of the “present evil
world.” (Gal. 1:4) God’s plan
has been revealed in all its glori-
ous harmony and beauty. Nev-
er before has God shown his
people the light so clearly, and
so all-comprehensively, as he has
in this harvest time of the Gospel
age. Do we realize the full im-
port of the time in which we
are living? Is the light of
truth changing our way of life?
Has it aroused us from our com-
placency, and made us realize
that there is just one thing worth
living for now, and that is for
God and his Kingdom of right-
eousness and truth?

Noah went to work on the ark
and became a preacher of right-
eousness. Abraham left his own
country and his father’s house.
Moses went into full time service
for God. The Israelites who re-
turned from Babylon spent the
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remainder of their lives in a re-
construction project. Jesus was.
crucified; and his disciples gave
up everything to follow in his
steps. When Brother Russell saw
the light of “present truth” he
gave up his business and his
fortune in order that we might
rejoice in the same truth. (2 Pet.
1:12) What are we doing?

When Jesus said to the Jews
that in order to have life they
would need to eat his flesh and
drink his blood, many of his dis-
ciples said, “This is an hard say-
ing.” (John 6:41, 52, 53, 60) The
point we are.making in this re-
view of God’s dealings with his
people may likewise seem
“hard.” We are prone to think
of the truth as being merely a
better religion than that enjoyed
by our neighbors, and to rejoice
that God has been so good as to
bless us with this knowledge,
overlooking the divine purpose
in thus giving us the light.

* It is a glorious truth. God has
been good in revealing it to us.
It is THE TRUTH, but its pur-
pose is to show us our part in
the divine plan in order that we
may be acceptable colaborers
with God in the outworking of
that plan. Are we colaboring in
the plan, or are we merely study-
ing the plan? Having been
shown the light, are we binding
our sacrifice to the altar?
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. “day of the Lord.”

LORD MADE

Do:we fully sense the impor-
tance of the time in which ‘we &are
living? Do we realize the utter
futility of all material thmgs of
this world? The expression,
“The time is short,” is more lit-
erally true today than most of
us realize. (1 Cor: 7:29) With
Christ present; two major
spasms of the time of trouble al-
ready past; large areas of the
earth laid waste by the time of
trouble; and now the atomic
bomb even threatening the de-
struction of the United States;
can we not see the importance
of the time in which we are liv-
ing? In view of these things, we
should be straining every nerve
to do God’s will. Are we seek-
ing “first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness” in full
realization of the brevity of all
earthly things; and with the as-
surance that while devoting our-
selves to God’s service, we do
not need to take any anxious
thought concerning: what we
wear, or what we eat, or where
we live?—Matt. 6:28-34

Yes, this is truly a day which
the Lord has made! It is the
It has come
upon the world as a “thief in the
night.” But WE are not in dark-
ness. We are the children of
the light, children of this new
day, therefore let us not sleep as
do others! "How well did the
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apostle wrealize the danger of
spiritual lethargy creeping over
the Lord’s people, and how we
need to be on guard against it!
—1 Thess. 5:1-6; 2 Pet, 3:7-13
“Let us watch and be sober,”
Paul adds. Yes, we need to
watch ourselves, our own rela-
tionship with the Lord; and we
need to watch the signs of the
times that we may know of the
progress of God’s plan. And let
us be sober. That is, we should
not be intoxicated with the spirit
of the world, nor with the spirit
of ease or of pleasure. We

should be sober in the sense of

divine instructions governing
us, and let nothing prevent our
carrying out those instructions.

This is the day the Lord has
made, and in it there is no time
for any other consideration ex-
cept the doing of his will. This
is the only sober, the only mod-
erate viewpoint 'we can take. In
the divine economy, God has
purposely arranged for a rem-
nant of his people still to be here
in the flesh during these closing
days of the age; and he has us
here for a purpose. Are we
faithful to that purpose? Are
we binding our sacrifice to the
altar?

taking a balanced view of all the

- “But 'yé are . ... . a peculiar péople; that ye should show
forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into
His marvelous light.”—1 Peter 2:9

IS IT any wonder that the apostle declares that each and all
of these “peculiar people” should make it the first, the chief, prac-
tically the only business. of life, “to show forth praises [the virtue
of character and plan] of Him who hath called you out of dark-
ness into His marvelous light”? And the showing or the telling of
these is the preaching of the Gospel, whether it be done in public
or in private, by word of mouth or by printed page. And this, the
chief business of the peculiar people, begun now, will continue to
be their business throughout the future, though under more favor-
able circumstances, in the majesty of the kingdom, with power to
enforce the wise and just and wholesome laws, and with love and
mercy to help and to succor the weak and the erring, and gradually
to restore them, if they will, to all that was lost in Adam.

What a wonderful Gospel! What a wonderful privilege to be
permitted to engage in its proclamation in any manner! Truly, all
of the peculiar people can appreciate the testimony of the great
Apostle Paul, “Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ."—Pastor C. T. Russell
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Oneness of | the

“I pray for them . . ..

Divine 7amily

which thou hast given me; for they are

thine, and all mine are thine; and thine are mine; and I am

glorzfzed in them.”

4 HERE is a touching
pathos in this prayer of
. X% our Lord for his dis-
c1p1es as he was about to leave
them, which draws us very near
to his loving heart; especially
when he adds, “Neither pray I
for these alone [then present
with him], but for them also
which shall = believe on me
through their word; that they
all may be one, as thou, Father;
art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us, that
the world may believe that thou
hast sent me. And the glory
which thou gavest me I have
given them, that they may be
one, even as we are one—I in
them and thou in me, that they
may be made perfect in one, and
that the world may know that
thou hast sent me and hast loved
them as thou hast loved me.”—
Verses 20-23

As we come to consider this
beautiful expression of the
‘Lord’s sentiments with reference
to the church, we catch a glimpse
of the glory of the blessed one-
ness of the divine family. It is

—Joun 17:9, 10

a oneness of purpose, a oneness
of confidence, a oneness of sym-
pathy, a oneness of love, a one-
ness' of honor, and a oneness of
mutual possession. This one-
ness our Lord described as al-
ready existing between himself
and the Father, but so far as his
disciples are concerned it was
and still is only prospective; and
its full accomplishment is the
ideal goal toward which' we are
taught to aspire. :

- But let us study this exemph-
ﬁed oneness more closely that
we may be enabled the more
fully to enter into it. In the
first place we notice that the one
purpose which is common to
both the. Father and the Son is
the Father’s purpose, which was
gradually revealed to the Son
in due time and order, whose it
also became by adoption. Since
Jesus himself said, “Of that day
and hour knoweth no man; no,
not the angels which are in heav-
en, neither the Son, but the Fa-
ther” only (Mark 13:32), it is
manifest that the revelation of
that plan to  him was a gradual

o7
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one; and that he was led into
the knowledge of its various fea-
tures as they became due to be
worked out through his instru-
mentality. Thus he was allowed
to grow in knowledge; and thus,
too, he was spared the sad spec-
tacle of subsequent trouble which
also lay along the pathway of
the divine plan. Thus, while he
joyfully worked out the grand
plan of creation (John 1:3; Prov.
8:22-31), he probably knew
riothing of God’s purpose for the
subsequent permission of evil
and the necessity for the great
work of redemption. Before he
came to that test of faith in God
his confidence :in his almighty
power, wisdom, and love had
been firmly established by the
experiences of the past. For cen-
turies 'he had seen his mighty
"works, marked his wondrous
wisdom and experienced his ten-
der love. Could he doubt him,
then, when another feature of
his plan made manifest the great
work of redemption and resti-
tution, and gave to him the privi-
lege of understanding this work
also, for the joy that the Father
set before him? ' No; doubtless
he did not at first realize the
depths of humiliation and sor-
row through which he must
pass; but step by step, along the
painful way of humiliation and
suffering, his faith in the Father,
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founded upon his previous ex-
perimental knowledge, sustained
him, as it is written—“By his
knowledge shall my righteous
servant justify many.”—Isaiah
53:11

We next mnotice between the
Father and the Son a beautiful
oneness of confidence. The Son
trusted the Father fully—at first,
because it was easy and natural.
Created in the likeness of God,
trust in the Being who brought
him into existence was spontane-
ous, and experience served but
to develop and establish it. And
the Father trusted the Son fully
—first, because he recognized in
him the inherent principles of
righteousness and truth and filial
loyalty which he himself had-
given him; and, as the course of
time and experience developed
and the more firmly established
his Son in righteousness, his con-
fidence in him became firmly es-
tablished. And so strong was the
Father’s confidence in the subse-
quent fidelity of his beloved Son,
that he did not hesitate to.de-
clare the results of his faithful-
ness thousands of years before
he even began the work of re-
demption. He even declared all
the special features of the work,
by the mouth of his holy proph-
ets at various intervals for four
thousand years before he began
the work. - And still he declares
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that the work shall in due time
be gloriously accomplished. How
wonderful and how beautiful is
this mutual confidence!

We further notice a oneness of
sympathy between the Father
and the Son. The Son glories
‘in the Father’s plan, saying, “I
delight to do thy will, O my
God.” He delighted in it be-
cause he discovered therein the
worthy features of his Father’s
glorious character; and though
his faith may have been tem-
porarily tested by the permis-
sion of evil, his knowledge -of
God’s character and resources,
and of the depth of his wisdom
did not permit him to doubt, but
held him still-in loving trust in
his infinite goodness and grace,
and, therefore, in' readiness to
acquiesce fully in the measures
proposed for the final triumph
of righteousness and truth.

And the Father was likewise
in loving sympathy with the Son,
not permitting him to be tried
above what he was able to bear;
and not leaving him to bear any
trial alone, but always granting
him the light of his countenance
and a joyful sense of admiring
approval (John 11:42; Matt. 3:
17), except when, for our sakes,
ke permitted him for a moment
to feel that he was forsaken;
when, in the anguish of his soul,
he cried out at this unusual ex-
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perience, “My- God, my God;
why hast thou forsaken me?”’
Now, mark the oneness of love
manifest. In every act we have
already noted we have seen it
expressed. It was mutual love
that delighted to manifest and
express mutual confidence, that
gloried in the same loving and
benevolent purposes, that syms-
pathized fully with each other’s
thoughts and feelings, and that
delighted in the close and bless-
ed relationship of Father and
Son. The Father did not treat.
the Son as a servant and hide
his purposes from him; but de-
lighted to take him into his con~
fidence in so far as his wisdom
and prudence dictated—i. e., as-

‘the truth became méat . in due

season to him. And, in turn, the
Son did not serve the Father as
a hireling, but as a son with a
common interest. The Father
declared, “This is my beloved
Son”; and the Son said, “I de-
light to do thy will.”

How blessed the fellowship!
It was a fellowship of joy and a
fellowship of suffering—of joy
in a common anticipation of the
future glory; and of suffering in
mutual participation of the pre-
liminary trials to secure that
end. - The Son suffered in his
humiliation and his dying agony;
and the Father suffered in giv-
ing his only begotten Son—an
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intensity. of suffering which the
loving, yearning hearts of devot-
ed parents can best imagine and
appreciate.

There was further a recog-
nized oneness of possessions
clearly expressed by our Lord,
who declared, “All things that
the Father hath. are mine.”
(John 16:15) And the apostle
says, God hath appointed the
Son the “heir of all things,” and
hath “set him at his own right
hand in the heavenly places, far
above all principality, and power,
. and might, and dominion, and
every name that is named, not
only in this world, but also in
that which is to come.”—Heb.
1:1, 2; Eph. 1:20, 21

And lastly, we notice a one-
ness of honor. In honor each
seems to prefer the other. The
Father says: Let all men honor
the Son, even as they honor the
Father. (John 5:23) God has
made him the brightness of his
glory and the express image of
his person, and exalted him to his
own right hand, to the chief seat
of power in his kingdom, giv-
ing him all power in heaven and
in earth.—Heb. 1:2, 3

In the work of creation he has
set him forth in great promi-
nence and glory, saying, “With-
out him was not anything made
that was made.” In the work of
redemption and restitution God

has set him forth so prominently
that his name is the theme on ev-
ery tongue, almost to the eclipse
of the Father’s own glory, who of

_necessity is himself greater than

the Son (1 Cor. 15:27), and to
whom the glory pre-eminently
belongs, as the Son also declares,
saying, “My Father is greater
than I”; and again, “I can of
mine own self do nothing”; “The
Father that dwelleth in me, he
doeth the works.”—John 5:30;
14:10, 28

The Son’s corresponding anx-
iety to glorify the Father is most
marked in the instance when,
realizing that he was approach-
ing the dreadful hour of his dy-
ing agony he exclaimed, “Now
is my soul troubled; and what
shall T say? Father, save me
from this hour? But for this
cause came I unto this hour. Fa-
ther, glorify thy name”—even
at this cost to me. (John 12:
27, 28) Again we hear him say,
“Father, the hour is come; glori-
fy thy Son, that thy Son also
may glorify thee.” (John 17:1)
And when the great work of re-
demption and restitution is ac-
complished, we see him deliver-
ing up the kingdom to God, the
Father, and subjecting himself
to his further direction, that
Jehovah himself may be uni-
versally recognized as all in all.

(Continued. on page 35)
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TEST YOUR HNOWLEDGE

HOW MANY OF THESE BIBLE QUESTIONS CAN YOU ANSWER"'

1—What Old Testament charac-

ter was known as the meekest man

in all the earth?

2—What is the true meaning of ‘
meekness? Is it akin to- weakness .

of character?

3—1 Peter 1:23 reads:
born again, not of corrupti-
ble seed, but of incorrupti-
ble, by the Word of God,
which liveth and abideth
for ever.” Why is God’s
Word called incorruptible
seed? How does it grow?

4—What are the fruits of

“Being

5—John 1:6-9 reads: “There was
a man sent of God whose name
was John. The same came for a
witness, to bear witness of the
Light, that all men through him
might believe. . . .. That was the
true Light, which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world.”
How is the promise. of enlighten-
ment fulfilled toward the heathen
who die in darkness and ignorance?

6—Complete this text: “Blessed
are ye, when men shall revile you,
and persecute you, and shall say
all manner of evil agamst you
falsely, for my sake. . ...

7—Can one who is not a Chris-

the Spirit in Christian character?

tian understand the plans and pur- :
poses of God if he dxhgently reads
the Bible? -

8—Who is respons1ble for the
gross darkness that exists in the
minds of men toward things per-
taining to God’s Word? Will this
condition of ignorance and
indifference always exist?
9—Matthew 13:17 reads:
“For verily 1 say unto you,
That many prophets and
righteous men have desired
to see those things which ye
see, and - have not seen
them; and to hear those things
which ye hear, and have not heard
them.” Why were these holy men
of old unable to see the light which
Christians enjoy?

10—Give another reason why the
Christian can clearly discern the
plan of God and his kingdom while
the unregenerate are unable to
comprehend?

11-—What book in the Bible re-
cords the following passage? “For
my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,

. For as the heavens are higher

than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts.”

(Answers on page 34)

WISDOM FROM ABOVE—THE NOBLEST SCIENCE, THE BEST INSTRUCTION
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“And He said unto them, Come ye!

R i ¥ Lo W PTE PIY P PP e (et rpay

“Godliness with contentment i

ONE MINUTE SERMON

THE Apostle Paul stated (Phil.
4:11) that he had learned, in what-
soever state he was, to be content.
We are not to be contented after
the manner of the tramp, or the
indolent and shiftless, who prefer
to “live by faith” at the expense of
others who “labor, working with
their hands.” We are not to be con-
tent to allow the opportunities and
talents and privileges which the
Lord has given us to lie idly by,
unused; but while using these to
.the best of our ability, and seeking
in prayer .and supplication to use
them all as would please the Lord,
we should be content with the
results of such efforts.

:We should econclude that our
Heavenly Father who feeds the

‘sparrows and who clothes the -

fields with verdure is quite able
to supply our needs in the man-
ner and to the degree that would
be for our highest welfare; and
so, after having done our part to
the best of our ability, we are to
‘be thoroughly contented with the
vesults—even if the results should
.be the barest necessities of life.
But we are not to be contented
with the barest necessities unless
these are the best results obtain-
able from a reasonable and judi-
cious use of opportunities and tal-
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ents which the Lord has given
us, consistent with our consecra-
tion to His service.

If we find our experiences in life
very checkered, we may conclude
that the Lord sees that we need
both. the heights and depths of
prosperity and adversity to proper-
ly instruct us and qualify us for
the position he designs for us in
the future.

Let us then, as the apostle did,
learn how to abound, not allowing
the abundance of earthly good
things to swerve us from our con-
secration vows, and learn also how
to be in want (need) and yet not
want anything beyond what the
Lord’s wisdem and providence see
best to give, to be content.

. —C. T. RuUSSELL

ACCORDING to the standards
of this world, they have always
been thought happy who had a king
for their father, a prince for their
brother, nobles for their associates,
and a palace for their home. We
know that these have not always
brought happiness. But how truly
happy and content is he who has
God for his Father, Christ for his
elder brother, brethren in Christ
for his associates, and the kingdom
of God as his everlasting home.
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arselves apart and rest awhile”
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jreat gain.”--1 Timothy 6:6

Charge not thyself with the weight of the year,
Child of the Master, faithful and dear;
Choose not the cross for the coming week,
For that is more than he bids thee seek;
Bend not thine arms for tomorrow’s load—
Thou may’st leave that to thy gracious God:
Daily only he saith to thee,

“Take up thy cross and follow me.”

REQRUE

FOOD FOR

THERE never was a time when -

dissatisfaction was so widespread;
and yet there never was'a time.

and blessings. Wherever we look,
whether into palaces of the rich,
replete with conveniences and
splendors of which Solomon in all
his glory knew almost nothing; or
whether we look into the comfort-
able home of the thrifty and tem-
perate wage-worker, with its evi-
dences of taste, comfort, art, and
luxury, we see that in every way
the present exceeds in bountiful
supply every other period since
creation, many-fold; and yet people
are unhappy and discontented.

If the example of the Christian is
one of contentment and a cheerful
submission to present trials in sure
hope of the good time coming in

THOUGHT

the kingdom of God, such living
examples alone are valuable les-

. -sons for the world.
when men enjoyed so many favors

“Content whatever lot I see, ~
Since ’tis God’s hand that leadeth me.”

—Divine Plan of the Ages

GODLY contentment is not de-
pendent on outward circumstances.

- Tt is “the bird that sings so sweet-

ly in the breast,” as Luther says.
Worldly gain does not bring godly
contentment. The children of Is-
rael murmured as much when they
had manna as when they had not,
the rich men are as much troubled
with what they possess as the poor
men are for what they want. God-
liness is truly a blessing when it
is associated with contentment,

.cheerful endurance, in the trying

affairs of life.
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HINTGEN

To Test Your Knowledge
Questions (See Page 31)

1—Moses. “Now the man Moses
was very meek, above all the men
which were upon the face of the
earth.”—Numbers 12:3

2—Meekness means humility,
being free from pride or arrogance.
It takes strength of character to
be meek.

—“Of his own will begat he us
with the Word of truth, that we
should be a kind of firstfruits of
his creatures.” (James 1:18) If
we are faithful unto death “this
corruptible must put on incorrup-
tion” in the first resurrection. (1
Cor. 15:53) This seed which be-
gets- to incorruptibility is planted
in the mind and heart and pro-
duces the fruitage of the spirit.

4—The fruits of the Spirit are
“love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meek-
ness,and temperance.”—Gal.5:22, 23

5—During the millennial reign
of Christ, the knowledge of the
Lord will cover the earth as the
waters cover the sea. (Isa. 11:9;
Hab. 2:14) The heathen will be
awakened from the sleep of death
and will be enlightened.—John 5:
28, 29

6—“Rejoice, and be exceeding
glad: for great is your reward in
heaven: for so persecuted they the-
prophets which were before you.”
~—~Matthew 5:11, 12

7—No. “The natural man re-
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness
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unto him: neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually
discerned.”—1 Corinthians 2:14

8—The devil is responsible. “The:
god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not,
lest the light of the glorious gospel.
of Christ, who is the image of God,.
should shine unto them.” (2 Cor.
4:4) This condition will exist un~
til Satan who is the “god of this
world” shall be ‘bound.—Revela~
tion 20:1-3

9—It was not “due  time” to
have these truths revealed before
Christ’s first advent.—Daniel 12:4;
Romans 5:6

10—“Who [the Father] hath de-
livered us from the power of dark-
ness, and hath translated us into:
the kingdom of his dear Son.”
Christ is our light. In him there
is no darkness at all, for he is the
“express image” of the Father’s
person.—Colossians 1:13; John 1:9-
12; 1 John 1:5; Hebrews 1:3

11—IJsaiah 55:8, 9. This majes-
tic passage of Scripture magnifies
the greatness of God. The futility
of man’s efforts is evident on every
hand; but the assurance of the
Word is that God’s purposes will
be accomplished. One of his pur-
poses is to establish his kingdom.
Jesus taught us to pray, “Thy king-
dom come. Thy will be done in
earth, as it is in heaven.” (Matt.
6:10) Thank God for the hope of
that day!
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(Continued from page 30)

{1 Cor. 15:24, 28) And we, like
him, may surely trust that his
purposes for the ages to follow .
will but the further express and
emphasize the same lines of his
glorious character—his wisdom,
his love and his power.

Glorious oneness! who could
suggest an improvement to its
wondrous beauty and complete-
ness? But the wonder and joy
increase when we learn that it
is also our privilege to come into
this same blessed oneness with
God. What! we inquire—the.
very same oneness as above de-
scribed? Yes; undoubtedly it is
our privilege to enter into the
very same relationship and
privileges and blessings. To this
end consider the exceeding great
and precious promises and see
that it is ours to have the same
oneness with God—of purpose,
of confidence, of sympathy, of
love, of honor and of possession.

The same plan of God is pre-
sented to and adopted by us, and
we also are invited to become co-
workers with God, in carrying
it out (2 Cor. 6:1); and in so
doing we are counted in with
Christ Jesus as filling up the
measure of the sufferings of the
anointed body necessary to the
accomplishment -of that plan.
Our Heavenly Father also simi-
larly manifests his confidence in
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-humbly  trust.

DIVINE FAMILY

us—in the loyalty of our hearts
toward him and in the sincerity
of our consecration to him—
even though he recognizes our
inherent weaknesses and our in-
ability to carry out fully our
own determinations. But, not-
withstanding this, so great is his
confidence in our sincerity and
integrity of heart, that, on our
profession of faith and consecra-
tion, he fully accepts us as his

-sons and heirs, supplementing

our weaknesses and shortcom-
ings with the all-sufficient merit
of our Redeemer, in whom we
And not only
so, but as sons, honored and be-
loved, he makes known to us,
also, his secret counsels, which
others cannot know (Matt. 13:
11), and invites us to confide in
him as children, and to speak to
him freely of all that concerns
us, in full assurance of his lov-
ing interest, even in our small-
est affairs. (Psa. 103:13, 14)
And then he commits a portion
of his great work to us. He
gives us certain talents, certain

portions of his goods, and
tells us to invest them for
him according to our best

judgment as to the profitableness
of the results, not dictating all
the minutiae of the management
as to hireling servants, but mere-
ly submitting to us the general
principles which should govern



THE DAWN

us. Thus, for instance, he gives
us his plan as to the work in
hand, with such general diree-
tions as, not to cast our pearls
before swine; to be wise as ser-
pents and harmless as doves; to
give meat in due season; to do
good to all men as we have op-
portunity, but especially to the
household of faith; and to ob-
serve the times and seasons, and
the character of the work in
each—seed-sowing in the spring,
and reaping in the harvest time;
ete., etc. Thus with general di-
rections he sends us forth—mnot
like machines, to do a monoto-
nous treadmill service, but as in-
telligent beings, to use our brains
as well as our hands and feet.
So he counsels us to “study” to
show ourselves workmen ap-
proved, and to consider and
think, and not to be “as the
horse, or as the mule, which
have no understanding, whose
mouth must be held in with bit
and bridle.” (Psa. 32:9) Then,
according to our zeal and faith-
fulness, not only in the use of
our hands, but also of our brains,
in the Lord’s service, his confi-
dence in us increases and we are
entrusted with more and more
of his goods and given a corre-
sponding sense of our Heavenly
Father’s approval. And the mu-
tual confidence and fellowship
of purpose and work, draw our
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hearts closer and closer to the
heart of the Eternal, and the joy-
ful realization of sonship and
mutual interest and confidence

-and sympathy fills our hearts.

We are also assured of the
same love from our heavenly Fa-
ther which he exercised toward
our Lord Jesus. The statement
seems almost startling, but yet,
hearken to our Lord’s prayer—
“I pray for them . . .. that they
may be one. ... that they may be
made perfect in one . . . . that the
world may know that thou hast
. . .. loved them as thou hast
loved me.” (John 17:20-23)
In amazement we inquire, How
can this be? Our Lord Jesus
was always in perfect harmony
with the Father; a son who glori-
ously reflected his likeness; but
it has not been so with us; we
were sinners and had nothing in
us worthy of love. Yes, but we
have been washed and cleansed,
and, however imperfect our
earthen vessels may still be, our
hearts are perfect in his sight
who is able to read the heart.
And as he sees us with a per-
fect heart—a perfect purpose
and intention—striving to over-
come the weaknesses and disa-
bilities of our imperfect flesh,
and with painful, yet deter-
mined, effort to do his will, and
humbly trusting in the provi-
sions which he has made for our
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redemption from the fall, God
recognizes in us that which is
worthy of his love. And so our
Lord Jesus gives us clearly to

understand that the Father loves

us, even as he loved the Son. -

Christ Jesus thus declared, but
it is also manifested; for we are
called to be joint-heirs with his
Son, and partakers of his glory;
and even as all things are his,
they are also said to be ours.—
Rom. 8:17; 1 Cor. 3:21-23
While such is the oneness be-
tween the heavenly Father and
all his anointed sons, it is bless-
ed also ta mark the same oneness
between Christ Jesus and his
anointed brethren. The Lord
Jesus does not selfishly grasp
all the glory and seek to retain
it for himself, but rather with
admiration he contemplates their
acquired worthiness and says,
They “are mine and I am glori-
fied in them” (John 17:10); and
he would have them all bound
together with himself in the Fa-
ther’s love. He would also have

them with him, beholding and
sharing the glory which the Fa-

- ther had given him from :the
foundation of the world—the
glory of . his mighty creative
"~ works, with all the other evi-

And not only is this equality
of the Father’s love for us as for

dences of his Father’s love.—
John 17:22-24

Thus all the divine family are
bound together in one bond of
love and fellowship and confi-
dence and sympathy and har-
mony and common interest; and
the honor and glory of one are
the honor and glory of all. The
Lord’s prayer abounds with peti-
tions for this oneness. Mark the
expression (verse 21)—“That
they all may be one; as thou,
Father, art in me and I in thee”
(thy spirit or disposition and
purposes and aim being common
to us all). Hence, he would have
us adopt the same Father’s spir-
it, aim and purpose, and devote
all our powers with zeal and
faithfulness to the accomplish-
ment of the Father’s will. Amen,
so let it be.

—Reprint, March 1, 1903

WHAT peace He bringeth to my heart,
Deep as the soundless sea,

How sweetly singeth the soul that clmgeth
My loumg Lord, to Thee
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Ghe [Drofitable Word

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thor-

oughly furnished unto all good

¥ HE Diaglott translation
of our text reads: “all
bb) L&A scripture, divinely in-
spired.” Such is the Old Testa-
ment part of the Bible to which
our Lord referred, saying, “Thy
Word is truth”; and of which
Peter spoke, saying, “Holy men
of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit.” Such
also are the messages of Jesus
and the apostles as we have them
in the New Testament.—John
17:17; 2 Peter 1:21

It is not necessary to prove
to God’s people that these rec-
ords are the Word of God. We
have the witness in ourselves
that this is so. And as Paul
says, quoting from Moses, “The
Word is nigh thee, even in thy
mouth, and in thy heart.” (Rom.
10:8; Deut. 30:14) We realize
the power of the truth in our
hearts—that it is the “power of
God unto salvation, to every one
that believeth.”—Rom. 1:16

THE INDESTRUCTIBLE WORD
The Bible is the oldest Book
38

works.”—2 TimoTHY 3:16,17

in existence. It has outlived the
storms of the last two thousand
years. Concerted efforts have
been made to do away with it.
In some countries for centuries it
was a crime to possess a copy,
yet today the world is filled with
copies of this book. In A. D.
1800 there were between four
and six million Bibles in circula-
tion in 30 languages. Eighty
years later, in A. D. 1880, there
were roughly 165 million in 250
languages. Since then, millions
every year have gone into the
hands of the people, and the
Book has been translated into
more than 500 different lan-
guages. It is therefore quite
evident that its divine Author
has also been its divine Pre-
server.

Most people are ready to ad-
mit that there is an all-wise Cre-
ator back of all things, there be-
ing such wisdom and design in
all we see around us, in.the
realm of earth and in the heav-
ens. The Bible reveals that there
is equal wisdom and design in
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the moral and spiritual realm;
that God has an equally wise
purpose in connection with the
moral government of the world;
and that in his Word he has sat-

isfied our reason and:our desire

to know something -of himself
and his plan—something of
whence we came, why we are
here, and whither we go, The
Bible tells of man’s original per-
fection; of his fall into sin and
the penalty of death that passed
upon all men; of the coming of
the Redeemer; the call of the
church; and the restitution of all
things to follow the selection of
this “firstfruits” unto God of
his creatures.—Jas. 1:18; Rev.
14:4 :
Just as there are many wonders
in nature that are not seen by
the casual observer, or even by
the natural eye unaided, but
need the telescope or the micro-
scope for their discernment, so
it is with the Word of God and
the things of the spiritual realm
with which it deals. Many of
these beauties are not discerned
by the eye of the natural man,
but need the illuminating influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit to see
them and to be blessed by them.
(John 16:13; 1 Cor. 2:9, 10, 14)
Concerning the natural Israelites
Paul said (paraphrasing his
words): “When the majority
hear the Word of God read,
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there is a veil upon the heart,
so that its real significance is
not discerned. But when the

. heart turns to the Lord in full

consecration, the veil is taken

_away and. one sees out of ob-

scurity and out of darkness, and
beholds as in‘a mirror the glory
of the Lord.”—2 Cor. 3:14-18
Now, Paul says, the Scriptures
are not only divinely inspired,
but they are profitable. They
are our daily bread; the light
that shows us the path of life;
the revelation that tells us about
our Father in heaven and our
Redeemer, “whom having not
seen, ye love.” (1 Pet. 1:8) If
obedient to their teachings we -
shall be sanctified thereby, and
thus will be prepared for an in-
heritance among all those who
are sanctified. (Acts 20:32)
Hence, the Word of God is in-
deed profitable, yea, indispensa-
ble—an “unspeakable gift” to
the children of God from their
Heavenly Father.—2 Cor. 9:15

PROFITABLE IN FOUR WAYS

In his message to Timothy,
Paul speaks of the profitable-
ness of the Word of God, under
four heads; doctrine, reproof
(“proof,” Diaglott), correction,
and instruction in righteousness.
Doctrine means teaching—espe-
cially the fundamental truths of
the divine plan.  “If any man
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will do his [God’s] will he shall
know of the doctrine.” That
doctrine is important, is shown
by the following scriptures: (1
Tim. 4:16; 6:3; 2 Tim. 3:10; 4:3;
Titus 1: 9; 2:1,7,10; 2 John 9) As
bones are to the human body,
giving it form and stability, so
doctrine is to the organization
of the church, the body of Christ.
Without doctrine we would be
spiritual counterparts of those
boneless creatures that float a-
bout in the ocean.

“PROOF”’

The term “proof,” as shown in
the Diaglott interlinear transla-
tion, not “reproof” as in the King
James version, is the thought of
the apostle. ‘While journeying
through the wilderness of “this
present evil world,” the Lord’s
people need a sure, infallible
guide or standard, and especially
is this necessary today in view

of the babel of conflicting
tongues pervading the religious
world. (Gal. 1:4) If we are

told that a piece of cloth is
eighteen inches wide, we can
only be sure of it by using a
measuring rod. Or, if a wall is
said to be perpendicular, our eye
is not accurate enough to be cer-
tain that this is true, so we need
to prove it by using a plumb line.
In like manner, the divine meas-
uring rod, the Bible, has been
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given us to measure or prove the
correctness or falsity of what-
ever may be presented to us as
truth. By it we can measure the
temple of God and all that ap-
pertains thereto.—Rev. 11:1
As the Word of God deals with
many things beyond the limits
of man’s present experience, as
well as with things on the human
plane with which few are famil-
iar, our own judgment is inade-
quate as a guide in connection
with these matters. We may
come to one conclusion concern-
ing an item of truth, but some-
one else may come to an exactly
opposite conclusion. Therefore,
the Lord has provided an infalli-
ble guide for his children in his
Word. By it we may “try the
spirits”’—the teachings that may
be presented to us—searching
the Scriptures daily to see
whether these things are so. (1
John 4:1) This was the course
of the Bereans of old. (Acts 17:
10, 11) So far from finding fault
with such an attitude, Paul al-
ways approved it. Of all the Re-
formers God has raised up for
the blessing of his people, sure-
ly none exhorted his hearers to
prove all things by the infallible
Word more than that faithful
and wise servant who departed
from us three decades ago, but
from whose ministry we are still
deriving untold benefits. By
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thus realizing that the Word of
God is profitable for proof, and
using it to that end, our faith
stands, not in the wisdom of

men, but in the power of God.—
1 Cor. 2:5

CORRECTION

The Word of God is profitable
for correction. All need correc-
tion both as to faith and con-
duct. We therefore come to the
Word for the correction of our
faith; for our understanding of
the divine purposes to be ampli-
fied; for our conduct, manners,
and beliefs all to be ordered by
His Word. Sometimes a person
gets into a condition where he
will not receive correction, but
takes offense when it is kindly
given. This is a dangerous con-
dition. The scribes and Phari-
sees would not receive the cor-
rection given by Jesus, and
hence greatly increased their re-
sponsibility” before God. Such
an attitude indicates pride in the
heart. The Lord cannot deal
with us unless we are willing to
receive correction— to use His
Word to this end. Paul sug-
gests that if we have received
correction from our natural fa-
thers how much more should
we be willing to be corrected
by our Heavenly Father. (Heb.
12:5-11) “If we would judge
ourselves [in the light of the
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Word] we should not be judged.
But when we are judged, we
are chastened of the Lord, that
we should not be condemned
with the world.” (1 Cor. 11:31,
32) “He is in the way of life
that keepeth instruction: but he
that refuseth reproof erreth.”—
Proverbs 10:17; 15:31, 32; 29:1;
Psalm 141:5

INSTRUCTION IN RIGHTEOUSNESS

To what righteousness does:
the apostle refer? Some go a-
bout to establish their own right-
eousness. However, the Word

“of God is profitable to instruct

us that this is not the kind of
righteousness that has divine ap-
proval. When we speak of

Christ’s righteousness, we refer
‘to the merit of his sacrifice im-
puted to us by faith, enabling

us to be counted righteous, justi-
fied in the sight of God. Even
this does not appear to be the
righteousness to which the apos-
tle makes reference.

Paul is here speaking of the
man of God whom he desires to
be thoroughly furnished unto all
good works. Such are already
enjoying the benefits of Christ’s
righteousness. We would un-
derstand the reference to be to
the great principles of God’s law
and his divine government; the
great principles that govern
God’s dealings; the perfections
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of the divine character that we
desire to copy.

The Word of God is represent-
ed as a mirror: we behold in this
mirror the glory of the Lord—
his - wisdom, justice, love, and
power, as they are revealed in
the great plan of salvation; and
as we seek to copy these glorious
perfections, we are transformed
into the same image, becoming
in character more like our Heav-
enly Father and our Lord Jesus.

CHARACTER—EXPRESS IMAGE

The word ‘character” has
been brought into the English
language from the Greek. The
Greek word is charakter. At
first it was the name of the
sculptor’s tool; later the finished
- work of the sculptor came to be
called a charakter; that is, the
ideal toward which he had been
working. The word is used but
once in the New Testament,
namely, in Hebrews 1:3, where
it is translated “express image,”
meaning an exact impress, and
applies to our Lord since his
resurrection, explaining that he
is now the express image of the
Father’s person. We are called
to be “like him, for we shall see
him as he is.” (1 John 3:2)
What a hope has been set before
us! How profitable and all-im-
portant is the Word of God, that
we might be instructed in right-
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eousness—in the great principles
that compose the divine charac-
ter.

THOROUGHLY FURNISHED

With the present imperfect ed-
ucational facilities, how many go
out into the world who by no
means are thoroughly furnished
for a calling in life! How many
enter the ministry of the nominal
church, not merely poorly e-
quipped for their work, but
quite ignorant of the message
they should preach as the minis-
ters of Christ!

Before beginning the great
work of the kingdom, the church
is being thoroughly fitted and
prepared for her part in that gra-
cious work of blessing and re-
storing mankind. During the
present life, the least the Lord’s
servants can do is to seek to be
thoroughly furnished for our
work now and in .the future.
(1 Cor. 4:1,2) We are exhorted
to be “perfect, thoroughly fur-
nished unto all good works.”
The Word of God needs to be
considered carefully in order to
ascertain the kind of good works
required of us. If we do this,
we find that our present work
is not one of reforming or con-
verting the world, but (to use
the words of another) “the pres-
ent mission of the church is the
perfection of the saints for the
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future work of service; to de-
velop in herself every grace; to
be God’s witness to the world;
and to prepare to be kings and
priests in the next age.”

God has provided his Word
that we might be thoroughly fur-

strength, encouragement. Let
us never allow anything to ob-
scure or cause us to overlook
the value and profitableness of
the Word of God—given by in-
spiration of God—that “the man
of God may be perfect, thorough-

nished with all the informa- ly furnished unto all good
tion we need—light, guidance, works.” —CONTRIBUTED

“Father of mercies, in thy Word

" What endless glory shines!

Forever be thy name adored
For these celestial lines.”
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FINDING A HOMELAND

MARCH 3—Joshua 1:1-4; 23:1-11

GOLDEN TEXT: “Thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for the good land
which he hath given thee.”—Deuteronomy 8:10
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CHANGE of leadership usu-

ally presents problems, even
in normal times, and when Joshua
became the successor of Moses, as
Jeader of Israel, conditions were far
from normal. A Despite their much
complaining against Moses, the Is-

‘raelites had a respect for him which_

was not easily transferred to an-
other. He had delivered them from
Egyptian bondage, and in ‘the
Lord’s providence had led them
throughout their forty years of
‘wanderings in the wilderness. They
had been difficult years, fraught
with many dangers, but the nation
had been preserved.

Now Moses was dead, and the
-time had arrived for the Israelites
to cross over Jordan into the
Promised Land. Here was a new
-crisis in the affairs of the nation—-
a new test of faith. But neither
‘the people nor Joshua, their new
leader, had anything to fear, be-
«cause God had promised to go with
them. He was to be their real
‘Leader. He had promised them the
Jand, and if the people would put
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their trust in him, they could pos-
sess what he had promised.

In giving Joshua his commission,
God said to him, “Every place that
the sole of your foot shall tread
upon, that have I given unto you,
as I said unto Moses.” (Joshua
1:3) And concerning Joshua’s.own
part in the wundertaking, God
promised, “There shall not any man
be able to stand before thee all the
days of thy life: as I was with
Moses, so I will be with thee: I
will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.
Be strong and of a good courage:
for unto this people shalt thou
divide for an inheritance the land,
which I sware unto their fathers
to give them.”—Joshua 1:5, 6

The measure of success enjoyed
by Joshua was dependent upon his
faithfulness in following the in-
structions of the Lord, and also
upon the obedience of the people.
We are furnished with a good ex-
ample of this in the great victory
over Jericho, and the bitter de-
feat suffered shortly thereafter in
the abortive attempt to capture
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the much smaller city of Ai.
(Joshua 6 and 7) The conquest of
every part of Canaan turned out to
be a “Jericho” or an “Ai” experi-
ence according to the measure of
faith and obedience on the part of
Joshua and the people.

The conquest of the Promised
Land and its division among the
tribes was considered to be official-
ly completed before the death of
Joshua, although there still re-
mained what in military circles to-
day are called “islands of resist-
ance.” The Canaanites were not all
driven out. Some remained and
lived among the Israelites, and it
was essential that a special warning
be sounded against becoming too
friendly with these, and especially
against worshiping the gods of
these heathen.

God was the real Leader of. Is-
rael, and this more than made up
for any shortcomings on the part
of either Moses or Joshua. Through
Moses God had given the Israelites
a code of laws. God was the Au-
thor of these laws, hence they did
not need to be changed when Josh-
ua took Moses’ place. The un-
changeableness of these divine laws
is again manifested when Joshua,
near the close of his life, exhorted
the people to be faithful to them.
He said, “Be ye therefore very
courageous to keep and to do all
that is written in the book of the
law of Moses, that ye turn not aside
therefrom to the right hand or to
the left. . . .. But cleave unto the
Lord your God, as ye have done
unto this day.”—Joshua 23:6-8

Joshua did not admonish the
people to obey his law, for he had
not been their lawgiver. Moses
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had served in this capacity, but
even Moses was not the author of
the Law. It was God’s Law, and
the safety and well-being of the:
Israelites depended wupon their
faithful obedience to it.

Today the time has again come:
for the Israelites to enter and pos-
sess the Land of Promise, but just.
as in the days of old, before they
will be permitted to dwell peace--
ably and permanently in the land,
they will have to acknowledge the-
Lord their God and obey his laws.
This time God’s laws will become-
the basis of a “new covenant”
which he will make “with the
house of Israel, and with the house:
of Judah.”—Jer. 31:31
" But we cannot suppose the law
of the New Covenant will itself
be-different in principle than when

-it formed the basis of the original

Law covenant. Its fundamental

_meaning will still be that all of
God's intelligent creatures who de-"

sire his favor must love him with
all their heart, mind, soul, and
strength; and their neighbors as:
themselves. Those who obey this
law will finally enter into whatso-
ever inheritance God has prom-
ised them. The Israelites will have:
their land; and mankind in gen-
eral will be bidden to inherit the-
kingdom prepared for them from:
the foundation of the world.—Matt..
25:34

QUESTIONS:

What lesson may we learn from the:
experiences of the Israelites in con-
nection with Jericho and Ai?

Who was the real Leader of Israel?

Will Israel ever again possess the:
Promised Land?
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A PEOPLE IN CONFUSION

MARCH 10—Judges 2:7; 11:16-23
GOLDEN TEXT: “The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear.”—Hebrews 13:6
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lowing his death, and until the
Israelites clamored for a king,
the nation was ruled by ‘“judges.”
‘These judges were raised up by the
Lord in times of special need, and
through them the people were de-
livered from the evils which came
upon them as a result of their
turning away from God. The ac-
count indicates that the first of
these judges did not appear on the
scene immediately upon the death
of Joshua, inasmuch as the people
remained ‘more or less faithful to
.God for a time—until the elders
‘who served with Joshua died.
These elders. had witnessed the
mighty works of God on behalf of
the people during the days of
Joshua, and the memory of this
not only was a great stimulus to
their faith, but it enabled them
to keep the people as a whole re-
. 'minded of their obligations to God.

JOSHUA had no successor. Fol-

But when these elders died and a °

new generation of Israelites took
over, the Lord was forgotten and
soon the oppressive hand of their
enemies made life burdensome for
1them.

As we saw in our previous les-
sen, the conquest of Canaan by the
Israelites was considered virtual-
ly completed while Joshua lived,
‘but in today’s lesson we learn that
‘God permitted some of the Ca-

46

naanites to remain to “test” Is-
rael. When the Israelites forgot
God and turned away from him
to serve other gods, he permitted
these remaining enemies to afflict
them; and when they cried to him
for help, he raised up judges to
deliver them. These judges pointed
out the sins of the people. Upon
acknowledgment of their sins, and
an earnest effort to return to God,
divine help was again vouchsafed.

Othniel was the first of Israel’s
judges. Gideon was another. One
was a woman—Deborah. Under
her leadership the first Armaged-
don battle was fought and won by
the Israelites. Barak served under
Deborah as Commander in Chief
of Israel’s army in this memorable
battle. Samuel was the last of
these special judges. He also
served as a prophet; and it was
by him that Israel’s first king—
Saul—was anointed. Samuel also
anointed David to be the successor
of Saul.

The experiences of Israel as a
nation serve well to illustrate the
fallen tendencies of the human
race and how rapidly people as a
whole turn away from God when
left to their own devices. The
brightest spots in the history of
Israel as a nation are those periods
when the people rallied to the
service of God under the leader-



A PEOPLE IN CONFUSION

ship of a faithful servant of God
such as Moses, Joshua, the judges,
and certain ones of their kings.
In some respects the period of Is-
rael’s judges is illustrative of the
thousand-year judgment period of
the future when the whole world
will be judged by Jesus and his
church. The Israelites, because of
their disobedience to divine law,
found themselves in bondage to
their enemies. Their judges point-
ed out their sins, and when they
returned to God they were deliv-
ered. So it will be during the
world’s coming judgment day.
Because of disobedience to di-
vine law the entire human race has
come under bondage to sin and
death. The “judges” in the future
judgment day will enlighten the
people concerning their sins, and
when the people acknowledge their
" wrongdoing and return to God,

they, like the Israelites, will also .

be delivered from their enemies.
Indeed, the great enemy Death
will be destroyed. That will be
a glorious deliverance—an ever-
lasting deliverance. And it will be
far-reaching, too, for it will include
those who have died. Concerning
it Paul said that God has given
“assurance unto all men, in that

he hath raised him [Jesus] from

the dead.”—Acts 17:31

The Israelites did not always
obey their judges; and when they
did not, God’s blessings were with-
held from them. This will also
be true during the world’s future
judgment day. Those who do not
then obey will be “destroyed” from
among the people—or, as it is
stated by Jesus, they. ‘shall go
away into everlasting punishment.”
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(Acts 3:23; Matt. 25:46) As death
is the divine punishment for sin,
everlasting punishment will be ev-
erlasting death—an everlasting
“cutting off” (Greek, Diaglott)
from life.

The Golden Text is very mean-
ingful in connection with God’s
dealings ‘with Israel. The Lord is
always the Helper of his people
when they are faithful to him. One
of the divinely inspired sayings of
James to all God’s people is, “Draw
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh
to you” (James 4:8) God has
never failed to fulfil this promise,
and never will fail. If we find
ourselves spiritually lean because
we are lacking the blessings of
God, it is because we have not ful-
filled this condition. If we are be-
ing overcome by our “enemies” it
is for the same reason. o
- God’s justice demands full obedi-
ence to his law, but his mercy is
extended - toward = those - whose
hearts are perfect before him; and
he extends to such a helping hand
in their times of need. In the case
of Israel as a nation, God’s helping
hand was manifested in the person
of the judges he raised up from
time to time to.deliver the people
from their enemies. We should al-
ways be willing for God to judge
us, and when we have our weak-
nesses revealed to us, do our best
to overcome them.

QUESTIONS:

How was the nation of Israel gov-
erned following the death of Joshua?

In what way did the period of the
judges illustrate the future judgment
day of the world?

Upon what basis may we expect God
to-be our Helper in times of need?



?» » Ruth Joins God’s People

EVERYDAY LIFE IN ISRAEL

MARCH 17--The Book of Ruth

GOLDEN TEXT: “Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following
after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will
lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.”—Ruth 1:16
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. HE story of Ruth, revealing

the manner in which she be-
came one of the mothers in Israel
in the honored genealogical line
leading to Jesus, is one of the out-
standing classics of all time. The
Lord could have caused to be re-
corded the simple fact that Ruth,
a Moabitish woman, became the
wife of Boaz and the mother of
Obed, who was the grandfather of
David, and we would have had all
the vital information necessary to
fill this gap in the genealogy of
David. But instead he caused this
information to be woven into a |
beautiful story furnishing object
lessons of devotion and integrity
which are truly refreshing in con-
trast to the usually selfish and
irresponsible course of mankind in
general.

Elimelech and his wife, Naomi,
left the land of Judah during a
time of famine, believing they
could better themselves along ma-
terial lines in the land of Moab.
In Moab, their two sons married
Moabitish women. These facts are
recorded without comment as to
the wisdom of the course taken,
but after the death of Elimelech
and his two sons, Naomi, the
mother, confesses that the hand of
the Lord had dealt harshly with
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her, as though she recognized that
the family had made a move which
was contrary to the divine will.
And it did indicate a lack of faith
in their God thus to forsake the
land which he had given to them
and to take up residence in a
strange country. It was also con-
trary to the Law for the sons to
marry heathen women. Possibly,
however, Elimelech, as head of the
family, was largely responsible for
this wrong move, and for that
reason the Lord overruled it for
Naomi’s good in later life.

Her husband and two sons hav-
ing died, Naomi’s thoughts natural-
ly turned toward her own people
in the land of Judah, and, hearing
good reports therefrom, she de-
cided to return. Knowing how out
of place her daughters-in-law
would be in Israel, especially in
view of the fact that they did not
worship and serve the true God,
Naomi entreated them to remain
in the land of Moab. One of them
(Orpah) decided to do this, but
Ruth did not. In our Golden Text
we have her beautiful expression
of loyalty to her mother-in-law,
and what is of greater importance
in the out-working of the divine
plan, her declared intention to ac-
cept and serve Israel's God. It
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‘was this decision that made of her
an Israelite in God’s sight, and lat-
er an acceptable wife for Boaz.
Had she not renounced allegiance
to the Moabitish gods, and pledged
her loyalty to the God of Israel,
Boaz would have violated the Law
in marrying her.

The custom of gleaning in the
harvest fields was apparently a
well established one in ancient Is-
rael, the gleaners gathering and
keeping for their own use, or to
sell, whatever was left by the reg-
ular reapers, who were either the
owners of the field or the hired
help. The Law provided that the
corners of the field should always
be left for the gleaners. Boaz,
in order to show special kindness
to Ruth who went to glean in his
field, instructed his reapers pur-
posely to drop handfuls of gram
for her benefit..

The custom of gleanmg is some-
times referred to as illustrative of .

the final phase of the harvest of
God’s “wheat class”
the age. The illustration may be
appropriate in a limited way, al-
though the gleaners

the reapers—they did not wait un-
til the harvest was over before they
started to glean, but began their
work with the first day of harvest

and continued each day until the-

harvest was over. In this sense
the gleaners might well illustrate
those who embrace faithfully the
smaller opportunities in the har-
vest field.

“in this end of -

in  Israel.
worked virtually side by side with

Naomi’s suggestion to Ruth that
she lay herself at the feet of Boaz
may not have been in the best of
taste. That Boaz should caution
Ruth not to tell others about it
would indicate that it was not al-
together the conventional thing to
do at the time. But the desired
result was accomplished. Boaz
had an opportunity brought to his
attention—the opportunity of re-
deeming Ruth and Naomi's field,
and of marrying Ruth. This kept
unbroken the genealogical line
through which Christ was to be
born.

It has been suggested that in
this narrative Naomi might repre-
sent Eve, and Boaz, becoming her
son-in-law, represent Christ, who,
by associating himself with the

_human family, was able to redeem

members thereof to be his bride,

"as represented by Ruth; and-also
to. redeem the whole world rep-

resented by the field. The illustra-
tion doesn’t fit in every particular,
but the suggestion is food for
thought. As we have seen, the
important thing in the Book of
Ruth is the fact that it supplies an
important link in the lineage of
David and of Christ.

QUESTIONS:

What is the main purpose served by
the Book of Ruth?

Does the work of gleaning follow the
harvest, or go hand in hand with it?

Is there any typical lesson that might
be drawn from Boaz’s association with
Naomi and Ruth?

X



» » Under Samuel

GAINING NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS

MARCH 24—1 Samuel 7:1-8, 13-15

GOLDEN TEXT: “Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be
my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you,
that it may be well unto you.”—Jeremiah 7:23
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OLLOWING the death of
Joshua, Israel was ruled by
“judges” for a period of 450 years,
and Samuel was the last of this
type of ruler. (Acts 13:20) Sam-
uel was also a prophet as well as
a judge, serving in either or both
capacities as divine providence in-
dicated the opportunity and need.
Each of Israel’s judges was raised
up at a time of dire need result-
ing, as a rule, from the people’s
unfaithfulness to the Lord. The
judges called attention to the sin-
ful ways of the people and en-
couraged them to rededicate them-
selves to the Lord. Doing this,
God’s favor would return’ and
they would again enjoy peace and
prosperity. )
It was under such circumstances

. that Samuel’'s judgeship began.
The “ark of the Lord” had been
removed from its proper place,
which in itself foreboded calamity
for the Israelites. For twenty
years this situation continued, and
during all this time “the house
of Israel lamented after the Lord.
And Samuel spake unto all the
liouse of Israel, saying, If ye do re-
{urn unto the Lord with all your
hearts, then put away the strange
gods and Ashtaroth from among
you, and prepare your hearts un-
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to the Lord, and serve him only:
and he will deliver you out of the
hand of the Philistines.”

Israel’s failure was often attrib-
utable to their disposition to com-
promise. It was not so much a
case of their turning against God
as it was of permitting their affec-
tions to be divided between
Jehovah and the various heathen
gods. They were desirous »f all
the blessings Jehovah was willing
to give them, but supposed that
other advantages accrued from
giving a certain amount of alle-
giance to “strange gods.” Divided
worship has never been pleasing
to God nor satisfactory to the wor-
shiper. James wrote (1:8) that a
“double minded man is unstable
in all his ways.” That was true
of the Israelites, and it is true
of Christians.

So, properly, Samuel admonished
the people to return unto God with
all their hearts. It was necessary
that they make a definite decision
and break away entirely from all
semblance of devotion to other
gods. The people saw the wisdom
of Samuel’s advice, and did as he
suggested, “and served the Lord
only.”

Under the circumstances more
seemed to be necessary than mere-
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ly to change their way of life.
Samuel arranged an event that
would help the people remember
‘the stand they had taken—an out-
‘ward demonstration of their change
of heart. He told them all to
gather at Mizpeh, saying, “I will
pray for you unto the Lord.” They
did as he requested, and while at
Mizpeh drew water and “poured
it out before the Lord, and fasted
on that day, and said there, We
‘have sinned against the Lord.”

The gathering of so many of the
Israelites at Mizpeh aroused the
suspicions of the Philistines so
“they went up against Israel.” This
was a real test of the Israelites’
faith. They had returned to God
with their whole hearts. Was he
now willing and able to protect
them? Samuel took the matter to
the Lord in prayer, offering an ap-
propriate burnt offering, and in
answer to this prayer God fought
for Israel, and the Philistines were
defeated. .

This marked a deﬁmte turnmg
point in the experiences of Israel.
For a long time the Philistines had
been harassing them, capturing one
after another of their cities and
holding over them a constant threat
of aggression. But now the people
had returned to God, and he had
returned to them, so the Philistines
were powerless to do them further
harm. Furthermore, the cities
which had been wrested from Is-
rael were recaptured. During all
the time that Samuel ruled over
Israel as judge, the Philistines were
powerless to do them harm. There

was also peace between the Israel-
ites and the Amorites."

In this we see exemplified the
principle set forth in the Golden
Text in which the Lord states,
“Obey my voice, and I will be
your God, and ye shall be my
people: and walk ye in all the ways
that I have commanded you, that
it may be well unto you.” (Jer.
7:23) These words were recorded
by Jeremiah, who, like Samuel,
had the responsibility of calling
Israel’s attention to her sins. The
underlying principles of God’s
dealings with his people never
change. Circumstances under
which these principles operate may
and do change, but the principles
themselves always remain the
same.

Israel’s history, with few excep-
tions, is one of failure in that they

‘'were not wholeheartedly for the

Lord. This léd to their unprepared-
ness to accept the Messiah when he

-~ eame to them at the end of the Jew-

ish age. But God in his great mercy
will give them another chance in
the world’s coming judgment day.
Then judges will be raised up to
them and to all mankind, and by
heeding their instructions rich
blessings of peace and life will
come to all the families of the
earth.—Isa. 1:26

 QUESTIONS:

What was the posit}on of Samuel in
the nation of Israel?

Why did the Israelites so often lack
the blessing of the Lord?

Will Israel have another opportunity
to turn wholeheartedly to the Lord?

—



» » Regimentation Feared

A NATION DEMANDS A KING

MARCH 31—1 Samuel 8:10-22
GOLDEN TEXT: “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.”—Psalm 33:12
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HEN Samuel was old he ap-

pointed his sons to serve as
judges in Israel, apparently with
the thought that they would be
his successors; but the people
would not accept them, and instead
clamored for a king. This dis-
tressed Samuel for he evidently
considered it as a personal rebuff
to himself and to the soundness
of his judgment. He took the mat-
ter to the Lord in prayer and was
assured that the attitude of the
people was in reality the rejection
of an arrangement which divine
wisdom considered best suited to
their needs. God said to Samuel,
“They have not rejected thee, but

they have rejected me, that I
should not reign over them.”’—1
Sam. 8:7

While the Lord interpreted this
action of the Israelites as a rejec-
tion of his rulership, it had been
foreseen by Moses, and through
him instructions given as to who—
when they took this action—they
should choose as a king, and the
restrictions to be imposed upon
him. They were to choose one of
their own nation. The chosen one
was not to use his office to heap
up fabulous riches for himself. He
was not to emulate heathen kings
in his domestic life by taking un-
to himself a large number of wives.
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He was to acquire a copy of the
Law and read it to the people; and
was not to consider himself as be-
ing exalted above his brethren.—
See Deuteronomy 17:14-20

But seemingly the Lord realized
that few of Israel’'s kings would
measure up to this standard, so he
instructed Samuel to present to
the people some of the hardships
they would be called upon to en-
dure under the rulership of a king.
1 Samuel 8:11-18 presents a picture
of regimentation and taxation very
much like many countries have
experienced in modern times, and
Samuel warns the Israelites that
this is what they should expect if
they insisted on having a king rule
over them in order to be like
neighboring nations.

The people listened to the warn-
ing, but still demanded a king, so
the Lord instructed Samuel to
yield to their wishes. That the
people had not actually rejected
Samuel is evidenced by the fact
that they accepted his choice of
Saul to be their first king, arnd also
recognized the authority of the
anointing ceremony which the
prophet performed. And while
they rejected the Lord’s arrange-
ment of judges to be rulers, he
directed in the choice of their
kings, and looked upon the throne
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of Israel as his throne. Thus we
read, for example, that “Solomon
sat on the throne of the Lord as
king instead of David his father.”
(1 Chron. 29:23) Thus the king-
dom of Israel became a type of
the kingdom of Christ.

The period of the kings of Israel,
beginning with Saul and ending
with Zedekiah, was one of uncer-
tainty which eventuated in com-
plete collapse. Some of their kings
endeavored to rule in righteous-
ness, but most of them were of
doubtful integrity, and under them
Israel suffered the loss of prestige
among other nations, and also the
loss of God’s favor which, in 606
B. C, led to national servitude.
It was then that their last king was
taken captive to Babylon.

Saul, their first king, was the
delight of the people. Head and

shoulders above his - fellows, - he

symbolized to them- their idea .of
glory and power.. He was mighty
in battle for a time, but when pride
and ambition turned his heart
away from the Lord he began to
lose, and finally went down to an
ignominious defeat. Then David,
having previously been anointed
by Samuel to be the successor- of
Saul, in the Lord’s providence
came to the throne.

David was a man after God’s
own heart, we are told, but he
made his mistakes too, and al-
though they were not mistakes that
would cause the Lord utterly to
reject him, he suffered because
of them. Then came Solomon, the
wisest of all Israel’s kings until
he went contrary to Moses’ in-
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struction in the matter of wives,
and even worse, permitted them
to institute the worship of their
gods in Israel. Nevertheless, un-
der Solomon, the nation reached
the zenith of its national glory—a
glory which, even before the
death of Solomon, began to wane.

With Solomon’s death there
came national division, ten of the
tribes breaking away from the
other two. From this point onward
in the Scriptures we find the ex-
pression, “The house of Israel and
the house of Judah.” Each house
had its -own king, and the Scrip-
tures record both these lines of
kings, showing that with few ex-
ceptions, they were all unfaithful
to the Lord. “Judah” was the two
tribe kingdom, and “Israel” the
ten tribe kingdom. In the divine
promises of ‘ultimate restoration,

“when the new covenant will be
‘made with them, both houses are

specifically mentioned.—Jer. 31:31

Here again we have a marvelous
display of God’s mercy, for the
many divine promises to both Is-
rael and Judah assure us that they
are still “beloved for the fathers’
sakes,” and that their ungodliness
will be turned away when the Mes-
sianic Deliverer shall come out of
Sion in fulfilment of the divine
promises made to them.—Rom. 11:
26-28

QUESTIONS:

Was Israel’s request for a king con-
trary to the divine will?

How do we know that God accepted
the arrangement?

Of what was the kingdom of Israel
a type? ;
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quarters in which we can travel about the country to spread the
message of the kingdom, as colporteurs, and in whatever other
ways the Lord may open up to us. ‘

Before investigating the possibility of securing new equipment
for this purpose, the thought has occurred to us that perhaps some
of the brethren may have the equipment we are looking for and
would be glad to sell it to us at a fair price. Or it may be that
some brother or sister may know of friends or neighbors who have
such equipment that could be bought. We are interested in pur-
chasing a house trailer, approximately twenty-five feet in length;
and also a station wagon, carryall, or automobile, to transport the
trailer. We have been advised that a fluid drive automobile is not
satisfactory for this purpose. If in your contact with the brethren
generally you can acquaint us with any leads or offers along this
line, we shall be very grateful indeed. Sincerely yours in the King’s
service, Brothers Casimir Lanowick and Alfred Burns.

This letter is self-explanatory, and any information along the
line asked for may be sent to THE Dawn, Colporteur Department,
and it will be forwarded to these brethren. We understand that
they are planning to enter the service early this spring. Let us all
pray that the dear Lord may richly bless their efforts to his glory,
and to the comforting of many hearts with the message of the truth.

The colporteur work now will probably be found more in-
teresting in some ways than in former days. Through the years,
for one reason or another, many of the Lord’s people who were en-
lightened with present truth have lost their contact with others of
like precious faith. The message going out over the air from

~week to week is “finding” many of these, and as they are again
brought into contact with “truth people” their rejoicing is great.
Those who serve as colporteurs are certain to come in contact with
still others who once loved the truth, and they will have the blessed
opportunity of fanning that flame of interest into a renewed glow
and warmth of love and zeal. ‘

The truth has now been broadcast by radio in many parts of the
country for more than five years. This has helped to prepare the
way for colporteurs. Some who are spending part time in the
service write us of the blessings received in meeting those who
are regular listeners to the programs, but who have not sent for
literature. We should not expect, of course, that all who enjoy
hearing the truth will accept it and make a full consecration to the
Lord. But what rejoicing it brings to our hearts to share the bless-
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ings of the truth with others in whatever measure they are pre-
pared to receive it!

While on the subject, we might mention that the brethren who
are planning to use a trailer in the service (as noted above) expect
not only to colporteur the places they visit, but also to distribute
tracts, and where the opportunity offers, arrange for public and
class meetings. No doubt two to four friends who wish to work
together will find a trailer a great convenience, and a great help
in living economically, yet others may prefer not to live in this
manner. The service itself is the important consideration, and we
will be glad to hear from any who feel inclined toward activity
of this kind, either part or full time.

Let us know your good wishes along this line, and perhaps
suggestions can be made that will help you to see your way clear to
spend more of your time in the service of our Lord and King. We
are fully aware of the loving zeal of the brethren everywhere. We
believe it can be truthfully said that there isn’t a fully consecrated
saint of God anywhere who would not love to lay down life itself
in the service of the Lord, the truth, and the brethren.

For many, however, the Lord’s providence does not make the
way clear for a great deal of direct, active service in the Lord’s
vineyard. Nevertheless, it is appropriate that each one occas1onally
look over the situation of his life to ascertain if the way might be
open to devote a little more time to the service, or possibly even
full time. Anyway, let us hear from you and we will do what we
can to help. We are reminded of one of Brother Russell’s many
admonitions aloeng this line, as follows:

The very object of our being called into this light is that we may
let it shine. If we do not let it shine we are unworthy of it, and the
treasure will be taken away and we will be left in darkness. If indeed
we have received the light and have consecrated ourselves fully to God,
let us ask ourselves, What am I doing to show forth the praises of him
who hath called me out of darkness? Am I going forth with these
tidings to my neigbhbors near and far? Am I busy from day to day in
seeking to vindicate the divine character, and to make known God’s
righteous ways? Am I economizing time and means, and so arranging
my temporal affairs as to give as much time as possible to the work?
And, then, am I diligently studying to make myself thoroughly familiar
with the truth, so that I may indeed be a. living epistle known and read
of all men within the circle of my influence?—a workman indeed that
need not be ashamed?
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A Visit Abroad

BROTHER E. R. WILCOX, an
elder in the Seattle Ecclesia, has
recently returned from abroad,
and has written the following
account of his visits with the
British brethren, which we are
glad to publish, believing it to
be of interest to all.

Dear Brethren at The Dawn: The
Lord’s blessings are beyond our
understanding and surely his mer-
cy covereth all that are his! Hav-
ing just returned from several
months in England and the conti-
nent on a teaching mission for the
Government, it occurred to me that
the brethren here might be inter-
ested in some of the contacts which
I was able to make with truth
friends on the other side of the
Atlantic. When I accepted the as-
signment, it was with the hope that
I might have opportunity to meet
and fellowship with' some of our
English brethren and in this I was
not disappointed.

- My first contact was established
by letter to Brother Edwin Allbon,
the secretary of the Alderbrooke
Ecclesia at Ilford, Essex. He gave
me the names and addresses of
several of the friends in England
and Scotland. While on a short
stay in Edinburgh, I met the sec-
retary of the Associated Bible Stu-
dents’ class there, Brother Harry

Stewart, and spent several hours.

in pleasant fellowship with him.
Unfortunately for me the class
there had gone that Sunday for a
joint meeting with the Associated
Bible Students’ class at Glasgow,
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so I did not have opportunity to
meet others of the dozen or so
friends in the Edinburgh class. I
understand that they meet regular-
ly each Sunday for study and wor-
ship at the home of one of the sis-
ters.

I received a great blessing from
my talks with Brother Stewart on
the unfolding of the truth and its
relation to present world develop-
ments. )

Later on I had the opportunity
to fellowship with the Alderbrooke
Ecclesia at Ilford. Here I met with
some fifty or sixty zealous and en-
ergetic brethren who are continu-
ing to hold their three meetings
each Sunday in addition to week-
night studies and a regular weekly
young folks meeting—this in spite
of having been bombed out of two
meeting places and having a short-
age of heat in their present one.
The elders of this class are serving
as .speakers to smaller classes in
the London area and also in other -
parts of England. The strain of
the war at close range has had its
effects upon these dear friends as
it has upon all the people of Eng-
land, but they are working and
planning to continue the promulga-
tion of the truth according to their
various capacities and opportuni-
ties. I most thoroughly enjoyed
my fellowship with these dear
friends and am happy to present
their expression of Christian love
to the truth friends in America.

I could not close this letter with-
out reference to a dear English
brother in Swinden, Wiltshire—
Brother Fred Stratton. He carries
on a wide correspondence with the
truth friends in both England and
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America and my several visits with
him were most inspiring to me.
His faith and zeal and energy
might well be emulated by many
of us who are not limited solely
to fellowship through the mails. I

only wish that I could have fel- .

lowshiped with more of the faith-
ful ones scattered here and there
in the various towns in the British
Isles. Their trials and testings have

been severe, and those who are
remaining faithful surely need our
love and prayers. We know that
the Lord’s arm is not shortened; his

. promises both to the church and

ultimately to all mankind are sure
arid certain, and his mercy endur-
eth forever. With all Christian
love, Your brother by his grace.

—E. R. Wilcox
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“With the Lord”

ON SATURDAY, January 19,
Brother Alfred I. Ritchie, of Los
Angeles, California, finished his
earthly pilgrimage—“faithful unto
death.” He was born October 8,
1871, in Monmouth, Canada. He is

survived by his wife, Sister Nina .

M. Ritchie. Our sympathy goes
out to Sister Ritchie, whose great
loss is compensated for only in the
thought of Brother  Ritchie’s rich
gain, and by the promise of God’s
presence to help her in every time
of need.

Brother Ritchie was well known
among “truth people,” being as-
gzociated with the truth movement
since the early days of Brother
Russell, having read one of the first
copies of “The Divine Plan of the
Ages” to be issued. His father saw
it advertised in the Literary Digest.
Brother Ritchie served as a pil-
grim, and in important executive
positions at the main office. At the
time of Pastor Russell’'s death he
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Wwas serving as vice-president
the Association. He was a deep
analytical student of the truth, and
its staunch supporter at all times.
In recent years he and Sister
Ritchie made their home in the
Los Angeles district, and Brother
Ritchie served faithfully as an eld-
er of the Los Angeles Ecclesia.
The brethren in this ecclesia miss
him greatly. Brother Ritchie is
the second elder of the Los Angeles
Ecclesia to leave for “home” with-
in a few months, Brother Robert
E. Nash having finished his course
late in 1945.
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Truth Made Plain

Dear Brethren of the Dawn: I
just finished the ‘“Studies in the
Scriptures” in 1945 and count it the
greatest privilege I have ever had.
There just aren’t words to express
the beauty and truth that Pastor
Russell has set forth in the vol-
umes—truly the most perfect works
since St. Paul. He makes the Bible
so clear that I know just where I
stand now and know that I'll never
forsake the truth. (God help me
to remain faithful.) I intend to
pore over these books as long as
I have the strength and time.
Would love to be located where I
could attend a large class often,
has helped me to
~ understand a lot of truth. She truly
is a'child of the Lord. I give the
message to as many as I can and
wish I could shout it from the
housetops. I love The Dawn maga-
zine - and have the Tabernacle
Shadows. Sincerely wishing God’s
blessing upon my friends at The
Dawn until the work is finished,
Your friend in the Lord, G. H. R,,
Colo.

Truth Reveals God’s Love

The Dawn: Received the book,
“The Divine Plan of the Ages.” The
lady I gave it to likes it very much.
I consecrated my life to God when
in my fourteenth year but couldn’t
love God as I wanted to until I
understood the truth about hell,
.and why God permits what we call
evil. I am now seventy-six years
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old. I have been interested in Bi-
ble study since I was about eleven
years old. I bought a copy of “The
Divine Plan of the Ages” when I
was about thirty-four and have
been a Bible Student ever since.
The world has never been the same
to me since. I wanted the truth, soI
believe now I know God and love
Him. Thank God. Enclosed find
payment for the book. Respectful-
ly, Your sister in Christ, M. B. W,
Okla. -

Better Than Church
Dear Sirs: By chance I happened

- to hear one of your Sunday morn-

ing broadcasts almost two months
ago;.and I made note of your ad-
dress, feeling at the time I would
write you for a copy. I am a very
busy doctor, relieving the ‘“soles”
of foot-sufferers and do not have
sufficient time to do the things to
make my “soul” happier, so I am
just now snatching a little time
along with cother necessary writing
to tell you how I do appreciate
your broadcast. I have since had a
chance to hear you only a few
times, but each one has added a
happiness to my mind and soul
that writing can’t fully explain. I
have long, long hoped that some
day someone or ones would come
out with just such interpretations
as you are giving of the Bible. ....
As for my part of spiritual knowl-
edge, you men are putting out
just what suits and satisfies to the
utmost, so may your good work
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go on and on. Now I wish that I
may have a copy of your talks each
Sunday and if possible I would like
to have the last few talks also. I
prefer hearing you rather than to
hear any preacher here or else-
where I know. T’ll gladly pay the
postage on the leaflets and be glad
to pay extra for them if you re-
quire it in order to secure them.
R. E. W,, Okla.

Seeking the Answer

Dear Sirs: This morning I was
listening to your broadcast and the
booklet you spoke of may be just
the thing I'm looking for. My
father passed away very suddenly
on New Year’s day. We didn't
have time to speak of spiritual
things and we had no message
from him or word of assuring testi-
mony. Since this tragedy, I've-
been worried . crazy-——wondering,
wondering, wondering what hap-
pens when people die in this way.
My father lived by the golden rule
and was liked by everyone, yet he
made no profession of having come
into the knowledge of sins forgiven.
It is hard to believe that my father
must spend eternity in hell or
whatever the place of separation
from God might be. I'll be ever-
lastingly grateful to you if you can
help me answer some of these
questions that I might again know
some measure of mental peace.
Sincerely yours, G. N. I, N. Y.

A Minister Appreciates

Gentlemen: I listened to your
radio program Sunday, which, to
my idea, was very illuminating and
constructive. I have never heard
the end of the world explained in
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just that way, but I am in hearty
accord with you, as it sounds very
reasonable and sound. I would be
very much pleased to receive a
copy of The Dawn and I thank you.
Sincerely yours in Christ, Rev. F.
X. R, Ind.

From a Gold Star Mother

Frank and Ernest: I hear your
program on Sunday quite often,
and enjoy it. I heard you yester-
day. I am a Gold Star mother.
I lost my son last May 9 in the navy
—the only son I had. He was so
young to give his life for his coun-
try—just nineteen. Sometimes it
seems more than I can stand. I'm
a Christian and I'm looking for the
day when I can meet him in a
better home than I could give him.
I would like to have your maga-
zine for Gold Star mothers, and
pray for me that I may hold up. I
have read so much trying to find
comfort since this has happened.
It seems so hard to bear but God
knows what is best. We just can’t
understand. I have wondered why
God took him away from me.
Thank you for the magazine. M.
H., Tenn.

Shut-in Héars Truth

Dear Sirs: Please send me your
booklet of ninety-six pages of “God
and Reason.” I'm a shut-in and I
listen to your program. It is
most wonderful the way you explain
the Bible and God’s meaning of it.
I have never heard anyone explain
it so clearly. It is a wonderful
thing on earth and may God bless
and keep your work going on ever-
lastingly: and bless your every
program. Sincerely, M. P., Ariz.



SPEAKERS APPOINTMENTS

H. E. ANDERSON

R. A. KREBS
Orlando, Fla. .... Feb. 28, March 1
Jacksonville, Fla. ................ 3
Atlanta, Ga. ...................... 5
Chattanooga, Tenn. .............. 6,7
Knoxville, Tenn. .................. 8,10
Greensboro, N. C. ................ 11,12
Roanoke, Va. ...........oovununn... 13
Richmond, Va. .................... 14
Washington, D. C. (Evening) .... 16
Washington, D. C. (Morning) .... 17
Baltimore, Md. (Afternoon) ...... 17
Paterson, N. J. .................... 24
Brooklyn, N. Y. .................. 31
J. Y. MAC AULAY
_ Houston, Texas .. Feb. 27, March 3
Galveston, Texas .. Feb. 28, March 1
Dublin, Texas .......covvenevnnenn 4,5
Rochelle, Texas ......... 6

San Antonio, Texas

Albany, N. Y. ............ March 10
W. T. BAKER
Paterson, N. J. ............ March 31
F. A. BRIGHT
Allentown, Pa. ............ March 3
Binghamton, N. Y. ................ 24
N. T. CONSTANT
Hartford, Conn. .......... March 10
JENS COPELAND
Wichita, Kans. ............ March 1
Oklahoma City, Okla. ............ 3
Ft. Worth, Texas .................. 4
Dallas, TeXas .......covveeneenennns 5
San Antonio, Texas .............. 6,7
Phoenix, Ariz. .................... 9,10
- Riverside, Calif. .................. 11
San Diego, Calif. .............. 12 Donna, Texas ....................
Alhambra, Calif. .............. 13 Phoenix, Ariz. .................... 15,17
Pomona, Calif, ................ 14 Yuma, Ariz. ..ccoooiiiiii. 18,19
Eagle Rock, Calif. ............ }? Riverside, Calif. .................. 20, 21
%OS Ang?:lels.,f Calif. ............ 18 San Bernardino, Calif. ............ 22
Berkeley, Calit, .. .. .11 _jo Pasadena, Calif. (Morning) ...... 24
erreley, SRR Los Angeles, Calif. (Afternoon) .. 24
San Francisco, Calif. ........ 20 Glendale. Calif " 2%
Redwood City, Calif. ...... 21 Pomona ’ Calif : 28
Oakland, Calif. .......... 22 ’ el
Portland, Ore. ...oomooeeriii o Los Angeles, Calif. ................ 31
Tacoma, Wash. .................... 25 W. S. MARSHALL
Vancouver, B. C, Can. .......... 26,27  Guilford, Me. .............. March 3
Duncan, B. C, Can. .............. 28 Dexter, Me.
Victoria, B. C,, Can. .... 29
Seattle, Wash. .................... 31
Wenatchee, Wash. 1
S. C. DE GROOT
York, Pa. (Evening) March 16
York, Pa. (Morning) .............. 17
Lancaster, Pa. (Afternoon) ...... 17
New Haven, Conn. (Morning) .... 24
Waterbury, Conn. (Af_temoon) 24
E. FAY
Riverside, Calif. (Morning) March 17
Pomona, Calif. (Afternoon) ...... 17
P. KOLLIMAN
New Bedford, Mass. ...... March 24

Bangor, Me. .....
Ellsworth, Me. ....................
E. MAURER
East Liverpool, Ohio ...... March 10
Washington, Pa. .................. 17
G. P. OSTRANDER
Wilkes Barre, Pa. .......... March 1
Binghamton, N. Y. ................ 3
0. W. PASSIOS
Monessen, Pa. ............ March 24
LEO POST
Indianapolis, Ind. .......... March 31
Dayton, Ohio .............. April 1
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Waterbury, Conn. ........ March 1 Eﬁiﬁggidhg' Jf’; """""" March 1?
Paterson, N. J. ....c.ocvvnninnnnn.n 10 Readmgppa* B e
Philadelphia, Pa. .................. 17 Boston, Mass. oo 31
W. D. SOPER *Public meeting, 8 P. M. in the Hub-
i . bard School, W. 8th Street, between
San Diego, Calif. ..... e March 3 Plainfield and Spooner Avenues.
F. S. WASSMANN - H. L. YOUNG
Groton, Conn. (Evening) .. March 16 Shamokm, Pa. ...l March 17
Groton, Conn. (Morning) ........ 17 C. W. ZAHNOW
New London, Conn. (Afternoon) 17 Texas Territory .......... March 1-31

BERKELEY, CALIF.,, March 3—South
BRerkeley Masonic Temple, 1837 Alcatraz
Ave., near Adeline.

SAGINAW, MICH., March 10—Woman’s
Club, 311 N. Jefferson Street.

ALBANY, N. Y., March 10—Y. W. C. A,
5 Lodge Street.

MINNEAPOLIS, M]NN March 17—
Regular third Sunday conventlon For
details, write the secretary, Mr. Roy~
Carpentier, 2316 Howard Street N. E,
Minneapolis, Minn.

PHILADELPHIA, PA., March 17—For
information, write the secretary, Mr.
Amos Van Sant, R. F. D. 1, Franklin-
ville, N. J.

SHAMOKIN, PA., March 17—Redmen’s
Hall, 21 N. Market Street. Opens 2 p. m.
CHICAGO, 1LL., March 24—-All day
gathering, Central Masonic Temple, 910
N. LaSalle Stireet.

DETROIT, MICH., March 24—Maccabees
Bldg., Woodward ‘Avenue, at Putnam.
BOSTON, MASS.,, March 31—All day
gathering, 30 Huntington Avenue. Opens
10:15 A. M.

BROOKLYN, N. Y., March 31—For de-
tails, write the secretary, Mr. Felix S.
Wassmann, 36 Sylvan Street, Ruther-
ford, N. J.

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF., Mareh 31—
Fifth Sunday gathering, St. Francis
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Hall, Native Sons’ Bldg., 414 Mason St.

TOLEDQO, OHIO, March 31—Fifth Sun-
day gathering, Fort Meigs Hotel.

WEATHERFORD, TEXAS, March 31—
Zion Hill Schoolhouse, near Weather-
ford. “Any desiring to meet with us,
and not having transportation beyond
Weatherford, if they will advise Mr."J.
‘Wyndelts, 3715 University Blvd., Dallas,
Tex., they will be met at the station
and taken to the school house.”

ST. GEORGE, S.I,NEW YORK, April 7
—Curtis Lyceum, 70 Stuyvesant Place.
All day gathering.

CLEVELAND, OHIO, April 28—All day
gathering in the Y. M. C. A, E. 22nd
Street and Prospect Avenue.

@
THE MEMORIAL DATE

After sundown on Sunday, April 14
will be the correct date for commemo-
rating our Lord’s death. Sunday even-
ing will correspond to the time when
Jesus instituted the first memorial, and
the. next afternoon (Monday the 15th)
will correspond to the time of his cruci-
fixion.

The first new moon after the spring
equinox this year is at 11:57 p. m,
April 1. According to Jewish reckon-
ing therefore, Nisan 1 would be from
sundown April 1 to sundown April 2,
and the 14th of Nisan would be from
sundown April 14 to sundown April 15.
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"Hearer, My God, to Ghee"

MAN is so constituted by nature that he instinctively longs for
fellowship with his God. Phrenology explains that the basest passions
and appetites lie along the base of the brain, and that the superior
and higher attributes of the mind occupy the top of the brain. It is
undoubtedly true that the majority of people live chiefly in the cellar
or base of their brains. Their words, deeds and thoughts have to do
with the sensual rather than with the intellectual and spiritual. Doubt-
less many remain in such a condition because of ignorance, supersti~
tion and fear. They dread to think about God because he has been mis-
represented to them by professed Christians and their creeds. Never-
theless, as the Apostle Paul explains, even the heathen have a longing
for God, and feel after him if haply they might find him.—Acts 17:27

Doubtless in the minds of many people in every land occasional wor-
ship of God is in response to the call of these higher organs of the brain.
They cry out for intercourse with God, fellowship with him. The
Lord’s consecrated people, begotten by the Holy Spirit, may have con-
stant communion with God. Even in their business and in their pleasure
they have the Lord as their Fellow, or Partner. They confer with him
respecting the proper course to be taken in everything.  Such is the
ideal condition. Happy are all who have this experience. They are
God’s saints.. Only true Christians now have the privilege of prayer
with the promise of being heard and answered. These are only such as
have repented of sin, who have consecrated their lives to God’s will and
have Jesus as their Advocate.—Psalm 50:14-17; Proverbs 15:29

When God created man, this craving of the highest organs of his
nature was abundantly provided for—man had unbroken fellowship with -
his Creator. But when sin entered God broke off this fellowship and
condemned father Adam to death. During the Jewish age, that people
had prayer privileges restored to them as a “house of servants.” Similar-
ly the church has prayer privileges, but as the “house of sons.”—
Hebrews 3:5, 6

By and by, however, the fellowship between God and the world will
be restored by the reign of the great Messiah—Christ and his church,
his body. At the end of the Millennium, all who prove themselves un-
worthy of life everlasting will be destroyed in the second death; and
those counted worthy of eternal life, having reached human perfection,
will be restored to full fellowship with the Heavenly Father, as Adam
originally possessed it.
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BIBLE STUDY HELPS

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES: “The
Divine Plan of the Ages”—Cloth, 50 cents;
10 or more, 40 cents each: Paper, 25 cents;
10 or more, 18 cents. “The Time is at Hand”
—Cloth, 50 cents. “Thy Kingdom Come”—
Cloth, 50 cents (temporarily out of stock).
“The Battle of Armageddon”—Cloth, 85
cents. “The Atonement Between God and
Man”—Cloth, 85 cents. - “The New Creation”
—Cloth, 85 cents. Complete sets will be

available again soon.

THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL

This new booklet contains articles
on the sabbath;: Tithing; The Holy City;
etc. Especmlly appropriate for witness-
ing among those interested along the
lines of Adventism. Single copies, ‘15
cents; in quantities of 25 or more, 10
cents each.

THE NEW HYMN BOOK
Paper bound Hynins of Dawn, with

_music, 50 cents each. An unexpected

demand for the cloth bound edition
has temporarily exhausted our supply.
New supply of these will be ready
soon. Paper bound edition is appropri-
ate for class and convention use.

5—CENT BOOKLETS -

As Angels of Light—-Dlscusses the

subject of Spiritualism.

Christ Has Returned—Rationalizes a
much misunderstood - subject. -

God and Reason—Supplants credulxty
with faith.

God’s Plan—Reveals progressive na-
ture of God’s purpose.

Hope Beyond the Grave—Gives defi-
nite assurance of future life.

The Truth About Hell—-Examines en-

tire testimony of the Bible on this
vital subject.

4‘
x v,
Berean 'Questions—On The Divine
Plan of the Ages: Paper bound, 10 cents.
Daily Heavenly Manna—De Luxe edi-
tion, $1.25; cloth bound, 50 cents.
Tabernacle Shadows—25 cents each;
lots of 10 or more, 18 cents each.

k ,

1—CENT BOOKLETS
God’s Hand in the Affairs of Men—

Proves  God’s love through -the ages..

God’s New Ordet—stcusses King-
dom hope. :
God’s Remedy—The only solution.
God’s Restitution Project—Will work.

Good News —Refreshing.

The Father, The Son, The Holy Spirit.

The Jew and the War-—A message of
hope.

The Judment Day—Rcmoves gloom.

Divine Intervention Near—Reassuring.

————— B

Chosen People—Historically Reveal-
ing Prophetically Informative: 15 cents;
25 or more, 10 cents each.

Created He Them-—Refutes evolutica
theory: 15 cents; 25 or more, 10 cents
each.

Free Literature—Tracts, Kingdom Cards, Consolation Cards, etc., in any quan-
tity desired. Write for mformatlon, or place an order.

THE DAWN

East Rutherford

NEW JERSEY
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§ o Us the Srriptures Clearly Teah
i That ‘the Church is “the Temple of the Living God”
) —peculiarly “His workmanship”; that its construc-
i] _ tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel age
E, —ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer
§, and the chief corner stone of this Temple, through
3 which, when finished, God’s blessings shall come “to
o all people,” and they find access to Him.—1 Cor. 3:16,
N 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29

51 That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polish-
a ing of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement
3 for sin, progresses; and when the last of these “liv-
3 ‘ing stones,” “elect and precious,” shall have been
9 made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all
% together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple

shall be filled with His glory, and be the meeting
p'ace between God and men throughout the Millen-
nium.—Rev. '15:5-8

That the basis of hope for the - Church and the

World lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the
grace of God tasted death for every man,” “a ran-
som for all,” and will be “the true light which light-
eth every man that cometh into the world,” “in due
time.”—Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6

That the hope of the Church 1s that she may be
like her Lord, “see Him as He is,” be a partaker of

the divine nature and share His glory as His joint-

heir.—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4

That the present mission of the Church is the per-
fecting of the saints for the future work of service; to
develop in herself every grace; to be God’s witness to
the world; and to prepare to be the kings and priests in
the next age.—Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings
of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all
by Christ’s Millennial Kingdom-—the restitution of all
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient,
at the hands of their Redeemer and His glonﬁed
Church—when all the wilfully wicked will be de-
stroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35
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