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HIGHLIGHTS OF D1`1W	
SEED OF PROMISE SERIE S

The Last Days' Gatherin g

Article IV

"The Lord shall scatter you among the nations, and ye shal l
be left few in number among the heathen, whither the Lord
shall lead you . . . . But if from thence thou shalt seek the
Lord thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with al l
thy heart and with all thy soul . When thou art in tribulation ,
and all these things are come upon thee, even in the latte r
days, if thou turn to the Lord thy God, and shalt be obedien t
unto his voice ; (For the Lord thy God is a merciful God ;) he
will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the cove-
nant of thy fathers which he sware unto them ."—Deuteronomy
4:27, 29-3 1

THE Jewish people, and the unusual experiences through which
they have passed during the lifetime of the present generation ,
constitute one of the greatest living testimonies to the divine
inspiration of the Bible. The fact that these natural descendant s
of Abraham have through the centuries maintained a separate-
ness from the Gentile world, not permitting themselves to be -
come assimilated, but have maintained the purity of their race ,
and have held on to their religious concepts, is a testimony of
God's keeping power over them.

The Israelites were recognized by God as a people followin g
the death of Jacob, his twelve sons and their families formin g
the nucleus of the Jewish nation. While God was mindful o f
his people even in their Egyptian bondage, he did not begin t o
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deal with them particularly until the time of the Exodus : Then
he appointed Moses to be their leader, deliverer, and lawgiver .

During the wilderness journey God was displeased with th e
rebellious attitude of this people, and announced that he pro-
posed to destroy them and build a new nation, with Moses a s
its head. Moses interceded for the Israelites, relating to the
Lord that if he destroyed this people his glory would fade in
the eyes of the Egyptians and other heathen nations whic h
knew of the miracles associated with the Exodus, and of those
performed in the wilderness .—Num. 14:11-2 1

God loved Moses, and it does not seem unreasonable to con-
clude that his prayer for the preservation of the Israelites as
a people was not only favorably heard under those immediate
circumstances in the wilderness, but in principle has had a
fulfilment throughout the many centuries since . Certainly Go d
has been the preserver of his people, and when all the trut h
concerning his keeping power is known by the nations, it will
be one of the contributing factors in filling the earth with his
glory .—Num. 14 :2 1

Moses' prophecy that the Israelites, who were soon to ente r
the land under the leadership of Joshua, would later be drive n
from it, has had more than one fulfilment. Prior to what th e
Jewish people themselves refer to as the Diaspora, the Disper-
sion, the longest period they were kept out of the Promise d
Land was during their seventy years captivity in Babylon. Under
a decree issued by King Cyrus of Persia they were permitte d
to return to their land at the close of the seventy years, although
they did not regain their national independence .

They were still a subject people when Jesus came and pre-
sented himself to them as their Messiah . In A. D. 70-73 Jerusalem
was destroyed, and a world-wide scattering of the Israelites
began, and not until the days of our generation have thes e
people enjoyed any worthwhile rights in the land which God
promised to their fathers as an everlasting possession . Now at
least a part of the Promised Land officially belongs to the
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Israelites, and they have regained their national status as a free
nation among nations. We believe that this is in fulfilment of
prophecy, and is a definite indication that we are living in the
"latter days" mentioned by Moses in our text.
The Prophetic Testimony

ONE of the promises which God made to Abraham was that
he and his children should possess the land of Palestine . In
Acts 7 :4, 5 Stephen reminds us of this, and calls our attention
to the fact that so far as Abraham personally was concerned he
never did actually possess any of the land of promise . While
Stephen did not carry this thought to its logical conclusion ,
it is obvious that if Abraham is ever to enter into the inheritanc e
of the Land of Promise he will have to be raised from the dead .
The Scriptures assure us that this will be done when, as on e
of the faithful "fathers" of Israel, he will be given life throug h
Christ, and made one of the "princes in all the earth."-Ps. 45 :16

The Scriptures also point out that when the due time woul d
approach for Abraham to be raised from the dead, the Lor d
would restore to the Land of Promise his natural descendants
then living, at least a generous representative group of them.
We believe that this is the explanation of what has been occur -
ring in Palestine during recent years .

One of the definite promises of God to restore the Israelites
to the Promised Land is the one recorded in Jeremiah 16 :14-18 .
Verses 14 and 15 read, "Therefore, behold, the days come ,
saith the Lord, that it shall no more be said, The Lord liveth ,
that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt ;
but, The Lord liveth, that brought up the children of Israe l
from the land of the north, and from all the lands whither he
had driven them: and I will bring them again into their land
that I gave unto their fathers . "

The next two verses reveal that when the time should com e
for this restoration of the Israelites to the Land of Promise the y
would not be ready for it, and would not, at first, willingly an d
wholeheartedly co-operate . We quote : "Behold, I will send for
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many fishers, saith the Lord, and they shall fish them, and afte r
will I send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them fro m
every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of th e
rocks. For mine eyes are upon all their ways : they are not hid
from my face, neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes . "

It is evident that the Israelites here referred to are not of
the class described by Paul in the 11th chapter of Hebrews ,
those faithful ones who "obtained a good report through faith "
and who will be brought forth to perfection of human nature
in the "better resurrection ." (Heb. 11 :35, 39, 40) This faithful ,
elect class of natural Israel will come forth to be made "princes "
in the messianic kingdom, while these others are assured merely
a restoration to the land, and an opportunity, through belief
and obedience, to attain everlasting human life .

The Lord explains, however, that even this could not be don e
until "first" he recompenses "their iniquity and their si n
double," because, as he explains, "they have defiled my land ,
they have filled mine inheritance with the carcasses of their
detestable and abominable things." (vs. 18) The "double" o f
punishment here referred to is, we believe, an important tim e
measurement in the divine plan .

This "double" period of punishment upon the wayward Israel-
ites is mentioned in two other places in the prophecies . In
Zechariah 9 :9-12, the Lord informs us just when this perio d
would begin to count, indicating that it would be at the time o f
Jesus' death, identified by Zechariah as the time Jesus rode int o
Jerusalem on an ass offering himself to Israel as king. This was
only a few days before the crucifixion. "Today," the Lord says,
"do I declare that I will render double unto thee ." This coincide s
with Jesus' declaration to Israel, made within a day or two o f
his crucifixion, when he said, "Behold, your house is left unt o
you desolate ."—Matt. 23:3 8

The Prophet Isaiah takes his position at the time when thi s
"double" period of punishment upon Israel is completed . He
wrote, `"Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God .
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Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that he r
warfare [Hebrew, appointed time] is accomplished, that her
iniquity is pardoned : for she hath received of the Lord's han d
double for all her sins ."—Isa. 40:1, 2

The Hebrew expression, "appointed time," reveals clearl y
that this prophetic "double" is a time measurement, indicatin g
that there would be a period of disfavor upon Israel as a people
of the same duration as the time God dealt with and blesse d
them as a nation . This was 1,845 years, from the death o f
Jacob, when his twelve sons were recognized by God as th e
nucleus of the Jewish nation, to the death of Jesus . The "double"
of this would bring us to A .D. 1878 .

It was at this time that the Jewish people began to receiv e
limited rights in Palestine through the Berlin Congress of Na-
tions . Later the Zionist movement was born, under the direction
of Theodor Herzl . Since then, and with an ever-increasing vol-
ume of interest, the minds of the Jewish people have been
directed toward their Land of Promise . Now nearly two million
Israelites are living in that land .

The Zionish movement, it seems to us, might well represent
in part what the Lord refers to as the "fishers" he would sen d
among his people to induce them to return to their land . But
this method did not accomplish the Lord's full purpose, so, a s
Jeremiah's prophecy foretold, he used "hunters" to further ac-
celerate the desirability of their return to the Promised Land .
This might refer in part at least to the bitter persecutions upo n
the Jewish people by the Russians and the Hitler regime, which ,
while these persecutions resulted in the death of millions o f
Jews, caused large numbers of those who were not killed to tur n
their faces toward the homeland of Palestine, which, in the
Lord's providence, simultaneously opened up to them .

"Fear, and Not Peace"

THAT the Israelites would be restored to their land durin g
troublous times is also shown in the 30th chapter of Jeremiah' s
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prophecy. Verse 3 reads, "For, lo, the days come, saith the
Lord, that I will bring again the captivity of my people Israe l
and Judah, saith the Lord : and I will cause them to return to
the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it . "

And then in verse 5 we read, "We have heard a voice o f
trembling, of fear, and not of peace ." The marginal translatio n
reads, "There is fear and not peace." The fulfilment of this
prophecy begins at a time when the whole world is filled wit h
fear, and the Jewish people do not escape this fear . Indeed ,
because of the hunters which are sent among them, they hav e
actually had more cause for fear than the people of the worl d
generally .

Verse 7 of this prophecy reads, "Alas! for that day is great ,
so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble ;
but he shall be saved out of it." That there is no day of trouble
like the one in which the Israelites have been restored to their
land identifies it as a part of that great "time of trouble "
foretold by Daniel, which, as he prophesied, would be "suc h
as never was since there was a nation ." (Dan. 12:1) But Jaco b
is to be saved out of this trouble, we are told, "For it shall com e
to pass in that day, saith the Lord of hosts, that I will brea k
his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and
strangers shall no more serve themselves of him. But they shall
serve the Lord their God, and David their king, whom I wil l
raise up unto them."—Jer. 30 :8, 9

This carries the events forward into the messianic kingdom ,
when, as the antitypical David, Christ will reign over, or "pos-
sess," the natural descendants of Abraham who did not prove
worthy to share the rulership of the kingdom . Yes, they will be
the subjects of the great King, and how they will rejoice in th e
blessings of health and life which will flow to them as a result
of the mercy and love of their God .

Continuing we quote verses 10 and 11: "Therefore, fear tho u
not, 0 my servant Jacob, saith the Lord ; neither be dismayed ,
0 Israel : for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed fro m
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the land of their captivity ; and Jacob shall return, and shall be
in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid . For I am
with thee, saith the Lord, to save thee : though I make a ful l
end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not
make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure,
and will not leave thee altogether unpunished ." This is a remark-
able prophecy, and like many others, cannot be fully understoo d
without taking into consideration the resurrection of the dead .

In many instances the term "Jacob" is used in the prophecie s
to denote the people of Israel, but here both Jacob and his see d
are mentioned, which is a strong implication that in this instanc e
Jacob as a person is the one referred to . Many times in th e
Old Testament the captivity of Israel, as well as the captivit y
of other nations, refers to their being prisoners in death . In
verse 3 the Lord says, "I will bring again the captivity of my
people Israel and Judah, saith the Lord ; and I will cause the m
to return to the land that I gave to their fathers ." Here Israel
and Judah are the people who are promised restoration to th e
land. But in verse 10, Israel and Jacob and their children are
mentioned separately, and they are saved from "afar," which
could be the land of death, while at the same time their "seed"
are brought back from the land of their captivity . Then "Jacob
shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall
make him afraid . "

Turning to Isaiah, chapter 29, we read, "Thus saith the Lord ,
who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob, Jaco b
shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale .
But when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in th e
midst of him, they shall sanctify my name, and sanctify th e
Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel . They also
that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they tha t
murmured shall learn doctrine ."—vss . 22-24

There seems little doubt that here the reference is to Jacob
as an individual, raised from the dead in the "better resurrec-
tion" to be one of the "princes in all the earth ." He will not then
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grow old, as suggest°d by his face not waxing pale . While he wil l
be in the midst of his children, his descendants, it will be thos e
who in the past had "erred in spirit," and who will now, under
the "princes" composing the earthly ruling phase of the king-
dom, have an opportunity to "learn doctrine . "

And so in the prophecy of Jeremiah 30 :10, 11 quoted fore-
going, the resurrected Jacob seems also to be the one referre d
to. If so, this would mean that by then all the Ancient Worthie s
will have been resurrected, and the earthly ruling phase of th e
kingdom functioning. And what a wonderful manifestation o f
God's favor this will be to the Jewish people who by then wil l
have been restored to the Land of Promise !

Israel Saved
VERSE 11 : "For I am with thee, saith the Lord, to save thee :

though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattere d
thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee : but I will correct
thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished . "
This prophecy was written by Jeremiah just prior to Israel' s
seventy years' captivity in Babylon . Indeed, he warns the Israel-
ites of this calamity which was to come upon them. However ,
like the other prophets God sent to Israel, Jeremiah also fore-
told events pertaining to the outworking of events relating t o
the plan of God as a whole, and in the prophecy just quote d
we have an example of this .

The Israelites were about to be uprooted from their land an d
taken captive to Babylon . From this captivity they were t o
return, but as a subject people, first to Medo-Persia, then t o
Greece, and then to Rome. The Roman armies were to drive
them out of their land again, and scatter them throughout vari-
ous countries of the earth, but the prophet assures them tha t
they were not to be totally destroyed, even though he would
make a full end of the nations which held them captives . The
empires of Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece are already de-
stroyed . The same is virtually true of the Roman Empire ; but
through all this destruction of empires and nations Israel as a
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people has remained, although outnumbered and severely chas-
tised again and again .

Finally, in "Jacob's trouble," it will look as though they are
about to be completely destroyed, but the Lord will save them ,
and they will come under the protective care of the re -
established house of David, with Jesus as their King. But they
will receive a severe scourging ere they are brought to the
point where they will look upon him whom they pierced, and
say, "Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord . "
(Matt . 23:39) Through the Prophet Zechariah the Lord foretold :
"I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle ; and the
city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women rav-
ished ; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, an d
the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city .
Then shall the Lord go forth and fight against those nations ,
as when he fought in the day of battle ."—Zech . 14 :2, 3

Verses 4 to 9 of this chapter present a beautiful symbolic
picture of the Lord's kingdom. In symbol the mount of Olive s
is seen divided, half toward the north and half toward th e
south, with Jehovah's "feet" upon these two halves of the moun-
tain . (vs. 4) Thus we have the two phases of the kingdom illus-
trated—the spiritual, made up of Christ and his church ; and the
earthly, composed of the Ancient Worthies, the faithful earthl y
seed of Abraham brought forth from death in the "bette r
resurrection. "

The "valley" produced by the dividing of the mountain wil l
be one free from shadows, for the sun will stream through it
from east to west . This speaks symbolically of the Sun of Right-
eousness and its full light of divine truth and blessing scatterin g
the shadows of sin, ignorance, superstition, and death, and heal-
ing and restoring the willing and obedient of humanity wh o
will flee to this symbolic valley of blessing.

Carrying the picture further, Zechariah says, "It shall com e
to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark :
but it shall be one day which shall be known to the Lord, no t
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day, nor night : but it shall come to pass, that at evening time
it shall be light ." (vss . 6, 7) This is the thousand-year day of
Christ's kingdom . While the light of truth will then be shinin g
brightly, it will require the entire period to scatter all the mists
of darkness . One reason for this is that the people of eac h
generation, awakened from the sleep of death, will return hold-
ing all their previous superstitions, and afflicted with man y
tendencies toward sin . But when the work of enlightening all
generations is completed, and all mankind restored to perfec-
tion, it will be light—fully and gloriously light .

The Prophet Zechariah assures us that during that "day"
"living waters" shall flow out from the symbolic Jerusalem . This
is the "river of water of life" which the Revelator saw flowin g
"from the throne of God and of the Lamb ." (Rev. 22 :1, 2, 17)
John saw trees on both sides of this symbolic river, bearing an
abundant supply of life-giving fruit, and the "leaves of the tre e
were for the healing of the nations."

Then will go forth that glorious invitation from the "Spiri t
and the bride," who will say, "Come ." Joining with them in
extending this invitation will be all those who hear and respond .
Then, thank God, "whosoever will" shall have the opportunity o f
partaking of the water of life freely . This "water of life" ema-
nates from the "throne," the kingdom, symbolized in the Ol d
Testament also by a "mountain ." And we are told that "all
nations . . . and many people" will then say, "Come ye, an d
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord."—Isa. 2 :2, 3

Zechariah further wrote, "The Lord shall be king over all
the earth : in that day shall there be one Lord, and his nam e
One." (ch. 14:9) This great King, Jehovah, will be represented
by the spiritual and earthly phases of the messianic kingdom,
and all mankind will have to humbly bow the knee to the
authority of this kingdom, and worship the Lord in keepin g
with its laws and instructions in order to receive the promise d
blessings which will then be flowing to all the families of th e
earth.
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To use another prominent biblical symbol of the kingdom ,
it will be the "throne of David," elevated from its typical to it s
antitypical status, with the people of Israel under its protectiv e
care. Into this government, or kingdom, not only Israel, but the
people of all nations will enter ; and by partaking of the "water
of life" flowing from the throne, will be healed and enabled t o
enjoy everlasting life .

Then will be fulfilled the prophecy which states that "the in-
habitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us g o
speedily [margin, or continnually] to pray before the Lord, . . .
to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the
Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; In those days it shall come
to pass, that ten men shall take hold of all languages of the
nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew,
saying, We will go with you : for we have heard that God i s
with you ."—Zech . 8:21-2 3

The people of Israel, regathered to their land, will be th e
first to receive the blessings of the new kingdom . The rest of
the world will take note of the manner in which the people o f
Israel are being blessed, and will decide that they, too, wil l
fall in line with the new government and with its marvelou s
"princes" so that they also may receive the Lord's blessings .
What a happy throng it will be !

In verse 13 of this 8th chapter the Lord declares, "As y e
were a curse among the heathen, 0 house of Judah, and hous e
of Israel ; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing ." Yes,
"all Israel shall be saved," and when they are saved, it will
mean that they are observing the Lord's laws of righteousnes s
and justice, and no longer will be an evil example to the nations ,
but an example for good . In order that "saved" Israel might b e
a blessing instead of a curse, verses 16, 17 declare, "These ar e
the things that ye shall do ; Speak ye every man the truth to
his neighbor; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your
gates: and let none of you imagine evil in your hearts agains t
his neighbor ; and love no false oath: for all these are things tha t
I hate, saith the Lord."
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A people thus observing the righteous ways of God woul d
of necessity be a blessing to all who came into contact with
them, or who observed and followed their example . And rich
will be the blessings accruing to all who follow this example o f
righteousness, for they also will thus be contributing to the
general "increase" of Christ's kingdom of blessing . Indeed, all
will be saying, by word and by example, "We will walk in hi s
paths."--Isa . 2 :2-4

Ezekiel 36:16-38

IN THIS chapter the Lord revealed one of his reasons for re -
storing the Israelites to their land and to his favor . He told
Ezekiel that when they were in their own land they defiled it ,
and that when they were scattered among the Gentiles the y
profaned his holy name by their unrighteous ways, becaus e
they claimed to be the people of the Lord. In an explanation re-
minding us of Moses' plea to the Lord concerning the glory of
his name, the Lord said :

"I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of Israe l
had profaned among the heathen, whither they went . Therefore
say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God ; I do not
this for your sakes, 0 house of Israel, but for mine holy name' s
sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen whither ye
went . And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned
among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst o f
them; and the heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith th e
Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before their [mar -
gin, or, yourl eyes. For I will take you from the heathen, and
gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your ow n
land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shal l
be clean : from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will
I cleanse you . A new heart also will I give you, and a new
spirit will I put within you : and I will take away the stony heart
out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh . And I
will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in m y
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. And ye
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shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers ; and ye shall
be my people, and I will be your God ."—vss . 21-28

"Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord, be it known unto
you: be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, 0 hous e
of Israel ." (vs . 32) This is not the manner in which the Apostle
Paul wrote concerning those of Israel who in their hearts ob-
tained "a good report through faith ." (Heb. 11) No, these are
the nominal house of Israel to whom the Lord shows mercy ,
and through whom, by restoring them to their land and giving
them hearts of flesh by the process of restitution, he magni-
fies his name in the eyes of all his people .

Ezekiel, Chapter 37
IN THIS chapter the nominal house of Israel is likened to a

valley of dry bones . Their restoration to God 's favor and again
becoming his people is symbolized by these bones coming to-
gether, flesh and skin coming upon them, and their being give n
life through the Spirit of God . This restoration is likened to a
restoration of the dead, although it is not a prophecy of th e
resurrection per se. The resurrection of the dead is implied i n
the full restoration of Israel, for the chapter emphasizes th e
bringing together of those involved many centuries ago in the
division of the nation between "Judah" and "Israel . "

In this chapter we are reminded again that the Israelites her e
referred to as being restored are not the faithful of the nation ,
but the unfaithful . The faithful are restored to life in the "bet -
ter resurrection ." Verse 23 reads, "Neither shall they defil e
themselves any more with their idols, nor with their detestabl e
things, nor with any of their transgressions : but I will save them
out of all their dwelling places, wherein they have sinned, an d
will cleanse them : so shall they be my people, and I will be thei r
God . "

It is interesting and reassuring to note the many times, as
in this text, that the Lord promises to "save" Israel. No wonde r
Paul wrote that "all Israel shall be saved." (Rom. 11:26) Thei r
being saved from their defilements is shown to be the reaso n
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that they will then be the people of God—"So shall they b e
my people, and I will be their God ." Because God loves the m
for his name's sake and for their fathers' sake, he speaks of the m
as his people even before they are purified and restored to
perfection . But only when his law is written in their hearts and
they are filled with his Spirit will they have entered into th e
fulness of being his people.

"Moreover," the Lord continues, "I will make a covenant of
peace with them [they will be reconciled to God] ; it
shall be an everlasting covenant with them [compare Jer . 31 :31-
34]: and I will place them and multiply them, and will set m y
sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore . My tabernacle
also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they
shall be my people ." (vss . 26, 27) And God's symbolic taber-
nacle will also eventually be with the people of all nations .—
Rev. 21 : 3

In verse 24 the Lord tells us that his servant David shall be
king over the restored Israelites . We know that David, personal-
ly, will be one of the "princes in all the earth," but the reference
here seems to be to the antitypical David, who is Jesus. The
angel announced to Mary that Jesus would sit upon the thron e
of David. (Luke 1 :32) Isaiah foretold that he would sit "upo n
the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and t o
establish it with judgment and with justice from hencefort h
even forever ."—Isa. 9 : 7

And when the kingdom is thus established, and the peopl e
of Israel being blessed under its righteous laws, the "heathe n
[Gentiles] shall know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, whe n
my sanctuary [God's holy spiritual temple] shall be in the
midst of them for evermore ." (vs. 28) Surely this great displa y
of mercy, love, and power on behalf of the masses of Israel wil l
do much to exalt the name of Jehovah in the eyes of the Gentil e
world .

And by the same token, those who are then so richly blesse d
by the Lord will receive the favorable attention of the worl d
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in general . This will be an incentive to the people of all nation s
to "go up to the mountain of the Lord," that they might likewis e
be blessed. The Lord said, "At that time will I bring you again ,
even at the same time that I gather you : for I will make you
a name and a praise among all people of the earth, when I
turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the Lord . "—
Zeph. 3 :2 0

Ezekiel, Chapters 38 and 3 9

CHAPTER 38 of Ezekiel prophesies the mounting of an attack
against the people of Israel who have been brought back to the
land of Palestine, who, when this takes place, will be dwellin g
in the land in a measure of peace and security. The leader o f
the aggression is described as Gog, from the land of Magog. At
the crucial moment in this attack the Lord fights for hi s
people . These would seem to be essentially the same events a s
those described in Zechariah 14:1-3 .

In this prophecy we are informed that as a result of the Lord's
protection of Israel he will "magnify himself," and will "b e
known in the eyes of many nations ." (38:23) The Lord adds,
"They shall know that I am the Lord ." We are not informed
just what measures the Lord will use to defeat the enemies o f
Israel, except that symbolically it is said to be with "an over-
flowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone ." (vs . 22 )
These things could be symbolic or literal—it is not importan t
for us to know .

However, since this occurs about the time for the full mani-
festation of kingdom powers in the earth, it might also well b e
that the "princes in all the earth," the "elect" fleshly seed of
Abraham who will constitute the visible ruling phase of th e
kingdom, will receive their "better resurrection at about this
time. Should this be so, and those perfect men, under divin e
guidance, take charge of Israel's affairs, certainly the Lord' s
name would be magnified, and the people would know of a
certainty that he is God .

And these same miraculous events will also open the eyes o f
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God's regathered people in Palestine . This is mentioned in vers e
7 of chapter 39, which reads, "So will I make my holy nam e
known in the midst of my people Israel ; and I will not le t
them pollute my holy name any more : and the heathen [Gen -
tiles] shall know that I am the Lord, the Holy One in Israel ."

Here, again, we are reminded that the Israel the Lord speak s
of in these prophecies is not those who will constitute the rulin g
earthly phase of the "holy nation" of promise, but nominal
Israel which continues to pollute the Lord's name until he fight s
for and delivers them in Jacob's trouble . Thus, again, the great
love of God for these people for their fathers' sake is emphasized .
From this we can comprehend more clearly the depth of mean-
ing in Paul's statement that God has counted them all in un-
belief that he might have mercy upon all . (Rom. 11:32) Truly,
"Who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been hi s
counselor?"—Rom . 11:3 4

Verse 22 reads, "So the house of Israel shall know that I
am the Lord their God from that day and forward ." Surely
the elect fleshly "seed" of Abraham knew that Jehovah wa s
their God. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob knew this, as did Moses
and all the prophets . The seven thousand in Elijah's day wh o
refused to bow the knee to Baal knew that Jehovah was their
God. So did the similarly faithful ones in each and every genera-
tion of that period in the divine plan when God was preparin g
those who were to be of the earthly ruling phase of the messiani c
kingdom .

But all those who were merely nominal Israelites throughout
all that time, and since, did not really know God . Not until h e
demonstrates his love for them and his power to deliver the m
out of "Jacob's trouble" will they truly know him, and then ,
of course, only if they obey the laws of the messianic kingdo m
then in force throughout the earth .

Verse 25 reads, "Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Now will
I bring again the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy upon the
whole house of Israel, and will be jealous for my holy name . "
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Apparently Paul was very well acquainted with these prophecie s
in which we are so frequently reminded that the restoration of
Israel is a demonstration of God's mercy .—Rom. 11:32, 33

The final verse of the prophecy reads, "Neither will I hide
my face any more from them : for I have poured out my Spirit
upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord God." (vs. 29) In the
sermon which Peter preached on the coming "times of restitu-
tion of all things" which would follow the second coming o f
Christ, he said that "times of refreshing shall come from th e
presence of the Lord." (Acts 3:19-23) In the Greek text thi s
reads, "Out from the face of the Lord ." How refreshing will be
the experiences of Israel when the Lord no longer hides his fac e
from them, because, having been cleansed from their defiling
unbelief, and filled with his Spirit, they fully become his people ,
and he becomes their God .

Ezekiel 20 :33-38

HERE we have another remarkable prophecy pertaining t o
the restoration of Israel to the Land of Promise . "As I live, sait h
the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretche d
out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you . And
I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out
of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand ,
. . . and there will I plead with you face to face . Like as I
pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land o f
Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord God . And I will
cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into th e
bond [margin, or, delivering] of the covenant."—vss. 33-37

When David and his successors were kings in Israel, the y
sat upon the throne of the Lord . (I Chron . 29 :23) Through these
kings God ruled over the nation . But that typical kingdom
ceased with the overthrow of their last king, Zedekiah. It was
to be no more until "he come whose right it is ." (Ezek. 21 :27)
So when the Lord foretold that a time would come when he
would rule over his people with a stretched out arm, to gathe r
them out of the countries wherein they had been scattered, the
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reference is to the time of Christ's second presence, when, a s
the One "whose right it is," took unto himself his great power
to reign .

And one of the first things to be accomplished is the restora-
tion of the people of Israel to their Land of Promise, there
eventually to be happy subjects of the messianic kingdom . To
begin with, they are in an attitude of mind and heart simila r
to their fathers in the wilderness, and it is necessary for th e
Lord to plead with them, and to cause them to pass under th e
"rod" of his discipline. This discipline will be necessary befor e
they are brought to the condition wherein the "covenant" —
evidently the New Covenant—can be entered into by them.
(Jer. 31:31-34) The rebels will be purged out, the Lord declares .
(Ezek . 20:38) This is an evident reference to sinners who wil l
be "destroyed from among the people."—Acts 3 :23

Verse 40 sums up the matter very beautifully. We quote,
"For in mine holy mountain, in the mountain of the height o f
Israel, . . . there shall all the house of Israel, all of them i n
the land, serve me: there will I accept them, and there will I
require your offerings, and the firstfruits [margin, or chief] of
your oblations, with all your holy things . "

God's holy mountain is the messianic kingdom . It is in this
mountain that the Lord will make a feast of fat things for all
people . It is in this mountain that he will swallow up death in
victory, and wipe tears from off all faces . (Isa. 25 :6-9) It is
this mountain that will be established in "the top of the moun-
tains ." (Micah 4 :1-4) It is this mountain which, as it continue s
to increase in its control over the nations, will eventually "fil l
the whole earth."—Dan. 2 :3 5

And, as the Lord declares in this prophecy, it is in this
mountain, as subjects of the kingdom of their Messiah, that
"all the house of Israel, all of them in the land," will serve th e
Lord. "There will I accept them," saith the Lord, and ther e
will he require their offerings, the evidences of their obedienc e
and devotion to him. "I will accept you with your sweet savor
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[margin, Heb . savor of rest], when I bring you out from th e
people, and gather you out of the countries wherein ye hav e
been scattered; and I will be sanctified in you before the
heathen ."—vs. 41

In verse 44 we read, "And ye shall know that I am the Lord ,
when I have wrought with you for my name's sake, not accordin g
to your wicked ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, 0
ye house of Israel, saith the Lord God ." How wonderfully indeed
the Lord's mercy will be displayed toward Israel and toward th e
whole world. Let us rejoice in the prospect of God's rich bless-
ings of life soon to be showered upon them !
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tBIBLE STUDYI
LESSON FOR OCTOBER 3

3o,oeph
MEMORY VERSE : "But as for you, ye thought evil against me ; but
God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save
much people alive ."—Genesis 50:20

GENESIS 37:3, 4; 39 :20-22; 45:3-8
JOSEPH, a son of Jacob, was a
faithful servant of God, and the
account of his being sold into
slavery by his brethren, his ex-
altation to power in the Egyptia n
government, and the manner in
which the Lord used him to pre-
serve the seed of Abraham, is
one of the most stirring narra-
tives of the Old Testament .

One of the New Testament ref-
erences to Joseph is found in
Hebrews 11 :20-22 . Here Paul in-
cludes him among the heroes of
faith who he said proved wor-
thy of a "better resurrection . "
(vs . 35) This would indicate that
Joseph will be among the An-
cient Worthies who, in the vis-
ible phase of Christ's kingdom,
will be made "princes in all the
earth ."—Ps . 45 :1 6

Joseph was born when his fa-
ther was old, and his father
loved him more than he did hi s
other sons. He probably saw i n
Joseph certain godlike traits of

character not possessed to the
same degree by the others.

Joseph had two dreams which
he related to his brethren . They
interpreted these two dream s
as meaning that Joseph believed
he would one day rule over
them, and that they would bow
down to him . (Gen . 37 :5-11) This
made them even more envious o f
him, so much so that eventually ,
in order to thwart what they
supposed to be his ambitions ,
they decided to kill him, bu t
afterward sold him into slavery
instead.

To cover up their treachery,
Joseph's brethren took his coa t
of many colors, or "pieces" (mar-
gin, Gen . 37 :3), which his father
had given him, smeared it with
the blood of a young goat, and
presented it to their father,
Jacob. He interpreted this "evi-
dence" as they wanted him to,
and believed that Joseph had
been slain by wild beasts . He
was brokenhearted, and said, " I
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will go down into the grave unt o
my son mourning."—vss . 31-35

Here the Hebrew word trans-
lated "grave" is sheol, which i s
translated "hell" thirty-one time s
in the Old Testament . From
Jacob's use of it we learn that
he believed that Joseph, whom
he supposed to be dead, was in
the Bible hell, and that he ex-
pected also to go to this hell
when he died. The Bible hell i s
the state of death, not a place of
torture.

As a slave in Egypt, Joseph's
integrity in the face of tempta-
tion resulted in his imprison-
ment. But the Lord showed him
favor, and the prison keeper had
confidence in him, and exalted
him, even as a prisoner, to a
high position of trust . Because
God was with Joseph, he wa s
able to interpret the dreams o f
two important prisoners, and this
information was sent to the rul-
ing Pharaoh,

Joseph was sent for, and hi s
interpretation of Pharaoh' s
dreams was that there were t o
be seven years of plenty in th e
land, followed by seven years o f
famine . He recommended to th e
king that he appoint what we
would today call a food adminis-
trator. Pharaoh agreed, and ap-
pointed Joseph to this new, high
post in the government .—Gen.
41 : 2

BIBLE STUDY

When the famine years arrived
Canaan was hard hit, and Jacob ,
learning that there was food fo r
sale in Egypt, sent his sons- .
with the exception of Benjamin—
to purchase a supply. Arriving i n
Egypt, these were brought be -
fore Joseph . He recognized them ,
but they did not recognize him .
He supplied them with food, and
insisted that the next time they
came they must bring Benjamin .

Benjamin did go with them the
next time, and finally Josep h
made himself known unto his
brethren . Naturally they feared
what he might now do to punis h
them, but he reassured them that
the whole experience was of the
Lord, who had sent him before
them into Egypt to preserve life ,
as stated in our memory text .

One of the important lessons
for us in this account is the fac t
that God is able to preserve his
people . And he is now again
demonstrating his keeping pow-
er over them in the Promised
Land .

QUESTION S
Who was Joseph, and what i s

one of the New Testament refer-
ences to him?

Explain the meaning of Jacob' s
remark when he supposed Joseph
had been slain.

What is one of the important
lessons for us in the account o f
Joseph and his brethren?
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 10

3ethro
MEMORY VERSE: "He that walketh with wise men shall be wise :
but a companion of fools shall be destroyed ."— Proverbs 13 :20

EXODUS 18 :5, 10, 11, 13-22

THE Bible first introduces us to
Jethro under the name "Reuel . "
(Exod . 2:18) He was a priest, or
prince of Midian . (vs. 16, margin)
There is nothing in the record
to indicate what his religious con-
victions may have been, although,
through contact with Moses, and
later with the people of Israel,
he seems to have become very
much impressed with Jehovah ,
the God of Israel.

When Moses fled from Pharoah
and from Egypt, he went to
Midian. He was introduced to
Reuel, or Jethro, by his seven
daughters, whom he had aided
in connection with the drawin g
of water for themselves and their
father's flocks . Jethro invited
him to remain in the home with
the family, which he did . He
married Zipporah, one of Jethro's
daughters, and was a part of th e
family during the forty years
which intervened between the
time Moses fled from Pharaoh ,
until he returned to Egypt to
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demand the release of the He-
brew people from their slavery.

We next learn of Jethro after
the Exodus. He went into th e
wilderness where the Israelites
were encamped, taking Moses '
wife and their two sons to him .
Apparently these had remaine d
in Midian during the time Moses
was in Egypt bringing about the
deliverance of the Israelites.

Moses told Jethro "all that the
Lord had done unto Pharaoh and
to the Egyptians for Israel's sake ,
and all the travail that had come
upon them by the way, and ho w
the Lord delivered them." (vs . 8)
`And Jethro rejoiced for all the
goodness which the Lord had
done to Israel, whom he had de -
livered out of the hand of the
Egyptians."—vs. 9

Jethro was greatly impressed
by what the God of Moses had
accomplished, and said, "Blessed
be the Lord . . . . Now I kno w
that the Lord is greater than all
gods: for in the thing wherei n
they dealt proudly he was above
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them." (vss . 10, 11) It seems logi-
cal to suppose that during those
forty years which Moses spent i n
the household of Jethro he mus t
have told his father-in-law much
about the God of Abraham, Isaac ,
and Jacob, and the wonderful
promises he had made to them.

But perhaps, in view of th e
fact that Moses had to abando n
his people to their taskmasters
in Egypt, Jethro was not at that
time favorably impressed. But
now it was different. There was
unmistakable evidence that Is-
rael's God was powerful, and that
he had remembered and deliv-
ered his people, and he rejoiced.

Jethro did not return to Midian
immediately. The next day he
observed Moses' way of dealin g
with the problems of the people ;
that he was undertaking to do
this unassisted. The result was
that from morning until night
this great leader of God's people
was busy hearing and adjusting
their complaints . This was not
only a great strain on Moses, bu t
it was also difficult for the
people. We can imagine that
many of them had to stand i n
line for hours waiting to be
heard .

So Jethro suggested to Moses
that he appoint helpers in this
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huge task, that he select trust-
worthy, unselfish men, and ap-
point them to be rulers over
thousands, and hundreds, an d
fifties, and tens . These were to
hear the problems of the people,
and judge among them in al l
cases for which they deeme d
themselves qualified . The larger
issues, at their discretion, could
be referred to Moses. Moses
readily accepted this suggestion .
He was not power hungry, bu t
willing that others should share
his authority.

Jethro counseled Moses to in-
struct the men he selected in th e
law of God so that they might
be qualified to teach and judg e
the people in keeping with th e
Lord's will. This was good coun-
sel, for it meant that the people
would thus be learning more and
more about their God and hi s
divine law by which they were
being governed.

QUESTIONS :

Who was Jethro?
How did Moses get acquainte d

with him ?

How much did Jethro know about
Israel's God?

Outline the counsel Jethro gave
to Moses .
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 17

Xitzaletl
MEMORY VERSE : "Not slothful in business ; fervent in spirit ; serv-
the Lord ."—Romans 12 :1 1

EXODUS 35 :30-36 :3a; 38:22,23

AMONG humans there is a great
variety of talents . In many in-
stances these talents lie dormant ,
due, perhaps, to the lack of op-
portunity for developing them ,
and in other instances to the lack
of incentive . If one has a talent
for music he cannot excel in mu-
sic without proper instructio n
and training. One who has a tal-
ent along mechanical lines must
develop that talent through train-
ing and study if he is to be a
successful mechanic. In an indi-
rect sense all special talents are
a gift of God, because throug h
Adam the human race is God's
creation .

We have unique situation i n
the case of Bezaleel, of our les-
son. He was one of the Hebrew
slaves in Egypt, and it seem s
doubtful if he had ever had an
opportunity to train as a work-
man in gold and in silver, and
in brass. Nor would he be
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trained in the cutting and setting
of stones, and the carving of tim-
ber, "to work in all manner o f
workmanship . "—Exo d . 31 :1-5

It is reasonable to conclude ,
however, that Bezaleel did pos-
sess a natural talent for this kind
of work . But a natural talent fo r
the task of building the taber-
nacle and producing its furnish-
ings was not enough, so the Lord,
through the power of his Spirit ,
imparted to this servant and hi s
co-workers the required skill s
without the necessity of month s
and years of apprenticeship .

The Holy Spirit of God is his
unlimited power, a power tha t
he exercises to accomplish all his
purposes. In Genesis 1 :2 we rea d
that "the Spirit of God move d
upon the face of the waters . "
This was in connection with the
creative task of preparing th e
earth for the habitation of man .
In this instance we could proper-

THE DAWN



ly speak of the Spirit of God a s
being a creative power.

All of God's works are beyond
our ability to understand, henc e
are miraculous . Solomon wrote ,
"As thou knowest not what i s
the way of the Spirit, nor ho w
the bones do grow in the womb
of her that is with child: even s o
thou knowest not the works of
God who maketh all ."—Eccles .
11 : 5

In the beginning of the age
many miracles were performe d
by Jesus, and later by his
apostles . But since then the
faithful followers of the Maste r
have had to walk, to a greate r
degree, by faith. The Spirit of
the Lord has been working in
them in a different way than i t
did in Bezaleel, and those who
co-operated with him in th e
building of the typical taber-
nacle .

Jesus explained to Nicodemus
that in order for him to ente r
into the kingdom of heaven h e
would have to be born again, o r
"born . . . of the Spirit ." (John
3 :1-16) Birth of the Spirit mus t
be preceded by the begetting o f
the Spirit, and this is accom-
plished through the written word
of God. This means that the
promises of the Lord pertainin g
to "glory and honor and immor-
tality" enter our hearts and
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minds and beget within us a new
hope of life .—Rom . 2 :7

This new hope of life, or new
mind, continues to be nourished
by the promises of God, prom-
ises which were recorded in th e
Bible through the power of the
Holy Spirit . Thus a new life i s
begun, and it grows until, in the
resurrection, the Spirit of Go d
lifts it up out of death, gives it
a new, divine body, and exalts
it to joint-heirship with Christ ,
to live and reign with him in hi s
messianic kingdom .

While we are not to expect
that the Lord will perform mir-
acles today in order to enable
his people to serve him alon g
special lines, it is nevertheles s
true that those who with fer-
vency of spirit, as suggested by
our memory verse, put their
minds and hearts to the task of
serving the Lord will find tha t
they are able to accomplis h
things more efficiently than they
may have thought possible.

QUESTIONS :
Did God perform a miracle t o

enable Bezaleel to accomplish th e
work assigned to him ?

What is the Spirit of God, and
what are some of the ways it op-
erates ?

What does the Spirit of God ac-
complish for his people during th e
Gospel Age?
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 24

Caleb

MEMORY VERSE: "I can do all things through Christ which strength-
eneth me."—Philippians 4:1 3

NUMBERS 13 :30-32
JOSHUA 14:6-1 2

CALEB was a ruler in the tribe
of Judah, and was noted for hi s
faith in God's promises. (Num.
13 :6) He was selected by Moses
as one of the twelve representa-
tives of the Israelites who were
commissioned to enter Canaan as
spies . This was by the instructio n
of the Lord . Surprisingly enough,
ten of the spies brought bac k
the report that it would be im-
possible for the Israelites to con-
quer the Canaanites, and they ad-
vised against trying . But two of
them—Caleb and Joshua—re-
ported differently . They wholly
followed the Lord, and put thei r
trust completely in him. As Pau l
wrote in our memory text many
hundreds of years later, the y
knew that with the Lord's hel p
they could accomplish anythin g
which it was his will for the m
to accomplish.

The people of Israel became
excited upon hearing the majori-
ty report of the spies, but "Caleb
stilled the people before Moses ,
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and said, Let us go up at once,
and possess it; for we are well
able to overcome it . But the me n
that went up with him said, W e
be not able to go up against th e
people; for they are stronger
than we. And they brought up an
evil report of the land which
they had searched unto the chil-
dren of Israel, saying, The land ,
through which we have gone to
search it, is a land that eateth
up the inhabitants thereof; and
all the people that we saw in it
are men of a great stature . And
there we saw the giants, the son s
of Anak, which come of the gi-
ants :
sight
were
30-33

The Israelites were in a diffi-
cult position. They had followed
Moses into the wilderness with
the expectation that they would
soon be dwelling in Canaan, th e
Promised Land. But now a ma-
jority of their representatives re-
ported that it would be impos-
sible to enter Canaan and con-
quer its inhabitants . What would
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as grasshoppers, and so we
in their sight."—Num . 13 :



they do? The difficulty was their
lack of faith in their God, wh o
had appointed Moses to be their
leader and deliverer.

Through the leadership of
Moses, the Israelites had already
witnessed a number of outstand-
ing miracles . They should hav e
known that their God could help
them conquer the Canaanites, bu t
their faith failed them. They re -
belled against Moses, and cam e
close to stoning Joshua and Caleb
to death because they had re -
ported that with the Lord's help
Canaan could be occupied. The
Lord then said to Moses, "How
long will this people provoke me ?
and how long will it be ere they
believe me, for all the signs
which I have shewed amon g
them? I will smite them with the
pestilence, and disinherit them,
and will make of thee a greater
nation and mightier than they. "
—Num. 14 :11, 12

Moses talked with the Lord
about this, and asked his forgive-
ness of the Israelites. The Lord
answered Moses, saying, `Be -
cause all those men which have
seen my glory, and my miracles ,
which I did in Egypt and in the
wilderness, and have tempted m e
now these ten times, and hav e
not hearkened to my voice, sure-
ly they shall not see the land
which I sware unto their fathers,
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neither shall any of them that
provoked me see it ."—vss. 22, 23

But the Lord promised Caleb
that he would receive an inherit-
ance in Canaan. About five years
after the Israelites entered th e
land under the leadership of Josh-
ua, Caleb reminded him of th e
promise which the Lord had mad e
to him forty-five years earlier ,
when he was forty years old .
Moses' promise to Caleb was ,
"Surely the land whereon thy fee t
have trodden shall be thine in-
hertance, and thy children's for -
ever, because thou hast wholly
followed the Lord thy God ." —
Joshua 14 : 9

Joshua complied with thi s
promise to Caleb, but of cours e
it still remained for him to con-
quer the Canaanites who dwelt
in his portion of the land. But,
as he told Joshua, he was still
strong and healthy, and ready for
the undertaking . The Lord had
wonderfully blessed him because
of his faithfulness .

QUESTIONS :
Who was Caleb, and for what i s

he noted in the Scriptures?
What was the result upon Israe l

of accepting the majority repor t
of the spies?

Did Caleb receive the special re -
ward for his faithfulness which
the Lord had promised him?
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pages—Reveals the prophetic significance
of the present rebuilding of Palestine .

Christ's Thousand-Year Kingdom—64
pages—Shows that the reign of Chris t
is for the blessing of "all the familie s
of the earth ."

Our Lord's Return—48 pages—Reveal s
manner and purpose of Christ's return .
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God and Reason—96 pages—An outlin e
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The Truth About Hell—64 pages—Exam-
ines every text containing the word hell .
The Grace of Jehovah—64 pages—Shows
the love of God in his provision of sal-
vation for Adam and his race .
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esis account of creation .
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Presents the teachings of the Bible con-
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God's Plan—48 pages—A brief outlin e
of the divine plan of salvation, illus-
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When a Man Dies—48 pages—Answers
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true witnesses of Jehovah, and of Jesus .

The Church—Identifies the true church,
and explains how to become a member .
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prophets.
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the unsaved dead .

Reincarnation Versus Resurrection—Shows
that the dead will return in the resur-
rection, not as other people, but as
themselves, and will know one another .

Your Adversary the Devil—Answers the
questions, Who is the Devil, and Wh o
created him?

Divine Healing—Gives assurance that
eventually all the sick will be healed .

Spiritualism—Answers the question, Ca n
the living talk with the dead ?

Peace Through Christ's Kingdom—Points
out from the Bible the world's only hop e
of lasting peace.

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—An under-
standable presentation, and scriptural .

Does God Answer Prayer?—A comfortin g
and reassuring presentation .

Hope for a Fear-filled World—Reveals th e
"silver lining" to present dark "clouds."
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 31

Samson
MEMORY VERSE: "He that is slow to anger is better than th e
mighty ; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city."—

Proverbs 16:32

JUDGES 13 :2-5, 24; 16:4, 15-2 1

SAMSON was raised up by the
Lord to serve Israel during the
period of the judges . These
judges served the people in
times of great need, especiall y
when they were being oppressed
by their enemies . Samson' s
judgeship lasted for twent y
years, and it was during a tim e
when the Philistines dominated
the land.—Judges 15 :20; 16 :3 1

Samson's birth was by a spe-
cial dispensation of God, for hi s
mother had been barren. An an-
gel informed Samson's mother
that his head should not be
shaved. His long hair was a token
that he was a Nazarite.

Samson was endowed with
great physical strength . Becaus e
of his experience with Delilah ,
many suppose that his long hair
was the source of his strength .
Actually, however, it was merely
the symbol of his strength, i n
that it was a token of the fact
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that he had been set apart for
the service of God, and that Go d
gave his servant strength . When
Samson compromised himsel f
with Delilah, and she had his hair
cut off, his great strength was
gone. Concerning Samson's view-
point of his loss of strength, the
record states, "He wist not tha t
the Lord was departed from
him."—Judges 16 :20

Samson is one of those who
are distinctly spoken of in the
Bible as endowed by the super-
natural power of the Holy Spirit.
When bound with strong cord s
by the Philistines, we read, "Th e
Spirit of the Lord came mightily
upon him, and the cords that
were upon his arms became as
flax that was burnt with fire, an d
his bands loosed [margin, Heb .
were melted] form off his
hands ." (Judges 15 :14) We read
concerning Samson's ability to
destroy a lion, "The Spirit of the
Lord came mightily upon him,
and he rent him as he would
have rent a kid, and he had
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nothing in his hand."--ch. 14 : 6

As noted, it was when Samson
went contrary to his vow o f
faithfulness to the Lord, and hi s
hair was cut, that the Lord' s
Spirit and favor departed fro m
him, and he was helpless in the
hands of the Philistines . They
put out his eyes, and he wa s
made to perform hard labor i n
a prison at Gaza .—ch . 16 :21-24

The record does not indicate
how long Samson was held i n
prison, but during his imprison-
ment his hair "grew again ." (vs .
22) The time came when th e
Philistines made a feast unto
their god, Dagon, and they said ,
"Call for Samson, that he may
make us sport . And they called
for Samson out of the prison
house; and he made them sport :
and they set him between the
pillars ."—vss . 23-25

Samson's indignation was
aroused, and he asked the bo y
who was holding him by the
hand to permit him to feel the
great pillars which were support-
ing the temple so that he might
"lean upon them." (vs. 26) The n
he prayed earnestly to the Lord
to remember and strengthen him.
It is obvious that the Lord heard
his prayer, for this now physical-
ly blinded judge in Israel was
given the strength, and he wa s
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able to topple the pillars, and
the temple came crashing down ,
killing all the people in it an d
on its roof, and Samson wit h
them .

In Hebrews 11:32 Samson i s
mentioned as one of those who
proved worthy of a "better resur-
rection." He had his faults, a s
did David and others, but it
seems evident that at the end
the Lord stood by him and re-
warded his faith in answering hi s
petition for strength to destroy
the enemies of the Israelites .

Our memory verse contains a
timely lesson for all the Lord's
people. We need not be con-
cerned over how well we might
be able to rule others. The
Christian's main concern should
be how well he rules himself . If
we discipline ourselves faithfully
we will not need to be disciplined
by the Lord, for it will show our
ability to exercise power where
it is really important that we
should .

QUESTIONS:

Who was Samson, and what was
his position in Israel?

What was the secret of his
strength ?

What were the circumstances un-
der which the Lord again strength-
ened Samson?
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THE BRITISH SECTION

71, ,au g'Italt

let emGe?"

"Thou shalt remember all th e
way which the Lord thy God led
thee ."— Deuteronomy 8 : 2

THE Book of Deuteronomy con-
sists mainly of three addresse s
giv'en by Moses, when he was
in extreme old age, to the people
who had been born in the wilder-
ness and who had not heard th e
original promulgation of th e
Law. Deuteronomy 29:1 says,
"These are the words of the cove-
nant, which the Lord commanded
Moses to make with the children
of Israel in the land of Moab,
beside the covenant which h e
made with them in Horeb." Moab
is on the very borders of th e
Promised Land .

Deuteronomy 8 :1-3, reads, "All
the commandments which I com-
mand thee this day shall ye ob-
serve to do, that ye may live,
and multiply, and go in and pos-
sess the land which the Lord
sware unto your fathers . And
thou shalt remember all the way
which the Lord thy God led thee
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these forty years in the wilder-
ness, to humble thee and to prove
thee, to know what was in thine
heart, whether thou wouldest
keep his commandments, or no .
And he humbled thee, and suf-
fered thee to hunger, and fe d
thee with manna, which thou
knewest not, neither did thy
fathers know; that he might
make thee know that man doth
not live by bread only, but by
every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of the Lord doth
man live . "

These are words full of signifi-
cance, for Moses was telling them
of the providences of God in their
lives ; the way he led them, th e
way he fed them, and the way
he taught them, and the way tha t
he would bring them home to
final victory if only they would
wholly trust him .

Moses continued, (verses 7-10) ,
"For the Lord thy God bringeth
thee into a good land, a land of
brooks of water, of fountains and
depths that spring out of valleys
and hills ; a land of wheat, an d
barley, and vines, and fig trees ,
and pomegranates ; a land of oil
olive, and honey; a land wherein
thou shalt eat bread withou t
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scarceness, thou shalt not lack
anything in it; a land whos e
stones are iron, and out of whos e
hills thou mayest dig brass . When
thou hast eaten and art full, the n
thou shalt bless the Lord thy Go d
for the good land which he hat h
given thee ." This was a wonder-
ful promise but the next verse
gives a word of warning, "Be-
ware that thou forget not the
Lord thy God, in not keeping hi s
commandments, and his judg-
ments, and his statutes, which I
command thee this day . "

An earlier chapter (Deut. 7:6-
8) gives the reason why the Lord
gave such promises and suc h
warnings to the people of Israel ,
"For thou art an holy people un-
to the Lord thy God : the Lord
thy God hath chosen thee to b e
a special people unto himself ,
above all people that are upon
the face of the earth. The Lord
did not set his love upon you,
nor choose you, because ye were
more in number than any people ;
for ye were the fewest of all
people : but because the Lord
loved you, and because he would
keep the oath which he had
sworn unto your fathers ."

The words, "thou art an holy
people unto the Lord thy God :
the Lord thy God hath chosen
thee to be a special people unto
himself" are similar to the words

BRITISH SECTION

used by Peter in I Peter 2 :9, 10 ,
of another people holy unto th e
Lord . "Ye are a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar [margin, or ,
purchased] people; that ye
should show forth the praises
[margin, or, virtues] of him
who hath called you out of dark-
ness into his marvelous light . "

Peter here directs our minds to
the lessons we may learn fro m
the Lord's dealings with Israel,
and we may gain much by heed-
ing the warnings given to them,
and gather much sweetness from
the promises of help and guid-
ance. All through the Book o f
Deuteronomy we find such les-
sons impressing us with the ne-
cessity to remember the things
we have learned from our Fa-
ther's Word, and the way his
hand has led us .

Deuteronomy 6 :4-6 read s ,
"Hear, 0 Israel : The Lord our
God is one Lord : and thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all
thine heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy might. And thes e
words, which I command the e
this day, shall be in thine heart."
This was taught to ,all Jewish
boys at a very early age in obe-
dience to the instruction given i n
the following verses (7-9) . That
this passage of Scripture was
firmly fixed in our Lord's min d
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is shown in Mark 12:29-32, when
he answered the scribe who
asked which is the first com-
mandment.

We have learned and rejoic e
in this fundamental truth from
our Father's Word as Paul writes
in I Corinthians 8:6, "To us there
is but one God, the Father, of
whom are all things, and we in
him, and one Lord Jesus Christ ,
by whom are all things, and we
by him." The next verse adds,
"Howbeit there is not in every
man that knowledge," for Paul
knew how prone the Corinthian
brethren were to fall back into
idolatry. We, too, need to keep
God, and God alone, enthroned
in our hearts ; for lack of single-
ness of affection in this respect
is comparable to idolatry .—Col .
3:5

God had promised to cast out
the people of the land before the
Israelites, and the reason for thi s
is given in Deuteronomy 9 :4 and
12 :29-31 . Leviticus, 18th chapter,
also gives a list of the evils
which the people of the land had
committed, and verse 27 reads ,
All these abominations have the

men of the land done, which
were before you, and the lan d
is defiled."

God saw fit to drive these
people out from Canaan and ut-
terly destroy them, and he re -
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minded them of the reason in
Deuteronomy 9 :5: "Not for th y
righteousness, or for the upright-
ness of thine heart, dost thou g o
to possess the land : but for th e
wickedness of these nations th e
Lord thy God doth drive the m
out from before thee, and that
he may perform the word whic h
the Lord sware unto thy fathers ,
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. "

"Not for thy righteousness, "
applied to those people of old ,
and Paul says much the same
thing in Romans 3 :9 and 10 .
Truly we have no standing be-
fore God by merit of our own
righteousness; we are made right
only by faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ . As Romans 5 :8 says, "Go d
commendeth his love towards us ,
in that, while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us," and
Romans 6 :11, "Reckon ye also
yourselves to be dead indeed un-
to sin, but alive unto God
through Jesus Christ our Lord . "

Cleave unto Him "

Instruction is given in Deut-
eronomy, 13th chapter, concern-
ing the danger of following
false teaching . Verses 1-4 read ,
"If there arise among you a
prophet, or a dreamer of dreams ,
who giveth thee a sign or a won -
der, and the sign or the wonder
come to pass, whereof he spake
unto thee, saying, Let us go after
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TALKING THINGS *OVER

The Dawn and Its Ministry

WITH this issue The Dawn begins its thirty-fourth year of publi-
cation, and our objectives are the same now as they were a t
the beginning. Briefly stated, those objectives are to publish the
glorious Gospel of Christ as widely and as effectively as possible ,
and to contribute what we can toward building up our brethren
in the most holy faith. It has been the policy of The Dawn to
conduct this ministry in co-operation with our brethren in
Christ, and through all the years we have been greatly encour-
aged by the extent to which we have enjoyed the confidence
and wholehearted support of the brethren, both in America an d
in other parts of the world .

This co-operation has been on a freewill basis . The Dawn has
never sought to manage the affairs of local ecclesias, and neve r
will . Our endeavor is to supply literature and services onl y
upon request . Upon this basis the work has experienced stead y
growth throughout the years . The Dawn does not claim to be
an exclusive channel of truth, nor in any way to be a head ove r
the brethren . It is a service arrangement through which the
brethren, by pooling their resources and efforts, are able to
carry on a general ministry of present truth .

All of the Lord's consecrated people are commissioned to pub-
lish the truth to the full extent possible, and by all the means
at their disposal. This authorization comes through the anoint-
ing of the Holy Spirit. Jesus received this anointing, and th e
Scriptures speak of the anointing which we have received o f
him. In a synagogue in Nazareth, Jesus read a prophecy con-
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cerning the anointing of the Holy Spirit, and applied it to him -
self . That prophecy reads, "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon
me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tiding s
unto the meek ; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted ,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison
to them that are bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year of
the Lord."—Isa. 61:1, 2; Luke 4:18, 1 9

Verse two of this prophecy closes with the statement, "and
the day of vengeance of our God ; to comfort all that mourn . "
Jesus did not quote this part of the prophecy. "The day of
vengeance" is a reference to God's vengeance upon Satan' s
world at this end of the age, so Jesus did not include it in the
message which he was anointed to declare . As body member s
of Christ we can apply this entire anointing message to our -
selves, and know that we are authorized to proclaim the entire
Gospel which it outlines, including "the day of vengeance."

During the many years The Dawn has been co-operating wit h
the brethren in publishing the truth, this prophetic outline o f
what is involved in the Spirit's anointing has had a very impor-
tant bearing on the manner in which we have endeavored t o
proclaim the Gospel, and also on the tone of the message . It is
a message of "good tidings unto the meek ." The meek are the
teachable; those who are ready and willing to accept the mes-
sage, and who act upon it. We are not to force the truth upon
those who do not wish to hear, nor are we to become impatien t
with those who reject the message .

It is not given to us to know in advance just who may be ready
for the truth, so we are to sow beside all waters, knowing tha t
the Lord, in his own way and time will direct the seeds of truth
to those whom he desires to call . That "God giveth the in-
crease" is an important fact to keep in mind in connection wit h
all our efforts . (I Cor. 3:7) It is important because otherwise
we might become discouraged with our efforts .

Through the years our chief concern has been to proclai m
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the Gospel of the kingdom as best we could, and in all th e
ways which the Lord opened up for us . We have not bee n
attempting to accomplish "great and wonderful works ." We are
still in the day of small things, and we do not expect that
situation to change until, in the kingdom, the knowledge of th e
Lord fills the whole earth, and when "all nations shall flow"
into the kingdom, and many people shall say, "Come ye, an d
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord . . . ."—Isa. 2:2, 3

The Brokenhearte d

Our commission is "to bind up the brokenhearted." The dif-
ficulties involved in walking "through the valley of the shado w
of death" are many, and some are truly humbled by them .
(Ps . 23 :4) Their hearts are broken and made ready for a messag e
of comfort which only the truth can give. We are not commis-
sioned to break people's hearts, but to bind up those whos e
hearts are already broken. Here, also, there is the necessity
of presenting the truth with love and with understanding. We
have to enter into the feelings of those to whom we ministe r
if we hope to be a blessing to them.

We are to proclaim "liberty to the captives, and the openin g
of the prison to them that are bound ." The reference here
evidently is to those who are held captive to sin and death ,
under the domination of the great taskmaster, Satan . The true
Gospel message gives assurance that Satan himself is to be
bound, and that all mankind is to be delivered from satani c
slavery. "The opening of the prison to them that are bound "
seems to refer to those who are held prisoners in death, and
the opening of this prison implies the resurrection of the dead .

The great burden of our message then is that through Christ
mankind is to be released from the bondage of sin and death ,
and that those who are asleep in death are to be awakened
from that sleep to share in the blessings of Christ's kingdom .
Paul stated the point clearly when he wrote, "As in Adam al l
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive ." (I Cor . 15 :21, 22 )
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What a sweet and blessed message this is! It is the message o f
restitution which Peter said God had spoken by the mouth o f
all his holy prophets since the world began. This message i s
surely important to God else he would not have caused all hi s
prophets to write about it .

The Acceptable Yea r
We are also "to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord . "

This is a reference to that feature of the Lord's plan which i s
accomplished during the Gospel Age, that age during which the
Lord's people are invited to present their bodies a "living sacri-
fice," with the assurance that this sacrifice is acceptable t o
God . (Rom . 12:1) In essence this message is that those who no w
follow in the footsteps of Jesus, suffering and dying with him ,
will have the privilege of living and reigning with him in the
kingdom. This is still a very important part of our message .
While there is every evidence that the final preparatory work
for the kingdom is going grandly on, there are still some wh o
are responding to the invitation to take up their cross and follo w
the Master. Let us, then, continue to proclaim this feature o f
the truth, and endeavor to do all we can to encourage those
who respond and give their hearts to the Lord .

The Day of Vengeance

While this is not the place to discuss the proofs in detail ,
there is every evidence that we are now living in what th e
prophecies describe as the day of the Lord's vengeance agains t
all the evil institutions of the earth; that day during which, in
the Lord's own way, they are being destroyed preparatory to
the full establishment of the messianic kingdom. This being
true, our message should include a presentation of the prophe-
cies pertaining to this important day in which we are living ,
and an explanation to those who will hear of the meaning of th e
chaotic world events now afflicting the distraught and fear -
filled people.

But let us not misunderstand what is involved in proclaimin g
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the day of vengeance of our God . It does not mean that we
are to pronounce vengeance . The Lord's vengeance is already
upon the world, and the people are suffering under it . "All the
tribes of the earth" are beginning to mourn because of it . They
do not discern as yet that the trouble is upon them because
the Lord has returned and is setting up his kingdom in prepa-
ration for their blessing. But it is our privilege to proclaim t o
all who will listen that this is the real meaning of world chaos ,
and that the blessings of peace and health and life in Christ' s
kingdom are near.

Jesus foretold that this would be a time when the hearts of
the people would be filled with fear . (Luke 21 :26) The Prophet
Isaiah points out our responsibility in this situation . He wrote ,
"Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees .
Say to them that are of a fearful [margin, Heb . hasty] heart,
Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeanc e
[this is the day of vengeance], even God with a recompense ;
he will come and save you."—Isa. 35:3, 4

Thus we are reminded again that the purpose of God's venge-
ance upon the world is the destruction of evil institution s
that the people might be saved, and we know that the promised
salvation will reach the people through the agencies of Christ' s
kingdom. All the sinful and selfish institutions of the earth ,
civil and religious, are to be destroyed ere the kingdom o f
Christ is fully established. Not one of them is suitable to repre-
sent Christ's kingdom. Those who hear the message of truth
and accept it are to be urged to separate themselves from these
institutions, especially the ecclesiastical systems prophetically
styled "Babylon ."—Rev. 18:2-4

However, while we should call attention to God's judgments ,
we are not ourselves commissioned to attack these systems . Our
commission simply is to comfort and strengthen those withi n
them who have a hearing ear for the truth . And how great i s
our privilege in this connection! It calls for the presentation and
clarification of all the precious doctrines of the truth, especiall y
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people will flow into it and be blessed . In this we rejoice, and
in our rejoicing we will continue to tell these blessed tiding s
to as many as we can reach, far and near.

Meanwhile, in this day of the Lord's preparation, it is inter-
esting to note various developments . Properly we keep watchin g
to see what is taking place in the Holy Land . We know that
Babylon must eventually completely fall, and it is interesting
and enlightening to note what is taking place in this area . We
are interested in science and invention, for these have to do wit h
"the time of the end" in which we live . But to identify daily
happenings in any of these fields with specific and detaile d
prophecies is not possible—at least so it seems to us . We are
simply rejoicing that we are living in this most amazing tim e
of human experience .

To Continue

As we enter another year of publication, it is with the desir e
to continue along the same general lines as during the past
thirty-three years . We will endeavor, by the Lord's grace, to
make the best use possible of present opportunities and method s
of proclaiming the glad tidings, and will be on the alert to
grasp any new opportunities which may present themselves .
Having in mind the special spiritual needs of the brethren, we
will endeavor to be as helpful as possible in this area, throug h
The Dawn, the pilgrim service, and the tape-recorded lectur e
service .

Through the years we have held that the brethren whom we
sponsor as speakers must be sound in the fundamental doctrines
of present truth, and this will continue to be our viewpoint.
We realize that in this time of waiting the minds of many breth-
ren are active in seeking to understand more clearly just where
we are on the stream of time . We think this is proper, and tha t
all the Lord's people should endeavor to be patient with one
another in their research work . This effort to understand detail s
more clearly should not in any way affect the great fundamen-
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tals of the divine plan, and it is these fundamentals of the
Gospel that we continue to proclaim through our unite d
ministry.

A New Openin g

As time goes on attitudes change, and this has been par-
ticularly noticeable in the case of many who adhere to the
Roman Catholic faith . This is due to a considerable extent to
the influence which has gone out from the Ecumenical Counci l
in Rome. This new spirit of tolerance and desire to understand
on the part of many Catholics has been very apparent at ou r
World's Fair exhibit . We think it is well to be aware of thi s
new attitude, and we hope ere long to have a special bookle t
to be used in witnessing to any of these whose minds may be
opening to something beyond Catholicism .

Many of the friends will remember the series of articles o n
the general topic, "The Faith of Our Fathers," which has ap-
peared in The Dawn . It is our purpose to publish these article s
in booklet form. The discussion of Catholic doctrines and prac-
tices in these articles is kindly, and without condemnation of
individuals, yet the differences between these doctrines an d
practices and those set forth in the Word of God are clearly
shown. We cannot at the present give the publication date o f
this new booklet, but it is not too far away . We mention it her e
so that the friends may in a measure be prepared for it . We
think that the time is now more favorable than ever for givin g
a witness in this field .

So, with the co-operation of the brethren everywhere, includ-
ing those serving at The Dawn, we will continue with the min-
istry of the glorious Gospel of Christ, the Gospel of the kingdom .
We seek the prayers of our brethren that the Lord may direc t
and bless the work as seemeth good to him . May we all look
to the Lord for strength and courage as we walk in the narro w
way, endeavoring to make our calling and election sure !

—o0o
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	tVINEYARD ECHOES'

The 1965 General Conventio n

AS WITH all assemblies of the Lord's people, his blessing was up-
on those who gathered in Bloomington, Indiana, this year . Thi s
was manifested particularly at the testimony meetings, six o f
which were scheduled throughout the week of the convention . It
is not possible this year to publish excerpts from each of the
discourses, so we will content ourselves with a review of the
general blessings received as these were set forth in the closin g
discourse. Many had looked forward for a year to this week of
fellowship with the Lord's people because they desired instruc-
tion from the Lord, and to be reminded of their responsibilitie s
toward him .

The brethren came from all parts of the country, from Canada ,
and from as far away as New Zealand . Greetings were sent
from many parts of the world . The brethren gathered at this
beautiful university, not to increase their knowledge of earthl y
things, but to be encouraged to work for their "Master's degree, "
as they continued their lessons in the school of Christ . One of
the important lessons impressed upon the minds of the brethren
at the convention was the need for greater appreciation of al l
of the Lord's benefits .

The brethren felt that surely their prayers for the Lord' s
blessing upon the convention had been abundantly answered ,
for the windows of heaven were indeed opened to them . They
came, as was suggested in the opening discourse, as wax ready
for the impression, and they had received that impression o f
the Lord's great goodness, and were more determined than ever
to do those things which were pleasing to him .
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Through the theme text the brethren at the convention wer e
confronted with a question, "What shall I render unto the Lor d
for all his benefits?" (Ps . 116:12) These benefits are more than
can be numbered . Eternity will not be long enough fully t o
express our thanksgiving to the Lord for all that his aboundin g
love has provided for us .

To help those who attended the convention answer the ques-
tion, "What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits? "
forty-five brethren gave many helpful suggestions in their dis-
courses . They worked hard searching the Scriptures in order
to bring blessed messages to the convention . Each of thes e
brethren desired to be messengers in the Lord's hands .

And the Lord blessed the speakers as they delivered thei r
messages, for the hearts of all burned within them as the y
listened to the encouraging words which came forth from thei r
lips. The light received should help to make changes in th e
lives of all who attended—changes, that is, toward a closer wal k
with God. Over and over again the brethren were exhorted to
bear more "fruit ." (John 15:2), and to increase "more and more . "
(1 Thess . 4 :9, 10) The lessons set forth at the convention brought
additional responsibilities, and pointed out new privileges o f
serving the Lord, the truth, and the brethren .

The brethren were exhorted to "give the more earnest hee d
to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we shoul d
let them slip ." (Heb. 2:1) It was pointed out that while we
should hold on to the basic doctrines of the truth, and contend
earnestly for the faith once delivered unto the saints, we ar e
also to grow in grace and in knowledge . As we grow in knowl-
edge the truths of the divine plan become more precious to us .
The Bible, which is the source of the truth, is inexhaustible . To -
day we may know of a few texts to substantiate a certain doc-
trine, but if we continue to grow in knowledge, a year hence w e
should know of many such texts, and each precious text of the
Word takes on new hues of brilliance and beauty as we become
better acquainted with it.
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In summing up all that was said at the convention we coul d
place the accent on the little word "more." The brethren were
admonished to desire more faith, especially in God's great gif t
of love, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ . What great benefits
we receive through him "who gave himself a ransom for all ,
to be testified in due time!" Having ransomed the world throug h
his own death on Calvary's cross, Jesus now has the right t o
do what he will to and for them .

He wills that during this Gospel Age a certain select compan y
should be given the opportunity to become sons of God, to liv e
and reign with him in his thousand-year kingdom . These are
the ones who believe on him as the Savior and Liberator . Merely
believing that he lived is, however, not enough . Believing tha t
Jesus was a fine man who taught many excellent precepts i s
not the kind of belief that leads to sonship through begettal of
the Holy Spirit. Nor is believing that Jesus set a good example ,
and that all should try to follow that example as best they can ,
the kind of belief that brings "the liberty of the children o f
God ."—Rom. 8:2 1

These beliefs are good in their way, but the sort of belie f
or faith that leads to justification and sonship is our recognitio n
and acceptance of Jesus as the One who saves his people from
their sins through his sacrifice unto death on their behalf . And
this belief must be demonstrated by a full consecration to fol-
low in his footsteps . Paul wrote, "With the heart man believet h
unto righteousness ; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation ."—Rom. 10:10

No one who rejects the Bible account of the fall and condem-
nation of Adam, and the entire human race in him, can have
a proper, justifying belief in Jesus as the Redeemer . The true
believers are those who recognize that "as in Adam all die ,
even so in Christ shall all be made alive ." (I Cor. 15 :22) This
is a teaching in which we must have implicit faith, and a teachin g
also which we must herald forth to all who have hearing ears ,
far and near .
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His Care

We want not only more faith in the Savior and his redeemin g
blood, but a greater appreciation of his tender, loving care in
all the affairs of our lives. He is our elder brother and com-
panion through our journey in the narrow way . While "the arm
of flesh" may fail us, we can be sure he will stay at our sid e
to comfort and help in our every time of need .—II Chron . 32 :8 ;
Jer. 17 : 5

We also want more hope in the Word . Since no one can have
hope without faith, so none can have faith without knowledge .
"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God ."
(Rom. 10:17) The Word of God, revealing, as it does, all th e
precious doctrines of the divine plan, is God's art gallery, an d
we do not wish to insert pictures of our own. But we do wis h
to see and understand ever more clearly the beautiful basi c
paintings which are on display in the Word of God for us to
behold and enjoy .

Our Hope

For what great thing, as the children of God, do we no w
hope? It was suggested that the week at the convention was some -
what symbolic of what has taken place in our lives as Christians .
To attend the convention the brethren left their earthly homes ,
their secular work, their friends, their relatives . In making ou r
consecration we left behind our earthly hopes, ambitions, an d
desires. If asked why we did this, all the consecrated woul d
answer, "Because of the blessed hope that is set before us . "

What is this hope? It is that we might have life on the divine
plane, and thus in due time might behold our Heavenly Father' s
face. We desire also to be with our Master, and we want to
serve our Creator and bring glory to his name forever . And
we have good scriptural reasons for all these aspects of our
hope .

We have found in the Word the conditions upon which our
hopes are founded, and we are striving faithfully to fulfil thos e
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conditions . We want to be more fit for the kingdom . The exceed-
ing great and precious promises by which we attain the king-
dom are often almost staggering to our faith, but we may b e
sure that there is only one way to gain an abundant entrance
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord, and that is by the
inspiration of these promises, and obedience to the conditions
attached to them. There will be no easy way of getting int o
the kingdom. One hundred and forty-four thousand will receiv e
an abundant entrance .

This will be accomplished by adding to our faith fortitude ,
knowledge, self-control, patience, piety, brotherly-kindness, an d
love. (II Pet. 1 :5-7, Diag .) It is the abounding of these qualities
that will gain for us an abundant entrance into the kingdom .
We are not expected to do these things perfectly, but we ar e
expected to do the best we can toward that end .

More Patience
The term "patience" carries with it the thought of meek, un-

complaining endurance of suffering, and we heard much abou t
patience at the convention . This fruit, or grace, of the Spiri t
shines brightest when seen under the glowing heat of affliction .
James said, "Let patience have her perfect work ." (James 1 :4 )
How can this be done? By meekly doing our best each day, and
doing it cheerfully . If possible, let us not project a sad an d
disheartening experience .

We should the more earnestly long for our heavenly home ,
for here we are "pilgrims and strangers" in a foreign land . (Heb .
11 :13 ; I Pet . 2:11) "Whilst we are at home in the body, we ar e
absent from the Lord ." (II Cor. 5 :6) So long as we are conten t
with present conditions—with ourselves, our circumstances, ou r
earthly possessions—we are not as close to the Lord as we shoul d
be. Our responsibility is to keep our sacrifice on the altar . Are
we becoming more comfortable here, or more uncomfortable?
Are the present good things of this earthly life "taking the edge "
off our heavenly hope ?

The old order is crumbling fast . The world is more evilly dis -
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posed than ever before . In 1964 there were more than two an d
a half million serious crimes—up thirteen per cent over 1963 .
While we are living during the time of the increase of knowl-
edge, men are lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God . In
the last fifteen years only two hundred and twenty librarie s
have been built in the United States . In the same period, nine
thousand one hundred and eighty bowling alleys, and three
thousand five hundred drive-in theaters were constructed . Let
us not be swallowed up in the frenzy of entertainment that
engrosses the world . As the years roll by we should be buildin g
heavenly treasure .

Fortunate People
We are the most fortunate people in the world, for we ar e

engaged in the Heavenly Father's business . To be privileged to
be used by the Lord in any way should be a most thrilling
experience . The convention emphasized the grand privilege o f
service. The more we serve others the happier and more joyfu l
we will be .

What can we do for the brethren? Sometimes we can help them
to get to meetings. Sometimes we can simply notice them with
a handshake and a word of cheer . Sometimes we can listen to
them as they tell of their experiences, as it is a great blessin g
to them when others listen. Let us not hesitate to tell the breth-
ren that we love them. Let us not be like the old Vermonter
with a reputation for brevity who said to his wife that when
he thought of how much she meant to him it was very difficul t
not to tell her about it .

What can we do for the world? We can bind up the broken -
hearted, and turn the dark clouds of trouble inside out to sho w
their silver lining of kingdom hopes and joys . We can invite
them to listen to radio or television programs, or we can giv e
them a tract or booklet . Sometimes this "seed planting" bring s
forth fruit. An isolated sister writes :

"May I take this opportunity to praise our Heavenly Fathe r
and thank him for the work you brethren are doing . The Dawn
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is very uplifting to me. I am so thankful that I was privileged t o
see The Bible Answers television program about five years ago ,
and thus became acquainted with the truth of the Bible . It was
instrumental in bringing me to a deeper fellowship with th e
Lord, and to make a consecration to follow him . "

Whatever we do let us not forget that we are in the servic e
of the King. Let that realization send wave after wave of joy
through our beings, for serving the King is one of the ways
we can render thanksgiving unto the Lord for all his benefits .
The brethren were exhorted to see opportunities which are clos e
at hand, and to seek out and support the larger opportunities
which are possible only through the general co-operation of the
brethren .

On one occasion the Master performed a miracle on a man ,
and then said to him, "Go home to thy friends, and tell the m
how great things the Lord hath done for thee ." (Mark 5:18-20 ;
Luke 8:38-40) The Lord now says to us who have had the privi-
lege of being at this General Convention, "Go home and spread
the glad tidings ." He has performed a miracle in us, for hi s
Word has been multiplied in our hearts . We have much to tel l
our friends and brethren concerning the joys of the convention .

Film Showing and Immersion
One of the new color films being produced by The Dawn wa s

shown at the Sunday evening session of the convention . The
public were invited to this session, and a goodly number at -
tended. The title of the film was, "No More Death ." It was well
received by the brethren, and is already scheduled for showin g
at a number of other places, and will, of course, be used on
television .

The immersion service was, as always, a great source of in-
spiration . Eleven symbolized their consecration to be dead with
Christ, with the glorious hope that if they are faithful unt o
death they will live with him . These services are a great inspira-
tion to all the brethren, for they offer an opportunity for re -
dedication to the Lord and to his service .
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The Business Meeting

Since the General Convention is its own sponsor, a busines s
meeting is necessary each year to hear reports and to elec t
a program committee for the following year . The conventio n
delegates also decide where and when the next General Con-
vention will be held. This year it was voted to accept the in-
vitation of Indiana University to hold the 1966 convention o n
its campus in Bloomington. The date will be July 30 throug h
August 4 . It is not too early even now to begin planning fo r
the 1966 General Convention . Those elected to serve on the 1966
program committee were : W. N. Poe, E. K. Penrose, G. M. Wilson ,
R. J . Krupa, and W . N. Woodworth .

At the convention business meeting a short report was pre-
sented concerning the general activities of the brethren co -
operating with The Dawn . Mention was made of the fact that
some are accepting the truth, and making a full consecration
to serve the Lord. The activities of the brethren in connection
with the radio and television witness, as well as the other means
of proclaiming the kingdom message, were briefly and encourag-
ingly mentioned . The convention voted appreciation for the serv-
ices rendered by the brethren of The Dawn, and gave its ap-
proval of their activities.

While many of the brethren were not able to remain at th e
convention for the entire week, there were still several hundre d
present for the love feast which brought the convention officially
to a close. But the blessings derived from the convention remai n
in the minds and hearts of all who attended, and we are con-
fident will be a great source of spiritual strength through the
months and years to come .

Not all can attend the General Convention, but there ar e
many other conventions throughout the year, and there are
our local ecclesia meetings . For those who cannot enjoy an y
of these, the Lord makes up in his own good way, through th e
printed page and otherwise . Let us all continue to pray for on e
another.

VINEYARD ECHOES
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LETTERS OF APPRECIATION1

AS ANNOUNCED in The Dawn some time ago, Brother and
Sister Pollock of Los Angeles, California, are making a trip to
minister the truth in Great Britain, Denmark, Germany, India ,
Australia, and New Zealand. This takes them virtually around
the world . The journey began at Los Angeles, on July 30, when
they took off by plane for Bloomington, Indiana, to attend th e
General Convention . They then proceeded to New York, wher e
Brother Pollock served in connection with making additiona l
television films and addressed the brethren of the New Yor k
Church. Brother Pollock has sent us a brief report of their ex-
periences after leaving New York . We quote from his letter :

"Our next long step took us to
Portrush, Ireland, by way of th e
London Airport and Belfast, and
from there by Hertz car . We had
planned to rest in Ireland after
our strenuous efforts to get ready
for the trip and the other activi-
ties on the way. We did rest—at
least, we left Ireland refreshed .
But we found the brethren so
hungry for the meat that endur-
eth unto everlasting life that i n
the six days we spent in Irelan d
we served in Londonderry an d
Portrush seven times . But the
the meetings were small, so, a s
we have said, we left Ireland
rested, and adjusted to th e
change of time one encounter s
when going overseas .

In Englan d

"We landed in England the day
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before a convention which wa s
scheduled for Liverpool . Six of
the Irish friends went along wit h
us . This convention was the larg-
est I have ever attended in Bri-
tain, and we had sweet fellowship .
Brethren were present from Eng-
land, Ireland, Scotland, an d
Wales .

"The following week-end a con-
vention was scheduled by th e
Aldersbrook Ecclesia, in th e
Greater London area . The week
between the Liverpool and Al-
dersbrook Conventions was de-
lightfully spent at Latchford, Ox-
ford, and West Wickam, and als o
making a trip to Didcot to visit
again with Brother and Sister
Boait, who have been long in th e
truth, and are deeply loved b y
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all who know them, including th e
Pollocks .
"The Aldersbrook Conventio n

was also an oasis, and agai n
friends came from afar to fellow -
ship with us . The messages a t
both conventions were in harmo-
ny with present truth and the
privilege which we have of show-
ing forth His praise, both in man-
ner of life and in publicly telling
others of God's great love through
spreading the Gospel of the king -
dom .

"While at Aldersbrook we visit-
ed the room which contains th e
Dawn literature for the benefit
of those in Britain who choose to
take advantage of it in their ac-
tivities . We appreciate the lov e
that is manifested by those who
labor to dispense the message o f
God's Holy Word .

"The morning after the Alders -

brook Convention closed we left
Britain for Denmark, in the as-
surance that the many whom the
Lord loves are striving to b e
faithful to their vows of consecra-
tion, and we humbly say, 'God
be with you till we meet again.' "

An Encouraging Lette r

Made Plai n

"Dear `Frank and Ernest' : We hav e
been hearing you on radio just
lately here in Tampa, but listened
to you for years when we were in
Ohio, where my husband heard you
a long time before I did . We cer-
tainly enjoy hearing you, for yo u
make the Word of God so clear
that even a child may understand
it . Today we heard you speak o f
hell, and the worms which do no t
die . We were more than happy
to learn that we could get a book -
let explaining the things that we
have been so much in doubt about "
—Florida

,..~..~ WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING TEXTS tiro	 m

OCTOBER 7—"Every one tha t
heareth these sayings of Mine an d
doeth them not, shall be likene d
unto a foolish man, which built
his house upon the sand ."—Mat-
thew 7 :26 (Z . '0446 Hymn 49 )
OCTOBER 14—"To do justice an d
judgment is more acceptable to the
Lord than sacrifice ."—Proverbs 21 :
3 (Z. '04-56,57 Hymn 306 )

ENCOURAGING LETTERS

OCTOBER 21—"Our Father who art
in heaven, hallowed be Thy name ."
—Luke 11:2 (Z . '04-118 Hymn 45 )

OCTOBER 28—"The Spirit of the
Lord God is upon Me ; because he
hath anointed Me, . . to comfor t
all that mourn, . . . to give the m
beauty for ashes, the oil of jo y
for mourning . "—Isaiah 61 :1,2 (Z.
'04-295 Hymn 38)
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	 SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS'

Ministering the Glorious Gospel of Chris t

These speakers are associated with the Pilgrim Department of The Dawn . Thei r
services are furnished free, upon request . Address your request to Dawn Bibl e
Students Association, East Rutherford, N . .1 . A visit will be arranged when possible .

SAM BAKE R

Providence, R. I .

	

Oct . 1
New Haven, Conn .

	

3
Paterson, N . J .

	

7
New York, N . Y .

	

1 0
Allentown, Pa .

	

1 1
Pittsburgh, Pa .

	

1 3
Cleveland Ohio

	

1 7
Dayton, Ohio

	

18, 1 9
Cincinnati, Ohio

	

20, 2 1
New Albany, Ind .

	

22-24
Columbus, Ind .

	

25
Indianapolis, Ind .

	

26
Muncie, Ind .

	

27, 28
Gary, Ind .

	

30,3 1

OTIS R . BARRALL

Wilkes Barre, Pa . Oct . 24

O . D . DEIFE R

Gettysburg, Pa . Oct.
York, Pa .

Conora, Sask .

	

9, 1 0
Moose Jaw, Sask .

	

1 1
Vancouver ; B .C .

	

1 7
Vancouver Area

	

18-2 0
Bellingham, Wash .

	

2 1
Portland, Oreg .

	

24
Salem, Oreg .

	

2 5
Sacramento, Calif.

	

27
Son Francisco, Calif .

	

3 1

THOMAS HICK S

NA'o I I i ngford, Conn . Oct . 3 1

G . M . JEUC K

Hartford, Conn. Oct . 3 1

A . H . KRUMPOL T

Pontiac, Mich .

	

Oct . 24

J . Y . MAC AULA Y

Salem, Oreg .

	

Oct . 2, 3
Albany, Oreg .

	

4
Portland, Oreg .

	

5, 6
Onalaska, Wash .

	

7
Seattle, Wash .

	

9, 1 0
Tacoma, Wash .

	

1 1
Bremerton, Wash .

	

1 2
Bellingham, Wash .

	

1 3
Victoria, B . C .

	

16, 1 7
Vancouver, B . C .

	

23, 2 4
Luseland, Sask.

	

3 1

M. C . MITCHEL L

Sayville, N .Y .

	

Oct . 3

C . A . SMIT H

Allentown, Pa .

	

Oct . 2 4

C . R . WEIDA

Catawissa, Pa .

	

Oct . 10

W . N . WOODWORTH

Catawissa, Pa .

	

Oct . 10
New London, Conn .

	

1 7

N .J . HIA M

Prince Albert, Sask .
Oct . 3, 4 Baltimore, Md .

	

Oct . 1 7
Tarnopol, Sask.

	

6, 7 Philadelphia, Pa .

	

1 7

R . J . KRUPA

16 Buffalo, N . Y .

	

Oct. 2, 3
17 Cincinnati, Ohio

	

16, 1 7
Boston, Mass .

	

24

L . P . LOOMI S

"With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing

one another in love; endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spiri t
in the bond of peace ."—Ephesians 4:2, 3
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The listings in this schedule have been arranged by local ecclesia s
co-operating with the Dawn.

GEORGE BALKO

	

!

	

BRUNO HACK

	

HARRY PASSIOS
Pittsburgh, Fa .

	

Oct . 241 Beloit, Wis.

	

Oct . 3 Steubenville, Ohio Oct. 3
Pontiac, Mich .

	

2 4
MIKE BALKO

	

I

	

ARTHUR JEZUIT

	

wMmi . RYB A
Duquesne, Pa .

	

Oct . 24 I SaginawMichOct17 Son DiegoCalifOct1 0,	

RUSSELL JURDJOHN BARACOS

	

ALBERT SHEPPELBAU M
Monessen, Pa .

	

Oct. 24

	

Gar , Ind .

	

Oct . 1 710 ySan Jose, C

	

if . Oct .

	

J

	

GEORGE TABA C

	

EVERETT MURRAY

	

Milwaukee, Wis .

	

Oct. 3

	

Connellsville, Pa . Oct . 3

	

J .

	

VAN HORN E
St. Louis, Mo.

	

9, 1 0

DAVID BRUC E
Fullerton,

	

Calif .

	

Oct .

	

24

EDWARD FA Y
Antioch, Calif .

	

Oct .

	

1 7

THOMAS FA Y
Riverside,

	

Calif .

	

Oct .

	

1 7
Ontario, Calif.

	

17

KENNETH NAI L

Stockton, Calif .

	

Oct . 2
Sacramento, Calif.

	

3
Chico, Calif .

	

24

Duquesne, Pa .

	

Oct . 3
E . Liverpool, Ohio

	

1 0
Connellsville, Pa .

	

1 7

IRWIN WYSOCK I

Duquesne, Pa .

	

Oct . 17

THE BIBLE VERSUS EVOLUTION
For Your Newspape r

To the left is a suggestion for a
small advertisement in your local
newspaper. This outline is designed
for two inches in one column.

To be discussed b y

"FRANK AND ERNEST"

WFLA—970 kc .—9 :30 A. M.

Sunday, October 1 7

Tune in "Frank and Ernest," and sen d
for a free copy of the little book, "Cre-
ation ." There is no obligation . Address :

"FRANK AND ERNEST"

Box 60, Dept, N, General Post Office

New York, N. Y .

SPEAKERS' APPOINTMENTS

NOVEMBER TOPIC : On Sunday,
November 21, "Frank and Ernest"
will discuss the topic, "The Last
Days ." With the world situation be-
coming more tense this topic should
attract attention. Special circulars
will be available for advertising it ,
and will be furnished free in any
quantity desired. Send in your or-
der early, addressing it to The
Dawn, East Rutherford, New Jersey,
07073.
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CONVENTIONS

BUFFALO, N .Y. Oct. 2,3—Sweet Home
Masonic Hall, 641 Sweet Home Road .
Mr . Stanley Koszka . 670 Union Road ,
West Seneca, N .Y . 14224
AGAWAM, MASS., Oct . 3—Benjami n
Phelps School, Main and School Streets .
Mrs . L . Kwiat, 511 Shoemaker Lane.

CONNELLSVILLE, PA., Oct. 3—Laurelview
Christian Training Center, west of Som-
erset Co ., near New Centerville . Mrs .
Raymond Siesky, R .F.D. 2, Box 497 .

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN ., Oct . 3—2601 Fill-
more St ., N . E. Mrs. C . R . Newham, 678
40th Ave ., N . E .

PIQUA, OHIO, Oct. 3—YWCA, 418 N .
Wayne St . Mrs. Eva Peddemors, 22 2
Walker St .

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH ., Oct. 9, 10 —
Pantlind Hotel, 187 Monroe, N . W. Mrs.
B . Fuerst, 804 Conger St., N . E .

ST . LOUIS, MO ., Oct. 9, 10—Statler Hil-
ton Hotel, 9th and Washington Ave . Mr .
Wm . A . Pardue, 6829 St . Charles Rock
Rd .

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIF ., Oct. 9, 10—
Odd Fellows Hall, 520 Dana St . Mrs .
Elmer Nord, 2467 Parkland Terrace .

CATAWISSA, PA ., Oct. 10—Berwick Hotel ,
Market and Third Sts ., Berwick, Pa . Mrs .
Luther Letterman, 136 W . Main St.

COLUMBUS, OHIO, Oct. 10—Souther n
Hotel, S . High and E . Main Sts . Mrs .
Josephine Ewing, 273 S . Algonquin Ave.

STATEN ISLAND, N . Y., Oct . 10—Masoni c
Hall, Post Ave ., Port Richmond . Mrs . Frank
Shallieu, 103 W. Erie St ., Blauvelt, N .Y.

CINCINNATI, OHIO, Oct . 16, 17—Ma-
sonic Temple (Social Room 3), 317 E .
Fifth St . Mrs. W. N . Poe, 1 W. Ridg e
Place, Newport, Ky.
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CLEVELAND, OHIO, Oct. 17—YWCA, 171 0
Prospect Ave . Mrs . Ian M. Cipperley,
1539 Genessee Rd .

NEW LONDON, CONN ., Oct . 17—Unio n
Hall, Union Street. Mrs . Joseph Panucci ,
61 Ledyard Ave ., Groton, Conn . 06340

TOLEDO, OHIO, Oct . 17—Mr . Laure n
Stewart, 6206 Suder Ave ., Apt . 2 .

CHICAGO, ILL ., Oct . 24—Central Mason-
ic Temple, 912 N . LaSalle St . Mr . Joh n
Trzyna, 340 Bonnie Brae, Itasca, III .

PONTIAC, MICH . Oct . 24—First Federa l
Savings & Loan of Oakland (Civic Au-
ditorium), 761 W . Huron St . Mrs . Alice
Mondo, 1948 Oakside Ct ., Union Lake ,
Mich .

MILWAUKEE, WIS ., Oct. 30, 31—YWC A
Bldg ., 610 N. Jackson . Mrs . Viole t
Pazucha, 1955 N . 29 St .

DETROIT, MICH ., Oct . 31—McGregor Me-
morial Bldg ., Second Blvd . and West
Ferry . Mr . L. W. Zbik, 8946 Sorrento St .

LOS ANGELES, CALIF., Oct. 31—933 S .
Hoover St. Mr. Irving C . Foss, 744 Fair-
court Lane, Glendale, Calif.

ORLANDO, FLA ., Oct . 31—Colonialtow n
VJomans Club, 1204 N . Ferncreek Ave.
Mrs . Stanley W . Jeuck, 1910 Hillcrest.
PHOENIXVILLE, PA., Oct . 31—YMCA, 12 4
Main St . Mrs. Wm. S. Geisinger, 83 5
N . Hanover St ., Pottstown, Pa .

PORTLAND, OREG ., Nov. 6,7—Norse Hall ,
1 1 1 N .E . Eleventh Ave . Mr . C. Chandler ,
10708 S .E. Cherry St., Milwaukie, Oreg .

JACKSON, MICHIGAN, Nov . 7—Odd
Fellows Temple, 789 Woodworth Rd .,
corner of Clark Dr . Mrs. Luella M .
Crawford, 322 N. Dwight St .

WACO, TEX ., Nov. 13, 1 4

ONTARIO, CALIF . Nov. 21
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