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Highlights of Dawn

BAPTISM could well b e
one of the most widely
practiced and univer-
sally misunderstoo d
ceremonies connecte d
with Christian religion .
Many churches urg e
their adherents t o
sprinkle infants with
holy water as soon afte r
birth as possible, be-
lieving that should they
die without this rite be-
ing performed, these in-
nocent children would
surely not be saved .
Other millions of Chris-
tians believe that in th e
simple act of being im-
mersed in water the y
are `born again', and a t
that moment become
saved regardless of al l
else .

Recently a leading
eastern newspape r
printed a large photo-
graph of a mountain in

2

	

THE DAWN



the United States containing subterranean vaults in which
were stored billions of names and genealogies ofpeople, bot h
living and dead . The church involved in this enormous projec t
is primarily interested in the possible future salvation of those
they consider as having died in a lost state, but who can b e
saved, even 6nany centuries later, through a living descendan t
being baptized for them .

This is but a sample of the confusion which surrounds this
vital teaching. It was Jesus who established baptism as a
principal doctrine . He demonstrated when and how it is
properly performed, and his apostles, in their writings ,
clearly defined its meaning . The following article bypasse s
all church tradition on the subject and looks in depth at wha t
the Scriptures really say .

IN LISTING some of the basic principles of the truth, th e
Apostle Paul includes "the doctrine of baptisms ." (Neb. 6 :2 )
Doctrine simply means teaching, and since the word
baptisms is used in this expression in the plural, Paul i s
apparently reminding us that in the teachings of the truth w e
may expect to find reference to more than one baptism . In a
general way, however, all these baptisms bear a certain re-
lationship to one another, so that actually to us there is bu t
"one baptism ."—Eph . 4 : 5

The Bible identifies certain typical baptisms . There are
also symbolic baptisms. We have the baptism of John for the
repentance of sin . There is a death baptism, and the baptis m
of the Holy Spirit . And the Bible speaks of being baptized
into Jesus Christ, and also of being baptized for the dead .

Basically, the Greek words translated 'baptize ' and
'baptism' mean to 'make whelm', or shall we say ,
'overwhelm', or submerge . This would indicate that the
sprinkling or pouring of water on the head is in no sense o f
the word the true water baptism referred to in the Scriptures ,
for the candidate is not thus submerged or covered by water .
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John's Baptism
Baptism is first brought prominently to our attention in th e

Bible in connection with the ministry of John the Baptist . We
read concerning him that "John did baptize in th e
wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for th e
remission of sins ." (Mark 1 :4) John's ministry was not to th e
world in general, but to the people of the Jewish nation, who ,
through the Law given at Mt . Sinai, were professedly i n
covenant relationship with God .

But there were many individuals in Israel who at heart
were not living up to their privileges under the Law. Thus
they were estranged from God and from his covenant . Thei r
repentance, and the remission of their sin against the La w
Covenant brought them back into God's favor and friendship .
To encourage the people thus to repent was the object o f
John's ministry .

We are not to understand that repentance and remission o f
sin were accomplished by water immersion . This was merel y
an outward symbol which indicated that repentance and th e
acceptance of God's will as expressed through the Law ha d
already taken place in the heart and life of the one immersed .
There is no sin-cleansing efficacy in water, not even in th e
water of the river Jordan .

The real objective of John's ministry seems well illustrate d
by Jesus' parable of the two Israelites who "went up into th e
Temple to pray ." One was a Pharisee, the other a publican .
The Pharisee prayed, "God, I thank thee, that I am not a s
other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even a s
this publican ." The publican, on the other hand, "standing
afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven ,
but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a
sinner . "—Luke 18 :10-1 3

In the parable, Jesus said of the repentant publican, "I tel l
you, this man went down to his house justified rather tha n
the other : for everyone that exalteth himself shall be abased ;
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and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted ." (vs . 14) A
true spirit of repentance and humility resulted in his
justification, or reconciliation to friendship with God unde r
the terms of the Law Covenant . It was this that prepared
Israelites for water immersion by John .

John's ministry was designed to prepare a people to
receive Jesus . Those who followed on to accept the Messiah ,
and devoted their lives to being his disciples, eventuall y
came under the merit of his blood and thus receive d
justification to life . But, under the Law arrangements, an d
until Pentecost, the publican of the parable represente d
those who took the necessary step of repentance to restor e
them to the favor of God in the manner in which it was the n
available . It was this opportunity of returning to God throug h
repentance that John offered to the Israelites .

Jesus Requests Immersio n
John the Baptist had been conducting his ministry fo r

about six months when Jesus went to him and asked to be
immersed. (Matt . 3 :13-15) John refused, saying, "I have
need to be baptized of thee ." John knew that the one grea t
desire of Jesus had been to do his Heavenly Father's will . He
knew that there was no occasion for repentance in Jesus '
sinless life, so he felt that the symbol of repentance as he ha d
been administering it was wholly inappropriate .

But Jesus did not explain the situation to John . He simpl y
said, "Suffer it to be so now : for thus it becometh us to fulfil l
all righteousness ." John then yielded to Jesus' request an d
immersed him, realizing, apparently, that the Master mus t
have had some valid reason for taking this step of wate r
baptism .

Jesus did not explain to John, nor to anyone else later, just
why he desired to be baptized in water . His only remark was ,
"Thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness ." Evidently
there was something in the Old Testament Scriptures whic h
indicated to Jesus that this was a proper and necessary thing
to do .
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The Old Testament contains many instructions whic h
served as a guide for the Master in laying down his life as
man's Redeemer . Some of these were in the nature of
prophecies, and some were in the form of types ; as, for
example, the sacrifice of the Passover lamb, and later, th e
offering of the bullock on Israel's typical Day of Atonement .
Related to these was the point mentioned by Paul in Hebrews
3:1,2 . Here the whole house of Israel under Moses i s
compared to another house over which Christ is the Head .

The nation of Israel came under the leadership of Mose s
while still in Egypt . In order to be delivered from thei r
bondage to Pharaoh, it was necessary that they trus t
themselves fully to Moses' headship over them . They knew
that upon leaving Egypt they would encounter dangers an d
difficulties .

Soon after they left Egypt the Israelites were faced with a
real test of their devotion to God and to his servant, Moses .
This was at the Red Sea . The Egyptian army had pursued
and overtaken them . The Red Sea was in front of them .
Through Moses, the LORD instructed them to go forward . A
failure to obey meant death at the hands of the Egyptians . To
obey meant the risking of life in the Red Sea . The Israelite s
followed the leadership of Moses into the sea, which mean t
that they put themselves wholly into his hands as the
representative of their God .

Two Typical Baptism s
Commenting on the typical significance of this experience ,

Paul wrote that the Israelites "were all baptized unto Mose s
in the cloud and in the sea ." (I Cor. 10 :1,2) This, of course ,
was a symbolic baptism . The real baptism, or burial of the
Israelites into the headship of Moses, had previousl y
occurred . They had committed themselves to his leadership ,
else they would not have been with him in the Red Sea . Bu t
the water about and above them in the heavy mist serve d
well to illustrate this surrender to Moses .
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Since the Apostle Paul thus refers to this typical immersion
in water, certainly Jesus knew about it, and of its signifi-
cance. We think it reasonable to conclude that Jesus saw it a s
his guide to fulfill all righteousness . The whole typical hous e
of servants was thus immersed at the same time . But wit h
the antitypical house of sons it is different : these are deal t
with individually, Jesus, the Head, being the first .

The Apostle Peter refers to another symbolic and typica l
baptism . He speaks of the "eight souls [which] were save d
by water," and then explains, "The like figure whereunto
even baptism doth also now save us." (I Pet . 3 :20, 21) Here
another family, or house, was involved—Noah, his wife, an d
his sons and their wives . Here, also, death would have com e
to the family had they not followed the leadership of Noa h
into the ark and to safety .

But how could they be sure that they would be saved in th e
ark? This was a matter of faith, and surrender. The LOR D
had given instructions concerning the building of the ark . I f
they trusted in Noah they would enter the ark, which the y
did, and were saved . The waters of the Flood in which they
were more or less engulfed pictured their immersion into the
will of God, under their head, Noah . Since Peter applied th e
experience of Noah and his family in this manner, it seem s
that Jesus also could see in it a guide in the way of righteous -
ness, and this, therefore, could be another reason he aske d
John to immerse him .

Baptism of the Spiri t
When Jesus was immersed by John, the Holy Spirit cam e

upon him and he was filled by it . (Luke 3 :21,22 ; 4:1) Thi s
constituted for Jesus what is later referred to in connectio n
with his disciples as the baptism of the Spirit . (Acts 1 :5 )
Jesus yielded himself fully to do the Heavenly Father's will ,
and through the Holy Spirit of truth the divine will wa s
revealed to him . We are informed that the heavens were
opened to him .—Matt . 3 :1 6
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Jesus offered himself in full consecration to do his Father' s
will . He buried his own will into the will of his Father . Then
God immersed him, as it were, filling him with his Holy Spiri t
of truth . The descent of the dove upon Jesus was merely th e
outward manifestation of the Holy Spirit's baptism .

Jesus recognized this, and later he referred to his rea l
baptism as something which had not as yet been full y
accomplished. He said, "I have a baptism to be baptized
with ; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished ." (Luke
12 :50) The Greek word here translated straitened means to
'compress' or 'arrest' . In Luke 8 :45 it is translated throng ,
but here the Revised Version renders it 'press," and
Rotherham uses the expression 'hemming in' .

Nor is this statement by Jesus in a question form, as migh t
be indicated by the sequence of the words, "How am I ." The
modern arrangement would be, "How I am pressed," o r
"hemmed in," until my baptism is accomplished! Jesus '
baptism, or immersion by the Holy Spirit, held him captive
to the will of his Heavenly Father, and would continue to d o
so until he finished his course in death .

With Him
John the Baptist said that Jesus would baptize with th e

Holy Spirit . (Matt . 3 :11) Shortly before Pentecost Jesus tol d
his disciples that in a few days they would receive th e
baptism of the Holy Spirit . (Acts 1 :5) Cornelius and his
household were said to be baptized by the Holy Spirit . (Acts
11 :16,17) Later, the Apostle Paul wrote that we are al l
baptized by one Spirit into the body of Christ .—I Cor . 12 :1 3

In connection with Jesus' baptism of the Spirit there was an
outward and miraculous demonstration of the power and ac-
ceptance of God . This was true also at Pentecost, and i n
connection with the experience of Cornelius and his
household—in this latter case to give assurance of the
acceptance into the divine family of Gentile believers, for thi s
represented an extension of divine grace beyond that t o
which the Jews were accustomed .
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These outward and miraculous demonstrations were neve r
repeated, and there is no reason to suppose that they eve r
will be . However, every true follower of the Master has com e
under the captivating and impelling influence of God's Hol y
Spirit . Just as Jesus was filled with the Spirit from the ver y
beginning of his dedicated life of sacrifice, so is every one o f
his consecrated followers, in proportion to their ability to b e
emptied of self that God's Spirit might take control .

The privilege of sharing in Jesus' baptism was indicated b y
him in a conversation with James and John . They said to
him, "Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us
whatsoever we shall desire ." Jesus replied, "What would ye
that I should do for you?" Then they requested, "Grant unt o
us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other o n
thy left hand, in thy glory ."—Mark 10 :35-37

Jesus' reply to this request was, "Ye know not what ye ask :
can ye drink of the cup that i drink of, and be baptized wit h
the baptism that I am baptized with? Upon saying that they
were able, Jesus said, "Ye shall indeed drink of the cup tha t
I drink of ; and with the baptism that i am baptized witha l
shall ye be baptized ."—Mark 10 :38, 3 9

Jesus is not here referring to his symbolic immersion in the
waters of Jordan, but to his baptism into the will of hi s
Heavenly Father, that will which was revealed to him by th e
Holy Spirit . With Jesus, this baptism was continuing, an d
did continue, until on the cross he cried, "It is finished . "
(John 19:30) To James and John he indicated that they would
have the opportunity of sharing this death baptism with him .

Into Death
The sacrificial death aspect of baptism is brought to ou r

attention by the Apostle Paul In Romans 6:3-5 . "Know ye
not," Paul writes, "that so many of us as were [margin, are]
baptized into Jesus Christ were [are] baptized into his death ?
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death . . . .
For if we have been planted together In the likeness of his
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection . "
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Our baptism as followers of the Master is, as Pau l
indicates, "into Jesus Christ," even as the baptism of the
typical house of servants was into Moses . Our wills are
buried into God's will, as his will is expressed throug h
Christ . This burial means that we accept the headship o f
Jesus, and the spirit of our consecration is to be obedient t o
the dictates of our Head .

Thus we become captives to the influence of the Holy Spiri t
in our lives, the same Spirit that led Jesus into th e
wilderness, and pressed in upon, and urged him on to
sacrifice himself even unto death . The Holy Spirit leads al l
those who are surrendered to the will of God in the sam e
direction as it did Jesus .

There is only one Holy Spirit . It is, in this context, the Hol y
Spirit of truth . All who are accepted by the Father com e
under its influence because they are all members of the sam e
body . There is only this one true baptism for the consecrate d
believers of the Gospel Age .

Water Baptism
When Jesus presented himself to John to be baptized i n

water, a new house, the house of sons, began to be formed .
But this house of sons was to be made up of faithfu l
individuals from among all nations . These were to be
inducted into this house because of individual surrender t o
the will of God, and willingness to accept the headship o f
Jesus over their lives .

Jesus, our Head, recognized that it was the will of God to
symbolize his dedication to the Father by water immersion . I f
we had no other criterion to guide us, we should recognize
that it is also the will of God that we follow Jesus' example i n
this as in all other matters pertaining to the will of God .

True, not a great deal is said in the Bible about water
baptism, but enough, nevertheless, to reveal clearly that it i s
the will of God for all who present themselves to him to do hi s
will . When the Ethiopian eunuch to whom Philip witnessed
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in the chariot saw the privilege of becoming a disciple o f
Christ, he said, "See, here is water ; what doth hinder me t o
be baptized?" Philip realized that there was nothing t o
hinder, so he baptized the eunuch .—Acts 8 :36

This readiness to recognize the propriety and importance o f
water baptism might well be one of the early indications o f
the genuineness of one's consecration to the LORD . True, i t
is only a symbol, but what a meaningful symbol! The on e
being immersed is overwhelmed by the water into which h e
is submerged . It presses in on him from all around until he is
lifted out of the water by the immerser as a picture of hi s
being raised up in the first resurrection . Surely all who have
truly surrendered themselves to do the will of God should ,
when the opportunity presents itself, feel like the Ethiopian ,
and they will not want anything to hinder them from takin g
this step .

Saved by Baptism
When the Apostle Peter referred to Noah and his famil y

passing through the Flood he added that this was a "lik e
figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us ." ( I
Pet . 3 :21) Peter makes a further observation concerning the
baptism which saves us . He explains that it is "not th e
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a goo d
conscience toward God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ . "

The answer of a good conscience toward God is th e
dedication of ourselves to do his will . When we come t o
understand something of the great love God has expressed
toward us through Jesus Christ, if our conscience is tende r
and pure, the only answer we can give is to say, "Her e
LORD, take my little all, and take me. Reveal to me thy wil l
from day to day, and give me strength to do it . " This i s
consecration . This is the burial of our will, the denial of self ,
the acceptance of the headship of Christ . This is, our part i n
true baptism .

Since Jesus took this step of full surrender and dedication
to his Father, there was no turning back . He realized that th e
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completion of his baptism meant voluntary and sacrificia l
death . But he realized also that only by faithfulness eve n
unto death could he hope to be raised from the dead by th e
power of his Father, to participate in the great future work o f
the kingdom . Knowing this, when Peter tried to dissuad e
him from going to Jerusalem where Jesus knew he would b e
put to death, he said, "Whosoever will come after me, le t
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. Fo r
whosoever will save his life shall lose it ; but whosoever shal l
lose his life for my sake and the Gospel's, the same shall save
it ."—Matt . 16 :21-25 ; Mark 8 :31-35

Thus, Jesus explained that for himself, and for all who tak e
up their cross to follow him, salvation depends upo n
faithfulness even unto death, the baptism of death . For
those, then, whose conscience has answered to the love o f
God by the denial of self and the taking up of their cross t o
follow the Master, life itself depends upon faithfulness .

Thus seen, the implications of true baptism are serious an d
exacting . True baptism is a great deal more than a
reformation of life, or, as Peter states it, a putting away o f
the filth of the flesh . This is expected by the LORD as a
prerequisite to the dedication of our lives to him . But when
we make a full consecration, we should remember that it call s
for all that we have and are ; for from thenceforth everythin g
belongs to the LORD, and we are following Jesus into death .

Jesus said that if we lose our lives for his sake and the
Gospel's we will save them . We are glad that he included th e
Gospel, for otherwise there might be a question as to how w e
should lay down our lives in sacrifice. But now we know . The
Gospel represents Jesus . It reveals his will and the Father' s
will . The divine will is that this Gospel shall be ministered to
others, to all the world as we have and can make opportunities .
This is the great commission that is given to us by God throug h
his Holy Spirit . If we are completely buried in the tasks
implied by this commission, and remain so until we are com -
pletely consumed in this sacrifice of praise to God, then glor y
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and honor and immortality will be ours in the resurrection .—
Rom . 2 : 7

For the Dea d
The baptism of the true disciples of Christ is unto death ,

and it is "for the dead ." Paul mentions this aspect o f
baptism in the fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians . He sets
forth the hope of the resurrection of the dead, and assures u s
that in the kingdom death will be destroyed, and then adds ,
"Else, what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, i f
the dead rise not at all? Why are they then baptized for th e
dead?"—vs . 29

Here Paul explains that if there is to be no resurrection o f
the dead, then those who have been baptized for the dead
have served in vain . What does he mean? The proper answer
is suggested by Paul in his letter to the brethren at Galatia .
We quote : "As many of you as have been baptized into Jesu s
Christ [by that 'one Spirit'] have put on Christ . . . . And if ye b e
Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according t o
the promise ."—ch . 3:27, 29

The key here is Paul's use of the expression, Abraham' s
seed. God promised Abraham that his seed would bless al l
families of the earth . (Gen . 12 :3 ; 22 :18) All the families of th e
earth concerning which this promise is made are either dea d
or dying . Jesus, and those baptized into him, are the faith
seed of Abraham, being prepared by God to bless the dea d
world of mankind .

The only way the dead can be blessed is by their bein g
raised from the dead . But, as Paul argues, if there is no
resurrection of the dead, then Christ has died in vain . His
baptism into death was for naught ; and the baptism into
death of his disciples is to no purpose . Jesus died on behalf o f
the dead world, and the death baptism of his disciples i s
designed by the Heavenly Father to qualify them to b e
associated with Jesus in the future work of blessing thos e
who have died, by raising them from the dead and helpin g
them to qualify for life eternal .
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This emphasizes that there is a real and glorious divin e
purpose in connection with Christian baptism . That purpos e
is that those who participate in it shall be the future blesser s
of the world of mankind . And it is more than living a mora l
life, and attending religious meetings when it is reasonabl y
convenient . It is a death baptism . Paul said, "I die daily . "
Are we who are being baptized into Christ dying daily? Onl y
by faithfulness in so doing will be gain that "great salvation ,
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and wa s
confirmed unto us by them that heard him . —Heb. 2 :3

	

O

"THE earth is the LORD'S, and the fulnes s
thereof ; the world, and they that dwell therein . For
he hath founded it upon the seas, and established i t
upon the floods . Who shall ascend into the hill o f
LORD or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clea n
hands, and a pure heart ; who hath not lifted up his soul unt o
vanity, nor sworn deceitfully . He shall receive the blessin g
from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his
salvation ."—Psalm 24:1-5

Weekly Prayer Meeting Texts
October 3—Great peace have they which love thy law ; and nothin g
shall offend them .—Psalm 119 :165 (Z . '04-24 Hymn 233 )

October 10—Ye have put off the old man with his deeds, and have
put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the imag e
of him that created him . —Colossians 3 :9, 10 (Z . '04-25 Hymn 224 )

October 17—He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under hi s
wings shalt thou trust .—Psalm 91 :4 (Z . '04-75 Hymn 120)

October 24—And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one
Simon, . . . and on him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after
Jesus .—Luke 23 :26 (Z . '04-155 Hymn 134 )

October 31—Because thy lovingkindness [favor] is better than life ,
my lips shall praise thee .—Psalm 63 :3 (Z . '01-246 Hymn 280 )
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Talking Things Over
Video Cassette Advertisement

BELOW is a suggestion for an advertisement of the Video Cas-
sette Service which we offer . You may wish to insert a simila r
ad in your local newspaper to make people in your town awar e
that they can buy or loan video cassettes on Bible subjects :

NINM I•MIf•ElElEli•1•i•1•i N1n •1I

	

El NNE ES Ell

VIDEO TAPE CASSETTES u
ON BIBLE SUBJECTS

NOW AVAILABLE ON LOAN
Now you can enjoy

	

unwn eix~_e s ruuenrs nssonA1 I j ,

THE BIBLE ANSWERS pro -
grams in your home any time .

These are the same program s
that are televised nationwide
every Sunday .

• • .
Besides using for home and
family, they may be utilized for
public showings, church groups, SEND TODAY FOR YOURschools, and social functions .

	

FREE CATALOG

VIDEO CASSETTE S
containing two 30-min .
programs are recorde d
on half-inch video tape
in BETA and VHF for -
mat . These program s
can be obtained free, o n
loan, or purchased fo r

$6 .00 per tape .

luau

DAWN VIDEO CASSETTE SERVIC E
P .O . BOX 4355, North Hollywood, CA 91607 U
Please send me a free catalog of THE BIBL E
ANSWERS Video Cassette Series q

Name	

Address	

City/State/Zip	

TALKING THINGS OVER
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International Bible Study Lesson s
LESSON FOR OCTOBER 6

A Divided Church ?
KEY VERSE : "For other foundation can no man lay than tha t
is laid, which is Jesus Christ . "—I Corinthians 3 :1 1

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: I Corinthians 1 :10-15 ; 3 :5-15

NO MATTER how beautifu l
and structurally sound a building
might be, if it is not set upon an
adequate foundation it will not
last . Cracks will soon appear ,
floors and walls will warp, th e
roof will sag, pieces will begin to
fall, and the once stately monu-
ment of man's craftmanship
becomes unuseable, an aban-
doned eyesore, fit for destruc-
tion. How important is a solid ,
unmoveable foundation, one tha t
is level and square, adequate to
sustain that which is built upon i t
through many passing genera-
tions . Just such a sure and ever -
lasting foundation has been lai d
for us upon which to build our
structure of faith in God and hi s
promises . The Apostle Paul tell s
us in our text, that foundation i s
Jesus Christ .

Enlarging upon this illustra-
tion, the apostle wrote, "Ye are
God's building," emphasizin g
that each of the LORD'S conse -

16

crated children is constructin g
upon this solid foundation a
structure of character acceptabl e
to God .

The meaning of this illustra-
tion is stated in other words b y
the Apostle Paul when he wrote ,
"If any man be in Christ he is a
new creature ." How does one
come into Christ? First we must
know about Christ and of hi s
fundamental part in God's plan f
of salvation . We must recogniz e
that as an expression of the lov e
of his Heavenly Father, and o
his own love, Jesus laid down hi :
life as a ransom, a substitute fo-
the forfeited life of Adam and the –
race that was condemne r
through Adam . This means thr
recognition of Jesus as ou
Redeemer, the foundation lai c
for our salvation .

To understand what Christ h a
done for us, and to believe it wits
our whole heart, results in a tr e
mendous change in the view
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point and direction of our lives .
The apostle again explains it this
way: "The love of Christ con-
straineth us, because we thus
judge, that if one died for all ,
then were all dead ; and that h e
died for all, that they which liv e
should not henceforth live unto
themselves, but unto him which
died for them, and rose again . "

Being 'in Christ' as members
of his body, we are `new
creatures' . This does not merely
refer to the putting away of th e
sins of the flesh ; it means that we
have been begotten by God' s
Holy Spirit, and are being
developed as new creatures, to
be divine members of God' s
household. In the setting of our
Key Verse, Paul likens this work
to that of building upon the
foundation of Christ with `gold ,
silver, and precious stones' ,
representing the valuable truth s
and precious promises of hi s
Word . "Ye are his workman -
;hip, created in Christ Jesu s
Into good works," the future
;ood works of blessing all the

; . :'amities of the earth .—Eph . 2 :1 0
One of the essentials fo r

, ;hristian growth is faith in the
nvisible things of God . The
Irethren in Corinth to whom
,'aul was writing were having
.rouble along this line . He said
hey were carnal—that is, earth -
y or human in their viewpoints .
Ls a result they were putting to o
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much dependence on visibl e
human leaders—one saying, "I
am of Paul and another I am o f
Apollos ." Servants in the church
have their place ; certainly th e
apostles did . But Paul, as a
mature Christian, realized that
the Corinthians could only ap-
preciate the tangibility of thos e
things they could see, such as
the human leaders to whom the y
had attached themselves . This
situation promoted the spirit of
rivalry and division .

Here is pointed up the fact that
how we build on the foundatio n
provided is important . He says
they were trying to build with
hay, wood, and stubble—alon g
human lines expressing th e
spirit of the flesh—with a heart
attitude that would not stand th e
test of God's judgment . Paul
knew that building toward real
unity would have to be founde d
upon a recognition of the invisi -
ble leadership of Christ and God .
"Who then is Paul, and who i s
Apollos but ministers by who m
ye believed, even as the LORD
gave to every man? I have
planted, Apollos watered, but
God gave the increase ."—I Cor .
3 :6

"Whether Paul or Apollos, or
Cephas, or the world, or life, or
death, or things present, or
things to come; all are yours ; and
ye are Christ's, and Christ i s
God's ."—vss . 22, 23
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 1 3

Immorality Weakens

the Body of Christ

KEY VERSE : "But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, bu t
ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit
of our God. "—I Corinthians 6 :11

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: I Corinthians 6:9-20

THE three things mentioned in
this scripture, so fundamental
for our relationship to God, are
spoken of here as being mad e
possible jointly by our Lord
Jesus and the Holy Spirit of God .
Jesus made these possible
through his death on Calvary' s
cross, providing the life-givin g
merit of his ransom . The Holy
Spirit is the power of God which
enables us to understand how we
may accept this unspeakable
benefit and apply it in our lives .

Washing figuratively repre-
sents the continual process of
"cleansing ourselves from al l
filthiness of the flesh and of the
spirit, perfecting holiness in th e
fear [reverence] of the LORD . "
(II Cor . 7 :1) As the apostle ha s
pointed out, by nature we are all
imperfect, more or less de-
praved, as members of Adam' s
race . Through the knowledge of
God, we have a desire to put
away all things defiling and

displeasing in the LORD'S sight ,
and we are made aware that thi s
is possible through full assur-
ance of faith in the merit o f
Christ's sacrifice .

This "washing of water
through the Word" (Eph . 5 :26 )
is elsewhere represented as
being a duty and a privileg e
throughout the remainder of our
earthly lives, after coming into
Christ . What a beautiful illustra-
tion is here used . The Word of
God, the medium through which
the Holy Spirit works, is like
clean, clear water, purifying an d
cleansing us as we yield our live s
to its influence . It sets before u s
a glorious and righteous hope in
the precious promises once de -
livered unto the saints, and "he
that hath this hope in him puri-
fleth himself, even as he [God ,
who calls us] is pure . "

Jesus prayed on behalf of hi s
disciples, saying, "Sanctify
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them through thy truth, th y
Word is truth . As thou hath sent
me into the world, even so have I
sent them into the world . And for
their sakes I sanctify myself, tha t
they also might be sanctified
through the truth ." (John 17 :17 -
19) The truth had been recorde d
by the Spirit of God in the Ol d
Testament Scriptures . When
Jesus entered into his covenant
of sacrifice with the Father, h e
agreed to do all that was writte n
of him in the volume of the Book .
By living up to this agreement h e
became sanctified, or set apart ,
dedicated to God's unique serv-
ice for him .

By his faithfulness Jesu s
pointed out the way for us to
similarly be set apart, sanctified ,
for the holy purposes of God . If
we walk in the light which
emanates from God through his
Word, we will be directed in a
way which leads our humanity to
the cross, while being transport-
ed from glory to glory in th e
prospect of a new life in the
heavenlies . This change of glory
takes place, as the apostle says ,
when we "with open face behol d
as in a glass [mirror] the glory of
the LORD." The mirror is hi s
Word which reflects so clearl y
the image we are to achieve ,
none other than the image o r
character of God our Heavenly
Father . As we sanctify our live s
to fulfill his Word, we are

gradually "changed into th e
same image from glory to glory ,
even as by the Spirit of th e
LORD. "—II Cor . 3 :18

The Apostle Paul wrote to th e
Romans : "Being justified b y
faith we have peace with Go d
throughout Lord Jesus Christ . "
(Rom. 4 :1) Elaborating on this ,
the apostle attributes our justifi-
cation to the application of the
ransom, the blood of Christ . He
continues in his treatise to sho w
that the ransom was provided for
the ultimate purpose of doin g
away with all sin . " In that he
[Jesus] died, he died unto sin ."
Then, reminding us that we have
been planted together in the
likeness of his death, he draw s
the very practical lesson of how
incongruous and unthinkable i t
would be for us to let sin reign in
our mortal bodies, "that ye
should obey it in the lust s
thereof ." He continues, "Neith-
er yield ye your members a s
instruments of unrighteousnes s
unto sin ; but yield yourselve s
unto God, as those that are aliv e
from the dead, and your mem-
bers as instruments of righteous -
ness unto God . "

Cleansing, sanctification, an d
justification have been made
possible through Jesus and hi s
worship . "Thanks be unto Go d
for his unspeakable gift ."—I I
Cor . 9 :15
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 2 0

The Church in Conflict
with Culture

KEY VERSE: "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or what-
soever ye do, do all to the glory of God . "—I Corinthians 10 :3 1

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: I Corinthians 10 :6-14, 3 1

THE Scriptures tell us that the Egypt, but that subsequently ,
Holy Spirit is a spirit of liberty ; because of their lack of appreci-
God "seeketh such to worship ation and loyalty, he permitted
him as worship him in Spirit and them to die for their offenses .
in truth ." (John 4:23) Through His warning, in this analogy, is
the enlightening influence of the that we too, having been se t
Spirit of God we have come free, loosed from the bondage o f
"into the glorious liberty of the Satan, should be very careful

how we use our new-found
liberty, using Israel's poor ex -
ample as an object lesson .

Continuing his argument, he
writes, "All things are lawful
for me, but all things are not
expedient : all things are lawful
for me, but all things edify not . "
(I Cor . 10:23) He declares that
while nothing is forbidden the
new creation under direct divine
law, it is nevertheless true that
there are many things that
would be ill-advised and contra-
ry to its best interest and devel-
opment . When the apostle tells
us not all things edify, he is
not necessarily talking about
sinful or unrighteous thoughts
or deeds, but more particularly
those things which would b e
within our rights, but if pursued
would not edify, build up, or

children of God" (Rom . 8:21) ,
and are left without bondage t o
any law except that we shall lov e
the LORD with all our heart ,
soul, mind, and strength, an d
shall love our neighbor a s
ourselves .

Yes, our hands and hearts, at -
tuned to this high standard of
self-discipline, are indeed will-
ing to use its liberties only to th e
glory of God; but our "flesh i s
weak ." (Matt . 26 :41) Faulty hu-
man judgments tend at times to
distort our use of this freedom ,
and work to the injury o f
ourselves and others, and not to
the glory of God . In this text, the
apostle's words were directed at
just such an example . In the
verses preceding he points out
how God had set free the nation
of Israel from the bondage of
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profit . And whatever is not to
edification spiritually should no t
be practiced, regardless of any
law on the matter .

The apostle goes on to sho w
that while not restrained by law
in such matters, we are re -
strained, however, by our own
nature as new creatures in
Christ . Our supreme love fo r
God, and our love for our neigh -
bor, should bind us to thoughts
and actions which would not
only be harmless to ourselves ,
but also would be helpful to th e
welfare of others and to th e
glory of God . In this discussion ,
the apostle had in mind a
situation which was a special
trial to the brethren in his day .
The custom among many Gen-
tile, pagan worshipers was to
offer animals as sacrifices to
idols, giving the carcasses to th e
priests, who, in turn, sold them
through butchers in the publi c
markets . Hence, for those wh o
would eat meat, it was very
difficult to avoid eating that
which had been offered to idols .

This became a serious prob-
lem. Some of the brethren con-
sidered it wrong to eat such
meat, while others realized the
idol was nothing, and the meat
held no special injury . Appar-
ently, there were two sides to
the question, and there being no
instruction given by God on the
matter, the personal liberty

question alone would be i n
dispute . How beautiful and lov-
ing is the essence of the apos-
tle ' s advice .

"Let no man seek his own, bu t
every man another ' s . Whatso-
ever is sold in the shambles
[market], eat, asking no ques-
tion for conscience sake . . . . Bu t
if any man say unto you, This i s
offered in sacrifice unto idols ,
eat not for his sake that showe d
it, and for conscience sake . . . .
Conscience, I say, not thine
own, but of the other ."—I Cor .
10 :24-2 9

Thus the apostle sums up hi s
argument in favor of loving con -
sideration for our brethren, an d
liberty of conscience for our -
selves . He shows that we shoul d
be disinclined to do anything
that might stumble one of th e
LORD'S little ones . And he de-
clares, in the last verse of this
chapter, that this was his cours e
in life, that in line with his con -
science he tried to be pleasing in
all things . Disregarding his own
advantage, he gave chief con-
sideration to the profit of the
many, that he might do all pos-
sible for their salvation . This
noble spirit is the only on e
consistent with our law of
liberty—love which is always
generous, thoughtful of the in-
terests and feelings of others ,
and desirous of doing all to th e
glory of God .
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 2 7

Who Are True Church Leaders?
KEY VERSE : "For we preach not ourselves but Christ Jesus
the Lord, and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake . "—
II Corinthians 4:5

SELECTED SCRIPTURE: II Corinthians 4 :1-12

TO BE a servant in God's ar-
rangements is one of the highest
and most noble positions possi-
ble . Jesus, expressing this idea ,
said, "Let him who would be
greatest among you be servant of
all ." (Matt . 20:27) He thus al-
ludes to the important fact that
Jehovah God, the greatest of all
beings, down through the age s
has graciously exercised his in -
comparable abilities in the serv-
ice of the whole creation . Jesus ,
as the express image of th e
Father, said of himself, "Th e
Son of man came not to be minis -
tered unto, but to minister [serve ]
and to give his life a ransom for
many."—Matt . 20 :28

The Apostle Paul, likewise ,
caught up in an all-consuming
zeal to be a servant not above
his master, spent his life as a
Christian serving those who m
God was calling . While ac-
knowledging his position and
authority as an apostle, he
knew his responsibilities must
be carried out by service . His

words to the Ephesian brethren
were that "he gave some apos-
tles . . . for the perfecting of
the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of th e
body of Christ ." (Eph . 4 :11,12)
But the apostle did not stop
short in mentioning only apos-
tles ; he included prophets (pub-
lic expounders), evangelists ,
pastors, and teachers . In fact,
everyone who aspires to glory ,
honor, and immortality mus t
prove his worthiness through a
life dedicated as a servant,
serving the LORD, the truth, an d
the brethren, and indirectly, the
entire world of mankind .

In the statement of the theme
text, Paul refers to himself as a
servant of the brethren . He
elaborates by saying that in this
service there was little glory
from the standpoint of the flesh :
"We are troubled on every side ,
yet not distressed ; we are per-
plexed, but not in despair ;
persecuted, but not forsaken ;
cast down, but not destroyed ;
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always bearing about in the body
the dying of the Lord Jesus, that
the life also of Jesus might b e
made manifest in our body . For
we which live are always deliv-
ered unto death for Jesus '
sake ."—vss . 8-1 1

The troubles and persecution
which the apostle underwent in
God's service he thought of as
part of the dying process of one
associated with the Lord Jesus ;
bearing about in the body hi s
dying . He says we all have that
privilege of being delivered unto
death for Jesus' sake . The
primary terms of our servitude
require that we lay down our
lives as Jesus did . To the Roma n
brethren he illustrated it in
baptism, "Being buried with
him by baptism into death, . . .
planted together in the likenes s
of his death ." But likewise in the
same symbol is represented our
ultimate hope of much greater
service, "that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, . . . we shall
be also in the likeness of his
resurrection ."—Rom . 6:4, 5

The apostle's further state-
ment to the Corinthians is an in-
teresting twist of his words to the
Romans . "So then death work-
eth in us, but life in you ." (II Cor .
4 :12) Expressed here is the very
essence of the great apostle's
spirit of service . He was willing

to go to any length in laying
down his life for them, if it would
mean the strengthening of their
desire to obtain the hope of life
centered in Jesus' resurrection .
"Knowing that he which raised
up the Lord Jesus, shall raise up
us also by Jesus ." (vs . 14) And
then he adds, "for all things are
foryour sakes . "—vs . 1 5

The latter are surely the words
of a dedicated and faithful
servant, and they are recorde d
for our benefit, because, like
Jesus, the Heavenly Father
holds up the Apostle Paul as an
example of what Christian serv-
ice should be : unselfish, willin g
to spend and be spent for others .
Paul says he found that being an
active servant of God, while
tiring and afflicting to his body,
in a very unseen way brought
exhilarating strength and daily
renewed zeal for life as he saw
his work redound to the glory o f
God. "For which cause we fain t
not ; but though our outward man
may perish, yet the inward man
is renewed day by day. For our
light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory . While we look
not at the things which are seen,
but at the things that are not
seen: for the things which are
seen are temporal ; but the things
which are not seen are eternal. "
—vss.16-18

	

0

BIBLE STUDY

	

ZS



Christian Life and Doctrine

Stephen—A Valuable Life
"Be thou faithful unto death ,

and I will give thee a crown of life . "
Revelation 2 :1 0

WHAT little that is known about the life of Stephen i s
contained in the sixth and seventh chapters of the Book o f
Acts . His story begins : "In those days, when the number o f
the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of th e
Grecians against the Hebrews because their widows wer e
neglected in the daily ministration . Then the twelve said, It i s
not reason that we should leave the Word of God and serv e
tables ."—Acts 6 :1, 2

The Grecians and Hebrews to which this text refers were
all Jews, since the Gospel had not yet gone to the Gentiles .
The Grecians were Jews who spoke Greek ; the Hebrews were
Jews who spoke Hebrew, or, among the common people ,
Aramaic .

The complaint concerning the brethren of Jerusalem was
that the Hebrew-speaking widows were receiving a larger
share of the widows' allotment than those who were Greek -
speaking . Widows were dependent upon charity, since fe w
worked outside their homes . When a husband died, th e
means of support for his wife usually died with him .

The apostles considered this problem and instructed th e
brethren to select seven individuals as deacons, to serve th e
food and take care of other necessities, seeing to an equitabl e
distribution for all . The seven chosen have Greek names, an d
may also have been Greek-speaking . The first mentioned of
the seven was Stephen, "A man full of faith, and of the Holy
Spirit ." (Acts 6:5) So, our first bit of information about
Stephen is that he was filled with the Spirit, and as we shal l
see, it was also the last thing said about him .
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"Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders an d
miracles among the people . Then there arose certain of th e
synagogue which is called the synagogue of the Libertines ,
and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia an d
of Asia, disputing with Stephen . And they were not able t o
resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spoke ."—Acts
6 :8-1 0

Let us consider the phrase, 'synagogue of the Libertines' .
The Libertines were Jews who formerly had been carrie d
captive to Rome, and, when liberated at a much later time ,
retained Greek as their spoken language . Thus, it appears
Stephen's witness activities were vigorous among Greek -
speaking Jews . Clearly, he had an excellent knowledge o f
truth, and his service within the church as a deacon did no t
interfere with his work of witnessing . It is evident, also, that
his knowledge of the truth was so keen that his enemies could
not win their arguments by logic . So they tried deceit : "They
set up false witnesses which said, This man [said] . . . this
Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place and shall chang e
the customs which Moses delivered us ."—Acts 6 :1 3

At this juncture, Stephen was about to enter into an experi -
ence similar to that which Jesus went through . False
witnesses declared he wanted to destroy the Temple and
change the Law of Moses . Subsequently he was brough t
before the Sanhedrin and forced to answer these charges .

It is easy to picture a hostile Sanhedrin looking for a n
excuse to kill Stephen . But that probably was not the case . I t
was the Greek-speaking Jews who hated him, not th e
Sanhedrin . The high priest had just come through an
encounter involving the apostles, described in Chapter Five .
When he had them thrown into prison, an angel of the LOR D
released them. Then Peter, brought before the council ,
boldly said he would obey God rather than men, and directl y
accused them of being responsible for the death of Jesus .
Angered at this, they decided to kill the apostles, but were
thwarted by good advice from Gamaliel, a Pharisee : "Refrain
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from these men and let them alone : for if this counsel or thi s
work be of men, it will come to naught : But if it be of God, y e
cannot overthrow it, lest haply ye be found even to figh t
against God . And to him they agreed ." (Acts 5 :38-40) The
apostles had been a much greater threat to the council tha n
was Stephen . Since the Sanhedrin had decided against killing
the apostles, it is highly improbably they intended to kil l
Stephen .

However, Stephen's enemies were forcing the issue . The
drama opens with the high priest speaking : "Then said the
high priest, Are these things so?" (Acts 7 :1) Here the hig h
priest addressed the charges as to whether Stephen believe d
that the Temple would be destroyed and the Law of Mose s
changed . Stephen's reply in defense centered around these
two issues, and he selectively drew upon Israel's history t o
make his points . In brief, this is what he said :

1. God worked with Abraham while he was in Mesopotamia .
—Acts 7 :2-7

2. God dealt with our forefathers in the land of Egypt .—vss .
8-1 9

3. God dealt with Moses in the land of Midian ; we learn that
at the burning bush, even the land itself was to be consid -
ered holy .—vss . 20-34

4. Moses, the one who was initially rejected as a leader, le d
the people to freedom .—vss . 35, 36

5. Moses prophesied about one to come, like himself . Bu t
the people would not listen to him, preferring to make an
idol of gold .—vss . 37-46

6. Solomon built a Temple for God, but he also said, Go d
does not live in a temple made with hands .—vss . 47-5 0

Since the Jews believed the Temple represented God' s
presence, Stephen selected examples where God worked
with those who loved him, even when they were not in th e
Promised Land, and had no Temple . Solomon himself said
God did not live in a man-made temple. So, Stephen's logic
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suggests, why be so concerned about whether this Templ e
stands or falls ?

And, concerning the Law of Moses, he said, our forefather s
rejected it in favor of an idol of gold, something they mad e
with their own hands . Stephen left the strong implication tha t
his enemies worshiped the Temple as a modern-day idol . The
one whom Moses said would come after him, has come, an d
like your forefathers, you have rejected him .

The council may not have realized initially where Stephen ' s
logic was leading them, but it was not long before they go t
the picture! Obviously, something happened in the counci l
chambers . Everything changed, and Stephen ended hi s
defense and launched into a counter-charge of his own : "Ye
stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye d o
always resist the Holy Spirit : as your fathers did, so do ye .
Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted ?
And they have slain them which showed before of the comin g
of the Just One ; of whom ye have been now the betrayers an d
murderers : who have received the Law by the disposition o f
angels and have not kept it ."—Acts 7:51-53

Strong words, but no stronger than those Peter had use d
when he addressed this same council! Undoubtedly, th e
Greek-speaking enemies of Stephen had roared thei r
disapproval of the Old Testament quotation concerning Go d
not living in a Temple made with hands . Stephen could have ,
at this point, simply remained silent . He would probabl y
have been beaten and released . But he chose to keep talking ,
and what he said next, sealed his doom : "Behold, I see the
heavens opened and the Son of man standing on the righ t
hand of God ."—Acts 7 :56

To a Jew, this was the greatest blasphemy possible .
Stephen claimed to see God—the God who had told Mose s
that no man could look upon his face and live . How dared he
say he saw God! Questions about the Temple and the Law o f
Moses faded into insignificance next to this outrage !
Although the council was forbidden to execute anyon e
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without the approval of Rome, an angry mob rushed a t
Stephen, and "they cast him out of the city and stoned him :
and the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a
young man, named Saul . And as they were stoning Stephen ,
he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit . And he knel t
down and cried with a loud voice, Lord, do not hold this si n
against them. And when he had said this, he fel l
asleep . "—Acts 7 :58-60, RSV

This murder by an uncontrolled mob shows that they wer e
indeed like their fathers who persecuted the prophets an d
slew those who talked about the coming of the Jus t
One .—vss . 52

Why Did He Die ?
If we were looking for an outstanding leader in the Earl y

Church who was not an apostle, certainly we would think o f
Stephen . When he was first selected to serve as a deacon ,
and also just before he died (Acts 7 :55), the Scriptures say h e
was "filled with the Holy Spirit ." His early death seems suc h
a waste of his useful life. What possible good was accom-
plished by this apparently premature death? First, let us con -
sider the impact it had on Saul, who was "consenting to hi s
death ."—Acts 8 : 1

The Greek word rendered 'consenting', means to agree to a
course of action emphatically and with considerable plea-
sure. Why should Saul care one way or another? Probabl y
because as an expert in the art of debate he found he coul d
not answer Stephen . In Acts 6:9, some from Cilicia dispute d
with Stephen . In Acts 22:3, it is recorded that Paul was bor n
in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia . Saul probably was among thos e
who disputed with Stephen and, not being able to withstan d
his logical arguments, hated him because of it . Maybe he
thought Stephen's death would remove a 'thorn in his sid e ' .
But that did not happen .

Paul, later recounting his conversion on the Damascu s
road, said : "When we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a
voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue ,
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Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? It is hard [meanin g
painful] for thee to kick against the goad ." (Acts 26:14) The
dictionary defines a goad as 1) A long stick with a pointed
end used for prodding animals; 2) That which prods or urges ;
a stimulus or irritating incentive .

Saul's mind might well have been reviewing the Stephe n
incident ; he might have admitted to himself that Stephen had
done nothing worthy of death . Yet how Saul hated hi m
because of his wondrous words and debating skill! We notice
that Saul did not ask the LORD what `kicking against th e
goad ' was supposed to mean . He knew !

There is irony in Saul's conversion experience . Stephen
had said he saw the "Son of man standing on the right han d
of God ." Saul certainly considered this gross blasphemy, an d
reason enough to execute Stephen . Yet, that is almost exactl y
the same vision Saul himself had on the road to Damascus !

An important accomplishment of Stephen's death was it s
effect on Saul . Although he did not know it at the time, Saul' s
involvement with Stephen's murder was to haunt him the
rest of his life and bring to him a great measure of humility .
He said, "I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet t o
be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church o f
God."—1 Cor . 15 :9

The question arises, how did Luke, the writer of Acts, kno w
in such detail what Stephen had said? The informatio n
undoubtedly came from an eye-witness, and that must hav e
been Paul . As far as Paul was concerned, his experience s
with Stephen were unforgetable .

Stephen's death also accomplished another importan t
objective : "At that time there was a great persecution
against the church which was at Jerusalem ; and they were al l
scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea an d
Samaria, except the apostles ." (Acts 8 :1) Prior to this time ,
the Early Christians stayed close to home . But beginning
with the stoning of Stephen, the opponents of the trut h
became bold, and increased the persecution upon all the dis-
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ciples, scattering them into the surrounding country . And, o f
course, with this scattering there began the preaching of th e
Gospel in all the world . A short time later, the first Gentil e
convert, Cornelius, was welcomed into the fellowship, an d
the message spread still farther .

What Can We Learn from Stephen's Life ?
Was Stephen's early death a wasted life? Not at all . Few

lives have done more in the service of the Master . And eve n
in death, its value in the later conversion and apostleship o f
Paul was immeasurable . We can learn several lessons fro m
this faithful follower of the Master :

1. Stephen's assigned duties in the church did not curtail his
outside witnessing .

Our life together in the church is wonderful . But our com-
mission is to preach the Gospel message to those around us .
—"Yea, woe unto me, if I preach not the Gospel!"—1 Cor .
9 :1 6
2. He served his Master enthusiastically even if it meant

losing his own life .
Are we sacrificing anything for our Master? More tha n

that, are we doing our sacrificing enthusiastically? Persecu -
tion must not cause us to change our relationship to God . I n
fact, it is an evidence of the Holy Spirit in our lives : "Yea, al l
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution . "
—II Tim . 3 :1 2

3. He loved his enemies .

It was hard for people to understand what it meant to lov e
their neighbor . But Jesus taught that even that was no t
enough : "I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you and persecute you . " —Matt . 5 :44

4. He was filled with the Holy Spirit from start to finish .

We can be filled with the Spirit only to the degree w e
eliminate the spirit of the world from our hearts and lives .
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There is no question that Stephen made his calling an d
election sure. He knew, as Paul did, when he wrote hi s
second letter to Timothy, that he had fought a good fight and
"henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness ,
which the LORD, the righteous judge, shall give me at tha t
day." (II Tim . 4 :8) Stephen fell asleep in death, but with ful l
assurance of his faithfulness . May we learn well the lesson s
of Stephen's life, and also be found faithful!

	

q
• • • • •

"Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unt o

thine own understanding . In all thy ways acknowledge him,
and he shall direct thy paths ."

	

—Proverbs 3 :5, 6
•
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Christian Life and Doctrine
THE CREATOR'S GRAND DESIGN—PART 9

Jesus' Associate Rulers
THE disciples of Jesus became convinced that their belove d
Master had been raised from the dead, and when he ap-
peared to them for the last time before returning to hi s
Father in heaven, they made bold to ask about his kingdom .
This was a natural question . During his various appearances
to them he had talked about the kingdom—the kingdom i n
which they believed he would be the great king . He had tol d
them that all power had been given unto him in heaven an d
in earth, and they wondered if he would use this power to set
up his kingdom ; so they asked, "Lord, wilt thou at this tim e
restore again the kingdom to Israel?"—Acts 1 : 6

Jesus' reply to his disciples was : "It is not for you to know
the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in hi s
own power . But ye shall receive power, after that the Hol y
Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto m e
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unt o
the uttermost part of the earth ." (Acts 1 :7,8) Not yet havin g
received the Holy Spirit, the disciples did not have a clear
idea of what the kingdom of the Messiah would be like, but
they must have sensed from Jesus' reply that it would not b e
established immediately ; for first they were to be his wit-
nesses to the world of mankind, and even to their unenlight-
ened minds this must have implied a considerable lapse o f
time, for our modern means of communication were not the n
in existence .

The Purpose of Preachin g
Preaching the Gospel of Christ, as his witnesses, was a far

cry from being associated with him in a powerful kingdo m
which they believed was destined to rule the world . What
was to be accomplished by this preaching? Many have
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supposed that the objective of this missionary effort was to
convert the whole world to Christ and thus to bring th e
people into his kingdom . These suppose that the kingdom o f
Christ was established at Pentecost, and that it has been
gradually expanding ever since .

But this is not what the Bible teaches . If this had been
God's design, then it has miserably failed ; for now, nearl y
two thousand years after Pentecost, the larger portion of th e
world is in heathen darkness, with the remainder almos t
wholly under the influence of the evolutionary theory o f
creation, and other forms of unbelief . The great masses o f
mankind today do not give any thought to the kingdom o f
Christ as a solution for the problems of the world, and th e
nations have no inclination to follow the precepts of Jesus '
Sermon on the Mount .

What, then, is the purpose of preaching the Gospel o f
Christ and his kingdom? An indication of this purpose i s
given in Acts 2 :47, where we read concerning those who ha d
responded to the witness given by the apostles at Pentecos t
and later, that the LORD "added to the church . " Jesus had
spoken of building his church, and now we learn how this wa s
to be accomplished—that it was to be through the spread o f
the Gospel of the kingdom by the witnesses of Jesus .

But what is the church? This English word is a translatio n
of the Greek word ekklesia, which means 'a calling out', or ' a
called-out class' . The church of Christ, then, is made up of a
class that is called out of the world, called to be separate fro m
the world . This thought has a number of implications, one o f
them being that it is not God's purpose to bring the whol e
world into the church and that the proclamation of the Gospe l
of Christ is not designed in the plan of God to convert th e
world .

The witness work began with the Jewish people, and late r
was extended to the Gentiles ; and it is in connection with thi s
enlargement of the work that we are given a further
explanation of what the LORD expected would be accom -
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plished by the effort . At an apostolic conference in Jerusalem
James said, "God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to tak e
out of them a people for his name ." (Acts 15:14) Here again
we have the thought of a people being taken out from the
world, rather than the conversion of all .

For His Nam e
These called-out ones, James explains, were to be a peo-

ple for God's name. This indicates that they were to becom e
members of his family . These are the sons of God mentione d
throughout the New Testament . Paul wrote : "The Spiri t
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the childre n
of God : and if children, then heirs ; heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ ; if so be that we suffer with him, that
we may be also glorified together ."—Rom . 8 :16, 1 7

It will be recalled that Jesus invited his disciples to take u p
their cross and follow him . This implied suffering and dyin g
with him, and on this point the Apostle Paul wrote : "It is a
faithful saying : For if we be dead with him, we shall also liv e
with him: if we suffer, we shall also reign with him ." (II Tim .
2:11,12) These inspired statements of the Word reveal that
when Jesus' kingdom is established, he will have associat e
kings reigning with him—individuals selected from th e
human race who have proved their worthiness of this hig h
position by their willingness to suffer and to die with him .

In Revelation 14 :1-5 these joint-heirs with Christ ar e
pictured as being on Mount Zion with him . In this symbolic
presentation, Jesus is represented by a iamb . This is becaus e
he sacrificed his life that the world might live . The Revelato r
explains that those who are with the Lamb on Mount Zion are
those who followed—followed him, that is, unto death . We
are informed that these have the "Father ' s name written i n
their foreheads." In other words, they are the children o f
God who will live and reign with Christ .

In Revelation 19 :7 these same followers of the Lamb are
spoken of as becoming united with him in marriage . Thus in
this further sense, they are a people for his name. In
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Revelation 22:1, the kingdom is depicted as "the throne o f
God and of the Lamb ." It is from this throne that the water o f
life will flow out for the blessing of the people. And when the
kingdom is thus set up and functioning, "the Spirit and the
bride" will say, "Come, . . . take the water of life
freely."—vs. 1 7

Rulers in the Kingdom
The way that leads to joint-heirship with Jesus in hi s

kingdom is a difficult one . It is a way of suffering that ter-
minates eventually in death. Jesus knew that those who
walked in this way would need encouragement, so he said ,
"Fear not, little flock ; for it is your Father's good pleasure t o
give you the kingdom." (Luke 12 :32) This is a promise to the
prospective rulers in the kingdom of Christ—not to those wh o
later will become subjects in that kingdom . It is important to
keep this distinction in mind, for the kingdom of Christ wil l
have both rulers and subjects .

Jesus is, of course, the King of kings in his kingdom .
Having been put to death in the flesh to redeem mankin d
from death, it was necessary that Jesus be raised from the
dead in order to be the world's ruler; and this is also tru e
with respect to his footstep followers . Throughout the age
from Pentecost unto now these have, one by one, finishe d
their course of faithfulness in death, and at the end of the ag e
they are restored to life in what the Bible terms "the first
resurrection ."—Rev. 20:4, 6

Called, Chosen, and Faithfu l
Those who are to live and reign with Christ are, as we hav e

seen, called to this high position through the Gospel, th e
Word of life. This has been the main objective of th e
preaching of the Gospel throughout the age, beginning wit h
Pentecost . True, others have heard the message, and to th e
extent they have understood and responded they have been
blessed. But only a few in the entire age, literally a hundred
and forty-four thousand, have responded in full devotion to
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the LORD and his cause, a devotion that has led to the layin g
down of their lives in sacrifice .

In Revelation 17 :14 we are informed that those who are
qualified to be with the Lamb are "called, and chosen, an d
faithful ." To be called to this high position in the kingdom a s
associate rulers with Jesus is not enough . There must be a
response to that call by a complete surrender to the doing of
God's will . Upon the basis of this consecration the called
ones become `chosen' . Thereafter it is necessary to mak e
one's calling and choosing sure by a lifetime of faithfulness .
Jesus said, "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give the e
a crown of l ife . "—Rev . 2 :1 0

Faithfulness to the LORD involves willingness to serve hi m
in whatever way he may indicate to be his will . It means
loyalty to his Word of truth . The Apostle Peter speaks of stil l
other aspects of faithfulness . Reminding us that we are
called to be partakers of the divine nature, Peter writes ,
"Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and preciou s
promises : that by these ye might be partakers of the divin e
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the worl d
through lust . And beside this, giving all diligence, add t o
your faith virtue ; and to virtue knowledge ; and to knowledge
temperance; and to temperance patience ; and to patience
godliness ; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to
brotherly kindness love . For if these things be in you, an d
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren no r
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ . But he
that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, an d
hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins . Where -
fore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your callin g
and election sure : for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall :
for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantl y
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesu s
Christ ." — ll Pet . 1 :4-1 1

A Heavenly Calling
In Hebrews 3 :1, the Apostle Paul addresses the churc h
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class as "holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling . "
A misunderstanding of the promises of God to those who ar e
partakers of this calling has given rise to the erroneous ide a
that his plan for the world of mankind is to take as many o f
them to heaven as possible . Those advocating this theor y
have Failed to see that the LORD is simply calling a few, a
little flock, to this high position, to be associated with Jesu s
in the rulership of his kingdom, and that this kingdom, when
prepared and established, will extend the blessings of huma n
life to all the remainder of the world of mankind .

In writing about the sons of God who are called to live an d
reign with Christ, the Apostle John said, "Beloved, now ar e
we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shal l
be : but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be lik e
him ; for we shall see him as he is ." (I John 3:2) Following hi s
resurrection Jesus manifested himself to his disciples by
various signs—signs which took the form of different bodies .
He appeared as a gardener, a stranger, a fisherman, and, to
Thomas, as one who had been crucified . The disciples did not
see Jesus' glorified, divine body, for he could not thus b e
seen with human eyes . But John informs us that the faithfu l
sons of God will see Jesus as he is, because they will be mad e
like him . These, then, will also be invisible to human eyes .

Human Representative s
Jesus, together with those called out from the world an d

proved worthy to live and reign with him, will constitute th e
spiritual, or invisible, phase of the messianic kingdom . But
there will also be an earthly ruling phase of Christ's kingdo m
which will represent the spiritual phase . Who will be the
human representatives of the messianic kingdom? Th e
Scriptures answer this question clearly . Luke 13 :28,2 9
speaks of the time when the people shall see "Abraham, an d
Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom o f
God ." And we are told that then the people will come fro m
the east, west, north, and south, and sit down with thes e
ancient faithful ones in the kingdom .
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In Psalm 45 :16, this same group is spoken of as th e
"fathers" in Israel, and the explanation is given that in th e
kingdom these fathers will become the "children" of Th e
Christ and that they will be made "princes in ail the earth . "
Jesus as the great king in his kingdom is mentioned in Isaia h
32:1, and we are told that he will reign in righteousness ,
"and princes shall rule in judgment . "

These princes will not be ordinary, imperfect humans ,
governed largely by selfishness . Paul tells us that they are t o
be brought forth from death in "a better resurrection," an d
made "perfect" (Heb. 11 :35,40) From the beginning o f
their administration under Christ they will doubtless be
recognized as superior in every way, and well equipped t o
direct the affairs of men as the visible representatives of th e
spiritual Christ . While these human princes will not be the
kingdom in the full sense of the word, they will be so fully th e
representatives of it that they will be so recognized by men .

Specially Tested
Just as it was God's design to specially test thos e

ultimately chosen to reign with Christ in the spiritual phas e
of his kingdom, so he also tested those who will serve as it s
human representatives . Their testing was upon the basis o f
their faith and obedience . During that long period of tim e
from Abel to John the Baptist—approximately four thousan d
years—this testing continued . And God overshadowed his
faithful people of old with his love and care, even as has bee n
true of his people during the present age . When the people
scoffed at Noah's belief in the coming Flood, they did no t
realize that they were being used to test his worthiness of a
better resurrection, to be one of the princes in all the eart h
who will represent the messianic kingdom .

And think of the great lawgiver, Moses! At the age of fort y
he thought to take matters into his own hands and deliver hi s
people, but his plans miscarried, and he fled from Egypt i n
fear . For forty years more he waited for some indication fro m
the LORD as to his future course, meanwhile working at th e
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humble occupation of caring for his father-in-law's flocks .
What a test this must have been upon Moses' patience ; ye t
he passed that test and was ready to do the LORD'S biddin g
when the time came and the divine will was clearly pointed
out to him .

The next forty years of hardship and toil, for which Mose s
received little gratitude from the people, further tested hi s
fidelity to God . The experiences through which he passed i n
the wilderness served as valuable training in preparation fo r
his future position as one of the princes in all the earth . Even
though Moses was not permitted to enter the Promised Land ,
his faith and confidence in his God were not shaken . When
Moses is raised from the dead, the LORD will be able t o
entrust him with great responsibility, knowing that ever y
detail of work which might be assigned to him will be carrie d
out faithfully and with an eye single to the glory of God .

And consider Daniel, a Hebrew captive in Babylon, wh o
became prime minister of the Babylonian Empire! Danie l
attained this high position despite his loyalty to Jehovah an d
his high principles of righteousness, which irked his
enemies . How many there have been through the ages who ,
if threatened with death in a lion's den, would have remaine d
true to their God? It was through this and other faith-testin g
experiences that Daniel proved worthy of the bette r
resurrection, and qualified to serve as one of the princes i n
all the earth .

To quote Paul : "What shall I more say? For the time woul d
fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and o f
Jephthae ; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets ;
who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteous-
ness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions ,
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword ,
out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight ,
turned to flight the armies of the aliens . Women received
their dead raised to life again : and others were tortured, not
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accepting deliverance ; that they might obtain a bette r
resurrection . "— H eb . 11 :32-35

Experiences Utilized
Throughout all the centuries, God was utilizing th e

experiences of these Ancient Worthies to prepare them to be
the human representatives of Christ's kingdom . During al l
that time the world in general did not even believe there was
a God . They knew about their gods of wood and stone, an d
superstitiously bowed down in fear before their hideou s
idols . But they did not know that a living God, the Creator o f
heaven and earth, was training personnel for a futur e
government through whom they, when awakened from th e
sleep of death, would be enlightened and blessed .

It is doubtful if the Ancient Worthies themselve s
understood clearly just what their future position in th e
arrangements of God would be . They believed the promise s
of God that a powerful kingdom would be establishe d
through a Messiah he would send, and they hoped that i n
some way they would be the servants of God in that
government—that then they could serve God without fear o f
persecution, violence, or death . Isaiah taught that under th e
jurisdiction of that government the "rebuke" of God' s
people would be taken "from off all the earth."—Isa. 25 :8

But regardless of the reward, the Ancient Worthies wer e
committed to God and were faithful to him . The attitude of al l
the Ancient Worthies who qualified to be princes in all the
earth was well expressed by the three Hebrew captives i n
Babylon . When threatened with death in a fiery furnace i f
they did not bow down to the great image of the king, the y
replied : "If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to delive r
us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us ou t
of thine hand, 0 king . But if not, be it known unto thee, 0
king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golde n
image which thou hast set up ."—Dan . 3 :17,1 8

This also has been the attitude of the LORD'S true people
during the present age, as they, through much tribulation ,
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prove themselves worthy to reign with Christ . Thus the as-
sociate rulers in Christ's kingdom—those on the spiritua l
plane, as well as those on the earthly plane of life—will al l
have been thoroughly tested . No one will be in either of these
groups who has not previously demonstrated his ful l
obedience to God under test . This, indeed, was also true o f
Jesus, the King of kings and Lord of lords in his kingdom .

When all in both these classes are brought forth in the
resurrection—the spiritual class in the first resurrection, an d
the earthly class in the better resurrection—the kingdom wil l
begin to function for the blessing of all the families of th e
earth . Christ and his church will be the lawgivers in tha t
kingdom, and the princes will administer the law and be th e
instructors of the people in the true meaning and applicatio n
of all the divine requirements .

These two phases of the kingdom are referred to by th e
Prophet Micah, and symbolized as Zion, the spiritual phase ,
and Jerusalem, the earthly phase . The kingdom as a whole i s
symbolized by a mountain . The people are represented a s
going up to this mountain of the LORD, and being taught b y
him through the kingdom agencies . As a result, they bea t
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks, and they learn war no more . Then, we ar e
assured, every man will dwell under his vine and fig tree ,
and none shall make them afraid . (Mic . 4:4) What a blessed
prospect!

	

q

l know not the way that's before me,
The joys or the griefs it may bring ;

What clouds are o 'erhanging thefuture,
What flowers by the wayside may spring .

But there's One who will journey beside me,
Nor in weal nor in woe willforsake ;

And this is my solace and comfort,
"He knoweth the way that l take . "
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Christian Life and Doctrine

"Provoking
One Another "

"Let us consider one another to provoke unto love and t o
good works . "—Hebrews 10 :2 4

ORDINARILY, the word provoke is used to denote a stirrin g
up to anger or ill will, but here the apostle's thought clearly i s
that of an incitement to good, a stimulation of Christia n
growth in grace and knowledge, and a proper use of tha t
knowledge. The apostle shows that such a provoking unt o
love and good works is the true object of Christian associa -
tion, the purpose for which the followers of the Maste r
assemble themselves together . We cannot exhort on e
another unless we are associated . We all need the help an d
encouragement that come from fellowship with those of like
precious faith . The apostle shows, furthermore, that fellow -
ship with the brethren, in order that we may mutually exhor t
one another to love and good works, becomes increasingl y
essential as we "see the day approaching . "

There is a beautiful spiritual balance displayed in the ex-
hortation to provoke one another to love and good works .
Neither love nor zeal for good works possessed independent -
ly of the other as an element of Christian character, can make
the Christian all that God expects him to be . Actually, true
Christian love cannot exist in the life of a Christian unless i t
be manifested in good works, nor can there be works that ar e
good in the LORD'S sight except those works which are th e
outgrowth, the manifestation of true Christian love . Good
works are described by the Apostle Paul in I Thessalonian s
1 :3 as "labor of love ." This shows that true love labors, o r
works, that it is not merely a kindly disposition which allows
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its possessor to idle away his life, supposing that hi s
character is pleasing to God simply because he has no ill wil l
toward his neighbors .

Our imperfect minds need constantly to be on guar d
against extreme viewpoints of the truth and its application .
Those whose natural dispositions enjoy activity, and are mos t
happy when their time is used fully in working for the LORD ,
need to watch lest they find themselves overstressing thi s
phase of the Christian life . It is so easy to bend every
passage of the Scriptures to make it fit some supposedl y
all-important end . On the other hand, those who by nature
are more quiet and contemplative should exercise care les t
they ignore what the Scriptures say concerning activity .

The subject of love is made so very important in the Wor d
of God, that many have stressed it to the exclusion of othe r
things which the LORD requires . To do this is just as
injurious to true Christian growth in grace as it is to ignore
what the Scriptures say about love, and overstress what the y
say concerning works of faith . How very glad we are that th e
apostle, in pointing out the true objective of our associatio n
in Christ, stresses the importance of exhorting one anothe r
both to love and to good works .

What Is Love ?
A proper understanding of what constitutes Christian lov e

is probably the best safeguard against a misuse of Scripture s
which urge its development and prominence in the Christia n
life. Fundamentally, the love which should fill and contro l
the Christian life is the love of God, the love possessed an d
exemplified by our Heavenly Father in his attitude toward
the fallen race . John 3:16 declares that God so loved the m
that he 'gave' . He gave that which cost him more than
anything else he could have given . He gave his only begotte n
and well-beloved Son because he loved the fallen race, an d
on account of his love was glad to make this sacrifice, to
provide an opportunity for all who would accept it to return t o
harmony with him and enjoy everlasting life .
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Love is the opposite of selfishness ; but unselfishness is not
all that the love of God implies . The love of God is not onl y
unselfish in principle, but is ever active in providin g
blessings for his creatures, even for the fallen race for who m
he provided redemption through his Son .

Jesus was of the same disposition as his Father, and th e
love of God which controlled his life urged him on day by da y
in a self-sacrificing effort that was wholly on behalf of others .
A contemplation of love, or an exhortation encouraging the
growth of love, is quite incomplete unless we consider th e
example of the Master's life of self-sacrifice. The Father' s
love which filled his heart called for the use of every nerv e
and sinew of his body in the sacrifice of his perfect humanit y
in the interests of God's plan of recovery for his fellowmen .
He was, doubtless, many times weary and ready to faint ; but
he was never weary of welldoing . And he was never faint -
hearted in his determination to continue using hi s
fast-ebbing strength that others might be blessed .

In Jesus, therefore, we have an example of the perfect
blending of true divine love and the good works of God . We
cannot, of course, perform all the works that he did, but w e
can have the Spirit which will prompt us to do all we possibl y
can .

Elements of Love
In I Corinthians 13, Paul mentions a number of element s

which are contained and combined in the love that is of God ,
hence that of the real Christian . In this inspired treatise, th e
apostle also reminds us of the true relationship between love
and good works, mentioning a number of items which th e
Scriptures show should be looked upon as good works, such
as speaking with the tongues of men and of angels, the gif t
of prophecy, bestowing all one's goods to feed the poor, and
giving one's body to be burned . In discussing the subject ,
Paul also mentions other important considerations in the
Christian life, such as the understanding of mysteries, and
the possession of mountain-moving faith . St. Paul is not
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discounting the importance of work, and knowledge an d
faith . He shows, rather, that works, in order to be good, mus t
be prompted by love, and that knowledge and faith withou t
love are profitless in making one truly acceptable to God .

The Apostle Paul's reference to speaking with the tongues
of men and of angels could be understood as applying to th e
gift of speaking in tongues, with which many were blessed i n
the Early Church. Or it might also properly apply to excep-
tional ability in expounding the Word of God, such as Apollo s
possessed . Whether the reference is to one or both of thes e
means of serving the LORD, Paul is not condemning th e
service, but is using examples of legitimate Christian work i n
order to point out the proper relationship of love thereto .

In the church at Corinth there had developed a spirit o f
sectarianism which certainly was contrary to the principle o f
Christian love . In the first chapter of the epistle he reveal s
that they were taking sides with respect to leadership, som e
saying, "I am of Paul," others saying, "I am of Apollos, "
and still others, "I am of Cephas ." Apollos was noted for hi s
oratory, and it seems quite possible that Paul's reference t o
speaking with the tongues of men and of angels may hav e
been a timely warning to the brethren at Corinth that orator y
alone should not be considered the basis upon which they ac -
cept any brother as a leader in their midst .

Paul was faithful in exhorting the brethren at Corinth to b e
motivated by love in their good works, and thus, b y
indirection, warned them not to be over-influenced by a
brilliant display of good works in the form of great ability t o
present the Word . Neither should the apostle's warning b e
construed as discouraging the use of all the ability one ma y
possess in sounding forth the praises of God . None in our da y
is able to speak with such eloquence that it can be said h e
speaks with the tongues of men and of angels . Nevertheless ,
there is no question but that God would have all of us use ou r
tongues as efficiently as we possibly can to make known th e
glad tidings of the kingdom, and to exhort one another . Very
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true, we will find that at the best, our efforts, comparativel y
speaking, will be those of lisping, stammering tongues, ye t
God can bless even such feeble efforts when prompted by
love .

Feeding the Poo r
The Apostle Paul says that though we bestow all our goods

to feed the poor and have not love, it profiteth us nothing .
Quite true, but he knew, nevertheless, that true love prompt s
every follower of Christ to bestow all his goods to feed th e
poor, not literally, of course, but in the spiritual sense . Pau l
knew, also, that this sacrifice of earthly treasures is one o f
the conditions of the narrow way, hence that where true lov e
exists this sacrifice will be kept upon the altar until it i s
wholly consumed . Jesus explained to the rich young rule r
that in order to lay up treasure in heaven it was essential that
he bestow his goods to feed the poor and take up his cross
and follow the Master . Paul would know of this requiremen t
of the narrow way, and in his lesson on the subject o f
Christian love he points out the relationship between lov e
and sacrifice, that the one prompts the other, and that any
display of interest in the poor that is not prompted by lov e
and directed by the Holy Spirit, is not acceptable to God .

In II Corinthians 6 :10, the apostle speaks of us as Christia n
workers together, "as poor, yet making many rich ; as havin g
nothing, and yet possessing all things ." While few of the
LORD'S people are of the wealthy class, the reference here i s
not so much to their original poverty as to the fact that the y
have made themselves poor by sacrificing their all i n
response to the LORD'S invitation to follow in his footsteps .
Jesus, while he was rich, for our sakes became poor, layin g
aside the glory and riches which he had with the Father . His
course of sacrifice also resulted in poverty, even as a huma n
being . (II Cor . 8 :9) He said that while the birds of the air have
nests and the foxes have holes, "the Son of man hath no t
where to lay his head."—Matt . 8 :20

"Yet making many rich," adds the apostle, concernin g
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those who through sacrifice have made themselves poo r
according to the standards of this world . How very true this i s
concerning Jesus who became so very poor . He laid aside the
heavenly riches in order to take the sinner's place, and to la y
down his earthly life in sacrifice .

The riches of God's grace which have filled the lives of al l
the Master's followers have reached us through him ,
because he became poor . Had he not made himself poor on
our behalf, we would not be enjoying any of the riches of hi s
grace today .

We do not have the abundance of riches to sacrifice tha t
were possessed by the Master . Indeed, most of us posses s
very little of time, strength, and substance that can be
devoted directly to divine service . Yet, if we are filled wit h
the same Spirit of love that prompted Jesus to lay aside hi s
heavenly riches and to sacrifice all that the earth held for hi m
as a perfect man, God will bless our offering of love and use i t
to the enrichment of others . It is impossible for a Christian ,
prompted by love and guided in his sacrifice by the truths o f
the divine plan, to lay down his life in the service of God, an d
not have that sacrifice enrich the lives of others .

Possessing All Thing s
If we accept the Master's invitation to bestow all our good s

to enrich others, we will be among those described by th e
Apostle Paul as having nothing . (II Cor. 6:10) At the same
time, however, it will be our blessed privilege to possess al l
things . The all things here referred to are spiritua l
possessions which become ours in proportion to our sacrific e
of earthly interests . The LORD'S favors to us through Christ ,
such as his promises of grace to help in time of need, th e
guidance and help of the Holy Spirit, the encouragement o f
his exceeding great and precious promises, our privileges o f
association with his people, and the honor of bein g
co-workers with him, all constitute a part of our presen t
riches in Christ . They are some of the all things, which ar e
ours to enjoy if, by the influence of love, we are sacrificin g
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earthly advantages in order that these spiritual blessing s
may, indeed, be our blessed portion .

In addition to these present riches, there are also th e
treasures that are being laid up in heaven by those who ar e
sacrificing the things of this earth . How fully it will be true
when we receive our heavenly inheritance that we possess al l
things! According to the exceeding great and preciou s
promises, the followers of the Master are heirs of God an d
joint-heirs with Jesus Christ, and when we enter into that in -
heritance, all things indeed will be ours, even to a position i n
the immediate, divine family of our Heavenly Father, th e
Creator . Words are wholly inadequate to describe, even i f
our minds could grasp, the grandeur, the riches, and the
glory of such an inheritance .—II Pet . 1 :4 ; Rom . 8:16; Eph .
1 :1 8

The Altar of Sacrifice
In showing further the proper relationship between lov e

and good works, Paul says that "though we give our bodie s
to be burned, and have not love, it profiteth us nothing." ( I
Cor . 13 :3) It is conceivable that one might thus give his bod y
in sacrifice for some other reason than that of love . Indeed ,
throughout the Middle Ages, millions were burned at the
stake, and otherwise cruelly put to death, yet we can hardl y
suppose that all of them were prompted thus to forfeit thei r
lives by the true spirit of love . The spirit of martyrdom, th e
viewpoint which makes one proud that he is persecuted ,
oftentimes leads even those who do not profess to b e
Christians into making great sacrifices .

Nevertheless, there is a true Christian sense in which on e
may give his body to be burned . This viewpoint of Christia n
sacrifice is beautifully illustrated in the typical sacrifices o f
the Tabernacle where the bodies of animals were burned . I n
Romans 12:1, the Apostle Paul writes, "I beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye presen t
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God ,
which is your reasonable service. "
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Offering our bodies in sacrificial service, then, is one of th e
essentials of the narrow way . Having offered ourselves in
consecration to God, having entered into a covenant with hi m
by sacrifice, we are no longer privileged to view these term s
of our consecration as incidentals . They are on the "must "
list, as it were . If we do not offer up our body as a livin g
sacrifice, that is, if we do not lay down our life in the servic e
of the LORD and his truth, we cannot hope to receive the ne w
divine body and nature promised . This sacrifice of ourselves ,
in addition to the sacrifice of our possessions, is included i n
the good works to which the apostle says we should provoke
one another .

But, even so, love must be the motive back of our sacrifice .
If we are serving the LORD to be seen and known of men, o r
to be considered zealous by the brethren, our sacrifice wil l
not be pleasing to God. There is a reward in accomplishment ,
especially from the viewpoint of the flesh . If the sacrifices w e
make for the truth and for the brethren are made in orde r
that we might see outstanding present results of our efforts ,
certainly our good works are not prompted by the proper
motive. The good words of the LORD are owned and blessed
of him only when they are actuated by love, the same kind o f
love that prompted him to give his Son that we might live .
Sometimes, to be sure, we are made to rejoice by seeing th e
good that results from our labors, but this joy should be
considered merely as a bonus of divine grace . If our work s
are prompted by love, we will continue our labor of love faith -
fully unto death, even though the LORD does not permit u s
the great joy of witnessing present results .

Further reminding us of the futility of all Christian effort I n
the absence of love, the apostle then identifies some of th e
characteristics of love, and some of the things it will enabl e
the Christian to do, and keep him from doing .

Love Suffereth Long
if we should find ourselves, becoming fretful under trial, or

inclined to rebel against theprovidences of the LORD which
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are not pleasing to the flesh, we may well question th e
degree of love that fills our hearts—for love suffereth long .
Remembering the terms of our consecration, that we agree d
to give up all that we are and have and hope to be, we will not
feel rebellious when our earthly blessings, whether of health ,
of friends, or of worldly goods are, in the LORD'S provi-
dence, accepted, and he puts them upon the altar of sacrifice .
If our consecration was prompted by love, and love continue s
to fill our hearts and lives, we will take joyfully the spoiling o f
our goods, rejoicing in every evidence that our sacrifice i s
being consumed to the glory of God .

Love Is Kin d
No matter how extenuating the circumstances of life ma y

be, regardless of how bitterly our enemies may assail us, o r
how maliciously they malign us, if love fills our hearts we wil l
not be unkind. There are no exceptions to this, n o
circumstances whatever under which a Christian may b e
justifiably unkind .

A Christian has no right to hide behind the excuse of righ -
teous indignation, and thus permit himself to be unkind . If i t
becomes necessary for us to express indignation agains t
wrongdoers, it should be done in kindness. To whatever
extent we are unkind in our dealings with others, it mean s
that we are just that much lacking in Christian love . How
important, then, that love control our lives as workers for th e
LORD. How much more effective will be our witness for th e
truth if our words are kind and manifest a genuine an d
understanding sympathy for those to whom we minister .
How tragic, then, the condition would be of those who ma y
be over-stimulated in their zeal to work for the LORD, an d
yet lack the kindness of love . Truly, love and good works
must go together .

Love Envieth Not
To envy those who may enjoy advantages which do not

belong to us would be evidence of a lack of love . The spirit of
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unselfishness which prompted our consecration, our agree-
ment to give up all in the service of the LORD, is quite incom-
patible with envy. True love, rather, would prompt one t o
give what he had to others that they may be enriched, rathe r
than enviously to desire that which does not belong to him .
Whether the blessings enjoyed by others are those o f
material wealth or comfort, special privileges of service fo r
the LORD, or other valued opportunities in connection wit h
the truth, love will cause us to rejoice with them, rather tha n
to envy their advantages . Any service we might render fo r
the LORD while our hearts are envious of the privileges o f
others could not possibly be acceptable to him . Thus, again ,
we see that love and good works are, from the divin e
standpoint, inseparable .

Love Vaunteth Not Itsel f
Those who are puffed up (I Cor . 13:3,4) with pride ar e

almost certain to attempt a display of their greatness, t o
vaunt themselves before the brethren and before thei r
fellowman . It is not love that causes one to do this bu t
selfishness, the selfish desire to be seen and honored an d
praised of men . Love, on the contrary, leads to the opposit e
course .

Of Jesus, who was wholly motivated by love, it is said tha t
"he made himself of no reputation ." (Phil . 2 :7) True love wil l
do this . It will lead in the direction of meekness, humility, o f
self-effacement, to a back seat, rather than to seek
prominence. When one in an unseemly manner vaunt s
himself through pride of heart, it proves that his service fo r
God is not being rendered because of love, but because of hi s
ambition to shine before men . When such is true, one' s
works, no matter how great or imposing, are, nevertheless ,
not good as viewed by God .

Love Seeketh Not Her Ow n

The only rights that really belong to a consecrate d
Christian are those represented in his privilege of sacrifice .
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We have the right, by divine authority and through the meri t
of Christ, to lay down our lives in the divine service . We hav e
the right, if we are faithful in the use of our privileges o f
sacrifice, to claim the divine promise of glory, honor, an d
immortality . If in our daily sacrifices to the LORD, we fin d
our earthly rights being trampled upon, we should view thi s
as an evidence that God is accepting our sacrifice . It is our
privilege, having made a full consecration of all that we hav e
to the LORD, to fulfill our consecration vows . (Ps . 50 :5) It i s
the LORD who decides the circumstances which may consti-
tute the altar upon which our sacrifice is consumed . Love
prompts to sacrifice that which is our own, hence could not ,
at the same time, prompt us to hold back from the altar tha t
which we have agreed to place in his hands .

Love Is Not Easily Provoked
The Diaglott translation of I Corinthians 13 :5 is better . I t

says that love is not provoked to anger . The word 'easily' i s
not in the original . The Apostle Paul wants us to understan d
that love cannot be provoked to anger at all . If a Christian
becomes angry under provocation it is an evidence that lov e
is not in full control in his life . It is true, of course, that th e
Bible speaks of God as being angry with the wicked, and we
are admonished not to let the sun go down on our wrath, bu t
the anger which is not provoked by love is not the righteou s
indignation which God and all those in harmony with God o f
necessity feel toward unrighteousness . It is, rather, a display
of temper, which gives vent to unkind looks and words an d
deeds, which do not edify but malign and injure . This type of
anger is no part of good works, but wherever manifested b y
the Christian, discredits the truth of which he is an
ambassador .

Love Thinketh No Evil, Rejoiceth Not in Iniquit y
This means that one whose heart is filled with love does not

accredit wrong motives to the actions of others, but will i n
every way possible construe what might on the surface
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appear to be evil as though it were good, attributing at least a
good motive to that which seems to be wrong on the part o f
others . This does not mean that love compromises with evi l
or condones sin, but it does mean that one who is controlle d
by it, knowing that the LORD covers unwilling imperfection s
with the robe of Christ's righteousness, will not expose th e
faults of the brethren .—I Cor . 13 :5, 6

Love Rejoiceth in the Truth
If love fills our hearts, we will always rejoice in the trut h

and in the knowledge that others are being blessed by th e
truth . We will rejoice in truthfulness, and will find ourselves
out of harmony with all forms of deception, compromise, an d
unrighteousness .

Love Beareth All Things
"Love . . . believeth all things, hopeth all things, enduret h

all things ." (I Cor . 13 :7) If we are zealous in the good work s
of the LORD, there will be many hard experiences to bear .
And if love is not prompting our efforts, we will becom e
discouraged—weary in well-doing . But with love urging u s
on in the way of sacrifice, we will be able to endure all thing s
which, in the LORD'S providence, he sees needful for ou r
development as new creatures in Christ Jesus . (II Cor . 5 :17 )
Love will enable us to believe all his precious promises an d
attribute the best of motives to the efforts of others . Love wil t
enable us always to have a hopeful outlook, not only wit h
respect'to our present experiences in the narrow way, bu t
also in the fulfillment of the promises of God concerning ou r
heavenly inheritance .

Love Never Failet h

It cannot fail! (vs . 8) If we fail in any of our Christia n
efforts, it is because we are lacking in love . God is love . All of
his blessed designs on behalf of the church and the world are
an expression of his love . If we are wholly under the contro l
of divine love, It means that we are living near to God ; that
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our viewpoint is the same as his ; that his interest in mankin d
is our interest ; that his interest in the church is our interest ;
that what we do in his service is done because we want to be
like him, and want his Spirit to be our Spirit . Our position in
life may be such that we can do very little directly in God' s
service ; but if we have his Spirit of love we will do what we
can, earnestly praying, meanwhile, for greater opportunitie s
of showing forth his praises, serving the brethren, and doin g
good to all men .

How apparent it is, then, in view of what constitutes true
Christian love, that it cannot be possessed without bein g
manifested in a consuming desire to sacrifice ou r
all—whether little or much—in the good works of God . How
true it is also that works which are truly good are only thos e
which are prompted by love . The rich young nobleman
addressed Jesus as "good Master," but Jesus replied ,
"None is good but God ." (Matt . 19:16,17 ; Mark 10 :17,18 ;
Luke 18 :18,19) In the Heavenly Father, therefore, is th e
standard of all that is good . Works which he considers good
must not only be his works, but must be performed i n
harmony with the love which designed them .

How appropriate, then, and in keeping with God's arrange -
ments that each of us as fellow-members of the body of
Christ, use every opportunity that is ours to exhort ou r
brethren both to love and to good works . No matter how lon g
we may have been in the Christian way, no matter ho w
faithful we may have been, we still need the encouragemen t
and the incentive that comes from Christian exhortation b y
the brethren . This is why one of the divine arrangements fo r
the church is that of association, of partnership, with eac h
other and through Christ with the Heavenly Father himself . q

(\PROM'N/lR/) M RF''M M Rr, R/IRF+n/' M R/,
"Listen, my friends, Has not God chosen those who are poo r
in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit th e

kingdom he has promised to those who love him? "
James 2 :5, NEB
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Encouraging Letters
"THE TRUE GOSPEL "

Dear Sirs : I am writing in re-
gard to where, and when,
and by whom, the Dawn
Bible Students were started.
I have enjoyed your books,
and believe you do teach the
true Gospel . To teach only
from the Bible means s o
much to me . Thank you for
your good writings! Sincere-
ly . —UT

FOR OTHERS IN NEED

Dear Brethren at The Dawn:
If possible, please send 100
"Hope" booklets to me . I
would like to send them to
the bereaved that I read
about in our local newspap-
ers. So often, lately, I read of
people losing their young
ones to death, and I think
how comforting it would be
to their grieving families if
only they knew of God's
plan. I think they will fin d
great comfort from th e
"Hope" booklet . May God
continue to bless all of you a t
the Dawn. Thank you! Sin-
cerely . —IL

"HOPE" A "BIG HIT "

Dear Sirs : The booklet s
"Hope" that you sent m e
last year were wonderful,
and they were really appreci-
ated by me and my firm .
They were a big hit with th e
community we serve, and th e
many churches we come in
contact with. I've been want-
ing for a long time to write
and thank you, and also re -
quest some more, if they are
available . I would even b e
willing to donate a small su m
to your group, since you did
not charge me for them . I
would also be interested in
other booklets if they are
available . The imprint on the
booklets was the same as my
letterhead . If you care to dis-
cuss this further, feel free t o
call me collect at the tele-
phone number I am giving
you here . Sincerely . —MD

TEACHINGS MAKE SENSE

Dear Sirs : lam lookingfor-
ward to reading your six vol-
umes of Studies in the Scrip-
tures . I will purchase them
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one by one as I read them ,
and can afford them . I am
now on page 177 of "Th e
Divine Plan of the Ages . " I
should be able to finish it
about the time that "The
Time Is at Hand" reache s
me. I must say that your
teachings make more sens e
than any others I have inves-
tigated. Thank you sincerely .
—CA

SCARCE IN THE LAND

Dear Sirs : After reading The
Dawn we decided to sub -
scribe . Thank you for the op-
portunity to read such Spirit -
filled literature, which i s
scarce in the land today . Sin-
cerely yours . —PA

COMFORTING INDEED

Dear Friends: Thank you s o
much for the timely bookle t
you sent me. It is comforting
indeed to know that someon e
shares the sorrow in these
troubled times. It is a great
service to render to those
who are in need . And again,
I am grateful to you for you r
kindness and your caring.
Sincerely . —TX

SPREADS KNOWLEDGE

Dear Sirs : I am renewing my
subscription. I enjoy reading
the Sunday School Lessons in
The Dawn magazine . They
give me great comfort . I al -
ways take a Dawn to the doc -
tor's office, and to the hospi-
tal, and the nursing home,
for people to read. May Go d
bless you always for doing
his work. With Christian
love . —AR

FROM A MORTUAR Y

Dear Sirs : Could you pleas e
send us about 300 copies of
your little booklet, "Hope . "
We have run out of them.
Can you please send them
immediately? They hav e
been a great inspiration t o
the families who have los t
loved ones . Sincerely . —TX

LIFTED HIS FEELINGS

Dear Sirs : Please send me in -
formation about purchasing
your booklet on "Hope . "
This booklet was given to m e
during my bereavement, an d
really lifted my feelings, an d
I am sure if I share it with
others it will do the same .
Thank you . —OH

	

q
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Speakers' Appointments
MINISTERING THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF CHRIST

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department
of The Dawr. . Their services are furnishedfree upon request.
Write to: Dawn Bible Students Association, East Rutherford,
NJ 07073. A visit will be arranged when possible.

G . JEUC K
Allentown, PA

	

October 1 3
N . KASPEROWICZ

Middletown, NY

	

October 6
G . PASSIO S

Philadelphia, PA

	

October20

L . POS T
New Haven, CT

	

October2 0
St . Louis, MO

	

2 7

J . TATE
Berwick, PA

	

October 1 3

Obituaries
The following brethren have recently finished their Christian

course . We wish to eexpress our sincere sympathy to the families and
friends in their loss of

	

dear ones.

Brother Emmett Newby, Ferum, VA—June 8 . Age, 69 .
Brother Howard Billsborough, Union City, PA—July 25 . Age, 66.
Sister Gertrude Gluen, Milwaukie, OR—August . Age, 86 .
Sister Norma Billsborough, Union City, PA—August 7 . Age, 63 .
Sister Catharine Wigda, Detroit Polish Class—August 22 . Age, 85 .

Conventions
These Conventions are listed at the request ofthe individual Glasses

who aresponsoringthe gatherings.

MILWAUKEE, WI, October 5,8 —
Aurora Hail, 734 North 26th St . Mrs .
John Pazucha, 4454 S . 14th St . 53221
MINNEAPOLIS, MN, October 8 —
Eastelde Neighborhood Service ,
1929 N .E . 2nd Street .
RICHMOND, VA, October 11-13 —
Roslyn Conference Center, 8727
River Road . Contact MW Katharine

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

R . Warren, 2805 Stonewall Ave .
2322 5
GRAND RAPIDS, MI, Octebsr 12,
1$-Kenowa Hills High School, 3958
Hendershott N.W. Ruth Kowalski ,
862 First ST. N .W. 49504
Phone : (618) 458-5089
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA, October 12 ,
13—Motel Inn 2223 Monterey St .



Contact Lynn Murray, 43 Del Sol Ct .
93401

CINCINNATI, OH, October 19,20 —
Masonic Temple, 317 East 5th St .

CHICAGO, IL, October 27—Elm-
hurst Masonic Temple, York Rd . &
Arthur St ., Elmhurst 60126 B .J .
Hack, 3820 W . 116th PI ., Garden
Homes 60655
DETROIT, MI, October 27—Redford

YWCA, 25940 Grand River, Detroit .
Contact Bob Gorecki, 4093 Justi n
Ct ., Bloomfield Hills 4801 3

NEW HAVEN, CT, November 10 —
Italian-American Club, 85 Chas e
Lane, West Have n

PHOENIX, AZ, December 29-31 —
Quality Inn, 2420 West Thomas Rd .
Contact Mildred Enteman, 542 W .
Southern Ave . 85041

00

The Power of the Tongue
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

"If any man offend not in word ,
the same is a perfect man ."

	

—James 3 : 2

HUMAN beings are the only earthly creatures who can tal k
—whether orally or in writing, or otherwise . More and
more the people of God realize the wisdom of the Apostle
James ' statement that though the tongue is a little member ,
it is the most dangerous of all, because it has the widest in-
fluence . We cannot estimate the possible results of ou r
words. This influence may reach even to the ends of th e
earth! Therefore we are to consider carefully what we may
say, in order to determine whether our words will glorif y
God, or whether they will dishonor him—whether they wil l
stir up good thoughts and impulses in the minds of others ,
or whether they will stir up that which is evil . In his
wisdom, God has seen fit so to create us that our conduct o f
today has much to do with our character of tomorrow . Thus
we are either making or breaking character continually . It i s
well that all should know this fact . Not only worldly people ,
but Christians also, should understand this principle ; for
Christians are now on trial for glory, honor, and immortali-
ty . Therefore by neglecting to weigh carefully their words ,
they might lose the great prize for which they are striving . O
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