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(Due to 111 health, Brother Zink)
finds it vecessary, temmporarily,
to give up the Pilerim Serviee.)

COMING CONVENTIONS

BUFFALO, N. Y., March 6. The hrethren in the
Buffalo district plan a get-together the first Sunday of
cach month: and the next gathering will he Mareh 6
Meetings will be held in Fraternity Hall, 971 Jefferson
Street.  Further information mayv be obtained from
Rrother Charles W. Janke, 182 Kohler Street, Tona-
wanda, N, Y.

MONESSEN, PA., March 27. The Russian friends
wish to announce that they will have a special English
meeting on this date, at 526 Donner Avenue, Monessen,
Pa. Further details from Mr. Peter Hazy, P. 0. Box
757, Perrvopolis, Pa. It is expected that Brother
Wilson, of Pittshurgh, will serve.

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE, April 9, 10. . This is
the annual Pre-Memorial gathering at Wilmington, and
a very interesting program is being planned. A goodly
attendance is hoped for. Sunday sessions will be held
m Jr. O, U, A, M. Hall, 907 Tatnal]l Street. Address
of Saturday sessions not vet determined. Wateh for
further announcement in April Dawn; or, write to the
Seeretary, Mrs, P. Kolliman, 404 West 31st Street.

BOSTON, MASS., April 17. The friends in Bosfon
advise us that thex arve planming to have a convention
on Faster Sunday, April 17, in their usual meeting
place. 30 Huntington Avenue. Further particulars ob-
tainable from the Secretary, Miss Lillian F. Thain, 64
Thurston Street, Somerville, Mass.

WARRINGTON, ENGLAND, Bastertide. We have
received the following announcement: ‘A Geners]
Convention is planned for Bastertide, 1938, at Warring-
ton, England, the whole of the arrangements being, as
on previons occasions, in the responsibility of the War-
rington class. Once more the friends are given a hearty
invitation to this gathering with the sincere desire
and expectation that over all and during all the pro-
ceedings our Master will manifest His spirit. For
further details and for accommodations, please apply
to Mr. D. Stanley, ‘“‘Laurel Bank,’’ 140, Knufsford
Road, Grappenhall, Warrington, Eng.

““An immersion service is being arranged. Those de-
siring to symbolize their consecration are requested to
communicate with the convention seeretary as soon as
possible. ™’ (Announcements continued on page 8)
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MEXE NROREEER

OUR MEMORIAL
OF CHRIST’S DEATH

Many brethren, the world over,
will celebrate the memorial of ouxr
Lord’s death this year on the even-
ing of April 14, We {rust that this
articic will be a helptul reminder
of sone of the important thoughts
associated with our ohservance of
this  svmholic  communion  with
Christ.

THEE NEW COVENANT ..
IN TEE BOOK OF HERREWS

Considerable is said in the hook
of Hebrews concerning the New
Covenant.  What connection de
thege truths have with the churck
of this Gospel age? We trust that
the forthecoming article on this sub-
ject max help to clarify this point
i the minds of some.

MEAT IN DUE SEASON
Another avticle dealing with im-
portant truths associated with the
second presence of Christ: particu-
Jarly as ITis presence affects His
followers, the faithful watehers in
Zion.

PRACTICING SELY DENIAL

This article deals with some of
the impertant instruetions of our
Tord as contained in iz Sermon
on the Mount: noting,, for example,
the denth of consecvation implied
in the sngeestion of plucking out
me’s eve rather than to losc life.
Tt is anothey in the series, **These
Savings of Mine ™
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FAGANISM GROWS--BABYLON DOOMED

b NLY one thing can be decided definitely as
: | to the immediate outcome of Dictator IHitler's
| orecent Udiplomatic” victory In Austria, and
that is, that it will be sure to result i a fur-
ther loss of Catholic influence in Europe. \Vhile
high church dignitaries in Austria have already in-
dicated their displeasure of the Austrian govern-
went’s capitulation to Hitler, there seems little they
can do about it. Mussohni has already shown his
approval of Hitler's action, which means that he is
not concerning himself abour what happens to the
Catholic Church in Austria as a result of his com-
rade's anti-church policies.  DBut then, the gloom-
clouds of Paganism now looming up in Austria, is
hut a part of a marked drift in that direction the
world over.

Among the phenomena of our day are the loss of
influence and power by the nominal Christian sys-
tems, and the corresponding revival of Paganism—
a regard for race, nation or government hordering
on worship. A {ew quotations from the daily press
will illustrate.  From the New York Times of Feb-
ruary 9, we quote a portion of a dispatch from Chi-
€ago:

““Mounting erime waves and iInereasing Juvenile de-
linquency find their causes in the ‘rampant paganism’
of 20,000,000 youth of Awmerica, Dr. Roy G. Ross, ex-
€cutive secvetary of the International Couneil on Re-
helous Iducation, told the convention of that body
here today. [Chieago, February 8.] . . . *As a result,’
“said another speaker at the convention] *we find wen
making a religion of a social system and worshiping
socialism, politics and cconomies.” '

Last fall came the following from Vatican City:

““The cult of State and the desire to restore orvder
and publie authority against intrigues of comununism
lead men to forget the wisdom of the gospels and ex-
hume pagan crrors and morals. A wave of atheism
sweeps over the world and threatens destruction of all
civilization."”’

And in a recent issue of the New York Herald
Tribune, a well known contributor writes on *“This
Tragan World,” in part, as follows:

“Alen have lost God. In His place clay images, Hit-
fer, Mussolini, Stalin—2Marxy and Lenin—who knows
the names of all the pagan deities that have begun to
fill the world. These gods dance upon our conti-
nents, and we Tollow them and their conceits, ™

Christianity’s loss of influence comes as a severs
shock to all uninstructed as to the times in which we
are living. Bible Students, however, recall Tesus' in-

EWS3 and

IEWS

timation that at the time of His return to the earth
for His bride, real faith would be possessed by few.
His words are: . . . Nevertheless when the Son of
wman cometh, shall 1de find faith on the earth?”’
{LLuke 18:8.) No, there is no mystery as to this
loss of faith to those aware of the developments in
the nominal Christian systems during the last fifty
The influence of true faith is wofully small
iodav, and the resurgence of Paganism is the result.

VEUTS,

In the leveling of society 1ow in progress prepar-
atory to the establishment of God's Kingdom, in
which “‘the Tord alone shall be exalted” (Tsa. 2:11),
he svstenn which has in the past enjoyed the greatest
exaltation through unscriptural alliance with' the civil
rulers is naturally suffering the most. And therefore
to the Bible Student today, watching attentively for
the fulfilment of the prophetic signs of His presence.
the decline of the Catholic svstem is especially mean-
mgrul.

A Tew vears ago, it will be remembered, a contro-
versy developed between the Pope and Mussolint re-
garding the education of the children in Italy. Ifach
was determined to control and direct the education
oi the future citizens, well knowing that the main-
tenance of his own power and system would be de-
pendent upon the lovalty of these citizens of tomor-
row.  In the controversey between the Pope and
Mussohnt the latter was victor, the vouth of Italy
thereiore being throughly indoctrinated with Fascist
principles—primary Jovalty and devotion to the State
- —whose mterests and directions must have prece-
denee over all else: individual preferences, personal
hberty of action, as well as the interests and instruc-
s of the church.

Abour the time when much was being made in
Catholic circles of the return of civil power to Fa-
pacy through the establishment of Vatican Citv—-
which, in reality. was but a consolation prize for the
loss of control of the children's education-—strong
opposition movemenrs developed i two other coun-
tries long known as thoroughly Catholic, namely,
Spamm and Mexico.  These movements have contin-
ued  unabated and the activities of the Catholic
Church are greathv curtailed in both countrics.  The
opposinon scems directed not against faith in Chris-
tanity, even of the Catholic persuasion, but against
the organized control of the people by the priests,
and alse 1o the large holdings of land and other
wealth by the church, in the midst of abject poverty
of the masses. 4 '

Still more vecently opposition to organized re-
ligion. especially to Papacy, has developed in Ger-
many, The coutroversy between the Nazis and Cath-
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olic authorities has the same features as in Italy—the
education of the children——and much has been pub-
lished indicating the complete defeat of the Catholic
Church .on this, to it, all-important subject. Follow-
ing are excerpts from a recent dispatch from DBerlin
- on this question, dated February 17:

““A strong hint that the German governnient may
tear up the concordat that Chancellor Hitler signed
with the Vafiean in 1933 is contained in the Eilile
Guards’ official organ, the Scehwarvze Korps. The Edv-
fors . . . claim to have consulted legal experts and they
undertake to prove that a treaty between a totalitarian
Siate and any religious hody 1s an impossibility. Thex
sav

“CfArtiele 23 gmarantees confessional sehools, which
hoth from the viewpoint of organization and ldoolog,
have become impossible in the new Reich.

<+ Article 33 proposes negotiations hetween the Reich
and the Vatican in the event of differences of opmion.
Negotiations belween pariies who hoth make totalitar-

ian demands ave certain, however, to he fruitless.

“Conecordats belony to the past.  They mavxy have
been compatible with the viewpoint of the Middle Ages
or with that of liberal democracy, but they are incom-
patible with the modern idea of a totalitarian State’s
covereignty,  In 1hie National Socialist Society there is
no such thing as personal liberty above or mdependent
of the State that shiould be respected by the State on
the hasis of anyv international freaty.”’

The fundamental natare of ithe conflict is revealed
in the last paragraph above, namely. that both the
Catholic Church and the Nazi government demands
primacy: hoth “make toralitarian demands.”  And
of course. this wonld also applv to all dictator-con-
trolled  governments, the number of which is con-
stantly increasing.  Another item of interest, dated
at Berlin, February 12, reads n part. as follows:

Propaganda for mass withdrawals from the Chris-
tian chnrehes is beginning to show real rezults. AL
certain Berlin municipal burcaus where resignations
can he made, lines have appeared.  Signsz have been
posied saving, *Chureh Withdrawals Here” Tt s ve-
povied that the lnes of those waiting are longest when
some eroup has refurned from o National Soclalist
schootivg camp. ™’

The Protestant churches also recognize the trend
away from Christianity and are carnestly examining
the subject. At the World Conference on Church,
Commumty and Stare, held last summer in Oxford
Iingland, a newspaper correspondent gave the follow-
mg resume of a report presented to it by a group ol
“ennnent scholars after several hours of debate.” We
quote 1t in part:

“After the statement o! principles,
that the
different

the author point-
situation confronting the
from any

ed out church was

This was
due, they to the ‘growing de-Christianization’ of
mankind and the “widespread tendeney ot the State to
control the fotality of human life in all its individual
and soeial comhined with the tendenex to at-

very heretofore existing.

said,

aspecels,

3

tribute an absolute value to the State, to the national
community, to the dominating elass or to the prevailing
eultural forms.” '

Manyv Bible Students understand that the Bible
teaches that in the end of this age all false religious
systems, claiming to be the “gateway to God” but
labeled in the prophecies, ‘““Babylon”—confusion—
are to be destroved; and are convinced that this
destruction is even now in progress. And what en-
couragement today. hrethren, to thus see the progress.
of God's judgments.

The judgments must come
svstemis first—hecause there are to be “kings” of
carth, “merchants” and “mariners,” still existing to
vatl and wonder when thev see her hurning and
recognize that such greal pretentions, power and
wealth have come to naught. Yes, these judgments
are undoubtedly now being exccuted! Who of Baby-
lon's paramours of the past, the kings and great ones
of the earth, come forward now to defend her? Not
one!  Marvelous. hut true! No head of a state in-
tervenes or ceven protests, Whyt Revelation 18:
10 answers.  Ah! they fear for their own safety and
hence ave “‘standing afar off {or the fear of her tor-
ment.”

upon the false religious

And let no one he nusled by the still continuing
claims of Babvlon, She still says, “1 sit 2 queen and
am no widow”; but, 1 so, where are her protectors ¥
Ah no. her claims are false!  She is a widow even
now.  The Prophetr Isaiah (47:7-9) also refers to
the judgments upon Babylon in similar language and
adds the loss of children as a further sorrow coinci-
dent with her widowhood.  To what extent loss of
childven is being experienced today we probably
know only in small measure; but certainly events
m Mexico, Spain, Germany and elsewhere are the
evidence—not the cause— of loss of children in vast
numbers.  Pastor Russell wrote much on the subject
of Babvlon’s judgments as they are portraved in the
book of Revelation and other prophecies of the Bible.
In o inture issue some of his Andings will he present-
ed. ax we believe these points are very timely now.

And so, brethren, as we see these things coming
0 pass, Jet us look up; ves,

ather, and Uit

zeal, continuing
CTEASING
ersoever

look up to our righteous
heads”
to walk
diligence.
He goeth.”
Iet vs learn to think

1
I up our with courage and
His way with ever in-
Tet us “follow the Lamb with-

Only the saints will do that.

and speak and prayv in terms of

the Seriptures: that the truth may be to us all that
it owas designed 1o be-—the power to sanctify us
whollv, - May we let God's Word in a good and

honest heart make us ready for the meeting with our
Bridegroom. the ']moetlmr lovely One; and also for

the glorious work 1o follow, when. as God’s repre-
sentatives, the saints shall judge the world and cause
the tears to he wiped away from all faces;
row and sighing shall
no more,

when sor-
flec away and death shall be
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The Brght Shining

“Wherefore if they shall say wunto
you, Behold, e is in the desert; go
not forth: Behold, e iz in the secret
chambers; believe it not. .For as the
lightning cometh out of the east, and
skineth even unto the west; so shall
the coming [ Greek, parvousia, ‘‘pres-
ence’’] of the Son of man he—
Matthew 24:26, 2

THIR passage, like so many others
pertaining to the second presence of
Christ, presents serious difficulties if
we should try to understand how it
cowld be imlfilled by the coming of
Jesns in human form, or in a body
resembling a humau being. Certain-
Iy, this passage alone should con-
vinee all reasonable minds that there
much which = faulty with the
generally aceepted view of the ses-
ond comiug of  Christ.

True, the passage is often misused
i an effort to establish the erro-
neous thought of an instantanecous
coming and appearing of the Master
-—-like the lightming flashes. DBut
Jegus is not herve attempling to ex-
plaim how suddenly He would come,
but rather, the effeet of His pres-
enee. and bow His followers would
be able to identify Hix presence by
those effeets,

s

Althongh Jesus taught that to the
world the earlv period of His pres-
ence was to e *“thief in the
night,”” He didn’t want His disciples
10 the thought that this thief-
like presence meant that e would
hide Himself away in some ¢*zecrel
whamber’” where [lis disciples, upon
searvehing, counld find Him, while all
others wonld be in ignorvance of His
presence.  No, Jesus here makes i
plain that His presence would not be
like the presence of a human being:
that they should not expeet to find
Hun hidden away human beings

as a

1
st

as

g of

His Presence

sometimes hide thewselves Rather,
s prescnce was to be like the
lightning that shineth {rom the east

even unto the west, making itself cv-
ident, not in Jsolated, secvet cham-
bers, but everywhere.

While the effeels of Christ
ond parcusia are indeed sudden
compared with the long mght-time
pmmd of six thousand vears preced-

s see-

as

myg, vel the time element is not the
puml Jesns 1s illustrating by the
svmibol of lightning (Greck, astrape,
hiight >hnung.) The emitting of
lght, rather, is the point here illus-

1z nof the best
Treek word as-
it in this con-

trated. “laghtning™
translation of the
trape, Jesus uses

as

nection, although 1t conveys the
proper thonght 11 we keep in mind

the syhoite significance of lightning
that iz indicated i the Seriptures.

Lightning 1= elsewhere nsed in the
Bible to symbolize enlightening iu-
flwences.  Note, for example, Psalms
(7:18. which reads: **The voice of
Thy thunder was in the heaven: the
Hebtni lightened the world: the
earth trembled and shook.’ This
passage iz a reference to what oceur-
red when the typieal Law Covenant
was inangurated at Mt. Siual, and
the apostle, in the 12th of Hebrews
tells ns that there will be still great-
er manilestations of divine power in
conneciton with the manguration of
the New Covenant, following the sce-
ond coming of Chyist,

Not that the apostle wants us to
understand that there will be a great
deal move hteral lightning and thun-
der at this end of the agze than
there waz at Sinal, nor that larger
portions the literal earth’s swr-
Tace will shaken; nor that the
]ii'm heavens are to he shaken. No,
o' wil, thronghout the book of

of
be

1]
N
0,

Hebrews, calls our attention to the
tvpical and symbolie significance of
all those things that ocenrred back
there. They had a literal tabernacle
aud  fe nplo, of which we make a
spiritnal  application; and just so,
the lightnings and thunders which
will manifest the presence of Christ,
will not be literal, but symbolic.
It always shonld be borne in mind
that all the prophecies pertaining to
the scecond advent and parousia of
our Lord must be associated with the
coming and presence of a divine be-
ing, a being who is the ‘‘express im-
age'’ of the Heavenly Father Him-
To remember this will help us
obiam a ecleaver, betier, saner

,\(‘“'.
to

view of what 1is presence involves
than would otherwise be possible.
Note, for example, the language em-

ploved m the Seriptures to describe
God's activities to our finite minds:
“Hear attentively the noise of His
volee, and the sound that goeth out
of Hisx month. He dirvecteth it un-
der the whole heaven, and His light-
ning unio the ends of the carth. Af-
ter il a voice roareth: He thundereth
with the voice of THis excelleney;
and e will no{ sfay them \\]wn His
vojee 1s heard.’ (JO 37 ) Here
the Dteral thunder and lightning is
wsed to deseribe the effects of the
volee ' of God.

Axalready

noted, the Greek word
banslated “hghtning’ i onr text,
is astrape. This word 15 a derviative
v the Greek words aster and astrap-
o, A,,tﬂr pm(qu to the stars, while
a3 siguifies  to  shine. Thus
seen, this word in all its forms, has
to do with hrightness, with #lumina-
tron: aud also  associated  with
Haht from heavenly bodies. “Bright-
shining,”" % as good a literal tran-
Iantion of astrape as we conld have.
and the nature of the hright shining
depends upon the subject matter of
the text 1 which it appears.

The lateralists, who
Jesns" lightning-like

B

insist  that
parousia per-
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tains to the suddenness of His com-
ing, rather than to the enlightening
effect of His presence, have objected
to ““bright shining’’ as a translation
of astrape. They insist that “‘light-
ning"’ is the only proper translation.
The weakness of this position is ap-
parent when it is disecovered that
this very word is translated **bright
shining’® in Luke 11:36, wheve it
applies fo the light of a candle. It
should be readily seen that the con-
text determines the correct meaning
to be given to astrape.

True, astrape is the
word in the  New  Testament
that is  travslated lightning, but
hightning 15 not the only kind of
bhright shining to whieh it refers. In
our text (Mnit 24:27) it iz said to
be a bright shining that cometh ont
of the east and shiveth even uwnto
the west. Tateral lighining does not
nsnally mifest ifsell in just this
11 3» hkely to come out
west s ont of the east. The
hright shiniug of  the sun always
stazis m the east and shines even
the west, hevee the brighiness
of astrape, a= used i this text, is
like the heht of the sun in this re-
snect-—that s, it eventually becomes
world-wide

So then, regavdless of
maunner i which we translate as-
trape 1 the passage under disens-
ston-—whether we think of it as the
hright shining of the lightning or of
the sun—the  vresults vemain the
sanie: namely, that Jesus is fell-
my v~ Ihs presence will be wani-
fested by a world-wide diffusion of
light, Light ix used in the Rible as
a =vmbol of kuowledge. information,
truth: hence, the 1mport of Jesus’
words are that at the thue of His
paronsia there would come a marked
display of 1;110\\‘10(]0’0 S Ruowledge
shall be 1inerea ked forecasts the
Prophet Daniel of ““ihic time of the
end.’ 11400 12:1-4,

Miracles of the Last Days

When Jesux said that His par-
ousia would be like a bright shining
comig out of the cast and veaching

only Greek

manney as

o the

mito

the exnct

Le-Dan,

even nnto {he wesi, it was part of
His answer o the diseiples’ ques-

tion regarding the sign, or evidence
of His secend presence and the end

of the ave. The Greek word used
e the diseiples in presenting this
arestion, and translated “gien’ in
our Common Version, is semelon In
an attempl too eslablish the view-
point ol the Titeralists, thai Jesus'
enniing  must  be  accompanied by

ereat convulsions of natuye and mir-
aenlens phenomena,  the  claim i
wade that the Greek word semeien

albways applies to the supernatnral,
and therefore has no reférence to
the development of world events as
evidence of the Master's presence.
According to this view, there will
be no ‘‘sign’’ of the Master's pres-
ence, un‘n], as the claim 15 made, the
world of mankind sees a terrifving
demonstration of something or other

in the sky, and suddenly Jesus is
soen  sitting upon a literal clond,

drawing His followers up to Himsel!
from all parts of the carth.

While 11 18 frue that the Greek
word semeion, as used in the New
Textiment, does frequently apply to
miracles, 1t is by no means the oniv
Seriptural use of the word, St Paul
semeron o 2 Thessalonians 3
17, where 1t 1s trvanslated ‘*token.’
Here the reference is to the speecial
monner in whielh the apostle signed
his epistle.  Surely therve is nothing

e

miracnlous  about  the mauner 1u
which one signs a letter.
In Revelation 16:14, semeion i

translated “miracles,”” vet when we
study the text with its context, it
becomes evident that what is ordi-
narily thought of as supernatural
events 1s uot what the writer s

speaking of, but rather, the phenom-

enal intuence of cerfain svstems of
propaganda  which would vesult in
gathering the nations together to

the battle of Armageddon. And even
this, as we shall see later, constitutes
an o ontstanding  evidence  of  the
Lord s presence.

But, for the sake of argument,
=uppose we do aceept the viewpoint
that =semcion refers exclusively to
miraculous things, still it would be
true that present conditions in the
world about us constitute outstand-
g proof of Christ’s vavousia. A
moment s yefleetion ix all that s
needed 1o definitely  establish  this
point.  If it were possible for an in-
dividual who lived in Jesus’ dav, or
everl a mere hundred vears ago, 1¢
be awakened from the sleep of death
and be shown the world as it is to-

day, he would certainly insist that
he was surrounded with miracles.
Kvery condition in the world and

in the
ahout

presence,
ed

ditions }

chureh today that has come
direet result of Christ's
can guite properly be look-
miraculous.  These eon-
ave nol bheen produeed by

asoa

as

npon

the wisdomn of man, nor van humau
wisdomy fathom their meaning, no

approximate their outeome. TPowers
and inflnences have been at work in

the world, and ave still at work,
which go hevond comprehension: and
the vesult of thege fluences iz what

the Master, as well ag the prophets

and apostles, pointed out as being
the proof of the second presence of
Christ,

No more vivid illustration of the
operation of this divine power eould
be given than that which Jesus used
when He said that His presence was
to he like the “‘bright shining’’ that
conteth out of the cast and shineth
even unto the west. St. Luke’s ac-
count of what Jesus sald on this
point 1s specially helpful. We quote:
For as the lightning, that lighten-
eth ont of the one part under heav-
en. shineth unto the other part an-
dev lieaven: so shall also the Son of
maun he m Hix day."—Luke 17'04

“day’

a time

tieve Lauke tells ux that 110
oi" the Son of man would }
of worid-wide (*n]ig‘hrenment. Trom
this text also, we eet further proof
that the day of the Son of man, or
the dey of the Lord, is a period co-
meident with the time of His pres-
Indeed, it is His presence that
makes this period is dav. And note
that the lightmng “*lighteneth.”” Ak
ver, this 1= the point of the lustra-
{ion. Jesus wanted us to know, not
Lew snddendy and unexpectedly He
would ecome, but that Tis presence
wonld he characterized by phenom-
mal enlightenment.  And is there
now any evidenee of sueh enlighten-
mwent?  We hold that there is.

e,

Criphaneia of His Parcusia
Before considering the extent te
which the bright shining of Christ’s
presence iz already manifest in the
world. we wish to take nofe of an-
otlior Greek word that is used in the
New Testament to deseribe this par-

tienlar sign, namely epiphaneia. The
literal meaning of this word is
manifestation.”” (Dr. Strong) In
2 Thessalonians 2:8 this word is

translated  ““hrightness,”
plied to a certain effect of His par-
ousia, or presence  {(mistranslated
“commg’” in this {ext). The man-

and  ap-

er ol wanifestation  indieated by
phaneia ix quite apparently that
brightness, or brightshining. Con-
sidevable  confusion  hag  resulted
from an  attempt to apply the

term epiphaneia as though it supcr
wdo: and takes the place of Christ’s
arous

11 ‘10'111 be kept v mind, however,

f the word parousia means smxph‘
vresgnee, and that Christ’s second
nresenee is to cover the entive per-
iod of Hix thonsand-vear ?King‘dom
work. Bpiphaneia, on the other hand,
has 1o do with the effeet of His pres-
ence: and, as we have alveady seen,
one of the Hrst effects of His pres-
enve 1= shown to he a bright shining
diffnsion of light. of tyuth. This
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inereasing light, as we shall see,
comes to hoth the chureh and to the
world; but at first is recognized only
by the chureh as onc of the reveal-
ments of the Master’s presence.
Prom one standpoint, the hright
shining of the Lord’s presence is its
chief, o1 ontstanding manifestation.
While the Seriptures call our atten-
tion to many events that ave due to
transpive at the time of His second
presence, and as a vesult of s
presence, vet, for the wost part, it is
the brieht shining of Iis presence
that divectly or indivectly is respons-
ible for these events. And this is
qnite i harmony with the divine ar-
vangement as it is revealed to s
throneh the divine plaw of the ages.

Satan, the prinee of the world dur-
ing the long nighi-thuee of sin, has
ruled the people uporn the basis of
lenorance and superstivion.  He bhas
heen the prince of darkness m a
dark, dark world. Jesng’ presence
with s people. and as Wing of the
world, 1s to dispel the darkness, and
to govern upon the basmis of knowl-

edge,  How significant, then—and to
he expected—that  Tlis  parousia

should be as the bright shining that
lighteneth all, from one end of the
earth {o the other!
Earth’s Long Dark Night

for six thousand years the world
struggled on with no appreciable in-
crease of knowledge bevond what
was possessed in the heginming. This
was npot because the human race iu
earliey davs was inferior in intelli-
vence as compared with the pres-
ent generation. Tndeed, probably on
the whole, the gencral average of in-
telligenee 15 much Jower todax than
at any former period: but intelli-
gence alone, apart from divine inter-
position, conld make no progress in
dispelling the gross darkness and su-
perstition that enshronded the world
duaring that whole, long period.

With the death sentence in opeva-
fion, carryving off one genervation af-
ter another hefore they had an op-
porfunity fo take advantage of and
build upon the meaore bit of knowl-
cdge they were able in so short a
time to acauire, progress in enlight-

omnent was  well nleh  mpossible.
Printing was wnknown., The hest
known methods of rvecording one's

thonehts {for the henefit of others,
were erude and limited. Hence, very
little of the accumulated knowledge
of one generation could he passed on
to the next, so that only fragmen-
tary vecords of what oceurved in one
decade were available for the eunid-
ance of thoze who lved in the nest:

and even these seanty records were
unknown c¢xeept to a very limitfed
and privileged few.

1t was the advent of printing that
slowly began {o change all this. Not
that the invention of the fivst print-
ing-press should be understood as
narking the time for the beginning
ef the Lord’s presence, No, centur-
ies rolled by before the art of print-
ing hegan to result in an increase of
trowledze  advantageous  to  the
masses as a whole. But there is no
donbt. neverrheless, that divine prov-

idenec had mueh to do with Guten-
berg's iavention of  the printing-
piress.  And, appropriately  enoung

major joh turned out

about the 4
iginnl printing-press, was

sn that erig
rhe BHible.

-

cw there was o apparent reason
the nainral standpoint. why
the vrintine-press should have been
vroduced about the middle of the
15th contury. vather than oue, two,
o three thousand years hefore that
tune. People were no hetter edu-
cated then {han they were prior to
that time.  In fact. during what is
termied by histortans as the 'rdark
ager"" there was litfle or no eduea-
tion and the so-called civilization of
those fimes had gone into deeay. 1t
had only begun to emeree from this
sad state of deeline when the first
successtul print-press with moveable

rom

tvpe, was anvented and produced.
And all the powers of darkness op-

pusced the ides of that printing-nress,
carly evervhody has heard of a
Cprinter’s devil't Well, it is said
that this termn originated with monks
aud others in the Roman Catholie
Chureh in Gutenberg’s dayv, and was
applied to the boy whom he em-
ployved to help him in his print shop.
Fyen  thew, apparvenily, farsecing
minds could bhegin ro visualize the
ultimate reznll of the great inerease
of knowledge made possible by this
divinely-timed invention.
“‘The Spirit of His Mouth”’

SAonth,” ffonzme.’’ fvoice,!
ete, are all Seviptural svimbels re-
Iating to the bapartation of infor-
mation and knowledze, the giving of
i messooe, In 2 Thessalonians 2
K. St Pandl vefers 10 the Word of
(rod s the “tapivit of g wouih,”
el teils of a certain consuming
work ioeas 1o do ar the end

of the age.  When God spoke THis
Word througl  the prophets. our

Lord Jdesus and the apostles, its ef-
feet npon any but the limited few
was uil. for the reason that it did
not veach the masses. The few parch-
ment copies s that Word whieh
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existed were not available for gen-
eral use; and for a long period dur-
ing the dark ages, even these were
not permitted to he in free cireula-
non.

But the coming of the printing-
press signaled the approach of an
eva of progress and advancement
such as  had never before been
Fnown,  1n a comparatively short
theree fter—that is, short in
comparison with the long night-time
ot superstition that began with the
fall—-we find large Bible Socicties
organized for the specific purpose of
mrinting and  civeulating the Bible

iout the woyld in all the
v languages. Details in con-
It the ever-inereasing ount-
and civendation of* Dibles, makes
an inferesting and thrilhng story.

e

nee

yertion

WIT

Dt

tfand m hand with this phenom-
cnal eivenlation of the Word of God,
came  also o general diffusion  of
knowledze along other lines, nation-
sl politieal, aud industrial, so that
by the beginming of the 19th century,
Papaey could no longer fool the
whole workd with her false e¢laims of
possessing  the  exclusive right  fo
repyesent God on the earth, and that

her aets were miraculously divected
by Ll Superstition being cleared
tu some extent from the mind of

Napoleon. he delied the pope, taking
him a prisoner to France. This very
aclt proved to an awakening world
that many of Papaex’s bombastie
and pretentious elaims were false.
Paul enlightens us a great deal in
this comneetion. In hix fivst letter to
the Thessalonian chureh he told them
that the day of the Lord—the day

ol Christ’s  presence—wounld  come
upon the world as a “‘thief in the

night."" but that the brethren would
not be 1y darkness; that they wounld
know.  Fvidently, npon the hasis of
this thought, some in the Thessalon-
ian church began fo preach that the
div of the Lord had alveady come,
~¢ Paul wyote a second letter to cor-
et this wrong impression. e did
nat tell them, however, that they had
misunderstood  him concerning  the
manney in which the day of the Lord
was to come. e did not say that
it would be impossible for them to
of the presence of that day
o advanee of the world, Al that he
did was to noint out fhat there were
covtain pwophecies vel to be fulfilled
bhetore the day of the Tord eonld

Fron

COTe,
Then he proceeds to fell them what
he neans: that o man of sin,” a

areat anti-christ syvstem was to be
developed,  following an  extensive

Failivig away from the faith, Prac-
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tically all Bible Students agree as to
the identification of this wicked sys-
tem, that it is the anti-christian
church-state svstem of papaey which
has ¢laimed to be the Kingdom of
Christ on carth. The apostle said
that the development of thiz system
must take place aud that it ecounld be
readily identified prior to the coming
of the day of the Lord.

March

Revealed, Consumed, Destroyed
But this isn't all he savs. He also
tells us that this very e was to

he destroved as a result of  the
“hright shining” of Christ's par-
ousia. We quote: **And then shall

that Wicked he revealed, whom the
Lovd shall conswme with the spivit
of iz mowth, and shall destroy with
the brightuess |epiphaneia’ ol Iis
ipavousial.’” (2 Thes. 2:85  XNote
the succession oi events indicated in
the divine handling of thiz wicked
svsteni-—revealed.”” teonsumed.
and, finally, destroved.™

Ny dsaae Newton and others, back
in the 17t and 1S8th centuries, be-
can to wnderstand the true identity
of the Pavaey ax a result of their
stndy of the  prophecies. Then.
thironxh the influence of the ' spivit
of s mouth,”" that apostate system

begin (o be consamed.  The Greek
word here translated - consnned,”
Hrerally means 1o “fuse up ™ It m-

dicates a gradnal depleting and dis-
sipation ol power and anthority. The
laking of the pope as a prisoner, to
Franee, was one of the decisive anud
effective blows  aeainst  the great
papal  systenn, whieh  considerably
weakened s power and influence. It
has never oceupicd guite the same
poasition of prestige in the world
sinee that oecurred.

The consuming work has been go-
i oon now Tor maoeve than a century.
The dnereasing kuowledge of *fthe
thne of the end.” dispelling ignor
avee nd aerstition, has reduced
all the former pomp and autoeratic
powers ot papal Rome—the system
that  cvowned and unevowned the
kings of Chrisrendom at will—io a
mere wane, so far as its actual ral-
mg power i= concerned,  Put the ple-
{ure progresses uniil awe see this ¢
fom  destroved by cthe brighfness
“epiphaneia’ ot His presence.’”

real antichrist sesiem whose
destyuetion 1= thus foretold, is not
merely a false chureh, but rather the
wiion of o talse chuveh with eivil
covernnient<: and the ¢laim that this
union cvonstitutes Christ's Kingdom

on cavth,  Fragments of the {wo
aucinal elements of  this unholy
uwion, nately, church  and  state,

still remain, but the sysiem, made up
of the wiion of the two, is already
destroyed. Now I’aul said that this
destruetion would take place as a ve-
sult ol the *‘brightness of His
presence '’ in other words, by reas-
on of the gencral cnlightenment of
the new day ushered in by Christ’s
parousia.

So remarkable is the fulfilment of
this prophecy, that some are inclined
to think that the second parousia of
our Lovd began in 1799, when the
first major blow fell on that counter-
feit kingdom ol Christ, We do not
share this view, but mention it mere-
Iy to mdicaie how others recognize
the vital significanee of  this pro-
pheey in commection with the bright
shining of Tls presence Tt seems to
us that the evenis beginning m 1709
are well accounted for in conneetion
with the work of ' conswuming’’ that
iz bronght about by the -rspivit of
His manth,

Buat o theis can be no douin
that the destraction™ that was {o
takie place as o resudt of the bright
shining ot Cheist's pavousia is now
rapiddy  progressing, vea, 1n many
paris ol the world 15 an accomplish-
ed fact. Where 1s there a elvil gov-
crmaent i the world today  that
wordd consider, Tor a monwent, having
the pope rm iz aflairs?  The very
iflea of chureh-state wnion 1= tabooed

everywioere,  especially wnion  with
the Reman Catholic Church.  True,
@ nowinal chureh-state svstem still

exixiz 1 Great Britain, but as sueh
it has no vital part in the governing
ol the peeple. Even Great Dritain is
now rated as being ounce of the out-
standing  demoeeratic powers of the
world.
Iy this commection it 1= mteresting
that the word translated
Sdestroy T an the text wader consid-
eration, literally means, to “‘render
entively idle  (useles2).” (Strong.)
And how wendertnlly true this is to
the tact=!  As already noted, the
various elements of that old syvstem
are =0l existence, though erumb-
B, bat the union is destroyed, and
the systens s theveby rendeved idle,
ueele This 1+ true even with ihe
nominal chureh-state svstem still ex-
whng o CGreat Britain,
Fleve then is a mirvacle indeed, a

to nuie

miracie which 15 the diveel result of
the meveasing knowledoe of the dav
of the Lord.  Yes, 1t 1 a miracle
that constitwies one of the most out-
standing =ignx of the Master’s see-
ond  presence—a sign which cannot
he gaisaved or twned hghtly azide.
Think of i1, thiz sivenghold of in-
iquity  which ruled the wovld and

-

/

kept it 1 darkness and ignorance
for more than a millenninm, sudden-
iv stripped of its power, and its
-rereat swelling words—its claims of
divine origin and backing—held up
to scorn by a public enlightened by
“rthe bright shining of His pres-
ence’’! Who would bave thought
that sueh a change could have come
in so short a time?
Other Bffects of the Bright Shining
The gradual, yet comparatively
sudden destruetion of the papal-in-
spired chureh-state system of world
covernment, through the increasing
kmowledge of the day of the Lord, is
uierely one of the results of this

bright shining of His presence. The

destruetion of every vestige of the
old  world order 1s prophetically
shown 1o be the work of the re-

tuwrned Lord. He doees not bring this
destyuetion upon the nations by rain-
g down hteral five from the skies,
but rather, by permitting fthem to
misuse dhe inereasing knowledge of
the new day. The fulfilment of the
praphecies relative e the gathering
oi the nations, the melting of the
clecienis, the devouring of the sym-
holic earth. ete., 1s traceable in every
mstancee to ‘the bright shining of
s nresence. ™’

Pracstically all action on the part
ol mtelligent ereatures is induced by
mformarion received. Information is
not miraculously impressed upon the
ninds ol the masses by divine power
without the proecess of reason. No,
words and language arve the vehicles

which  God uses for {ransmitting
thoughts, tvom Tlmsell 1o hwuan

heings, and also from one huwman he-
iz to another.  When, at the tower
Babel, God confounded the lan-
cuage of the people, e effectnally
blocked progress in knowledge. Mod-
ern printing and the translation of
acventmulated thoughts from one lan-
ruage to ancther, have larvgely over-
come the handicap of diversified lan-
guages, =0 that today the world is
literally ilooded with the aceumulat-
ed ideas vepresentiing the suwm fotak
ol knowledee gamed thronghout alt
the ages. This diffusion of symbolic
light, together with a great deal of
misinformation commingled with it,
what Is produeing the action which
poviewds the destrucetion of this pres-
ent ¢ world,

Ax exposed,  the
Hrst desive 1x to destrov the svstems
tiar have Tostered 16, A= the mfor-
niation corcerning hetter conditions
i oone part of the world is communi-
eaied 1o fortunate people in
other parts of the world, it induces
them, either (o cwigrate to hetter

)

superstition s

I("\f\'
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lands if they can, or else to struggle
for hetter conditions in their own
country.  As human selfishness at-
tempts to raise barriers to the Jegiti-
mate improvement ol conditions, the
mereasing knowledge of the new dav
induces the oppressed to more and
more  strenuously  demand  their
“rrights,”” with their demands often
backed up by improved and power-
ful instruments of war.

Thus, the inercasing light of the
new day, 1 addifion to dispelling the
ionorance of the past, and hecause it
15 thus far unaccompanied by love,
is gradually iurning, as it were,
every man's hand against his neigh-
hov, and the final result will be a
“ttime of trouble such as theve never
was sinee there was a nation.''—
Daniel 12:1.

But sueh s ondy the necessary pre-
paratory work of the new Kingdom
—a clearing of the way for the real
time of blessing soon to follow. The
eeneral chaos we see all about us in
the world today is but the confusion

that has resulted from the turning
on of the light of the Master’s pros-
enee.  The poor benighted souls of
carth, steeped in selfishness, and
seeking for the most part merely
their own interests, see the light, and
are hurryving hither and thither to
seize the treaswres it reveals to them,
or, perhaps, to seek their own pro-
teetion; but they realize not the sig-
nificance of what has really taken
place—that the King of glovy has
come i, that the shadows of the
dark night are bemng scattered, and
that the institutions of darkness ave
all doomed to destruction.

So far as the world of maukind is
concerned, only that portion of light
has vet been revealed which is neces-
<ary to bring about the destruction
ol the present order. With the de-
struction of the kingdoms of  this
world compleied, and the Kingdom
of Christ in itx restorative aspects
fuily established, ‘‘the bright shin-
me of iz presence’’ will inerease in
brillianey, and, throungh the proper
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Kigdom channels, will cause the
knowledge of the glory of God to
1il] the whole carth as the waters
cover the sea. But this further mir-
acnlons manifestation of His pres-
ence will not have reached its fulness
until the end of the Millennium; so
i we wait for the complete fulfil-
ment of the Master’s words as found
in our text, before we aceept the fact
of His parousia, we will need to wait
a long, long time.

11 this study, we have considerved
some of the points in connection with
the bright shining of our Lord’s
presence as they have affecied n a
ceneral way both the church and the
world,  In our next lesson, we will
deal more particularly with the man-
ner in which the Lord, at His ve-
fwrn, and in harmony with His prom-
tse. has taken His own people into
His confidence and revealed to them
the hidden glories of the divine plan,
aud thereby prepared and empower-
ed them fo act as IHis speeial am-
hassadors during the closing scenes
of 1he old world drama.

CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENTS

(Continued from inside page of front cover)

LYNN, MASS., May 14, i5. The friends at Lyun
wish to make this advance announcement of their
plans to hold a convention on these dates. More de-
tails promised later. Seerefary, Mrs. R. . Gifford, 25
Hawthorne Street, Fast Lann, Mass.

AURORA, ILL., GENERAL CONVENTION, May
28, 29, and 30. The friends at Aurora request the co-
operation of the classes in that section of the country
in making this a General Convention for the Midwest.
Aurora is sitnated 40 miles west of Chicago, in the
Dbeautiful Fox Valley, and has ample facilities to cave
for the large attendance that is expeeted. I'urther de-
tails Jater. Class Secrvefary, W. J. Sickman, R. R. 1,
Box 75, Batavia, 1L

CINCINNATI, OHIO, May 29 and 30. This gather-
ng has been arranged by the newly organized class of
Cincinnati: and a cordial invitation is extended to all
hrethren who can atiend. Arrangements will be made
for an immersion service, and the Secretary wounld ap-
preciate helug advised ecarly of any who desire to sym-
holize thely eonseeration. The convention program
will inelude a public address on Sunday evening. All
sessions will be held i the Young Women's Christian
Assoclation, Sth and Walnut Streets, Cineinnati. Class
Seervetary, Mrs, W, N. Poe, 2128 New Linden Road,
Newport, Kentucky.,

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. July 2, 3 and 4. The
Yios Angeles friends wish an advance notice given of
this proposed General Convention so that friends mav
have it in mind when planning vaeations.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

BROOXLYN, N. Y. The Remsen Street (Class (As-
3ible Students) has completed arrangements
For holding a series of public meetings March 13, 20
and 27, at 8 P-ALL i Masonie Temple, Bushwick and
Avenues, Brooklvy (Bushwick section), N. Y.
A considerable amount of advertising has been planned,
and those who desire {o assist in this work arve invited
to get i touch with Brother Wm, Josial, 117-34 123rd
Street, Roo Geone Park, NoY. o As these meetings are
Peing held on Sunday evenings, they will not eonfliet
with rvegular Sunday afternoon meetings in the Metro-
politen area, eiving the friends generally an oppor-
tunity 1o attend and bring others whom they think may
be Interested in hearing o divine-plan message.
MEMORIAL DATE.
ebrate the memorial
4, after sandown,

~ociared

Grates

The friends generally will cel-
this year on the evening of April

HYMNS OF DAWN

This 13 an exaet reproduction of the original Hymns
of Miliennial Dawn. Dound in blue eloth, stamped in
eold, red edges. Single coples 85 cents, postpaid; fif-
teen, or more. 73 cents each, carviage charges collect;
fots of une handred, or more, 64 cents, carriage collect.

HELL BOOKLET AGAIN IN STOCK
We are glad to anuounce that the hell hooklet is
wrain I stoek. This ix a shghtly abbreviated rveprint of
This new
cdition ix in the vest-pocket size; and, like the other

hooklets, ix priced at 3 cents eaeh, single copies or in
guantities.

Prother hussell's booklet on this subjeet.
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HE TWENTY-THIRD PSATM is o
superlatively  beautiful pastoral poem,
the sctting and coloring of wlich arc
Oriental. The psalm raintaing its met-
aphorical character throughout, and 1ts
concluding expression reaches a grand
climax. Onfv a David could have wrii-
ten a poem hke that, It 1s a strain of purest melody
from the sweet smger of Isracl.  And then, too,
David knew about sheep.  But--more important than
that—he knew about God; for was he not a man
after God's own heart > Oh, yes, we know that David
committed one great sin in his life, bhut {or thai sin
he bitterly repented ; and God forgives those who re-
pent and rvestores them to divine favor when the
heart 1s right even though the flesh has caused them
to stumble and fall—1 Sam. 13:14; Acts 13:22,

The word “Loxn.” being in large and small cap-
ital letters, indicates that the original is Jehovah and
that David had assurance that Jehovah, the great
caretaker of all those who love Him supremely, was
his shepherd. and would take care of him just as a
shepherd on the hillsides of Canaan took care of his
sheep.  And it 1s evident that in this wonderful
psalm, David was speaking prophetically as well, so
that his words, in the highest sense, may be recarded
as the expression of all God’s people throughout the
entire Gospel age to the present time,

While it is mrue that Jesus said, 1 am the good
Shepherd.™ it is also true that the great, eternal, om-
nipotent, invisible God is our Shepherd. (John 10
14,y The Apostle Paul said, “To us there is one
God, the Father, of Whom are all things. and we in
Him: and one Lord Jesus Christ. by Whom arc all
things, and we by Mim." (1 Cor. 8:60.) i, at one
time. we thought that the only hope of escaping from
the stern and terrible justice of God was through the
love of Jesus, that erroncous conception has heen
entively changed by the truth, for the Scriptures as-
sure vs that “God [ Jehovah, the Father] so loved
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son™ to
dic for it (John 3:16.)  And Jesus Himself said.
“He that hath seen Me “hath understood and ap-
preciated My love ] hath scen the Father hath un-
derstnod and appreciated His love!.-~John 149,

From the Wateh Tower of 1900 we take the fol-
fonvwing

he vicinity of Bethlehem is a pastoral country,

and today 1s covered with flocks. 1t was the custoin
for the shepherds to remain with their flocks by night
as a guard against thieves as well as against wild
beasts. It was in this vicinity that David, when a
shepherd protecting his flocks, slew, on one occasion,
a lion, and at another vime, a bear. The shepherds
as 2 class were not particularly well educated people
us respects schools, and vet manv of them were
thoughtful and thus sccured. in their leisure time
while watching their flocks, by reflection and by con-
versation, considerable knowledge, so that they mighr
be termed an intellectual and thinking clags of people.
The shepherd whom God honored in making king
of His typical kingdonm. was a great poet, and evi-
dently much of his time while shepherding was given
to the muse, and one of his most beautiful psalms
(the 23wy represents Jehovah Himself as the Shep-
herd of Ilis people—Ilis flock, for which He cares.”
"1 shall not want.” exclaimed the poet of Israel.
What he meant was that he should not come to ac-
tual want, but that the Lord would supply his needs.
He lnew the story of the long journeving of the
Israchites through the Arabian desert, and how God
had sent them manna, quails and water. and how
their clothing had stood the wear and tear of travel:
and so he felt assurance that God would alwavs stand
by His people.  Jesus, the “Goad Shepherd,” ser
furth this doctrine very clearly, calling attention to
the hirds of the air, the grass of the field, and the
beauty of the lilies. and pointing out that if God can
take care of such things in nature, e certainly can
look after the interests of THs peeple as they journev
through this world.

What a blessed thing it is to he able to say, “The
Loxp is my Shepherd, 1 shall not want.” People of
the world may have money in the bank, but the bank
miay fail. They may have so-called friends. but thesc
friends may desert them in time of need. The stock
market may suffer such a sharp decline that those
who trade therein mav lose their thousands or mill-
ions of dollars and find themselves paupers. Thev
may achieve fame for a brief span of tHime, only to
be thrown down by the world when, through some
weakness, thev fall below its requirements. They
mav have a home. and it mayv hecome blighted by
some  greal Sorrow. Theyv may have health and
strengih only to Jose it. There is no certainty to
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anything in this present life. But with God's people
it 1s different—oh so different-—for they can say
from the heart, “The Lord Jehovah] is my Shep-
herd, 1 shall not want.” :
Sheep-like Qualities

In order to claim the Iord as his shepherd. one
must be sheep-like i disposition. He must have
the sheep qualities.  Sheep are not fierce, marauding
ammals, but are teachable and meck. It 1s pleasant
to watch a flock of sheep mn pasture, for they are so
peaceful.  And they seem to indicate a sensce of se-
curitv 11 their Shepherd.  They know just where
he is, and they know his call.  Jesus said, “My sheep
hear My voice and 1 know them, and they follow
Me" (Joln 10:270) A swranger will they not {ol-
jow, but will flee from hiu: for they know not the
voice of strangers.”—-John 10:5

it is beautiful 10 have periect confidence in God.
We recall the words of Senator Beveridge who said,
“The world is hungry {or faith. Do not doubt this
for a moment. More men and women today would
rather believe in the fundamentals of the Christian
religion than have any other gift that lavish fortune
could bestow upon them. ‘I would rather be sure
that when a man dies he will live again with his
conscious identity than to have all the wealth of the
United States, or to occupy any position of honor
or power that the world could possibly give,” said a
man whose name is known to the railway world as
one of the ablest transportation men in the United
States.”

Not only does it mean much to bhe one ol the
Lord's sheep, it means everything. Indeed, all men
will eventually have to have the sheep qualities. Jesus
said, “Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold
fnot oi the ChurC]J‘ them also 1 must bring, and
they shall hear My voice: and there shall be one
fold. and one shepherd.”—John 10:16.

The Gospel-age sheep must be of one mind. They
cannot partly belong to the Great Shepherd and
partly to the world. Jesus said, “No man can serve
two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love
the other; or else he will hold to one, and despise
the other, Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.”
{ Matt. 6:24.) The selfish purposes and policies of
the world simply will not blend with the things of
God.  The Lord will have only out-and-out fol-
lowers.

Green Pastures and Still Waters

“He maketh me to lle down in green pastures,”
or, margin, “pastures of tender grass.”  We have
seen sheep In poor pastures. and we pitted them.
Cod keeps the pastures green and replete with the
tender Dlades where His sheep are led. He sees to
it that the food does not become stale.  There are
great breadths and lengths to the Word of truth.
One always can learn something more about the di-
vine plan of the ages. No one knows it all in this
present age. “‘“Now we know in part, and we pro-
phesy in part,” said the Apostle Paul. But we are
te “grow in grace and in knowledge.”—1 Cor. 13:
9: 2 Peter 3 1.

The Dawn

How barren the creeds of the “dark ages appear
to the true child of the Lord! Such pastures can
afford no nourishmeni for the sheep, and those who
stay in them become spiritually lean.  Many of the
preachers of our time and day are preaching every-
thing else but the gospel of saving grace and love.
They dissertate on astronomy, geology, physiology,
natural science. political economy, etc., hut leave out
the sacrifice of Christ as the great propitiatory offer-
mg for mankind.  Aparr from that sacrifice. there

would be no future for the world. Eliminate it, and
vou climinate the world’s one and only hope. Yet

how often 1t 1s helittled or completely onitted in the
preachments of these times. In one of 1iis parables,
Jesus compared the lost world to a sheco that went
astray.  He said that if there were ninc'y and nine
and one strayed, would not the shepherid leave the
rest and go forth to seek and save the lost one? In
doing this very thing, the Great Shepherd, Jesus
Himsell, lost His own life.  Indeed, He had said,
“The good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.”

—John 10:11.

“He leadeth me beside the still waters,” or “the
waters of quietness,” margin.  In some parts of Pal-
estine drinking troughs and fountains
where the sheep can drink in perfect safety. But
when the sheep come to swiftly running water there
is danger, for the sheep are very easily carried off
their fcet and may be drowned. Sometimes the
shepherd dams up a place in a small stream and thus
makes still water.  Good drinking water is, of course,
important for all animals. and this must be looked
out for by the guardian of the flock.

there are

And. hkewise during the Gospel age. God (‘dd
His own ])eople bestde *‘the waters of quietness.”
The world is full of swiftly flowing streams of one
kind or another. People are carried away Dby one
thing and another, by one theory after another, till,
eventually, many lose all faith in God and the glories
He has promised for the {uture. Indeed, the entire
world is setting far too swift a pace, and there is

danger on every hand.  But the Great Shepherd is
taking care of His own sheep. He has made special

drimking places for them. They can come together
m nice, quiet class studies and there drink of the
water of life. Or. they can do this in their own
homes.  The water of trath is cool and refreshing,
and the sheep can drink to their heart’s content,
drinketh of the water th
said Jesus, it shall he i him a well of water
up into ‘everlasting life.” (John 4:14.)
There 1s nothing sragnant about such water.  How
asy it is to tell when people have heen drinking of
stagnant pools.  The truth is kept sweet and good by
the glorious hope that pervades it, and one never
grows tired of a hope that is so real and that gives
strength for the burden and toil of the day.

“Whosoever
hiny'
springing

at T shall give
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““1 heard the voice of Jesus say,
Behold, T freely give

The living waters, thirsty one:
Stoop down, and drink, and live.
T eame to Jesus and 1 drank
Of that life-giving stream;
My thirsi was quenched. my soul revived,

And now T LIVE IN HIM.”’

“He Restoreth My Soul”

S He restoreth my soul™  Some commentator has
said that the proper thought contained here is, “He
vestores me when wandering.”  For sometimes
sheep will strav awayv. T 1t stravs into someons
clse’s Jand and the owner of the land finds it there.
he may claim it. And. of course. a sheep is in grea:
1 weer when alone, for it 1z a very defenseless aid

al. However, if the shepherd finds that a sheep
1s missing from the flock, he tries to find it, and fre-
guently succeeds and restores it to the {old. There
15 a line of a song which savs, “Te restores me when

',md 111 @ This {act westifies to the great interest
ihe Shepherd has in the flock, and in His tender
care m\r cach and every one of them.

Vad some of the Lord's people have told how they
away into forbidden paths. but that the Lord

and  Jovinglv  scarched them out and
them back. Probably He is doing that very
k today to some conmduable extent. We know,
. that there was a great scattering of the sheep
some vears ago. The Prophet Ezekiel wrote of this
matter prophetically, saving, “My sheep wandered
1‘-.mv‘(rh all the mountains, and upon every high hill.
Ve My flock was scatiered upon all the face of the
(‘Eil‘ﬂ]‘ and none did search or seek after them.
Thus saith the Tord God Behold, T even I, will hoth
search My sheep, and seck them out. As a shep-
herd seelketh out his flock in the dav that he is among
his sheep that are scattered : so will T seek out My
sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where

straved
o qeinnsly
1\‘ ouehs

they have heen scattered in the cloudy and dark dayv.
/’\wl T will bring them out from the people, and
wath

cather them from the countries, and will bring them
Iu their own land, and feed them upon the moun-
tain of Tsrael by the rivers, and in all the inhabited
places of the country.

“T will feed them in a gond pasture, and upon the
high mowuntains of Tsrael shall their fold he: there
shall they Jie in a good fold, and in a {at pasture shall
they feed upon the mountains of Tsrael. T will feed
My flock, :md I will cause them to He down, saith
e Tord God. T will seek that which was lost, and
Iiring again (hat which was driven awav. and will
bind up that which was Droken, and will strengthen
that which was sick."—-IZzek. 34:6-16.

“He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for
I nrme'’s sake Ie means much to keep in the
pathis of righteousness. The first kind of righteous-
ness that we enjoy 1s that of imputed perfection, call-
cd in the Scriptures justification by faith. God gives
v this swwhen the heart is fullv turned to Flim. “Be-
mg ustified by faith, we have peace with God,”
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said the apostle. (Rom. 5:1.) Then comes the right-
eousness of increased love. At first, our Jove for the
Lord may be more of a duty love than anything more
fervent. but in time we come to love God because of
our appreciation of the fact that Ie is Jove. Then
we learn to love those of like precious faith. Grad-
ually our love extends till it reaches all people, even
our enemies, so that we can pray for them, and have
the desire to do them good.

“Yea, though 1 walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, 1 will fear no evil; for Thou art
with me; Thy rod and Thy staff the} comfort me.”
\Y) doubt the “valley of the shadow of death” 1s

dark valley of this world, overshadowed by the
gl‘(‘.‘t mountain range of Satan's kingdom. In this
vallev all kinds of dangers lurk.  In Palestine. there
are, in certain locahhe\. holes in the earth where
scrpents lie in wait to bite the noses of the sheep.
The shepherd must Inok oot for these and drive the
S(:rpents away. Then sudden storms mav arise, and
he shephierd must calm the sheep and keep them to-
11‘*0 lest thev hecome bewildered and  scattered.
Sd so it is i this world, There are serpents. and

there are storms. The greatest serpent of all s
ever trving to bite and mjure the Lord’s sheep. And
ﬂwf’n one never knows how suddenly a storm mav

arize, and the wind and hail beat upon the heart, and
at such times it 35 good to feel that our Shepherd is
near at hand. His voice stills the storm in our hearts

md drives awav our fears.  And we see that great
st:(ﬂ of power in His hand, and know that He can
use it avainst snakes or ammals of the wild that
vould work us il “Thy rod and Thy stafl, they
comfort me.”

A Rich Table

“Thon preparest a table before me in the
of mine enemies: Thou anointest myv h
my cup runneth oven

presence
add \\‘th ol :
So out there in the wilder-
ness the faithful guardian of the flock prepares a
table for the sheep. for He lcads them in the green
pastures and beside the still waters,  And where are
therr enemies? Not far away, indeed.  When David
was keeping the flock he had to fight a lion and a
Then there are welves, jackals and hyenas.
The sheep could become terrified by a woll getting
m antong them. In the event of this happening, it
has heen said that the shepherd mounts upon a rock,
or stands on high ground where all the sheep can
see him, and then makes a certain peculiar sound
that all the sheep know. All at once, then, thev
rush to him. and the wolf 1s either crushed 1o death,
or beermes {earful and is glad to escape.

And so today, Kkewise, we have the table prepared
it the midst of our enemies. There are those in the
world who have no use for us. and would like to
crush us.  Dut our greatest enemies are Satan and
the {allen angels. Tt must incense them exceedingly
to behold the table that God has prepared for His
peaple. Just think of the conventions we have, where
the table is bountifully spread with delectable viands.
Think of what a storehouse of rich food the Bible
Iis hecome to us since its elucidation came 1o us in

hear,
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the form of “The Divine Plan of the Ages,” and the
other volumes of “Studies in the Scriptures.”” Oh
the glorious pastures of truth that lie around us!
There is no excuse or reason for one going hungry
or thirsty today. And while we feed in these green
pastures, let us be thankful to the great Giver of it
all.

“Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth
over.”  When the sheep come into the {old, the
shepherd looks them over carefully, and if he finds
one Injured or very weary, he anoints it with the re-
ireshing olive oil. And so the Great Shepherd ap-
plies to us the healing oil of the spirit of the truth,
for what can help us like that when we are wounded
in the Christian battle, or weary in heart with the
toils of the way? And we think not only of ourscives
but of others as welll *“To give unto them beauty
for ashes, the oil of joy ifor mourning, the garment
ol praise for the spirit of heaviness,” said the Pro-
phet Isaiah. (Isa. 61:3.) Thus. then. in a way of
speaking, we can help to pour ow the oil upon the
weary ones as well as receive it ourselves.  “My cup
runneth over”™ with joy when I meditate on all these
wonderful things.

“Surely {positively] goodness and mercy shail
follow me all the days of myv life: and T will dwell

The Brethren of Jesus

For both He that sanctifieth and they who are sancti-

fled are all of one: for which cause He is not ashamed
to call them brethren.—Hebrews 2:11.

XA
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I AT the hook of Hebrews reveals concerning
the brethren of Jesus is much more meaning-
ful when we keep in nund the thought sug-
gested in a previous article concerning the
evident purpose of the apostle in writing this re-
markable epistle, namely, that it was to strengthen
the faith and renew the zeal of this group of Jewish
converts to Christianity who, by their attitude, were
manifesting a tendency to “‘cool off,” to lose their
“frst love.” (Heb. 10:32-39.) In order that the
epistle might be effective in accomplishing this pur-
pose, it was necessarv that the Hebrews be helped
to see the verv vital position Jesus occupied in the
Messianic arrangement, as the One through whom
all their hopes could be realized; and, in our last
study we noted the wonderful wayv in which the
apostle therein exalts Jesus in the divine arrange-
ment, as the One by whom, and through whom every
promise of the Heavenly Father 1s being carried out.

But the apostle also knew that these Hebrews, as
vell as other followers of the Master, might alwavs
be subject to discouragement unless they had an ap-
preciation of the true significance of the Christian
life; that is, of their part in the divine plan. There

The Dawn

i the house of the Lord for ever.” A similar thought
ic set forth in Psalms 121, as follows: “I will lift up
mine cyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my
help. My help cometh from the Lorp, which made
heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to be
moved: He that keepeth thee will not slumber. Be-
hold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber
nor sleep. The Lorp is thy keeper: the Lorp is thy
shade upon thy right hand. The sun shall not smite
thee by day, nor the moeon by night. The Loro
shall preserve thee from all evil: He shall preserve
thy soul. The Lorp shall preserve thy going out
and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for
evermore.”

Yes, it is, indeed, rcasonable to helieve that if
goodness and mercy have followed us in the past,
they will continue to do so in the future. And
throughout the past years, we can trace them all
along the wav. And, then, when our journeying is
over—when all danger from wolves, hyenas and
bears is past; and when the many sorrows and
cares of this life fade out as a dream, nevermore to
return—ah, think of it. heloved, and preserve it as
a pearl of purest joy in the treasure-chamber of
yvour heartl—we shall “dwell in the house of the
Lorn forever™!

iz nothing more stimulating to faith and zeal than to
have a clear vision of what the Christian life is all
about—the objectives to be obtained, and the manner
of obtaining them. The immediate disciples of Jesus,
for example, were confused and discouraged when
the Master was cruelly wrested from their midst and
crucificd,  Why? Simply because they did not un-
derstand that this was a necessary part of the divine
plan for the Messiah. Tater, when Jesus explained
the matter to the two disciples on the road to Em-
maus, their faith was veestablished. Reviewing their
immediate experiences with the Master, they are re-
corded as saying, “Did not our hearts burn within

“us, as Je talked with us by the way, and opened to

Luke 24:13-35.
Clear Spiritual Vision Necessary

So now, the Hebrews, in order that their souls
might not draw back., needed to have their relation-
ship to the divine plan clarified, that they might be
able to understand the reason for the trying expe-
riences that had come upon them as a result of their
espousing the cause of Christ.  In our last study,
we noted how thoroughly the apostle points out Jesus
as being not only the King and Messiah of the pro-
phecies, but also a sacrificing priest, and that His
experiences as a priest entailed suffering and death.
sut the Hebrews also necded to Icarn that the sac-
rifices of the antitvpical priesthood did vot end at
Calvary.  They. themselves, had endured a “great
fight of afflictions.” and, doubtless. more trouble was
lnoming up ahead for them if thev continued in “this
way.” hence a clear vision of why this was so, be-
came a necessity to their continued faithfulness.

us the Scriptures 7™
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Thus it is that very carly in the epistle, after es-
tablishing the very exalted and primary position of
Jesus in the divine arrangement, the apostle tells the
Hebrews that Jesus has “brethren” who are “one”
with Him, as our text points out. Paul didn't want
the Hebrews to give up their vision of Messianic
glory. Indeed, he wanted that vision to be enlarged.
He wanted them to realize that their Messiah was
a much more highly exalted Messiah than they, per-
haps, had formerly understood ; and He wanted them
to know, also. that it was the divine plan to thus ex-
alt “many sons unto glory.” (Heb. 2:10.) Dut -
and this iz the important point of our present study
—Paul wanted the Hebrews to know that in the di-
vine arrangement for exalting these many sons to
glorv in the Messianic Kingdom the “Captain of
their salvation”™ was made perfect “through suffer-
ing.” hence, that if He was to count them as His
“Hrethren” of whom Tle would not be “ashamed.”
they must realize that the path to glory for them
would be the same as it was for Jesus: namely, one
of suffering, and. finallv, of death.

“hre All of One”

The premise thus established so carly in the epis-
tic. of the “many brethren”™ who are “all of one™ with
Jesus in the divine plan, should be kept in mind in
the study of the epistle ax a whole, otherwise we will
fail to plumb the rich depth of meaning many parts
ol the contain.  As Jesus suffered. so His
hrethren suffer. As Jesus laid down His life in sac-
rifice, so these are invited to lay down their lives in
sacrifice.  As Jesus fills a priestly office, so His
hrethren are also priests under Him as the High
I'riest. etc.

hook

Paul spoke advisedly when he said that “He that
canctificth and thev who are sanctified are all of
one.” Compare this statement with the words of
Jesus recorded in John 17:9-26. Note, also, the
apostle’s quotation from the Psalms. (Heb, 2:12;
T'sa. 22:22.) It is also interesting to compare Jesus'
words in Jolm 17 with the propheey of the 22nd
P'salm from which the apostle quotes. The first twen-
tv-one verses of this Psalm are a description of
Jesus’ suffering, particularly in connection with the
closing experiences of His hife; and it scems evident
that He had this very prophecy in mind when He
offered up that remarkable prayer of John 17 in
which He petitions His Heavenly Father on behalf
of Tis brethren whom He realized would be called
upon to share His experiences of suffering and death,
In this remarkable praver. Jesus does not pray for
the world, but does prav for His brethren, because
it 1s 10 be through their oneness with Him in the
divine plan that the world will vet be caused to he-
Tieve,  This i1s qguite evident a summary by Jesus of
the import of verses 26 to 31 of the 22nd Psalm, in-
dicative of the glorious results of His own suffering
and the suffering of His “Drethren’™ who were to die
with Tim. This prophecy, therefore, must have heen
a greai encouragement to the Master at that time.
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The apostle's quotations from the prophecies rel-
ative to the “brethren” of Jesus, and his use of al-
most the identical phraseology employed by Jesus
in John 17, shows how clearly he had grasped that
great mystery of the church’s participation with Jesus
m: the work of reconciling the lost world to God. And
it the Hebrews were to continue faithful, they must
be made to grasp this precious truth also. If all the
sacrificing in the divine plan was finished at Calvary,
then the Hebrews would have good cause to wonder
why they, in accepting Christ, were plunged into
such physical sufferings and difficulties. If Jesus was
the Messial, and was to conguer the world, why
wasn't e able to protect His own followers {rom
privation, suffering and death?

Only the great truth of the “many brethren,” made
one with Jesus in suffering and in future glory,
coald remove this barrier to the Hebrew’s faith and
zeal. 1 they could sec that their experiences were
all a pavt of what they should expect in connection
with their espousal of the Messianic cause, then, upon
the basis of this knowledge, they could go zealously
forward.,  So, when the apostle, throughout the epis-
tle. brings one after another of the prophecies and
tvpes of the Old Testament into panoramic review
hefore the Hebrews, we should keep clearly in mind
the position of the “brethren™ therein.

For example, when he rells about the tabernacle
arrangements, we are not to think of Christians as
being represented by those in the camp of Israel
waiting for the priest to come out and bless them;
hut shoull look for them as being represented in the
labernacle, taking part in the work of sacrifice, being
stimulated to faithfulness by thar glorious “hope . . .
which entereth into that within the vail.” (Hceh. 3:
1:6:19.)  Likewise, when Paul tells us, in this epis-
tle. of the “city™ of God. the glorious Messianic
Ringdom, we are not to think of the Christian as re-
joicing in the hope of becoming one of the subjects
in that Kingdom, but rather, one of its ruling kings.
(I1Teb. 12:28.)  Similarly, when the apostle reminds
the Hebrews of the New Covenant, we are not to
put the Christian in the position of the Jews who,
in the type, waited for Moses to come down {rom
the mount with the tables of the law. but are to
realize that these “brethren™ of Jesus, who share His
glorv. are to be co-administraiors of that New Cov-
enant as joint-heirs with the antitypical Moses—2
Cor. 3:3-5; 5:18; 6:1, 2 Tsa. 49:8-10.

A Royal Priesthood

True. there is @ certain sense i which the whole
nation of Israel and their experiences illustrate the
church and her experiences.  That whole nation was
called of God to he a holv nation 1o represent Him
in the carth. Thus, in Hebrews 3 and 4 the apostle
mentions certain causes which prevented the Tsrael-
Hes from obtaining the blessings thev might have re-
ceived had they been more faithful, and cites this as
an object lesson to these faltering Hebrew Chris-
tians.  But inside of that larger picture there is the
special one pertaining to the priesthood and its sac-
rifices and other services. Iven aside from the epis-
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tle to the Hebrews, this truth is clearly established in
the New Testament.

The Apostle Peter, for example, says, “Ye are a
chosen generation, a roval priesthood, an holy na-
tion,” ete. (1 Pet. 2:9.) Also, in verse 5 of this
same chapter we read, “Ye also, as lively stones, are
built up a spiritnal house, an holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual saerifices.”—The word translated
“spiritual” in this text is not found in Sinaitic wan-
useript.  In Revelation 1:6; 5:10 and 20:6 we are
again assured of the church’s position of exaltation
in the divine plan for blessing the people.  Thus,
when the apostle savs (Heb, 5:1), “We have such
an high priest who 15 set on the right hand of the
throne of the 7\1:13(&1‘\' in the heavens.,” we should
remember our hope of one day being with Iim in
His glorv.  See Revelation 3:21.

A part of a priest’s dutics is to offer sacrifice. In
the tvpe, the priests offered bulls and goats in sacri-
fice, but in the antitvpe the holy pricsts of God offer
themselves.  Thus Paul declares, ‘T heseech vou
therefore, hrethren. by the mercies of God, that ve
present vour bodics a living sacrifice, holy and ac-
ceptable unto God, which is vour reasonab le service.”

{Rom. 12.1.) Knowing that the “brethren” are
Tooked upon by God as pricsts, whoe could help but
see in this language of the apostle an allusion to the
tvpical sacrifices of the Old Testament Scriptures.

Christians For a Purpose

And this same precious truth is kept before us in
the book of Hebrews. Tt was necessary that the He-
hrews be reminded of it, else they would lose sight
of the purpose of the Christian life. and. losing sight
of that, would become discouraged. It is necessary
that we. also, keep it in mind today, else there
will be a retrogression of our understa ndlno of the
Christian life, so that soon we will see no more in it
than nominal believers, who suppose that it is merely
n matter of heing good in order that one might go
to heaven at death. Yes, we need to keep in mind
that we are not Christians in order to be saved, but
that, having accepted the provisions of salvation
through Christ, we are now invited to join in sac-
Tiﬁce with Him. that we may share with Him the
work of saving the whole world.

of the pcople are mentioned in
In 1 Corinthians 15:20 the church is
represented as being “baptized for the dead.” These
“hrethren” of Jesus, together with Him, are the seed
of Abrabam through which “all the families of the

These “‘saviours™

Obadiah 21,

carth” are to be blessed.  These same “Drethren”
arc to “judge the world”; they are to be “kings” to

“yeign on the carth™: and they are vo be “ministers
of reconciliation.”  So important is their position in
the divine plan for human salvation from sin and
dearh that the “whole cre cation” s said to be waiting
for 1he mamio station”  of these “sons of God”
(Rom. 8:22, 19.) It was for this glorious purpose
that the T Tebrew Christians had been called, and only
by 1(’:111/1110 this. and knowmg also, that in order to
attain such a high position of glory with Jesus they
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must suffer and die with Him, that they would be
able to continue on in the “narrow” way, with its
resultant “spoiling” of their “goods,” and their re-
sisting “‘unto  blood.”—Matt. 7:14; Heb. 10:34;
12:4

The Blood of Jesus

Some, fearing that there is a danger of placing too
much Importance upon the sacrifice of the church,
would have us believe that all the typical sacrifices
of the tabernacle pointed forward to the sacrifice of
Jesus alone.  To establish this point, they cite He-
brews 9:12-14, which we here quote: “Neither by
the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood
He entered in once into the holv place, having ob-
tained eternal redemption for us. For if the blood
of bulls and of goats. and the ashes of an heifer
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifyving of
the flesh: how much more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal spirit offered Himself with-
cut spot to God, purge vour consciences from dead
works to serve the jiving God?”

Brethren who fail to see the sacrifice of the church
Hlustrated in the tvpical sacrifices of the tabernacle,
msist that this Seripture, referring, as it does, to
Loth bulls and goats, and showing that the blood of
Christ in the antitype takes care of everything,
proves thereby that the church's sacrifice is not pic-
tured i the type at all. But let us not read more
into this text than it actually says. In this passage,
the apostle is merely (‘mpha\mnﬂ what is accom-
plished by the blood of Christ. Tn a previous study
we found out thar all the Dlood of all the typical sac-
vifices pointed forward divectly or

indirvectlv to the
merit contained in the blood of Christ. Tt is the
blood of the New Covenant: it is the blood that sanc-
tifieth : it is the blood that accomplishes evervthing

for which blood 1s required.  Let us never Jose sight
of this fact. The church’s share in the sacrifice of
(]111\1 is not for the purpose of adding blood to His
blood, hut in order that she may s .]131(‘ with Him in
dispensing the blessings purchased by His blood.
Seo it is that the Dlood of the hullock represented
Jesus™ blood. and the blood of the goat represented
Tesus™ blood. Even the henefits resulting from the sac-
rifice of the red heifer are dependent upon the blood
of Jesus. Bur this doesn't mean that the eXPETiences
of the goat in heing sacrificed do not represent the
experiences of the church in presenting their hodies
a living sacrifice. Nor does it mean that the sacri-
fice of the red heifer doesn't represent the exper-
iences of the Ancient Worthies and their relationship
to the great divine plan of human reconciliation.
See Tabernacle Shadozvs, chapter VIT
nothing meritorious to sacrifice
apart from Tctnq, 2aul said, “present vour bodies a
living sacrifice.” hut Tesus said, “Except ve cat the
flesh of the Son of man, and drink Tis blood. we
have no life in you”—hence could not offer an ac-
ceptable living sacrifice. (John 6:53.)  Yes. the life
that we live, we Jive by faith of the Son of God, and
this 15 the only life we have that can be offered in
acceptable sacrifice to God; and it is Jife that is typi-

The church has



1938

fied by blood. When Jesus gave the cup, represent-
ing His blood. to His disciples and asked them to
drink all of it, it was just another way of telling
them that they were to die with Him, and that their
sacrificial death would Dbe acceptable to God because
it would really be His life, His blood, and they would
be vielding up to God; as they had no life of their
own to sacrifice ; being by inheritance, under condem-
nation to death.
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The Jews were forbidden to drink blood. on pain
ol death; so for Jesus to invite the disciples to drink
His blood most certainly implied that thev were to
dic with Him, and that their sacrifice would be look-
ed upon in heaven as a part of His sacrifice. Al ves,
these “Drethren” of Jesus are “‘all of one”™ with Him
—-in sacrifice and suffering and death now, and one
m glory in the Kingdom. The life which they sac-
rifice is His life, the grace to sacrifice is His grace.
About all that the “brethren™ contribute to the ar-
rangement is their willingness thus to be used of the
Lord in commection with His great plan, gaining ex-
periences theveby which will be valuable in connec-
tion with the world’s future blessing.

What an inspiration it must have been to the He-
brews when thev were thus helped to see the true
phfosophy of their suffering. How it also must have
ngthened therr faith and courage to be reminded
the manner i which the prophets had suffered
and died hefore them. with a far lesser reward in
prospect. “God having provided some better thing
for us, that they "the prophets. ete.] without us
<hould not be made perfect.” (Heb, 11:40.)  Early
i the 12th chapter. the apostle reaches the climax
ot this particalar phase of his message of encourage-
ment.  Having in the 2nd chapter told them that
Jesus, the “Captain of their salvation,” and chief
of the "many sons” being brought to glory, was made
perfect through suffering. He now reminds them
again of the very severe suffering through which
Jesus passed, and asks the Hebrews to look unto
Him, 1o consider Him. and by noting His faithful-
ness to thereby be encouraged to greater zeal in lay-
ing down their own Jives: “For consider Him that
endured such [great] contradiction of sinners against
Iimsel, lest ye be wearied and faint in vour minds,”

by
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Resisting Unto Blood

Hebrew  Christians had  evidently passed
through some very severe experiences as a result of
having espoused the cause of Christ. In writing to
them about this Paul said, “ve endured a great fight
of afflicion ; partly, whilst ve were made a gazing-
stock hoth by reproaches and afflictions: and partly,
whilst ve became companions of them that were so
used. For ye had compassion on me in myv bonds,
and took joviully the spoiling of your goods.” (Ch
10:32-34)  Here we have outlined a series of ex-
periences that would discourage any Christian who
dill not have a clear conception of why it was all
necessary.  But. compared with Jesus” own experi-
ences, the suffering of the Hebrews had been com-

These
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not vet resisted unto
Paul reminds them.—

have

i3]

paratively mild—"Ye
blood, striving against sin,
Ch. 12:4.

Jesus, the “Captain™ of their salvation, had re-
aisted unto blood-—that is, He had actually laid down
His life—"striving against sin.” There was no inher-
ent sin in Jesus' body against which it was necessary
for Him to strive: but His entire sacrificial career
was a struggle against the reign of sin in the world,.
with the object in view of eventually destroving it.
And we are invited to share in this struggle, in this
Ueiriving against sin.” ']‘]nt" why the church’s sac-
rnace 1s properly called a “sin (n[cnnﬁ"' It is an
otferiug that has to do with the u]nmate destruction
of sin in the carth, and the release of mankind from
it- dominrion. To continue in this “good fight” means
fzmhfulnc;s‘ even Cunto death. -1 Tim. 6:12; 2
Tim. 4:7: Rev, 20140,

The I'-lchrcw Christians, of course, did have in-
herent sin in thelr own bhodies; hut ordinarily, they
would never lose their lives in an effort to overcome
it ‘The true Christdan life is one that goes heyond
an cfiort to be as free as possible from sin, com-
mendable and nccessary as this surely 15, To merely
struggle against sin in onc’s own body would tend
e prolong one’s life rather than otherwise, through
the improvement of licalth that would bhe alimost sure
to result from the giving up of sinful habits. etc.
! jut the Christian Hie is a sacrificial ife, not a sacri-
fice of sin, but of a e made holy through the blood
of Jesus and placed upon the altar of acceptable ser-
vice to God along with that of Jesus, as a part of the
divine program to destrov sin. and to restore the
whole world of mankind to periection and everlast-
ing life.  The Hebrew Christians had shared some
of the afflictions of Christ. but they had not as vet

“resisted unto blood. striving against sin’® as He
had done; so they needed to continue Jooking unte

Him to be inspired by His faithfulness.
Going To Him Without the Camp

To share the honor of being
who are numbered among the
to share His glory,
very costly

“brethren™ of Jesus
“many sons” that are
is a marvelous privilege, but a
one to the flesh and its interests. In
chapter 13:11-13 Paul comes back to this particular
pomt again, and shows how our participation in
Christ's sacrifice is forshadowed in the type. He
identifies the sacrifice of the bullock and the Lord’s
goat which was offered on the typical dav of atone-
nient by referring to them as the beasts whose blood
vas talen into t]u most holy for sin.  The bodies
o1 these beasts, he reminds us, were taken outside the
camp to he bumcd. “Wherefore.” he then adds,
“Jesus also, that Tle might sanctify the people with
Pit own bleod, sut ;ucd without the gate.”

Then comes the climax of all that is nnplie(l of suf-
fering zmd sacrifice in being “brethren” Jesus,
namely, “Let us go forth therefore unto Hlm withour
the (am] bednng His reproach.” This indicates
clearly that in Paul's mind the bodies of some of
those beasts that were burned without the camp rep-
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resented those whom Jesus is “not ashamed to call
His brethren.” The Dblood of bullocks and the
goats thus sacrificed typified the blood of Christ; the
“brethren” in the antitype “drinking” of His blood
in order that they may have an acceptable sacrifice
offer. But the experiences of the typical goat,
paralleling the experiences of the typical bullock,
show how the church shares His suffering, going to
Him without the camp. And note, that this suffer-
mg of Jesus, in which the “brethren” are invited to
mmmp e, 18 said to be in order that He might
Usanctify” the people through His Dblood.  Jesus'
hlood is thus shown to be the hasis of the people's
sanctification, hut His suffering as well as that of
the church is, in the divine arrangement, necessary
that the world may be restored to harmony with
the Heavenly Father.

T

But is there nothing of merit in the church’s sac-
vifice?  Ah ves! There 1s no sin-canceling merit—
all of that 1¢ in the blood of Christ—but the sacrifice
of the church is. nevertheless, a valuable contribu-
tion toward the future blessing of the world. As the
experiences of Jesus in trial and suffering prepared
Him to be a mercifu] High Priest, so the suffering
of the “brethren’ of Jesus preparce them to be merci-
ful priests when the time comes to share with Jesus
m the work of restoring the world of mankind to

life. And so it is that their sacrifices ave all counted
m as a necessary part of the “hetter sacrifices” of
the antitypical priesthood.

In Hebrews 13:15, 16 the apostle gives us the

practical side of what is involved at the present time
n our sharing the “better sacrifices™ with Christ.
(Heb. 9:23.) He says, “By Him therefore [that is,
through His merit] let us offer the sacrifice of praise
to God continually. that is. the fruit of our lips giv-

Natural and

Cohesion and Chemical Attraction

&

YN A previous article we traced the correspon-
| dence between the law of gravitation in the
sl natural realm with the law of love for God
in the spiritual realm, pointing out the univer-
sality of these Jaws, and the fact that they cannot be
infracted with impunity. We now consider two other
atural laws and their correlatives in the spiritual do-
main.  The first of these laws is that of Cohesion.
This is the law of force by which the molecules in
hodies of matter are held together. Tt is not an atomic
force, but a molecular force. Insofar as the carth it-
self i concerned, this law is universal, in fact, just as
much so as the gravitational law. All the objects
which we see around us are merely different arrange-
ments of molecules. When God made the solid earth,
and the mountains, lakes, rivers, trees, flowers, and
variouz animals, He must have possessed an infinite
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ing thanks to His name. But to do good and to
communicate, forget not: for with such sacrifices God
is well pleased.” To truly praise God in this present
evil world will surely call for sacrifice. This “praise”
means more than merely the singing of hymns, or
saying “Praise the Lord.” To truly praise God one
must tell others about the glorious attributes of His
character as they are exemplified in His plan. This
means to be a witness for Him as an ambassador of
Christ. It is through our faithifulness along this line
that we are led to Him without the camp.

It 1s in this way also that we are specially invited
“do good and to communicate,” with the assur-
ance that such “sacrifices™ are well pleasing to God.
We are mvited to do good now as a test of real de-
sire 1o do good in the future Kingdom period. Faith-
fulness m this respect now leads to sacrifice. and,
fnally. death—il we are “faithful unto death.” To
communicate the truth. the “word of reconciliation,”
15, primarily, the practical manner in which we share
in the great work of destroying sin.  Jesus provided
the merit by which the church and the world are re-
deemed from sin and death, and the “brethren™ are
mvited to share with Him in offering this gift to the
people. and explaining the terms upon \\]mh thev
may accept it.  This opportunity, this inestimable
boon, is offered to the “brethren” of Jesus upon the
condition that they take up their cross and follow
Him into death. TPaul savs that Jesus is not ashamed
to call us brethren in this great arrangement; so let
us then rejoice in this precious privilege and en-
deavor to meet faithfullv

0
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all the responsibilities in-
volved.
Next month we will consider the subject of the
New Covenant in the Book of Iehrews.

Spiritual Laws

capacity for putting molecules together.  When He
created man, He formed the finest combination of
molecules that exists on this earth. Just what kind
of material enters into the construction of the bodies
of angels, we do not know, but theyv canvot he com-
posed of molecules, for these, being material, naturally
are confined to material things.

If one should ask., What causes cohesion ? we should
feel like enquiring, What causes anvthing—finally ?
The proper answer to this of course. is, that the God
who created matter also created the properties of mat-
ter. and created the energy of cohesion. Back of that
we cannot go. for when hy further analysis we say
that atoms compose molecules. we then arrive at
another force, and have gone quite hevond the attrac-
tion of cohesion. Thus in all things we are obliged
to start with God. and if one rejects this most reason-
ahle hypothesis, then he throws out the entire propo-
sition,  He cannot find the arigin of anvthing.
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I the law of cohesion were annulled, we know that
everything would go to pieces. Indeed, there would
be no pieces, for the matter would simply crumble to a
nothingness. There would be no earth, no trees, no
flowers, no water, no animals, no man. When we con-
sider liquids, we find this force less strong than it is
in solid bodies, and totally non-existent in gases. It
15 less strong in water than in iron, wood, stone, etc.
If this Jaw were set aside or abrogated, this could be
most easily accomplished in the case of liquids, for
such could be decomposed with ease as compared with
solid bodies.

We all know the great mmportance of the cohesional
law in the natural domain. It 15 a law established by

“divine power and by divine decree.  Man must have
respect for this law, for if he could destrov it, he
would wreck the world and the things therein. But
i 15 an excellent seyvant. Its service 1s unintermittent,
1t keeps evervthing intact, and vet it charges nothing
far the excellent work which it performs.  All it re-

quires is to be respected and obeved.
Cohesion in the Spiritual Realm

Having seen how important is the law of cohesion
in the natural realm, Jet us look for its correspon-
dence in the spivitual domain. By the “spiritual™ do-
main we mean the domain that has to do with the
truth, with faith, with hope, with divine love, and
with all things that have to do with God and Godli-
ness,

That cohesion has a real correspondency in spiritual
things, we feel assured.  Since the natural force is that
which binds the particles of bodies together, so the
spiritual foree is that which hinds together the parti-
cles. parts, or molecules of the spiritual body. which
body iz that of the Christ company, to which the apos-
tle said, “Ye arc the body of Christ and members in
particular.””  And again he says, “For by one spirit
are we all baptized into one hody, whether we be Jews
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have
been all made to drink into one spirit.”—-1 Cor. 12
27. 13

Now then, just as theve is the spiritual gravitational
force, drawing upward to attract this body to heaven-
v things and to God, <0 also there is the cohesional
force which draws together the particles and parts of
the composite body of Christ into one compact solid-
arity.  What, may be asked, is this force® And the
answer is. It is the force of love for the brethren. In
o broader sense, it is love for all men, and will event-
ually manifest itself as such, for we are instructed
o do good unto all men, but especially unto them
that arve of the household of faith.” “A new com-
mandment I give unto you,” said the Master, “that
ve love one another.” This was a new law for the
church, because the church was a new body, a thing
that had never been in existence before. While the
Jewish Jaw had not heen expressed in terms of love
bt in terms of justice, yet Jove was really the spirit
of that law. as our Lord pointed out when He sum-
med 1t up.
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“By this shall ali men know that ye are My dis-
ciples. if ye have love one to another,” said Jesus.

“How often shall my brother sin against me, and I
forgive him? till seven times?’ was asked of the
Master. I say not unto thee, Until seven times,”
the Lord replied, “but Until seventy times seven.”
“Speak not evil one of another, brethren,” said Jesus,
“He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his
brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the
law: but if theu judge the law, thou art not a doer of
the law, but a jodge.”—-James 4:11.

Jesus had a great deal to say about the law of co-
hesion in the spiritual realm. He said: “Judge not.
that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye
judge, ve shall be judged: and with what measure ye
mete, it shall be measured to vou again. And why
beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye.
but considerest not the heam that is in thine own eye’?

Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of
thine own eye: and then shalt thou sce clearly to cast
out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.” (Matt.7:1-5.)
And again He said, “1 say unio vou, That ye resist
not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right
cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man
will sue thee at the Jaw, and take away thy coat, le
him have thy cloke also.  And whosoever shall com-
pel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him
that asketh thee, and from him that would horrow of
thee turn thou not away.

“Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt
love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. DBut T say
unto you. Love your enemies, bless them that curse
vou, do good to them that hate you. and pray for them
which despitefully use vou, and persecute vou; that
ve may be the children of vour Father which is in
heaven: for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and
on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the

unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what
reward have ye? Do not even the publicans the
same’? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your

Father which is in heaven is perfect."—Matt. 5:

39-48.

Sympathetic Love For All

Here Jesus was stating the law in a general sense,
for s own compassion and sympathy went ont to
the poor, groaning, dving world. Yet He had His
own special friends. And we could not think that
He loved the world at large with the same degree of
love wherewith He loved His disciples. Tiven among
His followers there was a little coterie of three that
found a special place in His Jove and esteem. Jesus
loved men and women with a love of friendship in
proportion as they themselves Joved God. We are
told that John was a disciple whom e especially
Joved. Then the Sacred Record says that He loved
Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary., While
on one nccasion we find Martha showing great faith
in Him and saying, “Lord, if Thou hadst been here,
my brother had net died.” Jesus knew that these
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people toved Him and were unselfish in their love.
And then, His heart went out in special affection to
all those whom He was calling to be heralds of the
sross, and who, He knew, would be required to suf-
fer for His sake and the gospel’s.

Love In Action

iwove for the brethren is one of the searching
tests of those who profess to know the Lord. From
Volwme 6 of the Scripture Studies, pp. 404, 405, we
quote the following:

“The fallen or carnal mind 1s selfish; and propor-
tionatly as it is for self it is against others—disposed
to approve or excuse self and to disapprove and con-
demn others.  This is so thoroughly inbred as to be
an unconscious habit, as when we wink or breathe.
. The new mind., begotten of the spirit of the
Ford, the holy spirit of T.ove, is in conflict with this
cld mind of selfishness from the start, under the
suidance of the Word of the Lord—under the new
2w of love, the Golden Rule, and becomes more. and
move 6 as we erow in grace and knowledge. At
all mew ereatures are I)ut ‘habes in Christ,” and
ippreciate the new law only vaguely; but unless
growth is attained and the law of love appmudth
and measured up o, the great prize will not be won.

The lav of Jove For shame that the weak-
uesser and shortcomings of brethren or of others
should be exposed hefore the world-—for shame that
pity and sympathy did not at once advance to speakh
v word in their defense, i too late to spread over
itheir faults a mantle of charity to hide them entirely !

The person without frailties of his own might
be to some extent excusable for assuming unbidden
m the Lord the position of executioner of justice
isking vengeance on wrong-doers, exposing them.
ate. Lut we find that our Master, who knew no sin,
bad so much Jove in His heart that He was dlbl)()scd
to  sympathize with and forgive rather than
io punish and expose and berate. And so it will
doubtless be with all begotten of His spirit; in pro-
portion as they grow up into His likeness they will
he the last to pray for vengeance—the last to exc-
cute punishments by tongue or otherwise, until so
commanded by the Great Judge. He now, on the
contrary, instructs as, ‘Judge nothing before the
rime,” and declares, ‘Vengeance is Mine.'”

“We know that we have passed from death unto
life because we love the Dbrethren.” said the apostle.

John 3:14.)  And we must learn to love them
evenn if they do not agree with us on every little
point of Rible interpretation. If they profess to love
the I.ord and His truth and to be consecrated to
Fim, we should take them at their word unless their
lives give cvidence that they are hypocritical in their
profession.

nyst

savs:

As the law of cohesion cannot be violated in the
natural realm-—and even if it could be, disaster and
ruin would result—so it cannot be broken in the
spiritual realm without dire consequences. Neither
without detriment can it be kept today and infracted
tomorrow ot next week or at any time. There are
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no vacations from the keeping of this law any
more than there are vacations from the gravitational

law. All God's laws are good and are preservative
when understood and respected. and destructive

when ignored or violated. There is positive danger
to ourselves in speaking ill of another, and especially
so as new creatures. Indecd even the defamatory
thought must be inbibited i we are to develop in the
likeness of the Master and to have peace of mind.
And especially foolish is it to dig up from the past
the faults and failings of others, and to be contin-
wally ruminating on things of that kind. “Forgetting
those things which are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are hefore,” let us follow
the example of the great apostle, and press on for
the prize of our high calling—a prize that will more
than reward us for all our effort.

The Law of Chemical Attraction

And now we come to the third faw in the natural
realnt, and this is the law of chemical attraction or
affinity. Tt 1s a very mmportant law Dbecause chem-
wal action is constantly taking place in nature. The
leaves of trees take in carbon-dioxide from the air,
and this with the action of sunlight produces the
chlorophyll or ereen coloring matter of the foliage.
Then there is chemical action in the production of
all the fruits and vegetables and other products of
the soil, and this process goes on incessantly through-
out the period of growth.

Chemical affinity Iepc‘v(’m on the attraction of at-
oms for other atoms. In the case of water-—one of the
simplest examples of this law—-two atoms of hydro-
gen combine with one of oxvgen te form the liquid
with which we are so familar. In the case of com-
mon salt, one atom of sodium unites with one of
chlorine to give the required vesult, We could mul-
tply c\camples. but perhaps these will Te sufficient.

Chemieal attraction is so importani
no more live without its effective
could without ¢ohesion or gravitation.  Chemicals
are coustantly being formed in our bodies and are
doing their necessary work.,  The chemical action on
foods begins in the mouth with the salivary secre-
tion. then continues in the stomach with gastric juice.
When the hody becomies ill, and certain chemicals
are lacking or not functioning properly, we take
those chemicals which ave likelv to supply the de-
ficlency and restore the function.

that we could
operation than we

An arom 1s defined as being the smallest indivis-
ible particle of matter. While the molecule is divis-
ible, the atom is not. Flements are those substances
which consist of atoms of the same kind, such as
oxygen, hydrogen, 1ron, sitver, gold, etc. Just what
makes certain atoms unite \with certain other atoms
te form choemical combinations, we do not know, ex-
cept that it is the law of those atoms, a property im-
prrted by the Creator of the universe.  Just as the
positive and negative jo electricity are in attraction.

oo wre the atoms i chemical combinations,  Man
sives dus attractive force a name, and then makes
use of it either harmfullv ar helpfully,
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The Corresponding Spiritual Law

In the spiritnal realm we find a law corresponding
to the chemical affinity in the natural domain. Here,
in the spiritual realm, too, certain things combine to
form something else. When error unites with the
mind of a man it usually makes of him a bigot and
a persecutor of others. But when divine truth unites
with the mind it transforms one into something ac-
ceptable to God. We here use the word “unite™ ad-
visedly. For the mind to merely be brought in con-
tact with truth may not effect much of a change. For
a real change to take place, the mind must yield to
the influence of the truth. a fusion so to speak of
one's mind with the truth. The truth must take hold
of the thoughts so that we sce all things in the light
of wruth.  In fact, we must think fruth,

When divine truth, the truth of God’s Wourd,
wites with the mind in this way, so that it becomes
@ part of the mental processes, 1t induces one to
think 1 harmony with his Creator, and to be deter-
mined to do the divine will.  This is consecration
The DBible then telis him thar he 1s a new creature
This new creature is very different from the old
creature, for hie now has heavenly hopes and desires
whereas he formerly had earthly hopes and desires.
The body is now under the control of the new mind,
which m twrn 1s governcd and controlled by the
truth.  And thus is the new creature produced and
developed.  The Scriptures say, “Of His own will
hegat He us with the word of truth, that we should
be 2 Lkind of firstfruits of His creatures.” (James
1:18) Those who do not yield to the truth, who do
not love it, who do not take the truth right into their
minds in order that it may control all their processes
of 1hinking, cannot become new creatures in Christ
Jesus.  God has appointed the ruth as the means
ot our begettal to the new Iife, and He does not work
mdependent of this arrangement.

Not only must this union of our minds with the
Word of God be effected, but it must be maintained
throughout the entive period of our sojourn on this
carth. It must not be allowed to be mterrupted or
interfered with by worldly influences.  Jesus, in the
parable of the sower and the seed, showed that in
one caxe there was prospect of good fruitage until
thorny plants grew up and choked the wheat. He
said, “He that received seed among the thorns is he
that heareth the word ; and the care of this world and
the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word.” So,
then, no matter how well we start out.on our pilgrim
journey as new creatures, it is a matter of continu-
ing along the pathway of life if the full fruition of
our hopes is to he realized. Or, to employ our for-
mer comparison. the unity of our thoughts with the
ruth must be kept up—our minds must continue to
he wholly given over to the divine will-—Matr. 13:22,

In order to maintain this desirable condition we
have Bible studies, conventions.. Also, we offer up
prayer and praise fo the Lord, individually and in
our meetings with other new creatures. We must
keep onr spiritual appetites, our appetites for truth,

=
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in good condition. This wholesome spiritual - condi-
tion is also promoted by our service of the Lord.
When we put out a few tracts, or help to get up a
public meeting, or witness for the truth in some
other way, it increases our hunger for the truth.
But if we do nothing for the Lord to show our love
for Him, our spiritual appetite gradually diminshes
and we become weak in the faith, Then the affinity
between the mind and the truth becomes less and
tess until, 1f not careful, it may cease to be of any
effect in our lives; and what a lamentable condition,
mdeed, this would be

What Sir Isaac Newton did in the natural realm
---his defining of the law of gravitation, and other
laws— Tastor Russell did in the spiritual realm. He
drew our attention to the great fact of the existence
of a God of love, showing that e is the center of
the spiritual universe and exercises the power of at-
traction that will eventually draw all intelligent he-
iigs to Himself in worship and in obedience to His
laws. This will be the only means of obtaining ever-
lasting life, and those who continue to resist this
drawing power will he destroved in the second death.
This great law of spiritual gravitation is understood
and appreciated by the members of the church at
present.  But to others it is but vague and meaning-
less so far as the purpose of God is concerned.  But
in due time the entire world will be apprized of its
true worth and necessity., The laws of cohesion and
chemical affinity m their spiritual application have
been called to our attention in the Studies in the
Seripturcs in a remarkable way. We rejoice in the
realization that we have been able to profit by these
means of divine grace and if we conrtinue to conform
ourselves to these laws we shall finally attain to

“glory, honor and ymmortality, eternal life.”—

Let us conclude with the following quotation irom
Psalm 19:

“The law "margin, doctrine] of the Lorp is per-
fect, converting [margin, restoring] the soul: the
testimony of the Lorp is sure, making wise the sim-
ple. The statutes of the Lorp are right, rejoicing the
heart: the commandment of the Lorp is pure, cn-
lightening the eyes. The fear [reverence] of the
Loxp is clean. enduring forever: the judgments of
the Lorp are true [margin, truth] and righteous al-
together.  More to be desired are they than gold,
vea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey
and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is Thy ser-
vant warned: and in keeping of them there is great
reward.  Who can understand his errors? cleanse
Thou me {rom secret faults [violations of the divine
law i the heart]. Keep back Thy servant also from
presumptuons sins 'the more open violations oi
God's taw]; let them not have dominion over me:
then shall T be upright, and 1 shall be innocent from
the great transgression “taking the law completely
mto my own hands].

“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditations
of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord,
my strength, and my Redeemer.”



TEXNT:

The Darwn

Berean Study Outline

THE DIVINE FAMILY

To us there is but one God, the Father,

si whom are all things, and we for Him; and one
_ord Jesns Christ, by whom are all things, and we
w Him.—1 Corinthians 8:6.

hird Part—We, The Church

4}

Section IIT—‘‘We'’ in our relationship to each
ather,

““‘Members one of ancther’’

Rom. 124, 5: 1 Cor. 12:7-281 John 17:211 Tph.
425,

Scripture Studies—Vol. 6, page 73

Watch Towers—1013, page 589 (Reprints. mid

page 333% to end).
Example. John 13:15, 34 Mart, 11:29: 1 Pet. 2
21: 1 Tim, 4:12.

Watch Towers—I1886, puge 3 (Reprints, bot. page
843 fo end): 19805, page 120, col. 2 to end (Re-
prints, 3543, par. 9 to end); 1900, page 137, par.
3 to end (Reprints, 2625, par. 4 to end): 1914,
pace 200 to end {Reprints, bot. page 5493 fo end).
Fellowship—Assembling

1 John 1:7: Hebrews 10:25.

Scripture Studies—Vol. 6, page 309 to top of page
312, Watch Towers—1907, page 313. par. 3 to
page 314, nar. 2 {Reprints, 4076, Jast par. to page
4077, ecol. 2, par. 1Y 1915, page 214, col. 2, par.
1. 2 (Reprints. 3727, par. 2, 3).

Claims of Love and Justice; Judging

James 2:13; 4:12: Romans 14:10,

Watch Towers—1902, page 265 (Reprints, 3070,
3071): 1613, page 298, col. 2, par. 47 (Reprints,
page 5324, par. 9-12): 1916, page 115 to end (Re-
prints, hot. 5883 to end): 1916, mid. page 125 to

“end (Reprints, bot. 5886 to end): 1910, mid. page

(Reprints, bot. 4567 to end): 1912.
3-7 (Reprints, 5029, par. 6-10).
Forgiving and Seeking Forgiveness

Maft. 5:24; 18:15, 16; Luke 17:3; Eph. 4:32.
Scripture Studies—Vol. G, pages 414-417.
Watch Towers—1912, bot. page 358 to 359 (Re-
prints, 5134, 5135): 1912, page 67, par. 5 to (S,
par. 3 (Reprints, 4978, par. 5 to 13).

78 to end
page 165, par,

Admonish, Reprove, Rebuke

1 Thes. 5:12-15; 2 Tim. 4:2; Psa. 141:5,
Scripture Studies—7Vol. 6.
of page 308.

Watch Towers—1912, page 66 10 (7, par. 4 (Re-
prints, 4977, 4978, par. 4).

Discipline in the Church

Matthew 18:17.

bot. page 297 to mid.

(8)

{(9)

(h)

(e)

Scripture Studies—Vol. 6, page 289-204: 412 to
mid. 414; bot. 417-419.

Comfort, Encourage, Assist, Serve

2 Cor. 1:3, 4; Gal. 6:2; 1 Thes. 4:1: 5:11; Heb.
10:24.

Scripture Studies—Vol. 6. page 308,

Watch Towers—1900, page 215, par. 3 to end
{Reprints, 2665, par. 3 to end): 1904, page 155,
col. 1, last par. (Reprints, 3369, last pav.); 1905,
page 311, par. 3 to end (Reprints, 3646, last par.
to end): 1907, page 312, last par. to 313, par. 3
(Reprints, 4076, col. 1, last par. to col. 2, par, 2);
1913, page 120, eol. 2 (Reprints, 5222, top of
page).

Brotherly Love

John 13:34: 1 Thea. 4:9; 1 John 2:10: 4.7, 11,
Hebh. 13:1.

Forbids stumbling another: Romn, 14:13, 21: 1
Cor. 8:13; 10:32.

Watch Towers—1907, page 333, par. 1 and 3, page
334, par. 1 (Reprints, 4084, last par., 4085, col. 2.
par. 2, 3): 1911, page 424, col. 2 to page 4253, col.
2, par. 2 (Reprints, 4919, col. 1, last par. to 4920,
col. 2, par. 1).

Forbids busybodying: 1 Pet. 4:15; 1 Tim. 5:13.
Scripture Studies—Vol. 6, pages 583-580.
Watch Towers—1913, 213212
5274, B275, top).

(Reprints,

pages

When proper to withhold brotherly love: Jude
2723,

Watch Towers—1902, pages
bot. page 3633 10 3035).

1497-200 (Reprints,

Source of our severest {vials, and proof of our
relationship to Christ: John 15:9-14: 1 John 2:
9-11; 3:14, 16: 4:20, 21; 5:1.

Scripture Studies—Vol. 6, page 468, par 1 to 469,
Watch Towers—1916, page 260, col. 2, par. 3,
page 261 to end (Beprints, 5947, col. 2, par. 5 to
mid. page 5048) . 1913, page 339, par. 6-8 (Re-
prints, lower half 5346, par. 6-8): 1915, page 214,
par. 2-4 (Reprints, 5726. col. 2, par. 5 fto 5727,
par. 1).

Hast thou love?  Then show it now.

Waich Towers——1515, page 214, col. 2. par. 3 to
215, par. 1 (Reprints, 5727, par. 4-6).

For additional study ou Brotherly Love, sce “*Berean

Bible Studies™ in Wateh Towers—1905, pages 230,
268, 205, 327 and 359 (Reprints, pages 3603, 3624,

3638, 3654 and 3674y,



International Sunday School Lessons

Sy

KEEPING
BODY STRONG

March 20—Mark 6:53-56; Judges
13:12-14; 1 Corinthians 3: 16, 17;
Romans 12: 1, &

53 And when they had passed
over, they came into the land of
Gennesaret, and drew to the shore.

THE

54 And when thex were come oul
of the ship, straightway thev knew
Him,

55 And ran through their whole
region round about. and bhegan to
carry about in beds those that were
sick, where they heard He was.

56 And whithersoever He entered,
mto villages, or ecities, or countryv.
thev laid the sick in the streets, and
besought Him that they might
tonch if it were but the border of
His garment: and as many as touch-
ed Him were made whole.

Judges 13:12 And Manoah said,
Now Jet thy words come to pass.
Tow shall we order the child, and
how shall we do unto him?

13 And the angel of the Lord said
unto Manoah. Of all that 1 said unto
the woman, let her beware.

14 She may not eat anything that
cometh of the vine, neither let her
drink wine oy strong drink, nor eat
any unclean thing: all that T com-
manded her let her observe.

T Corinthians 3:16 Know ve not
that ve are the temple of God, and
that the spirit of God dwelleth in
von?

17 1 any man defile the temple
of God, him shall God destroy,; for
the temple of God is holy, which
temple ve ave.

Romans 32:1 T heseech you there-
iove. brethren, by the mercies of
God, that yve present vour bodies a
living sacvifice, holy, acceptable un-

to God, which is vour reasonable
2erviee.
2 Aud be not conformed to this

world: but be ye transformed by
the renewing of vonr mind, that ve
may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
GOLDEN TEXT: Now therefore be-
ware, I pray thee, and drink not
wine ner strong drink, and eat not
any unclean thing.—Judges 13:4.

HE lesson is given to us as
one on temperance. Some-
one has defined temperance
s “Moderation in all
And that seems to be a
People can

josl

o
3

things.
very good definition,
go to excesscs in cating, i drink-
ing, in exercising, in sleeping, and
in other things. Self-control is one
of the virtues enjomed upon the

Christian.  Thus we read, “He
that 1s slow to anger is better than
the mighty; and he :hat ruleth his
spirit than he that taketh a city.”—
Proverbs 16:32.

The caption of the lesson, “Keep-
ing the Body Strong,” might ap-
ply to the church of Christ; for,
speaking to the church, the apostle
says, “Ye are the body of Christ.”
(1 Cor. 12:27.) Then he also re-
fers to the church as God's temple.
And as the temple of the Jews was
sacred and contained things that
were sacred, even so is the greater
temple, the church, consecrated to
God and thercfore holy.

The apostle says that God's spir-
it dwells in the church. It is both
in the corporate body, and in the
mdividual members thereof. In
the first chapter of Revelation, we
find a picture of the seven golden
candlesticks, which we are told
represent the seven churches. In
the midst of these, supplying them
with the o1l is “one like unto the
Son of man.”  The olive oil that
gives the light svmbolizes the holy
spirit of the truth, without which
no one can bhe acceptable to the
Lord. Hence we find the exhorta-
tion. “Grieve not the holy spirit of
God, whereby ve are sealed unto
the day of redemption.” And again,
“See that thou hurt not the oil
and the wine.-—Ephesians 4:30;
Revelation 6:6.

i

The apostle reminds the bhreth-
ren of the importance of presenting
their bodies *“‘a living sacrifice,
holy. acceptable unto God.” The
sacrifice is said to he a living one
because God's people are not ac-
tually dead. but are energized in
the service of the truth. The apos-
tle savs, “the body is dead because

of sin; but the spirit is life because
o1 righteousness.”

Again Paul says, “If Christ be
m  you He that raised up
Christ from the dead shall also
quicken [Greek, ‘make alive’] your
mortal bodies hy His spirit that
dwellcth in you. Therefore, breth-
ren,- we are debtors, not to the
flesh, to live after the flesh. TFor if
ve live after the flesh, ye shall die:
but 3f ve through the spirit do mor-
tifv the decds of the body, ve shall
live. For as many as are led by the
spivit of God, thev are the sons of
God,”—Romans &:10-14.

Those who have taken up their
cross to follow Christ must not be
conformed to this world—to its
selish ambitions, its policies, its
ways of pride, and all the elements
that keep it estranged from God.
They must be “TRANSFORMED
by the renewing” of their minds
daily by the Word of truth. Unless
they do this, they will become spir-
itually weak. The closer they keep
to the divine Word, the more fully
they will be informed as to what is
the will of God concerning them.
Theyv must avoid the wine of false
doctrine, which would make them
unsteady as Christians. Some per-
sons who claim to be following the
Master just stagger about and give
the impression of instability in
their conduct and in their words.
But the pure truth of God makes
us strong to do and to dare in the
cause of Christ.

QUESTIONS:
Define temperance.  What is its
value fo the wnatural man? What

does it mean to the new creature?

How ave the terms ““wine’’ and

“strong drink’’ used svmbolically
m the Sewiptures?

Draw a comparison between the
temple of the Jews, and that temple
which ¢ the hody of Christ.

What is the meaning of ““a living
cacrifice”™’?  Just how can we he
“holy, acceptable vnto God’’?

What influences tend to draw us
1o 'the world? Just where does the
greatest danger lie? What is ounr
vrineipal safegnard?



CORRECTING WRONG
IDEALS OF RELIGION
March 27-—Mark 7:1-13.

1 Then came together unto Him
toe Pharisees, and  certain of the

arpihes which came from Jerusalewn.
2 And when they saw some of His

diseiples eat bread with defiled, that

s to say, with unwashen. hands,
{ found fault,
3 For the DPharisces, and all the

drmvs, except they wash thely huands
Gl eat holding the tradition of
che elders.

Nt

come Trow the
wash, they eat
things there

when they
exvept they
Sud many oihe:
which they have veceived to
as the washing of cups, and
iraser “and of tables.

Avud
market,
a0t
Lo,
Y,
ol vessels,
5 Then the Pharisees and. seribes
asked i, Why wallk not Thy dis-
siples a(w:n'(lin;-_a to the tradition of
the (w:.:x:" bread with wn-
5]](4!;

huat eat

apswered  and  sad  unto
Weil bath Tsaialh prophesied
hypoerites, as it 1s writfen,
people honoreth Me with their
bul their heart is far frowm Me.

do they

1 ife
than,
abovou
This
His,

Howbell 1u vain wWor-

\H y bie, teaching for doctrines the
ae-m}m:nd nents of en
5 or Javing aside the commnand-

ment of God, ve hold the tradition

ol men. as the washing of pots and

ceprt and  many  other sueh like
angs ve do,
4 And He said unto them, ¥ull

of

OwWl

~eil ve reject the commandment
ttod, that ve may keep vour
fradition,

1 j7or Moses said, Hornour thy
Yathey and thy mother: and, Whoso
sureeth father or mother, let him die
death:

the

11 },11. ye say, If a man shall say

his father or mother, It is Corban,
1x to ozav. a 2ift, by whatsoever
thon michtest be pofited by me: he
shall be {ree.

22 And ve suffer him no more tu
Jdooauneht for his father or his moth-

L0
thm

e
19 Making the word of God of
sone  effect through vour tradition,

which ve have delivered:
‘fike things do ve
GOLDEN TEXT: This people hon-

n*ﬂth Me with their lips, but their
asart is far from Me—Mark 7:5

and many

‘ hollow

| ITTHOUT partiality, Jesus
exposed the shame and hy-

pocrisies  of those times
when He was here on

The traditions of the elders

earth.
had made religion nothing but a

pretense to many of the

peeple.  To the religions leaders
Jesus said, “Woe unto vou, ye
blind guides, which say, Whoso-

ever shall swear by the temple, it
ix nothing; but whosoever snall
swear by the ¢old of the temple, he
i a debtor! Ye fools and blind:
for whether 1s greater, the gold, or
the  temple  ihat  sanctifieth  the
cold?

“And, Whosoever shall swear by
the ah(n it is nothing; but whoso-
ever sweareth by the gift that is
upon it, he is guilty, Ye fools and
I»]ind' for whether is greater, the
gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the
_Qlft. Whosoever therefore shall

swear by the altar, sweareth by ir,
and yvoall things thereon.  And
whoso shall swear by the temple,

sweareth Dy 1,
dwelleth therem.
swear by heaven,
throne of Gnd.
sitteth thereon,

and by Him that
And he that shall

sweareth hy the
and by Him that

scribes  and
hypocrites! for ve pay
tithe of mint and auise and cuni-
min, and have omitted the weight-
ier matters of the law, judgment,
mercy, and faith: these ought ye
to have done, and not to leave the
other undone. Ye blind guides,
which stram at a gnat, and swallow
a camel."—Matt. 23 16-24.

CItois much e same  today.
Aany highly esteemed people now
occupy the position ef the Phari-
sees of T make an

© \\yo(“
Yharisees,

1nio vou,

that time. They

ontward show. thev boast of their
suceess, thev delight in the honor

in the honor of
multiply forms and
ceremonies and meetings and malke
a fair show in the flesh. Thev
draw near 1o God with their lips
but give evidence thar their heart
sentiments arce not in harmony with
their Hp professions, because, when
the truth is presented to them,
thex hate it iustead of loving it
and they hate the light hedl(’h he-
cause the light m al manifest
their own 1)'pocrisies.

af men,
the world:

especinlly
thev

weaknesses

The Dazwn

dissemblings in doctrines and prac-
tice.

“The improper spirit exempli-
fied in the priests and Pharisees
and scribes in our Lord’s day finds
a parallel today in the anger, mal-
ice. lratred. bitter words, which,
like arrows. are shot forth at those
who serve the truth, who seek to
lift up the standard to the people,
whn seek to show up the errors of
‘darlc ages,” and through the truth
to make known the real character
of our Heavenly Father and the

real meaning of His Word.
As the Israelites considered thar
anything that would undermine

them would Dbe to the injury of the
Lord's cause, so today every sec-
tion of Babylon, every sect of
Christendom, seems to be fully
persuaded that anything that would
undermine the errors of their sys-
tems  would be injurious to the
cause of the Lord: hence they fecl
that in supporting qectar.amsm m
any of its hranches thev are fight-
ing for God. Our duty. nev-

ertheless, is to be bold and cour-
ageous  for  the  truth.”—Tower
Reprints. 1. 3780,
QUESTIONE:

What were some of the Jewish
traditions regarding -washing the
hands, enpg, efe.?

Tow did the seribes and Pharisees
evade conforming to the welghtier
the law?
any comparison hetween
and  Phariseezs  when
carth, and a cerfain
s today?

mafters of
Iz there
nriests

any part of nominal
that 1s worth bolstering

I there
Christendom

ur?  How is 1t referred to in the
Seviptures?
should the attitnde of the real
Christian alwayvs  be  wncompro-
misingly for the trath?
FREE TRACTS
Free tracis are availahle on the

following subjects—send for samples
or crder o supply, as you wizh:
‘“What Is the Soul?”’
““Where Are the Dead?”’
Earth’s Coming Glory”’
“*Calamities, Why Permitted”’
"*The Coming World Dictator’’
“Whj Net Live Forever?'’
‘Do You Enow?”’
"*The Hope of Universal Peace’’
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SERVING OTHER RACES
April 3—Mark 7:24-37

24 And from thence He arose, and
went into the borders of Tyre and
Sidon, and entered info an house,
and would have no man know it: but
He counld not be hid.
oy a certain woman whose
young danghter had an unclean spir-

. heard of Him, and came and fell
:i‘. His feet:

25

26 The woman was a Greek, a Sy-
rophenician by nation: and she be-
songht Him that He wonld east forth

the devil out of her danghter.
IauL Jesns said unio her. Let

the ('hi]ﬂren first be filled: for it iz
not meet to take the children s bread

and {o cast 1t unlo the dogs.
28 And she answered and said
unto Thim, Yes, lord: vet the dogs

wnder the table cat of the children’'s
crnmbs,

24 And He said unto her, For this
saying go thy way; the devil is gone
ont of thy daughter.

30 And when she was come to her
house, she found the devil gone out,
and her danghter laid npon the bed.

1 And again, departing from the
voasts of Tyre and Sidon, He came
mto the sea of Galilee, throungh the
midst of the coasts of Decapolis.

32 And they bring unto Him one
that was deaf, and had an impedi-
ment in his speeeh: and they be-
scech Thim to put His hand upon
hin.

33 And He took him aside from
the wltitude, and put His fingers
to his ears, and Te spit, and touch-
ed his tongue;

34 And looking up to heaven, Ie

siched, and saith unto bhim, Rph-
vhatha, that 1z, Be opened.
35 And straightway his ears were

onened. and the string of his tongue

was Joosed, and he spake plain.

36 And e charged them that thev
should {ell no man: but the more He
charged them. so much the more =

aveat deal they published it;

37T And
tomshed,
things

were beyond measure as-
saving, He hath done all
well: He maketh both the
deal to hear, and the dumb to speak.

GOLDEN TEXT: God is no respect-

er of persoms—Acts 10:34.
E must remember that the
work of Jesus was chiefly
confined to the Jewish peo-
ple up to a certain time
He said to His disciples, “Go not
mto the wav of the Gentiles, and
into any city of the Samaritans en-
ter ye not,” for. “I am not sent but
to the jost sheep of the house of Is-
racl. —Matt. 10:5; 15:24.

To the natural tribes, then, was
first offered the favor of hecoming
the spiritual tribes, had the p(*oplf:
heen 1n a heart attitude to embrace
this opportunity.  But when they
proved unworthy of the “high call-
ing of God in Christ Jesus.” the
T.ord extended this great privilege
to the Gentiles, and Cornelius be-

came the first Gentile Christian
convert to the true faith.
Sirietly  speaking therefore, the

woman of the lesson had no claims
whatever upon the Master, for she
did not belong to Tsrael. However,
there was something in her which
the Master recognized, something
that in His sight knows no distine-
tions of race or class, and that was
faith. She did not resent the im-
plication that she was a “dog.” a
Gentile.  She was humble, for she
was m need. No doubt, she loved
hcr daughter. although demented,
and, apparently, beyond human aid
in her affliction. The poor woman
saw the power of Jesus, and believ-
ed her onlv hope of assistance lav
m Him: co she earnestly presented
her plea.

And the woman case,
for our Lord’s loving heart could
not turn her down when He beheld
her sincerity «and her faith. Verily,
He had something that no amount

won her

of money could buy and that He
would not sell for any monetary
consideration.  No  wonder  that
the people said, “He hath done all
things well: He maketh hoth the
deaf to hear. and the dumb to
speak.”
AL even eve the sun was set,

The <ick. O Lord, around Thee lav.

Oh with what divers pains they met,
Ol with what jov they went away!

< Onece ‘tis  eventide [the
evening of the aw] dnd we
Oppreszed with varions ills, draw

near,

HoYe
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‘\\‘ 1wt 31f Thy form we cannot see?
We know and feel that Thon art

Lere.’
Yes, God’s people today have
their various 1ills.  Some of them

have physical weakness to contend
with, and some have heartache and
persecutions to endure.  But the
lord has every power to assist
them, and He says, “Call upon Me
m the day of trouble: I will deliver
thee.”  He has His own ways of
helping people now just as He had
of vore, but He gives strength for
the rugged way, and imparts com-

fort in each hour of need.—Psa,
0015,
And fuq*vemly the necessary

ministry is rendered by one of His
servants, for the members of the
church are His representatives on
carth,  FHis {followers,  therefore,
find a labor of love in seeking out
those who arve sick, either physi-
callv or spiritually, and giving them
the comfort of the divine Word.
with the assurance that the Lovd
still is interested in them and loves

them and wants them to make
good.
Solomon said, “A word spoken

i due scason, how
(Prov. 15:23.) “A
en is like apples of <rold in pictures
of silver.” (Prov. 25:11.) Many
a heart has been cheered and lifted
up to something higher by the righ
word at the opportune time. It i
not for God's people 1o be idle to-
day and to say that there is nothing
to do while there are disciples of
the Master who need encourage-
ment along the way, What is done
for them is done for Him, and wil
assuredly bring the reward of faith-
ful service rendered in the name of

good is it."”
word fitly spok-

iruth and of love,
QUESTICONS:

What did Jesns mean when Ide
sard, 1t o1e not meet to take the
children’s hread and east it mnte
the dogs'' 7

Fxplain bow the natural tribes of

I=vael might have hecome the spirit-
uat tribes.

Hax Jesus less power today than
e had of vore? Does He heal the
<iek at the present time?

By what maladies are God’s pee
ple sometimes afflicted? What as

suranee have they that the Lord wili
help them?



ty

4=

FINDING QURSELVES
IN SERVICE

April 10--Mark 8:£7-38
27 And Jesus went out, and His
i ﬂplﬂs mte the towns of Caesarea
Philippi: and by the way He asked
His dmmplow, saving unto
Whoem say men that 1 am?
28 And thev

them,

the
and

answered, John
Saptist: bhut seme say, Ilias;
sthers,, Une ot the prophets.

He saith wnto thew, But
ve that 1 am? And Peter
tl]id aaith unic Him, Thou

249 And
whom say

AnSWe et l

il
nd them that thev
§ tol Fim.
31 And He h(-;rn,!t to teach them,
ha he Sen of man must  suffer
: thn and be z'eie('fed of the

chief priests, and
ed, aud after tln’ee

of the
wribes, and be kitl

dave rise asmw

7o spake thal saying op-
Deter tock Him and be-
?

‘(Ahu' ¢ EBim.

He had turned about

Hi:; disciples, He re-

saving,  Get thee be-
“for thou savourest

that be of God, bui

Tien

1

\n.‘l(]
not UV‘I""“
the things that be of men.

34 And wher He had called the
veeple unto Hlim with His diseiples
also, He said unto themy, Whosoever
will atter Me, let him deny
nimsell, and take up his cross, and
vollow M.

35 For

lund Ao,
the

cone

will save his
iife shall lose it; but whosoever shall
tose his Bife for My sake and the
zospel’s, the same shall save it

36 Yor what shall it profit a man

" he gain the whole world, and lose
fils own soul?

37 Or ~what
sxchanee for

whosoever

shail a oive in
1s sonl?

38 Whosoever therefore shall be
ashamed of Me and of My words
m this adulterous and siuful gener-
ation: oi him aise shall the Son of
man be ashamed, when Ile cometh in
the, glovy of Tis Wather with the
Soly anonle,

GOLDEN TLXT: What shall it pro-
3% a man, if he chall gain the whole
weorid, and lose his own soul?—
Mark 8:35

s 11Is lesson 1s one on true
i consecration. which means
giving up all for Christ. It

man

15, mdeed, no light matter
i £ 11 N P £ Y .
to follow the Master, for Jesus
csald, “Strive to enter in at the

strait gate: for many, 1 say unto

vou, will seek to enter m, and shall
not he able.” (Luke 13:24.) And
ga n. “If any man come to Me,

nd hate not his father, and moth-
(*1, and wife, and children, and
M‘ethren, and sisters, yea, and his
mwn life also, he cannot be My dis-
cple. And whosoever doth not
bear his cross, and come after Me.
cannot be My disciple.”-—T.uke 14:
26, 27.

Jesus did not mean that His fol-

lowers should actually hate their
relatives.  Dr. Wilson, quoting
Pearce, gives the following com-

ment on this passage:

“This 15 one amongst many ex-
atples 1 the sacred writings of

Oriental figurative language, where
the expression is hyperbolical iu

order to render the wruth meant to
he conveyed in it more striking and
impressive.  Matthew, 1 chapter
IO 37, expresses the literal mean-
ing of 1h]> passage, when he says,
foves his {ather and mother marc
than Me.”  So when we read in

Romans 9:13. "Jacob have I Joved,

but ILsau have I hated,” the mean-
g is, I have loved Jacob more

than Esan.”

The fact that he who selfishly
tries to hold onto his own life shall
lose 1t 1s made very clear by the
Masier’s statement. And, contrar-
iwise, be who 1s willing to part with
life in faithfully witnessing for the
gospel. the sanmw shall find it in
higher measure in the time of the
resurrection. It is therefore evi-
dent that the l.ord requires whole-
hearted devoton to Himself. The
truth 1s to be so highly esteemed
that nothing should be permitted to
supersede 1t in anyone's life. If
anvone should give it but second-
ary consideration, his loss would he
exceedingly great,

Life is a very precious thing.
People wiil ler everyvthing else go
before thevll part with life  Ta
gain eternal life on the earth under
the administration of God's King-

dom to come will be a wonderful

thing. indeed. And vet, the heav-
enlyv lite is still greater than that:

the
nde-
Not
that

for that will mean immortality,
divine nature—an inherent.
pendent. sel{-sustained life.
that all heavenly life is of

The Dawn

character. hut the life to be given
the church will be of that order,
The nature of the members of
the bride of Christ will be above
the nature of the angels. No won-
der that such a reward is held out
as a golden promise in the Scrip-
tures. Of Jesus it is written, “Who
for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross. despising the
shame, and is set down at the right
hand of the throne of God.” Those
who drink of His cup of voluntary
humnliation now, are to share Iis
glory hercafter.  “Whosoever shall
confess Me before men, him shall
the Son of man also confess before
the angels of God,” said our Lord.
And those words are as true today

as when they were first spoken.—
Heb 12:2; Luke 128
All those who resist the truth

now, are resisting the Lord wheth-
er they koow it or not.  After a
while. there will he some great sur-
prises. for Yesus said, \ﬁdnx wili
say to Me i that dav, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied {publicly
expounded] in Thy name? and in
Thy name cast out devils? and i
Thy name done many wonder{ul
works?  And then will I profess
unto themy, 1 never knew you: de-
part from Me, ye that work in-
iquity.”  What He meant was, that
He did not know them as His dis-
ciples because thev did not put the

quest for truth bhefore all other
things. Therefore they were “tares”

and not “wheat.” They were not
willing to make the necessary sac-
rifice for the truth.

Soon the entire church will be
completed. and the opportunity for
suffermg  with  Christ will be a
thing of the past. Blessed is he
who gladly embraces this opportun-
ity at the present time,

QUESTIONES:

What
onused

viewpomt on Peler’s
Jesus to rebuke him?
what Jesus meant by
CTOSS.

part

Just
fhe

Bxplain
taking up

H.(]‘iy
at the

In what
nied today?

What opportunities should we em-
brace at the present time?

can one eain life and lose it

same time?

wavs Christ be de-

can



The Great Plagues of

NCLE EB started out by saying, "1 think
we Jeft off with the plague of the frogs last
story might. When Moses hesought the Jord
to destroy the frogs, still Pharaoh. the king,
would not let the children of Israel go. The next
plague that God sent was the lice—hundreds of mill-
ioms of them.  \When the magicians of Fgypt saw

this plague. they said unto the king, “This is the
finger of God.” Bur the haughty monarch hardened

his heart and continued to resist the T.ord. Then
God sent another plague, and this was flies. Oh.
vou never saw so many flies i all vour life as there
were in that country.  Thev came in great swarms
mro the kin g s house and into the houses of his ser-
vants. Buzz, buzz, buzz! And shoo, fly, Get out of
here!  But they did not get ont. Those flies were
a real pest, and J guess the king thought that he and
his people were just about eaten up alive. So he
called {for Moses and Aaron, and said in substance,
T7 vou want te sacrifice 1o vour God here in the
land. do so. only take awayv the flies)

“To this Moses replied, ‘Tt will not da for 1s o
sacrifice herer We must go out into the wilderness,
God has instructed us to do. We'll ju: go on a

three days’ journey.”  And the King said, ‘All right.
vou may go. But don't go far away: and he sn e 10
ask vour God to take awayv these terrible flies! So

God ok awav the flies,
h:n'd”nol his heart.

“The ffth
pI;lg‘nv upon

but still the wicked king

plague was then sent, and this was a
1he cattle and all animals. Tt was a
disease. Perhaps you have seen a sick eonv, Or,
pevhaps, some time or other vour dog has hecome
il Yeu know what he was Jike then.  He just went
aud curled himsell up in his kennel and wouldn't
vat anvthing.  You couldn’t get him 1o run around
and play with you.  Poor Tide fellow, he just felr,
asowe sometimes say, all ins Or, perhans. e even
died, and vou took him out and buried him in a
little grave under the big trees.  And so it was that
the cattle in Egvpt took sick, and thev died by the
thousands. T suppose thev had to bury them too,
for they couldn't leave them Iving all over the
eround. The strange thing iz that the cattle that
belonged 1o the Israclites did not take sick at all.
Fhis was hecanse they dwelt wogether in a part of the
commtry called Goshen and God prevented the dis-

ng;fp"{

case from reachmg them there. And can you helieve
it7  Stll that stubliorn king refused to et the people
go.

“Well, it looked as though king Pharaol had to
have some more plagues sent upon him.  So God

said 1o Moses, “Take some ashes of the furnace and
sprinkle them toward heaven in the sight of Fhar-
aoh,” and Moses did o, And what do you suppose
happenedr  I'm sure vou could never guess if you
were not told.  Why, terrible hoils hroke out on
both the people and thc animals.  Everyone was just
covered with them.  Did vou ever have a boil? They
are unpleasant things io have, T can tell vou. Sore!
Oh, my, but they are sorc! TPoor Job had them,
vou know. You remember the story of Job, don't
vou? And the Magicians could not stand before
Moses because of the boils.  That was a nice how-do-
vou-do. And T guess that all the salve in the world
would not have helped those boils the Teast little hit.

“Well, King Pharaoh. what do you think of God
Ia this timer Do vou think that vou can trific
with 17im and rvesist Him any longer? . I vou do,
vou are not only stubborn but foolish, as welll God
1+ not through with vou vet, and by the tinme e is
through, vou will he very glad to let Hig people oo
forth out of vour land.

“Nes, it's hard to believe it but Pharaoh sl
hardencd his heart. So, then God sent a great hail
vpon the Tamnd, Did vou ever see a hail sterm?
One time when 1 was traveling in western Canada,
the train stopped at o station for about twenty min-
ures. Well, during that tme a great storm of bail
swept the ]‘.n The fields for miles and miles
arowx] were u)\c'u] with growing grain, and
;ﬁ.am wits aU ¢ off and (i(’sl‘ﬂ)u‘.d by that
storm, for come of the pieces of dce that fell were
as large as the end of vour thumb, T went out on
the platiorm and picked up a handful of them. and
then T thought of that plaguce of hail that God sent

Fevot. And mind vou there was terrible thun-
der and ]'4 wning at the same time.  J.ock out.
Pharaoh, there’s more trouble coming to vou vet
the hail, and this

this

hatl

“Another plague scon {ollowed
Ium st 11 oyou ask mie what are Iocusts, 11
just large grasshoppers,  Thev fiv through the

darken the sun. Thev are

v o clouds and even
bad” actovs. T can fell vou, for they eat up every

Was
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The hail storm had destroved the Lar-
ey and the flax in the fields, but the wheat and the
rye had not been jnjured, for they were not grown
up. But the locusts ate up the wheat and the rye,
which were now above ground.  Thev ate all the
lcaves off the trees and everything green that had
a0t been destroved by the hail.  They made a clean
~weep, and it began to look as though all the peo-
ole would starve to death for want of food.  These
msects swarmed into the houses and literally cov-

green thing.

v Te tace of be w'r(mud Perhaps vou e seen
4 tree stripped of heetle.

its leaves by the Japaneso
would vou like i whole orchard
leai -

Pl hoawy
wthout a
“When Pharaolh sull hardened  his hewrr, the
sent the nmith plague, and this was darkness
NCTIVEE IS USSP aulyv davk i e piohr
weer all the fand auly dark in the mghr
aure, bur i th weil, T don't know
: : et the sun completely,
cortamiy three whole davs and
had o stay -

vas dar
had thev would: have lost

[ e SR Y

single

Laond

It was nnt

dav timie ds
have  coverwd
"I(‘( RSN ]J‘"ﬂ
Looand the nen
gone out, thev

The vnlv place where i was light was
dweltines of the Tsraelites,
Km;; Vharaolr called for Moses and osaid
righit, vou may go out of the land, hoth
vow and vour childven of Terael: and alt the lttle
Bur vou must nnt iake vour flocks and

AN our cattle

And o this dloses rephed,
] There shall a0t a hoo

riamle oo with us.

betind. But agamr Pharaoh’s lheart was
Gardencd, and he would not fet the people go.
Then Pord said to Moses, 'T will bring just

0T son Phaiaol
amvd afrer tha fet vouw o, Indeed, he will
very ¢lad for vou to go. Now go and tell all
Tsraclites to ask the LEgyptians for jewels of
silver and of gold.  And about midnight I will go
;(n]‘th in the midst of Egvpt, and all the firstborn in
the land of Igypt shall die, even the firstborn in
household, and all the firstboru of the
And there shall be a great ery throughout
land. for there never was such a plague as

and upon Egypt.

i ki luf" =
divimals
44 the

this belore, vor shall there eves he the like again.
Tigr all the children of lsvael 1 he a3 I
Bot all the children of Isvael will he spared. onls
Jiey must vemain i their houses that night

Israelites mwust kill a
inml and ke the hlood and sprinkde v on the doe
posts outside the house, _U.J when the angel of
Jdeath zces the Blood, he will pass by that house and

‘And each family of the
1

not kill ihe firsthort in it And the nfﬂr)p‘ mMust
roast the lamb and eat its flesh in the night tme:
andl this feast is o be known as the Lord’s Pass-
over” And the people did what Moses told them

i o,
wonder 3 the Tsruelites got much sleep
1
1]

SWell, ]
that might. Just think of it the angel of death was
abroad.  When he came to a home of one of the
Egvprians, he killed someone there and then passed
or te the pexte home. Ilﬂc hebics were killed, and
older children, and grown-up people. wo—what o

rervible night that was for the lgvprans! DPe

rthans

The Dawn

of them did not know it was so terrible till
the morning dawned. But most of them were
awakened out of their sleep by the great tumult that
arose.  Then they {ound thelr dead ones. There
must  have heen thousands of them altogether,
becanse there were dead ones in all the homes of
the Egvptians throughout the land. What a wail
of anguish must have gone up from the people!
What a lot of funerals there must have heen! And
all those whom death’s angel killed on that dread-
ful night went inte the land of the great enemy.
death, there {o remain till the resurrection, at which
time they'll come forth to the scenes of carth once
more.

“Well, ar Jast Phuaraol scemed to be brought
Biz senses, for he called for Moses and Aaron and
said to them, "Go out from my people, and take all
the people with vou.  Take also vour flocks and
vour herds.” You see, Pharaoch was now afraid for
is own fife. He saw that God meant to deliver
w pemﬂf from his hands dnd that it was useless
for him to hold out against the Lord anv longer.
oo then, he permitted the people to go.

“Well, freedom 1s a great thing
chifdren of Terael were free ar last.

sOMme

¢

'

!l
Sl
it

And now the
Some years

ago, we had some fine putm ¢s that were shown in
different parts of the worll. They were called the
“Photo Drama of Creation.”  One of them showed

the Israelites mavching out of Egvpt. IHow they
were singing and shouting.  And there were many
thousands of them.  And they had their cattle and
their sheep and donkevs.  Oh, but 1t was a joviul
rrocession, 1 can tell vou.

ow the Lord was gmding the Israclites by a
pillar of cloud by day and a p]lhn of fire by night.
\od they marched down toward the Red Sea, and

cucaruped by the sea.

“Vou would think that King Pharaoh had Thad
enough of tryving to resist Godo would you not?

Well, at
e

seems that he handn’t had enough as ver.

{e was terribly angry 1o flunk that the Israelites
had managed o get away from him. and he thought
it would he a smart thing to follow after them,

Thev had no boats with which v cross the sea, and
tiiev could not swim acrvoss, so the KNing reasoned
1o himseif that 31 he ook his army and marched
down there, he would catch them and bring them
back o Teypr. It just goes to show how foolishhy

at times,
« the poor Tsraehites Took-

wicked peaple do act,
t(A\"‘)“\_‘

just fancy you

img back and seeing the grear army of Pharaoh
comyng after them.  What could they possibly do?
_\m\]m)g indecd ! Thew could not fight, for h(-y had

no weapons of

Thev could not turn back and
\

thev could not go ahead.  Thev were at their wits’
endd. But Moses said to them, “Now, just stand
«tilf and sece the salvation of God!

IR S k] T

streteh out his
And the Lord sent

told Moses 1o
rod over the son, and he did so.

The Toord then

o srrong wind which blew all that wight, and it
drove b the waters of the zea and left a kind of

{(Continued c¢n page 32)



A& DECREE TO RERUILD THE CITY

QUESTION: A time prophecy given us in Daniel
§:23-27 relative to the first advent of Christ indicates
that from the issuing eof a certain decree te the coming
of the Megsiah, would be 69 symbolic wesks, or 483
vears., It is claimed by some that this prophecy refers
to the decree issued by Cyrus. If this ig trog, wmld it
ean that the h '*m&a*u are wrong in ci
date of Cyruas’ decree to rehuild the e
em was the yesy J B. G.9 i
>ve that we cannot properly place ans
secular history im seeking to arrive at aceuvats
siens with respect to Bible chronolegy and B
prophecies?

ANSWER: Replving o the Jast part of the ques.
Don first, it seems to us that neither Bible chronology
nor Ribhical dme prophecies would be of the slighi'ect
ue to us apart from time measurements and
tovicel dates which are furnished us by secular
tory.  For example, we have no biblical record of the
lapse of vears from the first advent of Christ down
to the present time. Thus, while we mav succeed in
establishing the starting point of a given prophecy
upon the hasis of informasion given us in the Bible, if
that prophecy is 10 mean anything at all fo us, we

i
his.

must, at come point in the prophetic span. associate
it with dates furnished by secular history.  Anp ex-
ample of this is our dependence npon secular - history

to determine the date for the heginning of our Tord’s

ministry and the end of the 69th weck to '“Messiah
the Prince.”” (Luke 3:1-3, 21-23: 4:1.) Thus seen.
even this 69-week period would have Jittle meaning

for us entively apart from sceular history.  If the his-
torians cannot be relied upon to furnish us with reas-
onably accurate dates during the period just preced-
ing the first advent of Jesus, there is no reason to sup-
pose rthat their records covering the perind since the

h¢ st advent are reliahle.

True we should not permit the findings «f man, ner
the wisdom of man, (o offset the plain 1(*.1(1 ings of the
Pible, But when 'h?.\t“mf‘”’ and astronomerc alike
agrec on @ cormin date. as they do relative to the edic
of King Cyrus for the returning of the Jews to Pal-
cstine, we should be hesitant indeed (o sav that
arve all wrong, withoul a most careful examinarion of

—t
=)
o

the Biblical prophecies involved, to make sure thar
they are heing interpreted properly.
Now  according to vour question, the prophecy

which is suppesed (o prm’@ the hisrorians wrong rela-
tive o the return of the Tews to Palestine ie that of
Dlaniel 9:23-27. This is o time prophecy dating from
a vear in which a proclamation would be jas aed to re-

build the city of JG usalem, emphasizing specially the

e es

T In
: A
,i;zra 1 2—4. we are to}u of a decree {\mg
C}'rus. m the first year of his reign. cron was

ebuild the tes
nt difficulty

ple at Jerusalem. 3
"x‘wr‘f 15 i supposing tha
¢ the remple 1=
wae 1

a;y
i this di ree
the ose mentioned

- Danicl
L:~:/ S}'Iﬂb()]l(‘, weeks unto IV
1. indeed, the d'*(‘,rﬁﬂ mentioned by

icl, then, of course would prove that
de

ee.
cophet

e histerians
BoC And if ther
“not also be wrong
And this
all for determin-
am of time.

111(‘ e

1

are Wrong in g \mg 1h c
are wrong i {his,

e
why choulks
not covered by the
would mean that we have no b
ire where we are on the stre

i dates IptTes

refer

wis dgared

sheev of Dantel 92327
ce i Ad the femple
vrus? We Dbelicve not: and princpally for the
v obvious reacon 1"‘"1‘:. the \\'m‘din;{' of Damel’e pro-
©does not at all harmonize with the deeree je-
*\' Crvus. The prophecy which Galiricl gives ns
(hrovgh Daniel shows that the decree that woild m rk
the “(‘an“lg of the 69 weeks unto Messiah the Prine
vould call for the rebuilding of the ctrects and ‘rho
valls of the city of lerusalem: whercas Cyvrus' decree
was Jimited to the v€‘hﬂi‘-ﬂ5nv of the temple. Uy
we wish fo add ¢ cr take avay or (‘l.(mgn these Gind-
given records, we nn*it comclade thar the decree of
Cyrus does not cover the statement in conmection with
Deniel’s prophecy.
should wish 1o inject mere human reasoning
mto the interpretation of Cyvrus' deeree, we might con-
clude that as. according to the record. some 40,6097
Jews and their attendants, singers, ete.. returned to
Canaan as a result of the order to rebuild the temple.
this would necessarily involve the rebuilding of the
oitveo also. (Tizr. 2:64. 65 Human reasoning migln
sax that surely all these thrm sands of souls w rm]d need
houses in which te Jive, ete. But, do the Scriptures
We think not,
dab 74 @ record of conditions in the cit
many years suhs <qnem to the decren nf
states rhat at that time “the people were few
and the houees were rot Tmildcd." Bur what
ecame of the many thousands who returnesd under
decrec of Cyrus? come mav ask,  Fazra 337 and
weminh 1101, 2 indicate that only o small
1 resided in Jerusalem, while the re-
o scattered throughout the swrrounding
towns and strvside. Thus the Scriptures them-
selves remove any doubts on the subj(‘ct, as well as alf
cupposition of \“]xa might have been, or could have
heen. and we are faced with the definite fact tha:
vears affer the decree of Cyrus to rebuild the

Bt

If we

sapport such ren %()liiﬂ”‘i?
I'm Nel

of ,('\“'<u1< m

Crrs,

and 20

many
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temple at Jerusalem, the city stself still was in rums,
with no definite and authorized commuission to rebuild
the city's protective wall, thus reestablishing it.

In the 20th year of Artaxerxes, which was some
52 years subsequent to the edict of C)‘rux‘ Nehemiah
iz recorded as saying to this king, “\Why should not
my countenance be sad, when the city, the pldce ol my
father’s sepulchres, 11eth waste, and the gates thereot
are consumed with fire? And the king s said unto me,
For what dost thou make request? So T prayed to
the God of heaven. And T said, 1f it please the king,
and il thy servant have jound favor in thy sight, that
thow wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of
my fathers’ sepulchres, that | mav build i7" Artax-
erxes granted Nehemiah the avthoriny he requested.
and he at once embarked upon the grear w ader L(J\mn
of rebuilding the city and walls of Jerusalem. The
bonk of Nehenuah goes mto much detaﬂ as to how
ﬂ‘n work was carred out, 'lezxrhp en., thi is marks

[N

e ostarting point of ihe 70-weeks 1)“"1(’1 of Danel
©:23-27. and not the date of the edic f vrus.
As i to (111] the fact that the decree of Cyrus

n]\mu]] to re-

to rebuild the ter 111; did not er
i : >d an account in
o

include
lmﬂd ‘he Qmirc' she

are {urnis

]

the 4th chapter in which we are wold of a
complamt thal was sent 10 Kinq Ahasuerus, protest-
mg st the attempt wh acl’s enemies claimed

d the city. (See Flzra 4:13, 160
A ,Jnm(n })10@51’ Vs .(11(,1‘ sent to Artaxerxes whice
esaited 1 his issumg the following command, “Give
ye now C(mnn mdmr’)t to cause ‘he\‘r men to cease
T

wiitil m:oi/:m' rmmnam/mmzf
(Ezra 4:21.)

-:h:x.l! he given from me.”
Thus we have hrought hefore us the
necessity for Anaxerxes later decree m which hie re-
verses his position and grants permission to Nehe-
mial to rebuild the city and the city walls, which uri-

41 then, continued {0 lie waste,

On account of Artaxerxes’ commandment to cease
building the city, the enemies of the Jews rushed m
and compelled them to cease work cven on the temple
nself,  This evidently was a trick on the part of Is-
racl’s enemics. No doubt they knew of Cyrus’ decrec
to rebuild the temple, and that they had no legal right
to interfere with what the Jews actually were doing.
But they measurably misrepresented the facts, got a
decrec from the king to cease building the city. and
usad this to interiere with the werk of rebuilding the
temple, which was principally the work heing done at
the time. That Jegally they could not have stopped
the work of huilding the temple had all the facts been
known bv Artaxerxes is apparent from the account of
Forra 5:33-17: 6:1-8 14, 15 But in order for the
city itsell to huitt, the decree of Artaxerxes 1o
Nehemiah was necessary, and clearly it is this deeree

cleariy

that s mentioned in Daniel 9:23-27) for it is the (ml
eme that fits the deseription of Daniel's prophecy.
The JTews may have been mizaking some attempt o

at this time. bt withesut

as the record so cleariy

rebuwild the
authority,

ity certainly

shows.
Some seem to ha

4

phecy of Tsaiah 44:28;

Ve ¢ Ii*"'ﬁ('ult'\' 11:1(1(‘1':<randmg the pro-
45:1. 13, supposing it to refer
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exclusively to the decree issued by Cyrus. Verse 28
of the 44th chapter reads, ““That saith of Cyrus, He is
My shepherd, and shall perform all My pleasure; even
saying to Jerusalem. Thou shalt be built; and to the
t(mp]e, Thy foundation shall be laid.” It should be
noted that 1t isn’t Cyrus that is accredited with saying
ta ferusalem, “Thou shalt be built,” but the Lord. Be-
ginning back n the 24th verse 01 this chapter, the
Lord begins to enunierate many things for which He,
Mimself, is responsible——mighty acts which He per-
forms, and commands which He gives. Verse 27, for
example, tells us that God “ ‘zu'th to the deep, Be dry,
and T will dry up thy rivers.”  This same God also
savs of Cyrus, “He is My shophcrd, and shall per-
form all My pleasure.” The account continues by re-
nanding 1 us that this great God, “even” savs to “Jer-
vaalem, Thon shalt be bmh.

Verse 13 of the 25th chapter has been used by some
1o prove that Cyrus was the one responsible for build
ing the city of Jerusalem, hence that his decree prop-
i marks the beginning of the 70-wecks period. Tt
veads, “T have raised him up in righteousness, and J
will direct all his ways: he shall build my city, and he
shall let oo my ca}ti\'es‘ not for price nor reward,
saith the Lord of hosts.”  The Hebrew word here
rransiated - cit_\.’ is o 1t signifies, ]ileraﬂﬁ‘ a walled

piace. The sone word 1s rendered “eourt™ in 2 Kings
20, 1“1« the Hebrew word o usually refers to a

walled city, bud thc fact that at least in one instance it
unguestionably applies to the place enclosed by the
court walls of the temple. gives us the privilege of un-
derstanding this passage in harmony with the decrec
that actually was issued by Cyvrus, namelv, to rebuild
the temple.

And then too. there is quite a possibility that the
grinci]rl application of Isaial's prophecy above quoted
1= 10 the antitvpical Cyrus, the Messiah, Many thines
about the prophecy seem to indicate this. God calls
oy s “shiephierd”” Cyrus was used of the Tord
i mited way, bat he could hardly be said to b the
Toord’s shepherd.  The statement, “1 have raised hint
ur in vighteousness, and will direct all his paths,” is
vw'mi.}]‘ true of Christ, but it is hard to see how it
could be true in the full sense of King Cyrus.. Verse
17 of this same chapter. continuing the narrative of
Tsracl's deliverance, savs., “Duar Israel shall he saved
in the Lord with an everlasting selvation: thou shalt
not be ashamed nor (fmmumlul vorld without end.”
This was not true in comnection with Israel's re-
turn to Caanan under the decree of Cyrus: but it will
Lo true when they are finally restored to their own
land by the antitypical Cyrus, the King of kings and
Ford of Tords.

Another reason why it seerms reasonahle 1o conelude
that Tsaiali’s prophecy concerning Cyrus has more par-
ticudar reference to Christ, is the fact that it is noi
menttoned in connecton with the decvee thar was is-
Ning Cyrus of the Medes and Dersians
wheveas we are told in Fara 107 that his decree toas
i nudfilmest of 1he prophecy given by Jeremiah., Does
not this zcen 1o be the s way ol telling us thar
the real fulfilment of Isaiah's propheey concerning

sted by
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“Cyrus,” His “Shepherd,” is at the time of the estab-
lishment of the Messianic Kingdom, under the dircc-
tion of the antitypical C\"u<»~that this is the reason
He ignores it when recording the circumstances in
connection with Cyrus’ decrec to rebuild the temple”

To summarize, then. we find that the city of Jer-
usalem was not built under Cyrus’ decree; heing pro-
hihited becanse his command did not cover that point
But. a special commission was given to Nehemiah cov-
ering this particular work; and given, too. at a time
when the rebuilding of the city would have been an
impossibility without this special commission. That
tliis is the true date for ihe beginning of the 70-weeks
period s hence that there is no necessity for changing
the historical he first vear of Cyrus. This

March

date of th
means then that there is nn need for taking 82 vears
out of the chronology. 1t is alzo juteresting to note
that Dr. Hale, and other historians, give the date 454
5. C.. as the true one {nr Nehemizh's commission,
which makes the 70-wecks period harmonize exactly
with the Scriptural records concerning the date of
Jesus baptism, death. etc.

,
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& SUPPOSITION
THAT BIBN'T COME TRUE

QUESTION: In the Watch Tower Reprints, page
368, we read the following statement by the pen of
Brother Russell: ‘‘But let us suppose a case far from
cur expectations: Suppose that A. D. 1915 should pass
with the world’s affairs all serene and with evidence
that the ‘very elect’ had not all heen ‘changed,’ and
without the restoration of natural Israel to favor un-
der the New (Govenant. What then? Would not that
prove onur chronology wrong? VYes, surely!’’ In view
of this opinjon, as expressed by Brother Russell,
should not all Bible Students teday discard what they
cnce believed to be the true chroneclogy?

ANSWIER: No real student of the Bible should
he willing 1o either accept or reject any supposed
item of truth stimply upon the basis of an opinion ex-
vressed by Brother Russell. Whether the chronology
that i still accepted by the vast majerity of Bible
Stadents is the true chronology or not should he de-
cided only upon the basis of whether or nor it is in
harmony with the Seriptures.  The Rible should he
the nnal all truth. On the other hand, the
<eoin point does not seem to call for a rejection of

test of

ouar chronology, even apart from its sure Scriptural
feundation. Rather, it seems to us that Brother
Russell's supposition of the possible failure of the

chronology,
of, proves

and what should he done in Heu there-
to the contrary of what the questioner
has indicated as being his view.

For example, he says, “Suppose thar A, D. 1913
should pass with the world's affairs all serene.,” Who
would undertake to claim that 1914 did bass with
the world's affairs remaining “all serene” > Not only

29

were world affairs all upser in 1914, but they have
continued 10 be ever since. So great was the up-
heaval which began in 1914 that now secular writers
and others whao express their opinions publicly, fre-
quently refer to pre-war times as the “old world” to
which we can never return.  Great and powertul
kingdoms have fallen. Kings have lost their thrones,
chaos, distress, fear, have stalked up and down in
the earth. Yearly the trouble incrcases, while the
nations vainly endeavor, through increase of arms,
to frighten each other into submission, hoping thus
to avert the coming cataclysm which most thinkers
freely admit will completely wreck what is left of
civilization. No. the world did not continue to go ser-
enelv on when the Gentile Times ended in 1914,
But how abour the “very elect”™ all heing changed
at that time? you may ask.  Here is a point on which
rother Russell found that he needed to adjust His
understanding. It was taken for granted, with no
an]m ral proof to support the thought. that the end

ol the Gentile Times would necessarily mark the
close of the church’s career in the flesh.  But the
Gentile Times had to do with a lease of pmvm grant-

el 1o Gentile nations and with a period of pumsh—
ment upon natural Tsrael, and not with the length of
time the church was to remain this side the veil. So
there 1s no need to seck for a new chironology on
this score. In fact, Brother Russell himseli reached
the conclusion that it should not have been necessary
to think that the harvest period and the Gentile
Times must end at the same time.

And how abowr the restoration of Israel under the
New Covenant? The only adjustment necessary on
this point s to note the fact that time measurcments
of the Bible usually poim out the hegiuning of events
and not their conclusion. Tn view of the manner in
which Palestine has been opened up to the }e\\'s as
a result of events which marked the end of the Gen-
tile Times, who can say that God has not been work-
ing for His people in a manner that e had not
done since they were cast off from His favor because
of unbelief? Our only difficulty is in {atling to real-
ize that a few vears with God is not n“'v'lv so long
a period as it seems to be to us, Dark-age theologv
had all prophetic evenis culminate in a Z4-hour day.
and somerimes we need to fight 1::&111\1 the tendency
to revert to a shortsighted viewpoint of this kind.

With the ending of the Gentile Times in 1914
came a sadden upheaval of world affairs which start-
e the nations on the road to ruin. None of these
Gentle nations have heen able to bring hack what
they term a condition of normaley.  Coincident with
the gradual destruction of the world, has also been a
most remarkable change i the affairs of natural

Shall we then

Isracl, just as we should expect it.
gav that our chronology is all wrong simply hecause
Christ’'s Kingdom is not vet fully established and
unjversal peace reigning upon the carth?  Surely this
would be very unwise. let us rather rejoice in the
many evidences around us that we are. indeed, living

in the day of the Lord.
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CREATION

atr old—so VERY old,
And vet eternal wouth is wine,
For hours and davs and wonths and vears
Arve meant for finite minds, T need them not.
¥or me, the cluek of ages does not stvike.
The scasons and theiy moons
Can never measnre what T eall RTERNITY!

rom molten mass 1 whirled through space, an ORB.
Another and another, and a MILLION more.
Within my hand lay golden dusi—

T flung 1t WIDE T fiung it,

And et v oword those ecolden fragments

Mwingine, hung--and elistencd there.
Al BRAUTITUL. T évied. and called themn stars,

Aeain 1 osaid, have light., GREAT LIGHT!
Again T hwded gold five,

Dyilliant, vellow, solid, wvasi,

And even while T saw it there,

and Telt afs warmth and beheld

its dmpenetvable hghi, T eried,

Thou art the SUN!

And while vou shine, I eall it day,

And vou shall warm and bless and heal,

And germinate swmalll tiny things hid in my world.
As seon as 1t is made.

Then 1 ereated earth.

in my delight 1 threw again

Soft silver, and 1t swung among the stavs,

As T bebeld, T osaid, O Jovely woon.

I drew a curtain over earth,

And ealled 1t night.

JRIRRRN

Sooearth formed with frmament arvound.

i breathed a spirit breath

Across the waters of the deep. And then!

Amidst the turbulence of flowing tides,

Oy “neath the miacidness of lakes,

Hid in the mountain fastnesses there moved

A multitude of ereatures great and small.

MORTE life. T evied, MORTE life T want upon the earth.
Taressinely T tonched me world and lo!
There crawled and leaped and ran

Reasts of the field, and bivds of air. aud
Ard ALL had lfe!

] cand sardy s most good !

And yet, » GRANDER mivacle shall come.
For with my mighty power I'11 make an,
Greater than all the ereatures that exist
in sea, and all that live upon the land.

A living, breathing, TTUMAN SOUL!

Was

finy mites,

I o=anw

Cupped inomy Lands T took the soil

Trows off the face of my great earth

And from itz clements o MANW

In wine own image made.

And lest this wondrous ereature louely be.

I made annther soul most lovely to behold,

As delicate and graceful as the flowers

That bloomed within the garden round these two.
Lesser in strength she was, and thiz was good,
That she to man for gwidance might repair,
And he be her profector alwavs.

1 called this beauteous creature WOMAN.
Within a porfeet garden placed T them,

A garden filled with every goodly thing,

Of beast and bird, of fruit and flower fair,
And called this PARADISE.

The CREATION of my universel

How heantiful to behold in all ifs elory!
Wheels within wheels, and worlds aronnd worlds,
Spinming in perfect unison.

Sunlicht {o cheer and moonlieht to caress
The sleeping earth.

Stardust sprinkled a-down a milkv-war,

And planets suspended like jewels

In the blackness of the night.

Byeczes to kise the tree-tops,

And bivd songs thrilling the heart of man
Through kindly davs.

The lordly Lion to stalk the monntain sides.
And tender lambs to rest beneath a purple pool,
And among these all to dwell MAN!
Magnificent in his perfection,

With constantly at his side his tender wmafe,
So gentle and so fair.

MY CREATION! The jov of my inmost being.

1 ¢hall alwavs enjoy these perfeet works,

Dhwelling, as I do in lght divine

Forever and forever,

For—{ AM GOD!

—A. K. R., Calif.

THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES

The Divine Plan of the Ages will ever remain the
standard present-truth text hook. Though published
ortginally more than half a centwry ago, it is still up
to date, and vibrant with the living message of the Mes-
slavie vospel. Whatever other literature may bhe used
fo ntroduce the fruth, whether fracts, or booklets.
those whoe hecome intevested will nltimately need The
Divine Plan of the Ages in order to obtain a clear, de-
tailed knowledge of the divine purpose.

We have o new, standard edition of The Divine Plan
of the Ages, bound in blne eloth, stamped in gold.
These are priced at D0 cents the single eopy, postpaid;
m lots of ten, 30 cents cach, postage extra. Write
for special colporienr prices.

3-months free trial subscriptions to The Dawn are
<t recepted. free—-paid for by oa zpecial {und pro-
vided Tor the purpose.



MORE ABOUT KINGDOM CARDS

THI2 distribution of Kingdom Cards, both by mail
and from door to door, is proving to he a very ef-
fective means of bearing witness to the truth. We
arc indeed grateful that our British brethren called
this form of witness work to our attention. The re-
sults in America have, in most instances, exceeded
expectations.  Brother P. AL Gates, of Memphis,
Tennessee, writes us as follows concerning results
abtained from mailing out the “consolation” cards:

" No doubt von will be interested in knowing we ave
receiving  very enconraging results from  our mailing
of the cards. For instance. out of the first 664 cards
niailed, we have yeceived 55 requests for the bhooklet,
ar an average of aboul one reguest to each twelve cards
mailed out. We received eight requests vesterdav
and seven foday, which we feel is quite enconraging.

“We seenre the names and addresses from the death
notices contained in the two daily newspapers. These
nofices most always give a list of surviving relatives,
and such notices cover deaths oeenrring vot only in
Memphis, but throughout thiz territory. hence we have
been able to veach many persons living in the smaller
eifies and towns near bere: many of whem no donbt
have not nreviously heard the *present frath’ message.
The reguests have not only come from within the City
of Memphis, but from other points in this state. as well
as from Mississippi, Arkansas, Missonri, Nentueky,
Mabama, Louisiana and Texas.

©We realize, of course, that the foregoing does not
represent a cgreat work,” hut it does vepresent an op-
portunity to continue owr efforts to publish the ‘glad
tidings of great jov which shall he unto all people,’
and we rejoice in the privilege, knowing the dear Lord
will make such use of it as scemeth to Him best. and
that e does not hold us responsible for the results
chtained. but rather for the effort put forth. We shall
appreeiate an intferest in vonr pravers, and with all
good wishes, T am, vour fellow servant in the Loud,”’

—P. A, Gates

It should not be expected thar the distribution of
these cards will always bring such a generous re-
sponse as Brother Gates reports in the above letter,
and the friends who do obtam much smaller results
should not feel discouraged. In practically every in-
stance. however, the distribution of Kingdom Cards
has brought better vesults than the distribution of
an equal number of tracts,

One of the interesting things about this method of
preachmg the truth is that many are able to have

some share in it who otherwise might nor And any
opportunity to serve. A brother or sister, cven
though 1solated, or perhaps “shut in” because of age
or infirmity, if able to address a card and pur a stamp
on it, can share in this service. On the other hand.
i is also an effort that a whole class may participate
in, especially in the larger cities. Committees may
he appointed to gather the addresses from the obit-
uary lists in the daily papers and to see that the cards
arc addressed, while the whole class cooperates in
providing the necessary postage, etc,

In speaking of the Kingdom Cards Jast month we
made the observation thar as a rule an out-of-fown
address to which reqguests for literature are to he
mailed is better than a local address. The cxper-
ience of Brother Gates is contrary to this, as he
uses his own address.  We are prepared to furnish
the “Consolation” cards either with The Dawn ad-
dress, or else with no address, to be filled in as de-
sired. Tt may be that a personal signaturce and ad-
dress on a card of this kind is the best. The fore-
going has to do with the “Consolation”™ cards: which.
in everv instance 1s sent through the mail.  The
other Kingdom Cards, namely the “‘Democracy” and
“Plan” cards, are also proving to be productive of
encouraging resulte. These are destigned either to be
distributed from door to door, like tracts, or mailed
ta addresses scecured from telephone directories and
other sources.  Individuals or classes desiring names
and addresses of possible Interested persons. will
and the distribution of these cards an excellent meth-
nd of obtaining them.

Tn one city 70 names were secured. divectly or n-
directlv. as a vesult of the distribution of Kingdom:
Cards. The friends calling on these names discovered
that a number of them were old-time Bible Srudents.
Others also were much micrested in the message.  In
another cityv a class has been started as a result of
the distribution of Kingdom Cards.  We mention
these encouraging jtems. not to give the thought tha
all the irtends will meer with equal success. but mere-
vt show that the lord ie¢ blessimg this form of

>

SOTVICE.
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N
REFRESHED BY THE OLD TRUTH

ST

THERE is no power in the Chrisnan life quite
cqual 10 that of the gospel of Christ—rhe Messianic
Gospel. (Roni 1:16.)  In the harmony of the divine
plan of the ages thousands of Bible Students have
found thar glorious gospel ser forth m a clear, un-

1
derstandable manner which rejoices their hearts and
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mspires them to present themselves n full consecra-
tion to the Lord. To Tcome mnto the truth”™ has been
a blessed experience in the lives of these, and what
wonder that many of them have been disheartened
through efforts to sct aside the simplicity of the truth
and substitute thereior that which in the long run
can prove naught but “rables.”  And how encourag-
mg it is to realize that many of these discouraged
ones are pow being revived by the same truth that
ariginally was so precious to them. The following
letter, from one of these, tells of the joys received in
returning to the simple doctrines of the divine plan:

1 amn sending, on separate sheet, a few names to
whonm bowish von o send sowme eoples of The Dawn.
would ke them to have some of the num-
hors as far back as Qctober 1437, Aboul that tune 1
heoan receiving The Dawn. T amm now a subscriber,
ared ean havdly wait for the next one to come—just

Jike T used to long for the Watch Towers, yvears ago.

Tt possible

*Tioseems to me The Davwn caune in answer to a long-
e T ohave had inomy heart Jor the last vear or more,
for that old fellowship that was on=e o sweet, and to
vead a real nessage of tealls enee more on the Ransom,
N Offering, Reswrrection. Restitution, and other fun-
damental doctrmes that ave so dear to the truth lover.

for the past fifteen vears or more, 1 have
more diffieudt {o enter into the work
1 have been conecerned and
that it must he my
it I have not

Gradually,
found it more and
with zeal and enthusiasn.
worried shont it

fault. 1 aw heeniming fo

mueh, thinking

wonder now

heen gradually stavvine to death for lack of strong
meat and sodvitaal feod. At any rate, this winter 1
have been reading the original volumes and Tower

along with The Dawn, and it has been like
fromn a pure fountain of water after
a irip across the desert.

Renvints,

a refreshimg drink

3D ean arranee some business affairs 1 have in
wind T want to attend the eonvention in Los Angeles

The Dawn

i Judyv—the Lord willing. 1 do so long for real fel-
lowship with the Lord’s people, and fruly feel that T
wowrd like to render service to the Master if T just
kuew what was pleasing to im, I ean’t help feeling
hat there ave many hungry hearts here and there, and
that the Good Shepherds will vet gather them into one
fold, from which there will be no more straving.

am thie only one in this section
receiving The Dawn,  1f theve ave others in these parts,
could yon give me their names and addresses?  May
the Lovrd trady guide 2] 1lis scatltered sheep that are
scarred and bleeding and Jonging for the truth that
was formerly so precious to them. It is more than

S Tomy knowledge

tweniv-five vears sinee 1 fyst found the truth. Your
heother in trath and in Chyistian fellowship, ™
—Irank B. Tattle, Idaho.

i:i)(‘f:

PRESENT USE OF ADVERTISING FUND

The advertising of truth Iiterature in national mag-
and newspapers has been productive of good
reatlts, hut a measure of the effectiveness of this
forme of service 18 Jost through mahility to contacy,
personally, many who w"mnd tu the advertisements.
Due to the manner in w ln(‘h God has so abundantly
Blessed the efforts of Brother Zahnow and others in
reaching our brethven by means of advertised meet-
mgs, we have thought it best. for the time being at
icast, to use the advertising fund for this form of ad-
vertising ; using small amounts also, where necessary,
jfor the hiring of halls in which to hold the meetings.
A careful comparison indicates that the use of funds
m the latter ways is productive of much better re-
sults, proportionately, than the former method. This
shoht change, of course, is made. subject to the con-
et of those whase special contributions to the ad-
vertising fund mav be represented in the unused
porton thereof.

azines

CHILDREN’S HOUR
(Continued from page 26)
right across 1o the other side.

The Bible

sand Dar

savs there was a wall on cither hund, but that word
‘wall” i the Hebrew language really means “pro-
tection.”  You see, there was water on both sides of

the dry place. and it was a protection,

“Well. the people marched right across the sca,
and mind you, Pharaoh the King actually followed
them. Then. when the Tsraclites were safelv across
on the other side, the T.ord changed the direction
of the wind and blew the waters hack. and Pharaoh
and all his host were overtaken hv the power of
the sea and were washed away and drowned.  So
that was the end of them. Of course, the Tsraclites
rejoiced greatly, for the Lord their God had taken
carc of them as He had q\mmz.\ed to do. In some
wav. or other, He alwavs takes care of iz own
people: though He may permit them to suffer for o
time. When the New Age comes to the world, the
Bible tells us that ‘The righteous shall inheric the
fand, and dwell therein for " >

cver.

VEST-POCKET BOOKLETS

These little hooklets are proving to be very popular
moong the friends for use 1 witness work: both be-
cause of their convenient size, as well as thelr small
cost. The following are now available: ~“God and
Reason,” **What 1< Man.”" **The Dav of Jehovah,”
and ~Hoene Bevond the Grave.'” These hooklets are
priced at 5 ocents cach, Tlive eopies each of all four
for 81, Gef a supply Tor ready use: or for vour class
ooy table.

ZIONISM IN PROPHECY
This hooklet was prepared specially as & message
i comfort to the Jews and has had & wide eirenlation
anougr thein, both m Amertea and in Buvope. It has
alze proved to he vervy eoffective az a means of infro-
ducine the trath to Gentiles. Tts review of the fualfil-
vient of Bible prophecics avouses interest and a desire
for farther information. Sinele capies are 20 cents:
=1 procures 7 conies, postpaid: and in iots of Afiy or
ave 10 cents 0""1.. carvinge chavges co ]e(tf.

THE DAWN. 136 Fulton Street., BROOKLYN, N, V.
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“GOOD HOPES”

(Months of October, November, and December, 1937)

FOR the benefit of new readers we wish to ex-
plain that the method of listing each donation of $5
or more i connection with @ key number has been
adopred for the purpose of giving all contributors the
opportunity - of noting whether their contributions
have heen reccived and properlhy accounted for in
harmony  with their expressed wishes: these key
numbers heing on the receipts sent to contributors
when denations are acknowledged.  The first item
Isted in each Fund includes all donations wunder $5.

FREE TRACT FUND

AT-405-ATA481 L, $ 29.33
B 5.00
1460 e 5.00
L4601 7.00
1462 10.00
1464 oo 10.00
1480 120.78
Balance October 1T ... . . . . . . ... (1.86
Transterred from General Fund ............ 400.00
Total oo $648.07
Total number of fract paces of free literature
of varions kinds sent ont and charged agains
fund, 707,449,
Total cost of printing and shipping .. $328.92
Valanee . .. o $120.75
FREE SUBSCRIPTION FUND
EAO6-F5-100 0o $ 3.00
S 7.00
-0 25.00
Balavee October 1 ... o 0 0 . 19.85
Trans<ferved from Geneval Tand ........... .. 250.00
Total ... $304.85
Number of 3-months suhseviptions charged to
this fund, 475 at 25¢ each: £118.75. Number
of smmmal subseriptions charged to this fund,
01 ai #1 each: $£94.00,
Total chavee ... o §$212.75
Balanee oo % 9210

ADVERTISING FUND

This fund stands the same as veported Qetober
1 last, See © Talking Things Over for fnrther
mtformation,
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REPORT
TRAVELING SPEAKERS FUND
('3-5381-0'83-987 ... 43350 3-959.............. 5.00
3HT6 5.00 3-962............ .. 5.00
A 5.00 3-968.............. 5.00
3-DT8 L 5.00 3973 ... .. ... 5.00
GDTH 10,00 3-975. ... ... 5.00
3H80 6.00 B.978.............. 5.00
3084 . 5.00 3-980. ... ... .. 20.00
SB85 0 Lo 5.00 3-981.............. 10.00
D88 10,00 3-984.............. 10.00
3-89 oo 5.00 3-985.............. 5.00
1 5.00 Bal, Oct. 1 ... ..., 57.45
............ 5.00  Transferred ....... 125.00
............ 10.00
Total ... . . $386.95
Traveling Expenses of Speakers ... ... 290.79
Balance ..o $ 96.16
Number of class meefings served, 179: total
attendance, 5,075
Number of public mectings served. 14: fotal
altendance, 1,889,

GENERAL FUND
FH1224.196-1316 0 . .$91.21 6-1276.. ... ... ... $ 50.00
G-1227 1250 6-1277............. 20.00
G3230 L. T.60 61279, ... ... ... 5.00
C1231 L 14.00 6-1283............. 510
G-1236 ... ... 500 G12R84............. 14.00
61237 L 500 6-1286............. 19.00
G-1239 L. 5000 GI287............. 5.00
61241 L. 10,00 6-1288............. 10.00
¢1242 0 0000 1000 6-1290............. 15.00
G-1243 ... L. 7.00 G290, .. ... ..., 5.00
6-1244 ... ... ... 25.00 6-1293............. 5.00
61245 .. 20.00 61294, ............ 5.00
G-1247 L 5,00 61205, ..., ... 10.00
6-12500 ... ... 25.00 6-1208............. 5.00
G251 ... 10.00 613000 ............ 10.00
6-1252 .. 5.00 61308............. 25.00
01254 L. 40.00 61300, . ... ... 5.00
G255 ... 7.60 6-1312............. 64.42
G-1256 ..., ... 10,00 6-1313............. 10.00
81239 oL 10.00 6-1314............. 90.00
61261 . ... 500 64315, ........ ..., 5.00
€268 ... ... 95.00 TBal. Oct. 1 ....... 263.67
G-1265 ... ... ... 9.00 —
G269 L. 1000 Total ...........$1109.10
61274 oL 10,00 Transferred . ... .. 775.00
GA275 L. 25.00 —

Balance ... .. . $334.10



To Us the Seriptures Clearlp Teach

That the Church is ‘“the Temple of the Living God’’
—peculiarly ““His workmanship’’; that its construc-
tion has been in progress throughout the Gospel age—
ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and
the chief corner stone of this Temple, throngh which,
when flnished, God’s blessings shall come ‘“to all peo-
ple,”’ and thev find access te Fim~—1 Cor, 3:16,17:
Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:20.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polishing,
of conseerated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin,
progresses; and when the last of these “*living stones,’’
““elect and preciouns,’”’” shall have been made ready, the
creat Master Workman will bring ali together in the
First Resurrection: and the Temnple shall be filled with
His ¢lory, and be the meeting pluee hetween God and
men throughout the Millenninm.—Rev. 15:5-8,

That the Basis of Hope for the Church and the
World, lies in the faet that ““Jesus Christ, by the grace
of God, tasted death for cvery man.’’ “‘a ransom for
all,”’ and will be “*the true lioht which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world,”’ ““in due time’?—
Heb. 2:9; John 1:9: 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.

That the Hope of the Chureh is that she may he like
her Lord, ‘‘see Him as He 1s,”” be a ““partaker of the
divine nature,”’ and share His <lory as Hig joint-heir.
—1 John 3:2; John 17:24: Ronmi. 8:37: 2 Pet. 1:4.

That the present mission of the Chureh is the per
fecting of the saints for the future work of service; to
develop in herself every grace: to he God’s witness to
the world: and to prepare to be the kinme and priests
of the next age~—~Eph 4:12: Mait. 24:14: Rev. 1:6;
20:6.

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings of
knowledge and opportunity te be brought to all by
Christ’s Millennial Kingdow—rthe restitution of all
that was Jost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient,
at the hands of their Redeemer and THis glorified
Churech—when all the wilfully wicked will be destroved.
—Aects 3:19-23; Isaiah 35




